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COUNTRY  OF  THE  GREATER  AND  LESS 

NIMIQUAS. 

T T AVING  fixed  the  6th  of  January  for  my 
departure,  the  chief  of  the  Nimiqua  horde, 
near  which  I was  encamped,  came  on  the  day 
appointed,  with  his  wife  and  fitter,  to  take  leave 
of  me.  His  fitter  had  a pretty  little  monkey, 
the  belly  of  which  was  white,  and  the  reft  of 
the  body  of  a greenifh  colour.  This  charm- 
ing animal  was  the  firft  of  its  fpecies  I had 
VoL,  III,  B feen^ 
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feen;  and  I wifhcd  miich  to  have  It  in  my 
pofTe/fion  to  add  to  my  colle<^^ion;  but  it  wa3 
ib  dear  to  its  miftrefs,  that  I durft  not  venture 
to  afk  it  of  her.  Every  time  fhe  came  to  viiit 
me,  fhe  brought  it' along  with  her  ; and,  before 
fhe  entered  my  tent,  fhe  tied  it  to  one  of  the 
Hakes,  that  it  might  play  vidth  Kees.  I was 
always  fond  of  treating  it  with  fomc  dainty  ; 
but  fcarcely  would  my  back  be  turned,  when 
Kees,  ftronger  and  more  mifchievous,  would 
open  its  mouth  by  force,  and  take  from  its 
pouches  v;hat  I had  given  it.  Its  miftrefs, 
highly  delighted  with  this  trick,  would  laugh 
moft  immoderately.  She  would  then  run  to 
her  favourite,  load  him  with  carefi'es,  as  if  to 
confole  him,  and  requeft  me  to  make  him 


amends  by  forae  other  prefent ; while  Kees, 
afraid  of  being  forced  to  reftore  what  he  had 
robbed,  would  fave  himfelf  by  High':. 

1 he  attachment  which  this  w^oman  had  to 
her  monkey  was  a real  paiTion.  Eler  whole 
happinefs  feemed  to  be  centred  in  it.  A bun- 
dled times,  while  we  ^vere  talking  together, 
would  fhe  interrupt  the  converfation  to  kifs  it ; 
and  yet  when  flie  faw  me  about  to  depart,  to 
my  great  furprife,  Ihe  fnatched  it  up  fuddenly, 

and 
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and,  having  klfled  it  over  and  over  with  the 
utmofi:  tcndernefs,  threw  it  upon  my  flioulder 
and  bid  me  keep  it.  Was  this  inconflancy  or 
indifference  ? The  careffes  flie  beftowed  upon 
it  before  fhc  gave  it  me  prove  that  it  was  nei- 
ther. She  conjeaured,  that  it  would  afford 
me  great  plealure  to  poffefs  the  animal ; and, 
without  farther  ceremony,  fhe  detached  herfeif 
from  it  in  my  favour. 

Aly  plan  was  to  repair  to  a horde  of  the' 
Kcraquas,  eftablilhed  at  the  diffance  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  leagues  farther  to  the  north-eaft. 
Twelve  perfons,  men  and  women,  of  that 
which  1 was  going  to  leave,  joined  themfelvesi 
to  ray  caravan,  and  ferved  me  as  guides.  We' 
propofed  to  halt  on  the  banks  of  a river,  fitu- 
ated  four  leagues  and  a half  from  our  point  of 
departure  ; but  we  found  the  bed  of  it  occu- 
pied by  a herd  of  more  than  an  hundred  buf- 
faloes, which  my  dogs  rouled,  and  wTich  fed 
from  us  on  the  oppofite  fide. 

It  is  always  a bad  omen  to  meet  with  thefe 
animals,  in  the  deferts,  during  times  of 
drought;  for,  as  they  live  always  in  large  herds, 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  the  beds  of  the 
rivers,  they  foon  exhauft  wTat  little  water 
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inlglit  otherwife  be  left  in  them.  In  this,  there-* 
fore,  we  did  not  fmd  a Tingle  drop. 

After  we  had  relied,  we  refumed  our  march, 
following  their  track,  both  with  a view  that 
they  might  not  exhauft  the  other  refervoirs, 
which  we  knew  we  lliould  Toon  Hand  in  need 
of,  and  that  w^e  might,  if  poflible,  kill  lomc 
of  them.  Towards  evening  we  came  up  wdth 
them,  at  the  diftance  of  live  leagues  farther  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  ; and  as  the  bulhes  with 
which  the  country  was  covered  retarded  their 
progrefs,  and  concealed  us  from  their  fight, 
we  were  able,  by  the  alTiftance  of  our  dogs,  to 
- approach  them,  and  to  kill  two. 

They  were  in  nothing  different  from  the 
other  buffaloes  which  I had  met  with  in  the 
callern  part  of  Africa,  except  that  they  were 
of  a monllrous  fize.  In  no  part  had  I ever  ' 
feen  any  equal  to  them. 

Two  animals  of  fuch  a bulk  enfured  pro- 
vlllons  in  abundance  for  my  wdiole  company  ; 
but,  as  the  cutting  them  up  would  require  an 
entire  day,  I deferred  that  labour  till  the  next 
morning.  At  break  of  day  my  people  began 
their  wmrk  ; and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  I 
might  conciliate  the  frlendllTip  of  the  Koraquas, 
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whofe  horde  I intended  to  vifit,  I difpatdied 
meflengers  to  inform  them  that,  if  they  chofe 
to  partake  of  my  game,  I would  give  them  a 
fhare  of  it  with  the  greateft  pleafure. 

In  this  manner,  1 here  repeat  it,  mufi;  every 
traveller  adl  who  wilhes  to  fucceed  in  his  plans. 
By  fuch  means  he  will  procure  friends ; and 
lie  will  find  no  favages,  however  ferocious, 
whom  he  may  not  render  tradable. 

I muft  declare,  to  the  honour  of  the  Afri- 
cans, that  the  farther  you  go  from  the  colonies 
you  will  find  among  them  more  fincerity  and 
more  affedion.  Thofe  who,  on  account  of 
their  difiance,  are  neither  known  to,  nor  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Europeans, 
poffefs  a fimplicity  highly  engaging,  and  fiiow 
no  miftruft  but  what  is  neceflary  to  every  rea- 
fonable  being,  to  guard  againft  danger  and  pre- 
ferve  his  exiftence. 

Their  charader,  it  is  true,  difplays  more 
apathy,  and  their  talents  are  more  confined ; 
but  never  having  occafion  to  deceive,  and  being 
alfo  never  expofed  to  be  deceived  by  others, 
they  have  no  need  of  falfehood,  and  are  un- 
acquainted with  it. 

The  Koraquas  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  to 
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the  number  of  thirty,  men  and  women,  and 
brought  with  them  fome  o:?en  to  carry  back 
the  provlfions  I had  offered  them.  They  paffed 
the  night  with  me ; and,  next  morning,  hav- 
ing caufcd  their  oxen  to  be  loaded,  I fet  out 
with  them  for  their  horde,  acrofs  a fcorched  ' 
plain,  the  dried,  'perhaps,  of  all  thofe  I had 
yet  traverfed. 

I every  where  obferved  giraffes ; but,  in  a 
fpace  fo  extenfive,  they  had  too  much  advan- 
tage over  us  ; and,  as  I defpaired  of  being  able 
to  get  near  them,  I did  not  fo  much  as  think 
of  purfuing  them.  Having,  however,  feen  a 
rhinoceros,  which,  by  the  heavinefs  of  his 
flight,  feetned  likely  to  lofe  ground,  I refolved 
to  hunt  him,  and  fet  out  accordingly  with 
Klaas.  We  galloped  forwards  full  fpeed,  and 
had  got  within  fhot,  w'hen  the  horfe  on  whick 
Klaas  w^as  mounted,  fuddenly  humbling,  fell 
down,  and  threw 'him  over  his  head  to  the 
didance  of  more  than  ten  feet.  By  the  effedls 
of  the  fall,  his  fufee  went  off  at  tlie  fame  time  j 
and  it  was  only  by  the  explofion  that  I was 
informed  of  the  accident. 

I was  then  at  about  the  diftance  of  a hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  a ftraight  line  before  him. 
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I hadened  towards  him,  as  fooa  as  I obferved 
the  accideat,  and,  finding  him  motionlefs,  ima- 
gined he  was  dead ; but,  on  putting  fome  vo- 
latile alkali  to  his  nofe,  his  fenfes  returned ; 
and,  as  he  was  now  in  a fair  way  of  recovery, 

I left  him  to  run  after  his  hbrfc ; and  having 
caught  it  we  rejoined  our  caravan. 

An  accident,  but  of  a different  kind,  had 

happened  among  the  reft  of  my  company. 

Two  women,  exhaufted  by  fatigue  and  the 

heat,  had  been  taken  ill ; and  it  was  found 

« 

necelfary  to  place  them  upon  the  oxen  which 
I kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  followed 
us  in  relays. 

Though  we  had  advanced  but  a little  way, 
my  colonial  Hottentots  w^ere  already  quite 
worn  out.  Accuftomed  to  the  temperate  cli- 
mate of  the  Cape,  thefe  men,  naturally  indolent 
and  timid,  were  unable  to  fupport  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  to  which  we  were 
approaching.  Thole  who  during  my  firft 
journey  had,  when  circumftances  required, 
fuftained  marches  of  twelve  hours,  found  them- 
felves  now  fo  languid  and  weak  after  one  of 
half  the  time,  that  they  were  not  capable  of 
jidvancing  a flep  farther.  They  faw  me  ex- 
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pofe  myfelf  to  the  fame  fatigue  without  com- 
plaining ; but  my  example  had  no  effedl  to 
raife  their  depreffed  courage. 

They  complained  particularly  of  thirfi;  more 
than  of  any  other  evil.  In  vain  did  I exhort 
them  to  employ  a remedy  I had  difcovered, 
which  was  that  of  not  drinking  much,  and  of 
being  contented  with  lapping  a little  w^ater  at 
a time,  like  my  dogs.  This  w^ould  have  been 
fufficient  to  moiften  the  falivary  glands,  and 
to  keep  the  mouth  cool ; but  their  obftinate 
ignorance  w'ould  not  fuffer  them  to  follow  my 
diredions.  They  drank  to  fatisfy  the  prefent, 
and  thought  they  could  drink  alfo  to  fatisfy 
their  future  thirft,  without  perceiving  that  the 
large  quantity  of  liquid  which  they  fwallowed, 
after  remaining  on  their  ftomachs  like  a load, 
and  retarding  their  movements,  foon  went  off 
again  in  an  abundant  perfpiration,  which 
greatly  w^eakened  them,  and  threw  them  into  . 
a hate  of  general  relaxation,  the  caufe  of  which 
they  unjiiflly  aferibed  to  the  climate. 

Befides,  all  the  water  here  being  for  the  moll 
part  brackifh,  it  occafioned  dyfentcries,  which 
they  rendered  continual,  by  refufing  the  only 
remedy  \ve  could  employ  to  check  thetn.  They 
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had  already  forgotten  thofe  proteftations  of 
zeal,  and  thofe  folemn  promifes  which  they 
were  fo  eager  to  make  before  my  departure 
from  Cape  Orange  ; and  the  fymptoms  of  dif- 
content  which  they  began  to  fhow  rendered 
me  exceedingly  unhappy. 

To  this  caufe  of  uneafmefs  w^as  added  ano- 
ther. On  approaching  the  kraal,  the  remainder 
of  the  horde  (thofe,  I mean,  who  were  not  in 
my  company)  came  to  meet  me,  but  in  a tu- 
multuous manner,  and  without  a leader.  Their 
chief  had  died  a little  before  ; and,  fince  that 
event,  anarchy,  diforder,  and  confufion  had 
prevailed  among  them.  They  had  alTembled, 
indeed,  to  ele£t  a fucceffor  to  the  deceafed ; but, 
the  perfon  chofen  having  refufed  to  accept  the 
office,  the  horde  had  divided  into  two  parties, 
one  confifting  of  the  men  and  the  other  of  the 
women,  each  of  whom  had  named  a chief,  fo 
that  they  had  three  at  once,  none  of  whom, 
however,  pofleffed  fufficicnt  authority  to  ter- 
minate their  diffienfion.  The  refult  of  this 
triple  eledion  was  continual  difputes  and 
wrangling.  Battles,  in  which  much  blood  was 
fhed,  took  place  every  day ; and  thefe  combats 
tended  ftill  more  to  ijicreafe  their  animofity. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely  had  they  joined  me,  when  they  be- 
gan to  ihow,  by  their  condud:,  how  thejr  af- 
fairs were  fituated.  The  whole  horde,  both 
thofe  who  had  arrived  and  thofe  who  had  ac- 
companied me,  no  longer  -paid  attention  to 
any  thing  but  their  quarrel ; and  they  endea- 
voured to  intereft  me  in  it,  though  I knew  not 
a fingle  word  of  their  language.  To  fee  their 
warmth,  one  might  have  fuppofed  that  their 
eledion  was  a matter  of  importance  to  the  whole 
world,  and  that  the  fate  of  mankind  was  about; 
to  depend  on  their  chief.  All  fpoke  at  the  fame 
time ; each  endeavoured  to  drown  his  neigh- 
bour’s voice  by  his  own ; their  eyes  fparkled 
with  fuiy;  and,  amidft  this  confubon,  while 
they  threatened  each  other  in  turns,  the  noife 

they  made  became  truly  dreadful. 

\ 

This  inteftine  w^ar  among  the  favages  af- 
forded me  a fpedacle  entirely  new;  and  though 
it  had  rather  an  alarming  appearance,  it  pre- 
fented  fomething  interefting  to  the  obfervation 
of  a traveller.  The  hope,  indeed,  w^hich  I 
entertained  of  fettling  their  difpute  in  an  equi- 
table manner,  made  fome  amends  for  the  dif- 
agreeablenefs  of  my  fituation  by  being  confti- 
tuted  fnpreme  judge  in  a caiife  of  fo  much 
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confequence.  I had  great  reafon  to  entertaiii 
a high  idea  of  mjfelf,  as  I was  going,  by  a 
fingie  word,  to  be  the  founder  or  reflorer  of 
the  greateft  power  that  one  mortal  can  exercife 
over  others. 

I learned  by  my  interpreters,  that  the  de- 
ceafed  had  left  feveral  fons  of  fufficient  age  to 
fucceed  him  ; and  yet  thefe  fons  had  been  en- 
tirely forgotten  ; notwithftanding  what  Kolben 
tells  of  the  wonderful  order  which  prevails,  as 
to  fucceflion,  among  the  African  tribes,  and 
of  the  continuance  of  the  crown  in  the  reigning 
families.  The  courfe  dictated  to  me  by  pru- 
dence, and  the  only  one  I could  purfue  under 
the  prefent  circumilances,  was  to  watch  the 
different  events  likely  to  refult  from  this  fcene, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  that  which  I might 
think  mofl  favourable  to  my  views.  A for- 
tunate circumftance  fc'on  enabled  me  to  cany 
my  plan  into  execution. 

Unarmed  and  without  any  precaution, 
though  fnrrounded  by  this  enraged  multitude, 
I walked  calmly  along  in  the  midft  of  them  ; 
and,  when  we  arrived  at  the  kraal,  I ordered  my 
tent  to  be  immediately  formed,  as  if  I had  beeq. 
furround^d  by  my  friends  and  relations* 
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This  appearance,  raifed  fuddenly,  and  as  if  by 
magic,  before  the  eyes  of  the  horde,  with  ray 
fiifees,  horfes,  and  tent,  objeds  which  were  all 
new  to  them,  filled  them  with  admiration.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  motionlefs  and  with 
their  mouths  wide  open,  all  flood  looking  at 
them  with  profound  filence.  Anger,  hatred, 
and  every  violent  paflion,  feemed  by  their 
countenances  to  be  extinguifhed,  and  to  have 
given  place  to  more  tranquil  emotions,  to  ig- 
norant furprife,  and  flupid  aflonifhment.  This 
flate  of  calmnefs  was  juft  what  I wifhed  for ; 
and  my  whole  attention  w’-as  employed  in  pro- 
longing it,  in  order  that  I might  turn  it  to  ad- 
vantage. 

Infancy  is  naturally  curious ; it  is  ftruck 
w'ith  every  thing  it  fees ; and  the  favage,  in 
this  refped,  is  only  a grown  up  child.  As 
thefe  favages  feemed  to  wifli  that  I would  per- 
mit them  to  examine  more  clofely  whatever 
excited  their  admiration,  I readily  condefeended 
to  gratify  their  defire.  They  approached,  fur- 
veyed,  and  handled  every  thing.  But  the 
principal  objedl  of  general  curiofity  was  my 
perfon.  They  feemed  as  if  they  would  never 
\)Q  fatisfied  with  looking  at  my  drefs.  They 
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pulled  off  my  hat,  that  they  might  the  better 
examine  my  hair  and  my  beard,  which  were 
long.  They  even  half  unbuttoned  my  clothes  ; 
and  furprifed  to  fee  my  fkin  w’hite,  each  felt  it, 
as  if  defirous  to  afeertain  that  what  they  faw 
was  real. 

This  comedy  continued  till  the  evening  ; and 
I did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prolong  it. 
At  length,  when  the  moment  of  feparation  ar- 
rived, I caufed  to  be  hinted  to  the  whole  com- 
pany, that  if,  two  hours  after  fun-rife  next 
morning,  they  Ihould  not  be  agreed  refpeding 
the  choice  of  a 'chief,  I would  immediately 
leave  them.  I added,  however,  lhat  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  came  and  prefented  to 
me  a chief,  eleded  by  general  confent,  I 
would  then 'load  them  all  with  prefents,  and 
beftow  on  him  a dlftindlon,  which  would 
raife  him  above  all  his  equals,  and  render 
the  horde  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  in  the 
whole  country.  But  what  was  ihy  furprife 
when  I learned  the  fame  evening,  that  on  my 
head  the  burden  of  the  crown  was  depofed  I 
Pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  I 
took  advantage  of  it,  as  I had  intended, to  reftore 
perfed  tranquillity ; and  I accordingly  acquiefeed, 
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afluring  them,  that  if  they  would  promife  to  hd 
obedient,  I would  give  them  the  only  chief 
worthy  of  ruling  them^  and  of  making  theni 
happy. 

By  means  of  my  interpreters,  I had  acquired 
every  information  neceffary  to  enable  me  to 
accomplifh  my  end  with  certainty.  My  prin- 
cipal aim  was  to  learn  the  choice  or  indinacioii 
of  the  majority ; and  I hoped,  when  it  was 
known,  to  give  to  the  objed  of  it  a confc- 
'^uence  that  fhould  be  capable  of  ftriking  them; 
1 fucceeded  according  to  my  defire.  They 
named  one  Haripa,  and  I immediately  pro- 
claimed him  chief. 

The  favage  has  ftrong  paffions  ; his  anger  is 
violent,  but  it  is  of  fhort  duration,  and  he  foon 
returns  to  the  natural  mildnefs  of  his  charader; 
This  I experienced  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
The  commotion  of  the  horde  fubfided ; and 
they  peaceably  retired,  apparently  difpofed  to 
obey  me. 

I was  ignorant  whether  the  women,  when 
they  feparated,  held  any  conference  together^ 
or  whether  my  choice  was  agreeable  to  their 
withes  ; but,  at  the  appointed  hour  next  morn- 
ing, the  whole  horde  appeared  before  me,  with 
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Haripa  at  their  head.  He  was  a man  about 
forty  years  of  age,  tall,  well  made,  exceedingly 
ftrong,  and  confequently  formed  by  nature  for 
ruling  the  feeble  multitude. 

Before  I proceeded  to  inftall  him,  I defired 
to  know  whether  they  were  all  agreed  in  ac- 
knowledging him ; or  if  any  one  objected  to 
his  eledion.  Being  affured  that  they  were 
unanimous,  I ordered  Klaas  to  approach.  Klaaa 
immediately  advanced,  holding  in  his  hand  one 
of  thofe  grenadier  caps  given  me  by  Colonel 
Gordon,  and  of  which  1 have  already  fpoken. 
He  had  brufhed  it  with  great  care ; and  had 
polifhed  the  copperplate  in  the  front,  which  ' 
was  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Holland, 
that  is  to  fay,  a lion  rampant,  having  in  one 
of  his  fore-paws  feven  arrows,  and  in  the  other 
a naked  fabre. 

This  fymbol  could  not'  fail  to  pleafe  thefe 
favages,  as  it  exhibited  a reprefentation  of  the 
weapons  peculiar  to  them,  and  of  the  mofl 
formidable  animal  of  their  country,  which  I 
took  care  to  point  out  to  them.  They  tefti- 
lied  their  admiration  in  the  moft  cxpreflivc 
manner ; and  imagined  that,  fuperior  to  kings, 

I had  by  my  almighty  power  made  this  work 

during 
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<3uring  the' night,  merely  with  a view  to  afFof  J 
them  pleafure. 

After  this  preparation,  I commanded  filence  j 
and,  caufing  the  monarch  to  approach  me,  I pla- 
ced the  cap  upon  his  head  with  great  folemnity. 
I then  affixed  to  the  fkin,  which  formed  his 
drefs,  feveral  rows  of  glafs  beads ; gave  him  a 
girdle  made  of  a firing  of  very  large  ones ; or- 
namented his  arms  with  tin  bracelets,  and  fuf- 
pended  from  his  neck  a fmall  padlock,  fliaped 
like  a butterfly,  the  key  of  which  I had  loft. 
Such  padlocks,  made  in  the  form  of  animals  of 
every  kind,  are  very  common  at  the  Cape. 
They  come  from  China ; and  are  brought  to 
Africa  by  the  captains  of  the  Company’s  fhips 
which  trade  in  the  Indian  feas. 

During  the  ceremony  .of  inftallation,  the 
whole  horde,  dumb  and  motionlefs  through 
admiration,  feemed  loft  in  ecftacy.  Haripa 
himfelf,  though  highly  gratified,  did  not  dare  to 
make  the  leaft  movement,  and  obferved  a gra- 
vity altogether  rifible.  When  the  inaugura- 
tion was  finifhed,  and  he  was  completely 
drefled,  I prefented  him  with  a mirror,  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  fatisfadion  of  furveymg  his 
own  figure.  I then  fhewed  him  to  the  people, 

who 
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who  exprefled  their  joy  by  Ihouts  and  applaufea 
without  end. 

Ye  honeft  hearts,  who  perufe  this  account^ 
behold  what  it  coft  me  to  reftore  peace  among 
a whole  tribe,  and  to  prevent  them  from  de- 
ftroying  each  other!  From  this  moment  con- 
cord was  re- eftabl idled  ; univerfal  joy  prevailed 
throughout  the  horde  ; and  they  inftantly  be- 
gan their  dancings,  which  continued  for  three 
clays  and  three  nights  without  intermiffion* 
They  killed  for  this  feftival  feveral  fat  fheep, 
and  even  twm  oxen  ; an  extraordinary  and 
truly  adoriifhing  magnificence  among  a peo- 
ple, who,  when  they  barter  one  of  their  daugh- 
ters for  a cow,  think  they  have  made  an  ex- 
cellent bargain. 

If  the  Koraquas  fet  fuch  a high  value  on 
their  horned  cattle,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  the 
principal  part  of  their  riches.  They  do  not, 
however,  make  them  an  objed  of  trade.  Being 
too  far  diftant  from  the  colonies  to  have  any 
commercial  intercourfe  with  them,  either  di- 
rc(ffly  or  indiredly,  they  can  traffic  with  theit 
cattle  only  among  themfelves  or  their  neigh- 
bours. 

When  I wifhed,  therefore,  to  purchafe  a 
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fufficient  number  for  my  waggons,  to  fupply 
the  place  of  thofe  I had  loft,  I procured  them- 
at  a price  which  made  me  even  afhamed.  An 
ox  coft  me  only  a fmall  bit  of  iron  or  a nail ; 
and  thofe  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  make 
fuch  an  exchange  were  highly  fatisfied  with 
their  bargain. 

I am  fully  convinced  that,  had  I been  de- 
firous  to  tempt  them,  by  expofing  to  their 
view  certain  trinkets,  I might  have  got,  with- 
out exception,  every  thing  that  belonged  to  the 
horde.  This  reminds  me  of  the  Indians  I had 
I'een  at  Surinam,  who,  forgetting  in  the  morn- 
ing that  they  mull  repofe  at  night,  will  fell 
their  hammock  for  the  end  of  a lighted  w^ax- 
eandle.  Thefe  people  would  not  give  the 
fmalleft  article  for  a hun\dred'weight  of  wax- 
eandles  in  packets ; but  they  are  feduced  by 
the  fplendour  of  one  that  is  lighted.  They  arc 
children  who,  to  obtain  any  trifle  that  gives 
•them  plealure  for  the  moment,  will  offer  and 
readily  refign  whatever  they  polfefs. 

■ ■ It  is  often  from  the  fame  chiklifli  fpirit  that 
the  favage  is  fo  ready  to  pilfer,  and  appropriate 
to  his  own  life  whatever  he  finds  pleafmg  or 
fuited  to  his  purpofes.  The  Koraquas  at- 
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tempted  to  carry  away  fome  of  my  efFeds,  even 
before  my  face  ; and  to  prevent  their  rapacity, 
I W'as  obliged  either  to  watch  over,  or  to  depo- 
fit  them  in  fome  place  of  fafety,  where  they 
could  no  longer  afford  temptation. 

Thefe  people  arc  tall,  and  confequently  of 
greater  ffature  than  the  Hottentots  of  the  colo- 
nies. My  Hottentots,  for  inftance,  reached 
only  to  their  flroulders  ; but,  notwithftariding 
this  difference  of  fize,  and  that  of  their  cheeks 
which  are  lefs  prominent,  and  though  their 
Ikins  are  blacker,  I believe  them  to  be  defcended 
from  the  fame  race.  At  any  rate  they  have 
the  fame  language  and  cuftoms  as  the  Nimi- 
quas  their  neighbours,  who  are  certainly  of 
Hottentot  extradion. 

Their  drefs  alfo  is  the  fame  in  form  as  that 
of  the  Nimiquas,  though  it  differs  in  the  fub- 
,ftance,  being  compofed  of  the  fl^:in  of  the 
hysena,  and  particularly  of  that  of  the  jackal, 
an  animal  found  in  great  abundance  in  thofe 
barren  regions.  With  regard  to  the  fkins  ef 
the  buffaloe  and  the  giraffe,  as  they  are  too 
thick  to  be  iifed  for  dreffes,  they  employ  them 
only  to  cover  their  huts. 

As  the  exceffive  drynefs  of  the  country 
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renders  fprlngs  very  rare,  the  Koraquas  woald 
be  unable  to  inhabit  it,  had  they  not  found  the 
means  of  remedying  this  fcarcity  of  water. 
Fpy.  this  purpofe,  they  dig  in  the  earth  a kind  of 
cifterhs  or  rather  wells,  to  which  they  defeend 
gradually  by  fteps ; and  thefe  people  are  the 
only  African  nation  among  whom  I ever 
found  the  fame  mark  of  induftry. 

As  their  wells  always  contain  little  water, 
and  as  none  is  to  be  loft,  they  take  care  to  fe- 
cure  it  even  from  the  birds,  by  clofing  up  the 
mouth  of  the  hole  with  ftoncs  and  the  branches 
of  trees ; fo  that,  unlefs  one  knows  the  fpot, 
it  is  impollible  to  find  it.  They  go  dow'n 
into  it  every  day,  to  fetch  up  as  much]w^ater  as 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  their 
people  and  cattle.  They  draw”  it  in  a kind  of 
veflels  made  of  a piece  of  hollowed  wood, 
and  pour  it  into  the  fkins  of  buffaloes  or  gi- 
raffes, placed  in  a concave  form  on  the  ground 
to  hold  it ; but  they  diftribute  it  with  the  ut- 
moft  parfimony,  and  never  draw  more  than 
they  abfolutely  have  occafion  for. 

Notwithftanding  this  ftrid  economy,  the 
wells  often  become  dry,  and  in  that  cafe  the 
horde  is  obliged  to  remove  to  fome  other  place. 
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Among  all  the  weftern  tribes,  therefore,  ther^ 
are  none  who  lead  fo  wandering  a life  ^4%.the 
Koraqnas  ; the  confequence  of  which'is,  that, 
avothcy  often  change  their  abode,andacquiF«'T!^w 
neighbours,  they  miift,  in  fome  meafure,  adopt 
the  cuftoms  of  the  nations  near  which  they  fix 
their  lefidence.  Some  tribes  of  them  greafe 
themfelves  like  the  Hottentots ; while  others 
tattoo  their  face,  breaft,  and  arms,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Caffres.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  fame  colour  is  not  em-' 
ployed  by  all  the  Koraqiias.  Each  has  his  own, 
according  as  caprice  may  diretSt  him  in  his 
choice,  and  it  generally  varies  every  day  ; 
which  renders,  as  one  may  fay,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  fame  horde  Grangers  to  each  other, 
and  gives  them  a motley  appearance,  as  if  they 
were  d refled  for  a mafquerade. 

After  the  accident  of  my  w^ound  in  the  horde 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  by  a prickly  geranium,  I al- 
ways took  care,  when  I encamped  in  a new 
fpot,  to  caufe  all  thofe  I could  find  around  me 
to  be  torn  up.  Among  thofe  which  we  had 
occafion  to  deftroy,  near  Haripa’s  kraal,  I 
found  a mofl;  fuperb  one,  with  three  long 
prickles,  a figure  of  which  fhall  be  given, 
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when  I publilli  an  account  of  the  new  plants 
I colleded  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels. 

I 

I found  alfo,  in  the  fame  neighbourhood, 
two  new  fpecies  of  euphorbia,  engravings  of 
which  are  annexed.  The  firft,  which  I call 
the  melon-ribbed  euphorbia,  does  not  rife  more 
than  three  or  four  inches  from  the  ground,  to 
which  it  adheres  by  a colledion  of  fibrous 
roots,  iffuing  from  feveral  tubercles  difpofed  in 
the  manner  of  a crown.  The  ftem  forms  a 
flatted  globe  excavated  at  the  fummit,  and  has 
ribs  like  the  apple  which  we  call  in  Prance 
cahtlle  blanche,  Thefe  ribs  are  elevated,  thick, 
and  convex,  have  a greenifh  colour,  and  are 
marked  with  brown  tranfverfal  bands.  From 
the  fummit  of  the  ribs  ifilie  feveral  little  tufts 
of  pedunculate  flowers. 

I gave  the  name  of  the  caterpillar-euphorbia 
to  the  fecond,  becaufe,  when  I flril  found  it, 
I thought  I faw  on  it  feveral  beautiful  hair}" 
Caterpillars.  The  defcription  of  it  in  a few 
words  is  as  follows : From  a very  large  tube- 
rous root,  which  here  and  there  throws  out  a 
few  thready  fibres,  ifllie  feveral  ftalks  almofl  of 
the  length  of  the  finger  ; they  creep  along  the 
ground,  are  twilled,  wmody,  defiitute  of  leaves, 

and 
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and  fiirniflicd  with  feveral  rows  of  round 
tubercles,  each  guarded  by  two  prickles. 

Both  thcfe  kinds  of  euphorbuini  are  to  be 
dreaded  ; becaufe,  being  low  and  mixed  with 
the  herbage  like  mufhrooms,  animals,  as  they 
feed,  run  the  rilk  of  eating  them  with  their 
pafture. 

Though  this  part  of  the  country  is  dry  and 
' barren,  it  affords  an  abundant  variety  of  plants, 
from  which  an  expert  botanifl:  might  have 
derived  more  benefit  than  I did.  I,  however, 
made  a great  number  of  drawings  of  the  moft 
remarkable  objedts  ; engravings  from  which  I 
intend  to  publifh  hereafter. 

During  my  refidence  with  this  horde,  I ob- 
ferved  large  flocks  of  cranes  and  parocjuets 
pafs  regularly  over  our  heads  every  day,  from 
north-w’efl;  to  fouth-eaft.  The  latter  appeared 
to  me  to  be  proceeding  towards  Cafiraria; 
and  they  were  perhaps  of  the  fpecies  I had  feen 
in  that  eoiintry.  I diftinguiflied  them  by  the 
continual  chattering  which  they  made  during 
their  flight,  and  by  their  manner  of  flying  in 
pairs,  male  and  female ; but  they  were  at  fo 
great  a height  that  I could  not  kill  any  of  them  ; 
^nd  this  was  the  cafe  with  all  the  birds  of  paR 
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I'age  I had  an  opportunity  of  feeing.  As  the 
country  had  notliing  to  induce  them  todefcend, 
none  of  them  flopped.  My  hunting  excur- 
fions,  therefore,  were  become  tirefome;  and  my 
colledHons  did  not  increafe  fo  much  as  I 
wiflied. 

With  regard  to  the  animals  that  were  to 
fupply  the  confiderable  confumption  made 
daily  by  my  company,  I could  depend  neither 
on  giraffes,  buffaloes,  nor  the  rhinoceros, 
,\vhich,  being  too  wild,  could  not  be  approached. 
My  whole  refource,  therefore,  was  in  the  an- 
telopes ; but,  though  I had  in  no  part  feen  fo 
many,  and  though  they  w^andered  here  in 
immenfc  flocks,  I found  it  very  difficult  to  get 
near  them. 

While  under  this  embarraffment,  Haripa, 
who  thought  himfelf  much  indebted  to  me 
for  the  prefents  I had  given  him,  and  who 
from  gratitude  and  attachment  accompanied 
me  every  where,  promiled,  if  I would  follow 
his  advice,  and  hunt  after  the  Koraqua  manner, 
to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  killing,  without 
quitting  the  fpot,  more  game  than  would  be 
fufficieut  for  all  my  company  during  a whole 
mpoa.  This  c^ttraordinary  promifc  appeared  \o 
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me  exaggeration  ; but,  as  it  was  eafy  for  me  to 
afcertain  the  truth  of  it,  and  as  it  afforded  me 
the  hopes  of  learning  fomething,  perhaps,  that 
I did  not  know,  1 confented  to  make  a trial. 

Next  morning,  as  loon  as  it  was  day,  the 
chief  fent  out  fifty  men  to  track  on  the  hills 
and  eminences  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  horde.  About  noon,  one  of  them  returned 
to  give  notice,  that  they  had  driven  feveral 
Hocks  of  antelopes  together ; that  they  now 
formed  an  immenfe  body,  moving  towards  the 
plain  and  that  they  would  not  fail  foon  to 
make  their  appearance. 

I immediately  fet  put  with  Haripa,  who 
polled  me  in  a defile  of  the  plain,  through 
which,  as  he  conjedured  from  the  diredion 
purfued  by  the  trackers,  the  antelopes  mull 
neceffarily  pafs ; and  indeed  we  had  not  long 
remained  in  this  pofition  when  we  faw,  rifing 
from  the  fides  of  the  hills,  clouds  of  duff, 
which  feemed  every  moment  to  extend  them- 
felves  and  to  became  larger.  He  then  defired 
me  to  lie  down  on  my  bellv,  with  my  face  to- 
wards the  ground  ; and  In  this  poflnre,  which 
appeared  to  me  very  little  proper  for  hunting, 
I waited  the  event  in  filence. 

The  antelopes  advanced  full  fpeed,  and  did 

not 
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not  fail  to  dircdt  their  courfe  towards  us,  as  he 
had  forefeen.  As  the  fituation  had  taken 
did  not  permit  them  to  fee  us,  they  were  not 
ftartled,  but  proceeded  forwards  without  alter- 
ing their  diredion  ; when  about  two  thoufand 
of  them,  however,  had  paffed  us,  he  rofe  up, 
began  to  difcharge  his  arrows,  and  defired  me 
to  fire  at  the  fame  time. 

I was  fully  fehfible  that,  when  the  herd  was 
once  put  in  motion,  the  antelopes  in  the  rear 
would  follow  the  reft ; and  that,  during  the 
impreffion  of  their  fear  which  made  them  fly, 
and  throw  themfelves  in  crowds  towards  us, 
> they  would  not  be  able  to  perceive  us.  I faw 
alfo  that  the  favages,  by  difpatching  them 
filcntly  with  their  arrows,  ran  no  rifk  of  fear- 
ing them  ; but  I was  apprehenfive  that,  if  I 
fired  my  fufee,  the  explofion  might  fpread 
terror  among  them,  and  that  they  would  then 
return  the  way  they  had  come. 

My  apprehenfions,  though  founded  in  rea- 
fon,  were  not  verified.  I fired  repeatedly 
in  all  diredions,  but  the  column  continued 
to  advance  as  before ; and  fear  produced  on 
their  fhcepifli  inftind  no  other  effed  than  that 
of  making  them  move  on  fafter. 

1 frequently  poured  the  contents  of  my  fufee 
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into  the  middle  of  this  confufed  multitude,  and 
each  of  my  balls  often  brought  down  feveral  of 
them  at  a time.  Had  I wlfhed  for  as  many,  I 
might  eafily  have  procured  a hundred ; and  !• 
ceafed  firing,  merely  becaufe  fuch  a quantity  of 
game  would  have  been  of  no  ufe  to  me. 

Every  time  I difcharged  my  piece  at  thefc 
antelopes,  their  rumps,  immediately  and  at  the 
fame  moment,  all  became  white  ; and  thofc 
thoufands  of  red  backs  flying  before  me  formed, 
as  it  were,  one  fheet  of  fnow,  which  feemed  dil- 
played  only  to  difappear  again  in  an  inftant. 

I have  already  fpoken  of  that  fingular  pro- 
perty of  the  fpring-bock  antelope,  wdiich  has 
the  faculty  of  changing  at  will  the  colour  of 
its  rump,  which  is  red,  and  of  making  it  fud- 
denly  become  white,  as  if  by  a kind  of  en- 
chantment. A phenomenon  of  this  nature 
prefents  at  firfl;  to  the  mind  -fomething  mar- 
vellous ; it  is,  however,  ftridly  true,  and  may 
be  eafily  comprehended  after  the  following 
explanation. 

The  long  thick  hair  which  covers  the  rump 
of  the  fpring-bock  antelope  is,  in  general,  of  a 
tawny  hue;  but,  though  it  appears  to  be  en- 
tirely of  that  colour,  it  is  only  the  furface  that 
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is  really  fo;  for  underneath  it  Is  of  a pure 
white,  and  in  its'  natural  fuuation  this  part  is 
entirely  concealed.  Now  all  the  hair  on  the 
rump  grows  from  a ftrong  tiflue.of  mufcular 
fibres,  by  means  of  which  the  animal  can,  at 
pleafure,  extend  or  contrad  the  fkln  ; fo  that, 
when  extended,  the  upper  hair  is  laid  flat  to 
the  right  and  left,  and  that  below  only,  which 
is  perfedly  v^^hite,  remains  expofed  to  view, 
and  even  covers  the  reft.  I cannot  better  de- 
fcribe  this  operation,  than  by  comparing  it  to 
the  adion  of  opening  and  (liutting  a book 
placed  on  its  bacL 

Another  fad,  more  difficult  to  be  explained, 
is  the  prodigious  multiplication  of  thefe  ante- 
lopes in  a country  infefted  with  carnivorous 
animals,  which  it  eveiy  where  produces.  I 
liad  in  other  places  met  with  a few  of  their  nu- 
merous flocks  ; but,  when  I beheld  this,  I often 
wmndered  how  fo  many  thoufands  of  animals, 
which,  by  their  number,  muft  have  dried  up 
the  ftreams,  and  confumed  the  pafturage  of  a 
w’hole  diftrid,  could  live  in  a place  fo  barren 
and  deftitute  of  water.  But  though  antelopes, 
as  well  as  goats,  have  not  the  fame  need  of 
drink  as  ether  animals,  they  doubtlefs  com- 
monly 
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monly  ‘inhabit  more  fertile  cantons,  and  there 
were  fuch  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  will  pre- 
fently  tie  feen.  In  Ihort,  to  give  my  readers 
an  idea  how  numerous  this  herd  was,  I fhall 
only  fay  that,  notwithftanding  the  rapidity 
of  its  courfe,  it  employed  three  whole  hours  to 
^pafs  me. 

In  the  relation  of  my  firft  travels,  I have 
mentioned  this  antelope  under  the  name  of  the 
gazelle  de  parade — an  appellation  exceedingly 
well  fulted  to  it,  as  it  feems  to  produce  the 
change  I have  fpoken  of,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  ornamenting  its  rump  with  a fplendid 
colour.  On  account  of  this  denomination,  I 
have  been  reproached  by  a Journalift  with  not 
having  ftudied  the  true  principles  of  the  zoolo- 
gical nomenclature ; but  the  critic  was  doubt- 
lefs  ignorant,  that  the  above  name  is  one  of 
thole  given  to  this  antelope  at  the  Cape  of 
Good- Hope,  where  the  planters  diftinguifli  it 
by  that  of  pronk-bock  (the  goat  which  adorns 
itfelf ):  it  is  known  alfo  by  thofe  of  the  leaping 
goat,  and  the  goat  of  palfage.  All  thefe  dif- 
ferent denominations  are  derived  from  the  ha- 
bits of  the  animal ; and,  in  my  opinion,  they 
are  all  preferable  to  thofe  ftrange  and  barba- 
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rous  names,  which  prefent  no  analogy  between 
them  and  the  thing  they  exprefs.  For  furely 
the  triieft  principles  of  nomenclature  are  thofe 
which  beft  paint  the  objects  they  are  intended 
to  make  known. 

I never  faw  any  where  fo  beautiful  a breed 
of  goats  as  among  the  Koraquas.  I purchafed 
feveral,  of  them,  which  were  added  to  my 
flock.  When  I paffed  through  the  diftricSt  of 
the  Twenty-four- Rivers,  my  friend  Liewen- 
berg  had  mentioned  thefe  animals,  which  he 
knew  only  by  report,  and  he  begged  me,  if  I 
could,  to  bring  him  a male.  Having  found 
one  that  was  really  remarkable,  both  on  ac- 
count of  its  fize  and  the  length  and  breadth  of 
its  horns,  I purchafed  it  for  my  friend,  at  the 
expcnce  of  a nail  of  a moderate  fize,  and  a 
few  glafs  beads. 

With  nails  of  different  fizes  I in  like  man- 
ner procured  twenty-one  oxen  for  my  wag- 
gons. The  favages  fliewed  the  utmoft  avidity 
to  obtain  the  fmalleflbits  of  iron,  becaufe  they 
ferved  to  make  points  for  their  affagays  or  their 
arrows. 

Notwithftanding  their  great  fondnefs  for 
drefs,  they  fet  more  value  on  that  metal  than 
n on 
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on  glafs  and  copper  beads,  which  furnifh  them 
with  ornaments.  I am  convinced,  that  for  the 
iron  work  of  the  wheel  of  one  of  my  carriages 
I Ihould  have  received  a herd  of  an  hundred 
head  of  oxen. 

It  was  probable  that  Swanepoel,  in  my 
abfence,  was  employed  on  the  banks  of 
Orange-River,  according  to  my  orders,  in 
procuring  me  a team  or  two.  But  even  if 
he  had  not  fucceeded,  which  was  very  un- 
likely, I had,  without  his  affiftance,  a fufficient 
number  to  draw  my  carriages,  in  the  oxen 
I had  procured  from  the  firft  hordes  through 
which  I had  palled,  and  thofe  I had  lately  pur- 
chafed.  Being  perfedly  eafy  on  this  head,  I 
was  now  in  a condition  to  return  to  my  camp 
and  refume  my  journey  ; and  my  fecurity  was 
fo  much  the  better  founded,  as,  my  new  oxen 
being  accuflomed  to  the  herbage  of  the  diftrid, 

I had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  my  pro- 
grefs  would  be  interrupted  by  them,  as  it  had 
been  by  the  others. 

A new  plan,  however,  ftill  detained  me,  and 
fufpended  my  return.  I had  many  times  heard 
of  a brave  and  warlike  nation,  dreaded  by  all 
the  favages  in  general  of  thele  countries  : I 
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mean  that  of  the  Houzouanas.  Being  neigh-* 
hours  to  the  Boihmen  on  the  eaft,  they  are 
often  confounded  with  thefe  people  j hut  they 
differ  from  them  in  their  difnofition,  language, 
and  manners : they  are,  befides,  a wandering 
tribe ; and,  proceeding  in  their  emigrations 
from  the  one  fea  to  the  other,  they  (hut  up,  as 
one  may  lay,  that  part  of  Africa,  and  form  a 
barrier  acrofs  its  whole  breadth. 

A people  fo  different  from  all  thofe  I had 
feen  deferved  to  be  known.  My  defign  was 
to  fecure  their  friendfhip,  which  was  become 
abfolutely  neceffary,  either  if,  after  returning 
to  my  camp,  I fhould  wdfh  to  refume  my 
journey,  or  if  I proceeded  back  to  the  Cape 
to  begin  it  again. 

I wnas  told  that  I could  not  penetrate  into 
their  country  without  traveling  thofe  of  other 
nations.  Many  of  the  men  belonging  to  Ha- 
ripa’s  horde  propofed,  however,  to  accompany 
me  ; and  I accepted  their  offer,  becaufe  I fhould 
have  occafion  for  guides ; but  I would  take 
only  four,  and  I confequently  fent  back  fuch> 
of  the  Greater  Nimiquas  as  had  hitherto  at-- 
tended  me.  Haripa  came  with  great  ceremony’ 
to  bid  me  fareweh  Having  wiflied  him  a nu- 
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tnerous  progeny,  a peaceful  reign,  and  that 
the  women  might  be  more  fubmiffive,  I fet 
out  at  break  of  day,  to  avoid  the  heat,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey,  with  art  intention  of 
halting  on  the  banks  of  a river  five  leagues 
diftant  from  the  horde,  where,  according  to 
the  account  of  my  guides,  I fiiould  find  as 
many  rhinocerofes  as  I might  wifii.  The  na- 
tives call  this  river  Fijh-Rivef, 

Though  we  had  marched  only  a few  houi's, 
I remarked,  in  the  fmall  fpace  we  traverfed,  a 
great  change  in  the  produftions.  On  all  Tides 
I beheld  different  plants  and  different  animals  * 
and  this  novelty  aftonifhed  me  fo  much,  that 
1 refolved  to  flop  fome  time,  in  order  to  fearch 
for  and  colledt  fuch  curious  objeds  as  might 
be  worthy  of  my  attention.  There  are  fome 
vegetables  and  animals  to  which  nature  feems 
to  have  exclufively  affigned  certain  climates, 
and  which  are  *to  be  found  no  where  elfe. 
Thus,  for  example,,!  did  not  begin  to  find  gi- 
raffes till  I arrived  at  the  twenty-eighth  degree 
of  latitude  ; and  it  was  only  under  the  twenty- 
fifth  that  I found  a kind  of  wild  afs,  of  an 
ifabella  or  pale- yellow  colour. 

This  animal  is,  by  the  Greater  Nimiquas, 
VoL,  III.  D called 
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called  the  white  zebra : but  it  is  certainly  a 
wild  afs ; for,  inftead  of  having  a flriped  fkin 
like  the  zebra,  it  is  of  one  colour,  which  has 
a yellow  tinge.  No  animal  in  all  Africa,  per- 
haps, is  fo  fufpicious,  and  fo  fhy  as  this  kind  of 
afs.  It  appears  every  where  in  large  herds ; 
but  I could  never  get  near  enough  to  fire  at 
any  of  them.  I have,  however,  in  my  pof- 
feffion  a fkin,  which  I purchafed  in*  a horde 
where  it  was  employed  to  cover  the  hut  of  a 
favage.  There  are,  therefore,  three  diftind 
fpecies  of  the  afs  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa : 
the  zebra,  the  quagga,  and  the  kind  above 
mentioned,  which  is  neither  fpotted  nor 
ftriped. 

At  the  Cape,  the  zebra  is  known  under  the 
name  of  Jlreep-ezel  (the  ftriped  afs),  and  the 
quagga  under  that  of  wilde-paerd  (the  wuld 
horfe).  In  the  colonies  the  names  and  the 
animals  arc  fometimes  both  confounded  ; 
which,  in  natural  hiftory,  may  occafion  errors, 
as  has  really  happened  j for  the  quagga  has 
often  been  confidered  as  the  female  of  the 
zebra.  But  the  quagga  and  the  zebra  are  un- 
doubtedly two  different  fpecies,  which,  though 
they  live  in  the  fame  diftrid,  have  no  more 

inter- 
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intercourfe  with  each  other  than  they  have  with 
the  flocks  of  antelopes  that  inhabit  thofe  re- 
gions. 

Vofinaer,  who  never  travelled  in  Africa,' 
and  who,  confeqiiently,  could  know  the  quagga 
only  from  the  accounts  of  others,  pretends  that 
it  is  a mixed  breed,  produced  between  the  ze- 
bra and  a wild  horfe. 

Falfe  ideas  are,  in  my  opinion,  entertained 
in  Europe  refpeding  the  numerous  fuppofed 
mixed  breeds  of  defert  countries.  It  is  believed 
that  nothing  there  is  more  common  ; but  this 
is  certainly  a very  great  error.  Buffbn  him- 
felf,  convinced  of  their  multiplication  in  Africa, 
and  endeavouring  to  explain  the  caufe,  afcribes 
it  to  the  heat  of  the  climate  ; which  rendering 
fprings  fcarce,  and  giving  occafion  fometimes 
to  animals  of  different  fpecies  to  affemble 
around  water  at  the  fame  time,  favours  fuch 
extraordinary  copulations. 

By  aflertions  like  thefe,  w’e  may  diflinguifh 
theories  formed  in  the  clofet.  A naturalift. 
who  has  travelled  will  be  very  cautious  of 
hazarding  them  ; and  experience  will  teach 
him  how  much  the  iaVage  differs  from  the  do* 
jnefUc  animal  in  its  appetite  for  procreation. 

D 2 The 
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The  domeftic  ftate  is  a ftate  of  fervitude,  In 
which  the  individual,  and  even  the  fpecies, 
more  or  lefs  degenerates.  Its  natural  inftindl 
being  thus  _ altered,  the  animal  is  purpofely 
heated  by  a particular  kind  of  food  : it  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  females  and  males  of  its  own 
fpecies,  and  is  forced  to  produce  monfters, 
'which  are  only  a deviation  from  nature.  I 
call  them  a deviation,  becaufe,  as  they  are  bar- 
ren, they  thwart  that  law  which  flie  has  iin- 
pofed  on  all  living  beings,  of  producing  others 
of  the  fame  kind.  In  a favage  ftate  the  indi- 
vidual,’ perfedlly  free,  invariably  follows  thefe 
laws,  copulates  with  thofe  of  its  own  fpecies, 
and  never  with  thofe  of  another. 

If  in  Europe  we  fee  pheafants  produce  with 
a fpecies  different  from  their  own ; if  in  our 
aviaries  the  canary  bird  produces  with  the 
fifkin*,  and  the  linnet  with  the  goldfinch  ; it  is 
only  becaufe  they  are  forced  to  do  fo  by  being 
feparated  from  their  own  females,  and  put  into 
a cage  with  others  of  a difterent  race  ; and  even 
then  it  cannot  be  accompliflied  till  thefe  birds 

* FrlngUla  fpinus.  This  bird  is  called  in  Suflex  the 
barley-bird  •,  becaufe  it  appears  about  the  time  when  thg 
barley  becomes  ripe.  T. 
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have  become,  as  it  were,  natiirallfed  among  us. 
In  vain  would  the  experiment  be  attempted,  or 
at  leaft  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  make  it 
fucceed,  on  the  real  canary  bird,  brought  to 
Europe  with  the  habbs^and  inftind:  of  its  na- 
tive country.  My  friend  Temminck  at  Am- 
fterdam  has  for  many  years  had  an  immenfe 
aviary,  in  which  he  keeps  all  kinds  of  rare  and 
foreign  birds.  The  greater  part  of  them  mul- 
tiply there  as  if  in  a ftate  of  liberty  ; but  none 
of  them  have  hitherto  produced  him  a mixed 
breed. 

The  ftate  of  fervltude  in  which  a domeftlc 
animal  lives,  the  food  to  which  it  is  confined, 
and  the  education  given  it,  alter  and  modify 
its  nature.  By  living  with  us  it  appears,  fo 
to  fpeak,  to  become  corrupted  and  to  alTume 
our  vices.  This  at  leaft'  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe  with  the  dogs,  horfes,  &c.  which  we 
breed.  I have  been  informed  that,  at  the  houfe 
of  an  iipholfterer  in  the  ftreet  Croix- des-Pe- 
tits- Champs  at  Paris,  a ffie-cat  and  a dog  pro- 
duced young  ones,  which  lived.  Had  thefe 
animals  been  reared  in  a foreft,  fooner  than 
copulate  together,  they  would  have  devoured 
each  other. 
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The  quagga  is  not  in  reality,  and  cannot  be 
Engendered  between  a wild  horfe  and  the  ze- 
bra ; for  there  are  no  wild  horfes  indigenous 
in  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa.  The  horfes 
feen  there  at  prefent  have  been  carried  thither 
from  Europe  ; but  thefe  never  ftray  from  the 
colonies,  and  none  ever  advanced,  before  mine, 
to  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
there  are  both  quaggas  and  zebras. 

Befides,  if  that  animal  were  a baftard  breed 
of  the  zebra,  the  young  ones,  while  fuckled  by 
the  mothers,  would  be  feen  following  them  in 
the  herds  of  zebras  : but  this  has  never  been 
pbferved  ; and  the  herds  of  both  fpecies  have 
as  little  intercourfe  as  the  different  herds  of 
antelopes.  1 have  often  feen,  in  the  plains, 
herds  of  zebras  and  herds  of  quaggas  at 
the  fame  time  j but  I always  faw  them  fe- 
parate. 

To  all  thefe  proofs  I fhall  add  that,  before 
European  horfes  were  introduced  at  the  Cape, 
the  quagga  exifted  there,  and  was  known  to 
the  natives.  This  animal  is  much  fmallerthan 
the  zebra ; and  its  cry  has  a perfect  refem- 
blance  to  the  barking  of  a dog.  With  regard 
to  that  of  the  zebra,  it  is  exadly  like  the  found 
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of  a (lone  Hiding  on  the  ice,  after  being  thrown 
with  great  force. 

Difappointed  In  my  hopes  of  getting  near 
enough  to  fhoot  fome  of  thefe  Ifabella-coloured 
wild  afles,  notwithftanding  the  fatigue  and 
trouble  to  which  I fubjeded  myfelf,  I made 
amends  for  the  lofs  by  attacking  the  birds, 
without  number,  prefented  by  this  country, 
which  now  refounded  for  the  firft  time  with 
the  report  of  a fufee.  Plants,  birds  and  qua- 
drupeds, and,  in  fhort,  almoft  every  objed, 
even  to  the  difpofition  and  form  of  the  moun- 
tains, were  new  to  me.  The  ground  w^as 
every  where  covered  with  the  moft  beautiful 
flowers;  and  I faw  fluttering  around  me,  on 
all  Tides,  over  this  rural  and  brilliant  parterre, 
a multitude  of  fmall  birds  of  the  fpecies  of  the 
fugar-eater,  which,  embellifhed  with  the  live- 
lieft  colours,  came  to  Tip  their  nedar,  and 
Teemed  to  be  fo  many  animated  flowers  them- 
felves.  The  odoriferous  juices  on  which  they 
fed,  being  transformed  into  their  fubftance, 
gave  them  an  ambrofial  perfume ; which  made 
me  regret  that  I fhould  have  to  place  them  one 
day  in  my  colledion,  with  birds  which,  hav- 
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ing  fed  only  on  carrion,  caterpillars,  and  dif- 
gulling  infers,  retain  alfo  their  fmell. 

I found  here  the  different  fpecies  which  the 
younger  Geolfroy  has  fmce  brought  from  Se- 
negal ; and  particularly  barbicans,  a variety  of 
thole  defcribed  by  Bulfon,  under  the  name 
of  the  Barbary  barbican,  I found  alfo,  in 
great  abundance,  la  petite  veuve  dominlcaine^ 
defcribed  by  Brilfon,  and  remarkable  for  its 
modell  plumage  and  the  length  of  its  tail.  In 
fhort,  that  I may  fupprefs  uninterelling  de- 
tails, and  give  an  idea  of  the  treafures  which 
this  dillrid;  prefents  to  the  ornithologift,  I 
lhall  only  obferve  that,  of  the  genus  alone  of 
the  fugar- eaters,  or  birds  which  feed  on  the 
juices  of  flowers,  and  which  in  many  nomen- 
clatures are  clalfed,  for  what  reafon  I know 
not,  among  the  wood-peckers,  I found  feven 
dillind:!:  fpecies. 

With  regard  to  large  and  fmall  game,  they 
were  equally  abundant ; and  I will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  this  dillrid;  would  fupply  a fuf. 
ficiency  of  provifions  for  an  army  of  two  thou- 
fand  men. 

Ju  the  midft  of  this  immenfe  menagerie,  th? 
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variety  of  which  kept  me  In  a continual  ilatc 
of  enchantment,  I was  furprifed  not  to  find 
that  prodigious  number  of  rhinocerofes  which 
had  been  mentioned  to  me  by  the  people  of 
Haripa’s  horde.  One  day,  however,  Klaas, 
who  was  always  concerned  in  every  matter  of 
importance,  and  the  firft  to  communicate 
agreeable  intelligence,  came  in  great  hade  to 
my  tent  to  inform  me  that  he  had  obferved,  at 
fome  diftance  from  my  camp,  two  of  thefe 
animals,  handing  quietly,  clofe  to  each  other, 
in  the  middle  of  the  plain  ; and  that  I had  it 
in  my  power  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  the  fined 
hunt  I had  ever  yet  experienced. 

The  hunt,  indeed,  promifed  to  be  amufing  ; 
but,  independently  of  danger,  I forefaw  that  it 
was  likely  to  be  attended  with  difficulties^  To 
attack  two  fuch  formidable  enemies,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  ufe  great  precaution,  and  that  we 
ffiould  approach  them  in  fuch  a manner  as 
that  they  might  neither  fee  nor  fmell  us,  wffiich 
is  always  very  difficult.  I at  firft  propofed  to 
form  a ring,  which  fliould  furround  them  on 
all  ficies ; and  to  advance  upon  them,  gradually 
eontracling  the  circle,  fo  as  to  unite  the  mo- 
ment we  were  about  to  commence  gur  attack ; 

but 
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but  the  favages  affured  me  that,  with  thefc 
animals,  this  plan  was  impradicable.  I gave 
myfelf  up,  therefore,  entirely  to  their  diredion  ; 
and  we  fet  out,  armed  alike,  with  a good  fufee, 
and  with  the  neceflary  courage.  All  my 
hunters  wUhed  to  be  of  the  party,  and  each 
propofed  to  difplay  the  greateft  prowefs.  I 
caufed  two  of  my  ftrongeft  dogs  to  be  led  in  a 
leafli,  in  order  that  they  might  be  let  loofe  on 
the  rhinocerofes,  in  cafe  it  fhoiild  be  found  ne- 
ceflary. We  were  obliged  to  make  a long 
circuit  to  gain  the  lee-fide  of  them,  left  they 
Ihould  fmell  us ; and  we  reached  the  river,  the 
courfe  of  which  wm  followed  under  cover  of 
the  large  trees  that  grew  on  its  banks,  when, 
Klaas  foon  made  us  obferve  the  two  animals, 
at  about  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a league  in 
the  plain. 

As  one  of  them  w^as  much  larger  than  the 
, other,  I fuppofed  them  to  be  a male  and  a fe- 
male. Motionlefs  by  the  fide  of  each  other, 
they  were  ftill  in  the  fame  pofture  in  which 
Klaas  had.firft  feen  them  ; but  they  ftood  with 
their  nofes  to  the  wind,  and  confequently 
prefented  to  us  their  rumps.  It  is  the  cuftom 
of  thefe  animals,  when  thus-  at  reft,  to  place 
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diemfelves  in  tlie  direction  of  the  wind,  in 
order  that  they  may  difcover  by  their  fmell 
what  enemies  they  have  to  dread.  From  time 
to  time,  however,  they  move  their  heads  round 
to  take  a look  behind  them,  and  to  be  allured 
’ that  they  are  fafe  on  all  fides  ; but  it  is  only 
a look,  and  thpy  foon  return  to  their  former 
pofition. 

We  were  already  deliberating  on  the  difpo- 
fitions  to  be  made  for  commencing  the  attack, 
and  I was  giving  fome  orders  to  my  company, 
when  Jonker,  one  of  my  Hottentots,  requefted 
that  I would  permit  him  to  attack  the  two  ani- 
mals alone,  as  a behruyper. 

My  readers  will  here  recoiled:,  that,  when  I 
foolilhly  attempted  to  ^ crofs  the  Elephants- 
Rivcr,  near  its  mouth,  .on  the  trunk  of  a tree, 
Jonker  was  one  of  the  fwimmers  who  faved 
my  life  ; and  that  in  return,  at  the  delire  of  his 
companions,  I raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  hun- 
ter. At  that  time  he  was  entirely  a novice  in 
this  exercife ; but  I have  already  remarked, 
that  he  afterwards  became  a moll  excellent 
Ihot,  and  lurpalTcd  all  the  reft  of  my  hunters, 
particularly  in  the  art  of  creeping, 

I have  before  obferved,  that  hunting  in 
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Africa  has  no  refemblance  to  that  In  Europe ; 
that  to  get  within  reach  of  certain  wnld  animals, 
we  muft  approach  them  without  being  per- 
ceived; and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  get  near 
them  but  by  creeping  on  the  belly.  Thofe 
who  have  acquired  this  art  are  called  bckruypers ; 
and  it  was  in  this  quality  that  Jonker  afked 
leave  to  attack  alone  the  two  rhiiiocerofes, 
affiiring  me  that  he  would  acquit  himfelf  to  my 
latisfadfion. 

As  his  d'efign  would  not  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  our  plan  ; and  as,  in  calc  his  particular 
attack  fhould  not  fucceed,  it  would  not  im- 
pede our  general  one,  I granted  his  requeft. 
Ke  then  Gripped  himfelf  naked,  and,  taking 
his  fufee,  proceeded  towards  the  animals,  creep- 
ing on  his  belly  like  a ferpent. 

In  the  mean  time,  I pointed  out  to  my 
hunters  the  different  polls  they  were  to  occupy. 
They  repaired  to  them  by  circuitous  ways, 
each  accompanied  by  tw^o  men.  As  for  me, 
1 remained  on  the  fpot  where  I was,  with  two 
Hottentots,  one  of  whom  held  ray  horfe,  and 
the  other  my  dogs ; but,  to  avoid  being  feen, 
we  pohed  ourfelves  behind  a bufli. 

In  my  hand  I held  a glafs,  which  had  often 
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enabled  me  to  fee  the  operation  of  ftage  machi- 
nery, and  the  effed;  of  our  theatrical  decorations. 
How  changed  the  fcene  ! At  this  raoment  it 
brought  before,  me  two  hideous  monfters, 
which  at  times  turned  towards  me  their  fright- 
ful heads.  Their  movements,  which  indicated 
fear  and  obfervation,  foon  became  more  fre- 
quent ; and  I was  apprehenfive  they  had  heard 
the  agitation  of  my  dogs,  who,  having  difco- 
vered  them,  made  efforts  to  efcape  from  the 
keeper,  and  rufli  upon  them.  . 

Jonker  ftillkept  flowly  advancing,  but  with 
his  eyes  fixed  on  the  tw’^o  animals.  If  he  faw 
them  turn  their  heads,  he  flopped  and  re- 
mained molionlefs.  One  would  have  taken  him 
for  a large  ftone ; and  indeed,  in  this  refpeit, 
I myfelf  was  deceived. 

He  continued  creeping,  with  various  inter- 
ruptions, for  more  than  an  hour.  At  length  I 
faw  him  proceed  towards  a large  bufh  of  eu- 
phorbia, which  was  only  two  hundred  paces 
from  the  animals.  Being  certain,  when 
he  reached  it,  that  he  could  conceal  himfelf 
there  without  being  feen,  he  rofe  up  ; and, 
calling  his  eyes  every  w'here  around,  to  fee 
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whether  his  comrades  had  arrived  at  their 
pofts,  he  made  preparations  for  firing. 

During  the  time  he  was  creeping  along,  I 
had  followed  him  with  my  eye  j and,  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced,  I felt  my  heart  beat 
with  involuntary  palpitation.  This  palpita- 
tion, however,  increafed,  when  I faw  him  fo 
near  the  animals,  and  juft  upon  the  point  of 
firing  at  one  of  them.  What  wmuld  I not 
have  given  at  that  moment  to  have  been  in  the 
place  of  Jonker,  or  at  leaft  by  his  fide,  that  I 
might  have  brought  down  alfo  one  of  thefe 
favage  monfters  ? I waited  with  the  utmoft 
impatience  for  the  report  of  the  gun,  and  I 
could  not  conceive  what  prevented  him  from 
firing  ; but  the  Hottentot  who  ftood  near  me, 
and  who  was  able  by  the  bare  fight  to  diftin- 
guhh  him  as  perfedly  as  I could  wdth  my  glafs, 
informed  me  of  his  defign.  He  told  me,  that 
Jonker  did  not  fire,  becaufe  he  was  waiting  till 
one  of  the  rhinocerofes  fhould  turn  round,  that 
he  might,  if  poflible,  take  aim  at  its  head  ; and 
that,  on  the  firft  motion  they  made,  I fhould 
hear  the  report. 

Prefently  the  largeft  of  the  two,  having 
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looked  behind,  was  immediately  fired  at. 
Being  wounded,  he  fent  forth  a horrid  cry ; 
and,  followed  by  the  female,  ran  furioufly  to- 
wards the  place  from  which  the  noife  had 
proceeded.  I found  my  heart  now  agitated 
by  the  moll  violent  emotion  ; and  my  fear  was 
carried  to  its  utmoft  extent.  A cold  fweat 
diffufed  itfelf  over  my  whole  body ; and 
my  heart  beat  with  fucn  force  as  to  pre-* 
vent  me  from  breathing.  I expeded  to  fee 
the  two  monfters  tear  up  the  bulh,  tread  the 
unfortunate  Jonker  under  their  feet,  and  rend 
him  to  pieces  ; but  he  had  thrown  himfelf 
down  with  his  belly  on  the  ground,  and  this 
ftratagem  fucceeded.  They  palled  clofe  by 
his  fide  without  perceiving  him,  and  canie 
ftraight  towards  me. 

My  fear  now  gave  place  to  joy,  and  1 pre- 
pared to  receive  them;  but  my  dogs,  animated 
by  the  report  they  had  heard,  became  fo  reft- 
lefs  on  their  approach,  that,  being  unable  to 
check  them,  I ordered  them  to  be  let  loofe,  and 
encouraged  them  to  the  attack. 

When  the  animals  faw  this,  they  inftantly 
turned  afide,  and  proceeded  towards  another 
of  the  hunters  placed  in  ambulh,  from  whom 
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they  received  a fecond  fire,  and  then  to  anCr-* 
ther,  from  whom  they  received  a third.  My 
dogs,  on  the  other  hand,  harafled  them  prodi- 
gioufly,  which  ftill  increafed  their  rage.  They 
kicked  at  them  in  the  moft  terrible  manner ; 
ploughed  up  the  plain  with  their  horns  ; and, 
digging  furrows  in  it  feven  or  eight  inches 
in  depth,  threw  around  them  a fhower  of 
pebbles  and  ftones. 

During  this  time  we  all  kept  approaching, 
in  order  to  furround  them  moire  clofely,  and  to 
unite  againft  them  our  forces.  The  multitude 
of  enemies  by  which  they  found  themlelves 
enclofed  rendered  them  completely  furious. 
The  male,  however,  fuddenly  flopped  ; and, 
turning  round  to  attack  the  dogs,  endeavoured 
to  rip  up  their  bellies  with  his  horn  ; and  while 
he  was  engaged  in  purfuing  them,  the  female 
quitted  him  and  made  her  efcape. 

I was  highly  pleafed  at  her  flight,  which  I 
confidered  as  a fortunate  circumflance  ; for  it 
is  certain  that,  notwithftanding  our  number 
and  our  arms,  w^e  fhould  hax'c  been  much  em- 
barrafled  by  two  fo  formidable  adverfarles.  I 
muft  even  confefs,  that,  without  the  afliftance 
of  my  dogs,  we  fliould  not  have  been  able  to 
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combat,  but  with  great  hazard  and  danger,  the 
bne  that  remained.  The  bloody  traces,  which  he 
left  wherever  he  went,  announced  that  he  had 
received  more  thoin  one  wound ; but,  reduced 
to  defpair,  he  only  defended  hiinfelf  with  the 
greater  ohilinacy. 

Aiter  a fruitleis  attack,  which  continued  for 
fome  time,  he  began  to  retreat ; and  feemed  a$ 
ifdehroiis  of  gaining  tome  buthes,  apparently 
with  a view  of  finding  fhelter,  and  to  prevent 
his  being  haraffed  but  in  front.  I gueffed  his 
hratagem  ; and,  in  order  to  difappoint  him,  I 
rufhed  towards  the  bullies,  and  madea’fign  to 
the  two  hunters  who  were  neareft  me  to  ad- 
•Vance  thither  alfo.  He  W’as  only  thirty  paces 
from  us,  when  we  took  pofiefTion  of  the  poll ; 
accordingly  we  all  at  the  fame  time  prefented 
our  pieces,  and,  difeharging  cur  three  fhots,  he 
inllantly  fell,  and  was  never  after  able  to  rife. 

i beheld  his  fall  w'ith  the  utmofl;  fatisfadlion  i 
as  a hunter  and  a naturalill,  it  afforded  me  a 
double  triumph. 

Though  mortally  wounded,  the  animal  ftlll 
continued  to  defend  himfelf  when  lying  on 
the  ground,  as  he  had  done  when  on  his  legs. 
With  his  feet  he  threw  around  him  heaps  of 
, VoL'  in,  E hones  j 
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ftones  ; and  neither  we  nor  our  dogs  durR  ven- 
ture to  approach  him.  I wifhcd  to  put  an  end 
to  his  torment,  by  firing  one  more  ball,  and 
was  making  preparations  for  the  purpofe, 
when  my  people  entreated  me  to  defift.  As 
I could  not  afcribe  their  reqiieft  to  fentiments 
of  pity,  I was  at  a lofs  to  conceive  what  could 
be  their  motive. 

I have  already  faid,  that  all  the  favage  tribes, 
and  even  the  people  at  the  Cape  and  in  the 
colonies,  fet  a high  value  on  the  dried  blood 
of  the  rhinoceros,  to  which  they  afcribe  great 
virtues  in  the  cure  of  certain  diforders,  and 
w^hich  they  confider,  in  particular,  as  a fove- 
reign  remedy  for  obRnidtions.  The  reader 
will  recoiled,  that  when  Swanepocl, intoxicated 
by  Pinar,  fell  under  the  wheels  of  my  carriage, 
and  had  one  of  his  ribs  broken,  he  afked  me 
for  the  blood  of  the  rhinoceros  ; but,  as  none 
of  it  could  be  had,  he  drank  fome  brandy  in 
its  Read.  Nature  alone  effeded  a cure ; but 
he  afciibed  it  to  the  liquor,  and  acknowledged 
that  this  remedy,  equally  proper,  he  faid,  for 
the  fick  and  the  found,  was  preferable  to  the 
other.  His  companions,  however,  had  retained 
their  prepofTeffion  ; and  they  were  determined 
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t6  have  a ftore  of  rhinoceros-blood.  The 
animal  had  lofl;  a great  deal  by  his  wounds.  It 
Was  with  much  regret  that  they  faw  the  earth 
moiftened  with  it  around  him  ; and  they  were 
apprehenfive  that  a new  wound  would  increafe 
that  lofs. 

Scarcely  had  the  animal  breathed  his  laft, 
when,  both  old  and  new  Hottentots,  all  ap- 
proached with  eagernefs,  in  order  to  collect: 
the  blood.  With  that  view  they  cut  open  its 
belly,  and  took  out  the  bladder,  which  they 
emptied.  One  of  them  then  applied  the  mouth 
of  it  to  one  of  the  wounds,  while  the  reft 
fhook  a leg  of  the  animal  to  make  the  blood 
flow  more  readily.  In  a little  time,  to  their 
great  joy,  the  bladder  was  filled ; and  I am 
perfuaded  that  with  what  was  loft  they  might 
have  filled  twenty. 

I had  approached  the  body  alfd,  but  with  a 
different  defign ; for  my  intention  was  only  to 
meafure  and  examine  it.  The  favages  of  the 
horde,  accuftomed  to  fee  fuch  animals  very 
often,  affured  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  largeft 
of  its  fpecies.  Ij  however,  did  not  believes 
them  ; and  what  induced  me  to  doubt  their 
information  was,  that  its  principal  horn  was 
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only  [in  French  meafure]  nineteen  inched 
three  lines  in  length  ; and  I had  leen  horns 
much  longer  in  the  polTefiion  of  forne  of  the 
Dutch  planters.  The  height  of  the  animal 
was  feven  feet  five  inches,  and  its  length,  from 
the  fnout  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  eleven  feet 
fix  inches. 

Refpeding  the  African  rhinoceros, Dr.  Spar- 
mann  has  publiT.ed  a learned  difiertation,  as 
valuable  for  the  refearches  he  made,  as  for  the 
truth  and  corre6;nefs  of  the  fadts  he  relates. 
To  attempt  to  fpeak  of  the  animal  after  him 
would  be  expofing  myfelf  to  repetition,  or  to 
the  flianie  of  being  accounted  a plagiarift.  I 
regret,  however,  that  a work  in  which  the 
rhinoceros  is  fo  well  deferibed  fhould  be  ac- 
companied with  fo  faulty  a figure. 

I allude  only  to  the  engravings  publiilied  in 
the  French  and  Dutch  tranflations.  Flaving 
never  feen  the  Swedifh  original,  I do  not  know 
whether  it  be  equally  defedive ; and  under 
that  uncertainty  1 Ihall  one  day  publifii  a draw- 
ing of  the  animal,  fuch  as  1 took  it  from  nature. 
In  the  tranfiation  of  Bruce’s  Travels  into 
Abyffinia,  there  is  another  figure  of  the  two- 
horned rhinoceros  ; but  it  is  faulty  alfo  ; as 
' the 
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tlie' French  engraver  has  improperly  given  it 
the  folds  of  the  one- horned  rhinoceros,  which 
it  certalniy  has  not,  at  lead;  in  the  fouthern 
part  of  Africa : and  that  thefe  animals  are  fo 
formed  in  Abyflinia,  I very  much  doubt. 

In  fpeaking  ot  Quammtdaka,  a canton  fitu- 
ated  to  the  eaft,  Mr.  Sparmann  fays,  “ that  it  is 
“ the  principal  abode  of  the  two-horned  rhino- 
“ ceros.”  The  author  is  here  miflaken ; but 
his  error  is  the  more  pardonable,  as  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  countries  which 
would  have  aflhrded  him  better  information. 

The  tiger,  the  lion,  and  other  quadrupeds, 
which  live  upon  prey,  frequent  diftridts  where 
flocks  are  fed,  and  which  produce  an  abun- 
dance of  wild  animals.  With  the  rhinoceros 
the  cafe  is  different.  As  his  food,  like  that  of 
the  elephant,  conlifls  in  vegetables,  which  are 
every  where  to  be  found,  and  as  he  is  flill 
more  favage,  he  removes,  like  the  elephant, 
from  all  inhabited  places. 

It  may  be  readily  perceived,  therefore,  that 
with  fuch  habits,  inftead  of  preferring  for  his 
refidence  a peopled  diftriff,  intcrfperfed  with 
farms,  like  that  of  Quammedaka,  he  ought  on 
the  contrary  to  avoid  it.  If  from  time  to  time 
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fomc  few  are  feen  there,  they  are,  as  one  may 
lay,  loft  travellers,  which,  being  foon  Jifcovered 
and  purfued  by  the  inhabitants,  are  either  kill- 
ed or  obliged  to  feek  their  native  country  as 
faft  as  poffible. 

If  there  were  abundance  of  rhinocerofes  in 
Quammedaka  in  the  time  of  Dr.  Sparmann, 
there  were  none  there  in  my  time,  any  more* 
than  in  the  colony  itfelf,  which  they  defected 
in  proportion  as  it  began  to  be  better  peopled. 

Bontius,”  adds  Mr.  Sparmann,  “ remark- 

I 

“ ed  long  ago,  that  the  rhinoceros  is  generally 
“ killed  with  powder  and  ball.  Buffon,  pro- 
bably,  did  not  pay  attention  to  this  palfage, 
“ when  he  aflerts,  on  the  authority  of  Ger- 
“ vaife,  that  the  Ikin  of  the  rhinoceros  cannot 
“ be  pierced  by  any  ball.” 

If  we  can  give  credit  to  certain  travellers, 
the  one-horned  rhinoceros,  the  fcaly  fkin  of 
which  is  folded  back  on  the  neck,  in  the  form 
of  a mantelet,  is  fo  hard  that  it  withftands  a 
mufket  flrot  j and  it  is  probably  this  fpecies  to 
which  Buffon  alludes. 

For  my  part,  I am  acquainted  with  thofe  only 
of  Southern  Africa,  and  never  faw  any  but 
the  two-horned  rhinoceros,  which  has  a fmooth 
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fkin  like  the  elephant.  No  other  kind  is 
known  at  the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies ; and 
with  regard  to  this  fpecies,  its  Ikin  is  not  proof 
againft  ball ; as  is  proved  by  the  hunt  of  which 
I have  here  given  the  hiftory ; and  I am  per- 
luaded,  that  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  one- 
horned rhinoceros. 

The  fmall  horn  of  the  one  we  killed  was  a 
third  fliorter  than  the  other.  I have  already 
remarked,  that  the  large  one  was  nineteen  inches 
in  length  ; but  what  furprifed  me  was  to  find 
that  this  fo  formidable  weapon,  with  which  he 
ploughed  up  the  earth  to  a great  depth,  and 
threw  around  him  very  large  flones,  was  not 
implanted  in  the  bone  of  the  head  ; that  it  ad- 
hered only  to  the  fkin,  and  that  when  the  fkin 

1 

was  fhaken,  it  moved  alfo. 

The  eye  of  the  rhinoceros,  much  too  fmall 
in  proportion  to  fo  enormous  a body,  is  funk 
very  deep  into  the  -head  ; becaufe  the  external 
fkin,  raifed  round  the  orbit  in  feveral  circular 
folds,  forms  a tube  fome  inches  in  length,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  it  is  placed. 

This  tube,  by  diminifliing  the  field  of  fight> 
and  concentrating  the  vifual  rays,  may  perhaps* 
ferve  to  ftrengthen  the  organ  ; but  it  prevents 
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the  animal  from  feeing  any  other  objefls  than 
thofe  which  are  in  the  direction  of  its  eye. 
The  favages,  therefore,  when  not  in  that  di- 
redion,  think  themfelves  infafety,  ev’-en  when 
very  near  the  animal,  becaufe  he  cannot  then 
obferve  them. 


A fingular  peculiarity  of  the  two  horned 
rhinoceros  is,  that  lie  ploughs  up  the  ground 
yvith  his  horn  as  he  runs  alontr,  and  at  the  lame 
time  throws  his  urine  to  a rrieat  dillance  be- 

o 

hind  him.,  making  a kind  of  kicking  with  his 
feet.  Another  remarkable  cuhom  of  this  ani- 
mal is  th.at  of  beating  to  pieces  with  his  feet 
his  excrements,  which  he  never  leaves  whole 
like  the  elephant. 

'I  hough  the  llcfli  of  the  rhinoceros  does  not 
approach  that  of  llie  hippopotamus,  it  is  faf 

X ' 

fuperior  to  that  of  the  elephant. 

My  favages  premifed  themfelves  a delicious 
feaft ; and  the  idea  alone  of  this  treat  was 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  been  expofed.  Wli^t  enjoy- 
ment to  them  was  an  animal  which  weighed 
at  lead ’two  or  'three  thoufand  pounds  ! As 
night  was  approaching,  and  as  they  wifl.ed  to 
have  tlieir  feaft  that  evening,  they  all  imme- 
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liked.  In  lefs  than  an  hour,  each  had  his 
load ; nor  did  the  carcafe  appear  to  be  in  the 
lead;  diminifhed  ; but  they  propofed  to  return 
to  it  the  next  and  following  days  with  all  their 
companions,  in  order  to  cut  it  up  completely. 

I had  refolved  to  return  along  with  them, 
in  hopes  that  this  immenfe  body  might  attradt 
fome  birds  of  prey,  vs^hich  I fliould  be  able  to 
procure  witnout  much  difficulty  j but,  when  I 
was  preparing  to  depart,  my  attention  was  at- 
tradfed  by  melodious  ftrains,  fuch  as  I had 
never  heard,  which  proceeded  from  all  parts  of 
the  banks  of  the  river.  I advanced,  therefore, ' 
undei  the  trees,  and  adtually  difeovered  a num- 
ber of  birds,  with  which  I had  till  that  mo- 
ment been  unacquainted.  By  thus  palling 
luddenly  from  the  hunting  of  quadrupeds  to 
the  purfuit  of  birds,  I gave  fome  reft  to  my 
imagination  fatigued  with  carnage  ; and  I faw 
diminifhed,  in  the  proportion  of  the  objedfs, 
that  natural  horror  and  dilguft  which  it  often, 
excited.  Frequently  I turned  my  eyes  upon 
the  verdure  and  the  flowers  j and  if  any  por- 
tion of  difguft,  infeparable  frorn  a wandering 
^^nd  folitary  exiftence,  happened  to  furprife 
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me  In  the  midft  of  my  fatigues,  the  meaneft^ 
plant,  by  catching  niy  hglit  and  ftopping  my 
career,  recalled  me  to  that  fatisfaifdcry  fen- 
tlment  of  exiflence,  which  fo  deferted  a con- 
dition would  otherwife  have  deilroyed.  I 
ftrayed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  pene- 
trated into  the  woods,  where  I killed  feveral 
new  fpecies  of  birds,  which  I had  never  before 
found.  Embarrafied  often  in  my  choice,  when 
I obferved  many  on  the  fame  tree,  I was  at  a 
lofs  which  I Ihould  lire  at ; but,  as  may  be 
readily  conceived,  I gave  a preference  always 
to  the  mod;  remarkable  or  the  mofl:  beautiful. 

But  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  an  objedt 
not  lefs  touching,  to  colours  perhaps  more 
brilliant  and  delightful. 

While  occupied  with  birds,  their  melodious 
warblings,  their  fplendid  and  variegated  plum- 
age, I advanced  through  a grove  of  mimofas, 
when  my  organs  of  fmell  were  fuddenly  ftruck 
with  the  mod  exquifite  perfume.  I fought, 
therefore,  for  the  plant  or  flirub  w^hich  afforded 
me  fo  delicious  a pleafure.  The  lurrounding 
air  ferved  me  as  a guide  ; and  the  nearer  I ap- 
proached to  the  dowser,  the  more  was  I in- 
toxicated with  the  fmell.  i bad  reached  the 

bauks 


AFRICA. 


59 

banks  of  the  river,  when  my  admiration  was 
excited  by  the  fight  of  a magnificent  planx, 
the  moft  beautiful  I had  ever  contemplated  j . 
but  I w^as  obliged  to  raife  my  head  in  order  to 
admire  it.  It  was  a lily  feven  feet  in  height, 
which,  waving  majeftically  on  its  flexible 
Item,  breathed  forth  its  delicious  odour. 

On  the  upper  part  of  its  ftraight  tapering 
flem  w^ere  difplayed,  in  elegant  order,  thirty- 
nine  corollas  or  flowers,  fix  of  which  were 
half  blown,  eighteen  in  full  bloom,  and  fifteen 
ready  to  open.  Thofe  which  had  attained  to 
their  complete  fize  formed  a calyx,  a third 
larger  than  that  of  the  white  lilies  of  Europe. 
Their  petals,  of  a beautiful  flaxen  grey  on  the 
outfide,  and  white  as  fnow  within,  were  edged 
with  a crimfon  border,  and  were  fet  off  by  a 
piftil  and  ftamina,  which  in  colour  equalled 
the  brighteft  carmine.  The  ftem,  feven  feet 
in  height,  was,  where  thickeft,  fix  inches  in 
circumference.  Reddened  on  the  fide  towards 
the  fun,  which  had  given  it  a vinous  tint,  it 
was  green  every  where  elfe,  and  bore  leaves 
three  feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  three  -feet 
find  a half.  In  a word,  this  plant,  produced  in  a 
folitude,  and  pure  as  the  fun  which  had  em- 
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belliflied  it,  had  been  refpcdcd  by  all  the  ani- 
mals of  the  diftria:,  and  leemed  defended  even 
by  its  beanty. 

This  wonderful  objea,  which  I had  dif- 
covered,  ftriick  me  fo  powerfully,  as  to  occupy 
my  whole  attention.  All  iny  plans  of  hunt- 
ing were  now  forgotten ; I gave  peace  to  the 
birds  of  which  I was  in  purfuit ; and  thought 
of  nothing  but  the  means  of  procuring  my 
beautiful  lily. 

This,  however,  was  a matter  of  fome  diffi- 
culty. I had  neither  infiruments  proper  for 

earth  without  damaging  it, 
nor  a baftet,  or  other  veflel  of  the  like  kind,  to 
hold  it.  'To  go  to  my  'waggons  in  quell  or 
what  I wanted,  \vould  have  been  to  abandon 
it ; and  I fhculd  have  perhaps  expofed  it  to 
a danger  it  never  before  experienced.  Under 
this  embarraflment,  and  unwilling  to  lofe  fight 
of  it,  I refolved  to  fire  feveral  fliots,  in  order 
to  call  to  m}i^  affillance  fome  of  my  people. 

On  this  fignal  of  alarm,  feveral  of  them 
liaftened  towards  me.  They  imagined  me  ex- 
pofed to  fome  danger,  and  w^ere  furprifed  to 
ice  me  in  ecllacy  before  a flower.  I fent  to 
my  camp  for  fome  iron  tools,  and  a bafket 
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like  tliofe  pretty  ones  given  to  me  by  Narina. 
When  they  arrived,  we  dug  up  with  great  cau- 
tion the  bulboftheiily,  which  was  thirteeninches 
in  height,  and  twenty-feven  in  circumference. 
In  fhape  and  colour  it  refembled  that  of  the 
tulip;  but,  inftead  of  being  compofed  of  fepa- 
rate  coats,  like  the  bulb  of  the  lily,  it  was  full, 
pulpy,  and  very  heavy.  I at  lead;  conjedhured 
fo  by  analogy  from  what  I faw  of  the  exterior 
part,  which,  notwithflanding ' all  our  care 
had  been  cut  by  the  iron  implements  ufed  to 
dig  up  the  earth  around  it. 

The  flow’er,  wdien  arranged,  and  in  a man- 
ner planted  in  its  balket,  was  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  my  tent  by  way  of  ornament. 
The  corollas  all  opened  and  expanded  in  fuc- 
celTion ; and,  for  a long  time,  I enjoyed  the 
pleafure  of  beholding  it,  and  of  fmelling  its 
delicious  odour,  till  its  perfume  being  ex- 
hau fled,  and  having  no  longer  flrength  to  at- 
tradt  the  moifture  which  nourifhed  it,  I faw 
it  droop,  wdther,  and  die. 

I had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the  bulb 
of  this  lily  during  my  wdiole  journey  ; and  I 
carried  it  to  the  Cape,  with  a defign  of  fending 
it  to  the  botanical  garden ; but  the  reader  may 

have 
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have  feen,  in  the  account  of  my  firfl:  joufneyj 
the  fate  of  thofe  feeds  which  I had  collected, 
and  this  bulb  was  unluckily  among  them. 

It  was  the  4th  of  January  w'hen  we  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  Fifh-river.  During 
my  relidence  in  this  country,  I had  often 
changed  my  encampment,  in  order  that,  by 
my  different  ftatibns,  I might  find  new  objects; 
and  it  had  indeed  turnifhed  me,  in  birds  alone^ 
with  more  than  eighty  diftindt  fpecies,  ten  of 
which  were  new, 

I was  forry^  therefore,  to  quit  a diftridl:  fo 
agreeable,  and  wdiich,  independently  of  what 
it  added  to  my  colledtions,  enfured  me  abund- 
ance of  provifions  for  my  people.  On  the 
24th,  however,  I announced  my  intention  to 
depart ; but  my  Hottentots  having  come  in  a 
body  to  requefl  leave  to  complete  their  prepa- 
rations of  the  flefh  of  the  rhinoceros,  I agreed 
to  remain  three  days  longer.  During  tliis  de- 
lay they  exerted  theinfelves  with  much  ardour. 
Men  and  women,  all  laboured  on  the  animal 
without  remiffion;  and,  when  I fet  out,  they 
regretted  much  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
behind  a great  deal  more  than  they  carried  with 
them. 
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To  reach  a horde  of  Kabobiquas,  whom  I 
propofed  to  vifit,  w’e  had  only  to  march  eight 
leagues  ; but  as  the  road  lay  acrofs  mountains 
fo  parched,  and  paffes  and  defiles  fo  difficult, 
that  one  day  would  not  be  fufficient,  my  Ko- 
raqua  guides  advifed  me  to  fet  out  in  the 
night,  if  I wiffied  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fleeping  by  the  way,  and  to  the  ha- 
zard of  being  deffitute  of  water.  We  began 
our  march,  therefore,  at  two  in  the  morning, 
proceeding  north-eaft ; and  towards  noon  we 
halted  to  dine  under  the  ffielter  of  fome  rocks, 
which  proteded  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun. 

As  we  had  ftill  three  leagues  to  march,  I was 
defirous,  according  to  my  cufhom,  that  Klaas 
and  fome  more  of  my  Hottentots  ffiould  go  on 
before,  accompanied  by  the  two  guides,  and 
repair  to  the  horde  to  inform  them  of  my 
approach.  My  Koraquas,  however,  affiired 
me  that  this  precaution  was  perfedly  ufelefs ; 
which  made  me  fufped  that  fome  of  their  tribe 
had  taken  the  ftart  of  me,  and  gone  thither 
without  my  knowledge. 

The  Kabobiquas,  indeed,  were  waiting  for 
me  with  childiffi  impatience.  Every  thing 

that 
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that  liad  been  told  them  refpedlng  me  bore 
the  character  of  the  mofi;  enthufiaftic  exaggea 
ration  ; and  their  imaginations  had  ftill  height- 
ened the  extravagance  of  thefe  accounts. — 
The  white  man,  his  fufoes,  his  equipage,  ob- 
jects none  of  which  they  had  ever  before  fecn,’ 
awakened  their  curiofity ; and  the  delay  of 
my  arrival  was  a kind  of  torment  to  them. 

• As  foon  as  they  perceived  my  company^ 
the  whole  horde  quitted  the  kraal,  and  ran 
with  eagernefs  to  meet  me.  I experienceci 
here,  along  with  an  additional  degree  of 
trouble  and  importunity,  all  that  tumultuous 
a£livity,  which  I had  before,  more  than  oncci 
experienced  in  the  new  hordes  of  favages 
which  I vifited.  I was  furrounded  by  meti 
and  women  indiferiminately,  who  thronged 
about  me  to  examine  my  perfon.  Not  being 
able  to  believe  their  eyes  in  regard  to  what 
they  faw,  they  endeavoured  to  obtain  more 
fatisfadion  by  touching  me.  They  felt  my 
hair,  hands,  and  almoft  every  part  of  my  body. 
My  beard,  above  all,  allonilhed  them  to  an  in- 
conceivable degree.  Adore  than  thirty  perfons 
came  in  fucceffion,  and  half  unbuttoned  my 
clothesi 
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They  all  imagined  me  to  be  a hairy  ani- 
mal ; and,  fuppofed,  without  doubt,  that  my 
body  was  covered  with  hair  as  long  as  that  on 
my  chin  j but,  finding  this  not  to  be  the  cafe, 
they  were  aftonlfhed,  and  confelfed,  with  the 
opennefs  of  favages,  that  they  had  never  feen 
the  like  in  any  man  of  their  country.  The 
little  children,  terrified  at  my  appearance,  hid' 
themfelves  behind  their  mothers.  When  I at- 
tempted to  lay  hold  of  any  of  them,  in  order 
to  carefs  them,  they  fent  forth  loud  cries,  as  a 
child  would  do  in  Europe  who  fliould  fee  a 
negro  for  the  firfi:  time. 

Such  was  my  fituatlon  among  this  multitude, 
who  prelfed  upon  me  in  crowds.  Though  the 
only  perfon  of  my  colour  among  them,  I re- 
figned  myfelf  to  them  without  fear.  The 
aftonilhment  which  many  of  them  fhow^ed  at 
the  fight  of  a white  man,  and  the  tumult  it 
occafioned,  did  not  furprife  me. 

Through  this  haralfing  curiofity  I more  and 
more  perceived  that  invariable  principle  of  na- 
ture, which  gives  to  the  favage  a fimple,  mild, 
and  unfufpicious  charader  ; and  indeed,  before 
I had  been  twenty-four  hours  in  the  horde,  I Vv^as 
become  the  friend  of  every  one,  and  the  moH; 
Vox..  Ill,  F perfe;^ 
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perfedl  confidence  was  eflabliOied  between  iis« 
7 he  children  ev^en,  who,  when  they  firft  faw 
me,  had  been  To  much  terrified,  grew  quite  fa- 
miliar. I had  gained  their  affedion  by  giving 
them  fmail  bits  of  fugar-candy ; and  the  little 
epicures,  attraded  by  this  dainty,  were -con- 
tinually carefling  me,  in  order  to  make  me 
open  the  box  in  which  It  was  contained. 

I muft  again  repeat,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
travellers  who,  like  me,  may  undertake  to  tra-^ 
verfe  unknown  countries,  that  if  they  do  not 
defcend  to  the  level  of  the  Ample  people  they 
may  vifit ; if  they  do  not  purfue  the  meafures 
neceflary  to  pleafe  them ; if  they  do  not  en- 
deavour to  become  acquainted  with  their  ge- 
nius, to  attach  them  by  intereft,  and  to  fecure 
their  friendfhip,  they  will  undoubtedly  meet 
■with  nothing  but  misfortune  and  difafter. 

I flatter  myfelf  that  I left  among  all  thofe 
whom  1 vifited  a favourable  Imprefflon  of 
the  whites.  By  this  1 have  rendered  a fer- 
vice  to  the  curious,  who  may  be  difpofed  to 
purfue  my  courfe ; and  I fliall  think  myfelf 
amply  rewarded  if  it  prove  ufeful  to  them, 
and  particularly  if  they  do  not  abufe  it. 

The  chief  of  the  horde  fliewed  me  every 
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. mark  of  attachment.  He  was  a man  advanced 
in  life,  and  of  a majeftic  figure.  He  wore  a 
long  mantle,  which  hung  from  his  flioulders  to 
the  ground,  and  which,  formed  of  four  jackal 
Ikins  joined  together,  was  bordered  at  the  fiides 
wdth  that  of  a hysena. 

The  hyaena  of  this  country  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  which  a figure  and  ddbription  are  given 
in  Buffon  ; and  1 fpeak  of  it  here,  becaufe  tra- 
vellers, when  they  mention  that  of  the  Cape, 
confound  them  together,  though  they  are  very 
different,  and  becaufe  I have  feldom  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels. 

The  names  of  three  different  fpecies  of  the 
hyaena  are  known  at  the  Cape,  though  they 
are  all  comprehended  under  the  common  ap- 
pellation of  wolf. 

Thefirfl  kind,  which  is  feen  ofteneft,andmoff 
dreaded  by  the  planters  on  account  of  their 
flocks,  is  that  of  which  I have  given  a figure 
.under  the  name  of  the  fpotted  wolf ; a de- 
nomination it  generally  bears  in  all  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  fecond  is  calk'd  (fliore- 

wolf),  from  its  never  quitting  the  fea  coaft  or 
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the  bordcts  of  rivers.  I had  no  opportii* 
nlty  of  feeing  it ; but  the  places  which  it 
. frequents  make  rne  conjedlure  that  it  is  ich- 
thyophagous, and  feeds  upon  filli.  I was 
affiired  that  It  has  no  fpots,  and  that  it  is  en- 
tirely of  a tawny  colour. 

'With  regard  to  the  third,  named  gejlreepte- 
ftriped  wolf),  it  is  probably  the  hy- 
iena  defcribcd  by  Buffon.  I mu{^  how^ever  re- 
mark, that,  not  having  feen  it  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Cape,  I doubt  much  whether 
it  be  the  fame  as  the  hyaena  to  which  the 
planters  give  that  name  ; perhaps  they  know 
it  only  by  tradition.  For  myfelf,  I can 
fay  that  I never  faw  but  two  kinds  in  all  that 
part  of  Africa  which  I traverfed,  viz.  the  fpotted 
wolf,  and  the  hysena  of  the  naturalifts.  The 
latter  I found  no  wdiere  except  beyond  the 
country  of  the  Greater  Nimiquas,  towards  the 
tropic.  When  I returned  to  the  Cape  and  gave 
it  out  as  the  ftriped  vrolf,  every  body  believed 
me,  and  no  one  doubted  the  truth  of  what  I ad- 
vanced. It  may  neverthelefsbe  different  in  fome 
particular  charaderiftic,  and  form  a fourth  fpe- 
cies  diftincl  from  the  reft.  At  fome  future  time, 
perhaps,  they  will  be  all  better  known. 
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Whllft  I was  converfing  with  the  chief  by 
means  of  my  interpreters,  I obferved  that  his 
left-hand  wanted  two  joints  of  the  little  finger. 
I thought  proper  to  aflc  him  the  reafon,  and 
was  informed,  that,  having  in  his  infancy  had  a 
fevere  illnefs,  amputation  had  been  employed 
to  cure  him. 

Though  he  anfwered  my  queftion,  I per- 
ceived that  it  had  not  been  agreeable  to  him. 
During  the  reft  of  our  converfatipn,  he  feem- 
,cd  to  be  uneafy,  that  from  time  to  time  I 
caft  my  eyes  towards  his  hand ; and,  till  the 
moment  of  my  departure,  he  always  endea-» 
voured  to  conceal  it  when  we  were  together. 

This  cuftom  of  a favage  people,  who,  to 
relieve  a man  in  pain,  add  new  fufferings  to 
his  evils,  affords  a vaft  field  for  refled^ioiij  and 
I acknowledge  that  this  inftance  contradids 
my  Experience,  for  I never  faw  in  any  other 
part  of  Africa  a man  either  mutilated  or  de.- 
formed. 

Mr.  Paterfon  tells  us,  that  he  obferved  in- 
ftances  of  the  fame  pradice  among  a horde  at  the 
mouth  of  Orange- river;  which  is  not  improba- 
ble. However  abfurd  a cuftom  may  be,  favage 
■ tribes,  when  they  are  neighbours,  may  bor- 
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row  it  from  each  other ; but  that  it  fhouIJ 
be  common  among  the  iflanders  of  the  South 
Seas,  who,  fmce  their  country  was  firft  inha- 
bited, had  never  feen  ftrasgcrs  before  Cook  and 
Bougainville,  is  truly  aftonifhing. 

I was  very  defirous  of  interrogating  mi- 
nutely the  people  of  the  horde  on  this  fub- 
jed:.  I wifhed  alfo  to  propofe  fome  queftions 
to  them  refpeding  other  cuftoms  which  ap- 
peared to  me  fmgular;  but  difficulties  in- 
creafed  the  more  I advanced  into  the  country. 
The  Kabobiquas  fpoke  a particular  language  ; 

. and  this  dialed,  though  accompanied  with 
the  clapping  noife  of  the  Hottentots,  was  un- 
derftood  only  by  the  Koraquas,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  vicinity, 'kept. up  fome  inter- 
courfc  with  them. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  the  language 
of  the 'Koraquas,  in  regard  to  their  neigh- 
bours the  Nimiquas,  When  the  chief  of  the 
horde,  therefore,  willied  to  fpeak  to  me,  he 
addreifed  what  he  had  to  fay  to  my  Koraquas, 
who  tranhated  it  for  the  Nimiquas  into  their 
language  ; and  the  latter,  tranhating  it  in  their 
turn,  tranfmitted  it  to  the  Hottentots  of  Klaas 
Bader’s  horde,  who  explained  it  to  me  in 
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theirs.  The  fame  method  was  employed 
with  my  anfwers.  Nothing  reached  my  ear 
till  it  had  paffed  through  four  different  mouths. 
The  refult,  however,  made  me  eafily  per- 
ceive, that  the  idea  was  conveyed  to  me  with 
as  much  alteration  as  are  the  thoughts  of  the 
ancient  poets  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  the 
learned  languages,  notwithftanding  the  fub- 
iime  genius  of  our  tranffators. 

The  Hottentots  whom  1 had  procured  at 
the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies  undeiftood  none 
of  thefe  dialedts ; and  they  were,  confe- 
quently,  of  no  fervice  in  our  conferences  : a 
circumftance  which  feeraed  to  vex  them. 
But  what  chagrined  me  more,  and  render- 
ed my  converfation  truly  flitigiiing,  was, 
that  my  Nimiquas  underllood  the  Koraqua 
language  very  imperfedly ; fo  imperfedl- 
ly  indeed,  that  they  often  difputed  re- 
fpeding  the  meaning  of  what  was  faid  to 
them. 

It  therefore  fometimes  happened,  - that, 
when  I afked  any  thing,  the  anfwer  had  no 
relation  to  the  queffion.  No  remedy  could 
be  found  for  this  inconvenience  ; and  it  was 
likely  to  increafe,  the  farther  I advanced  into 
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the  country.  If  from  the  diftrldt  of  the 
lefler  Nimiqiias  to  the  Kab'obiqua  horde  I had 
found  four  diftindl  languages,  which  required 
four  different  interpreters,  what  would  be  my 
fituation  in  this  refped;  when  advanced  feve- 
ral  hundred  leagues  farther  from  the  colonies  ! 
What  difficulties  muft  arife,  if  each  tribe  I 
fell  in  with  had  its  own  diale(^f ! All  thefe 
embarraffments,  however,  did  not  difeourage 
me  fo  much  as  my  people  : for  I could  al- 
ways have  recourfe  to  the  mother  of  all  lan- 
guages, the  language  of  figns. 

Of  all  the  hordes  I had  hitherto  feen,  none 
feemed  to  difplay  fo  much  refinement  in  their 
ornaments  and  drefs  as  that  of  the  Kobabi- 
quas.  I did  not  find  among  them  thofe 
beads  and  other  toys  common  at  the  Cape  j 
for  the  traffic  carried  on  in' thefe  articles  had 
not  been  extended  to  them.  They  wore  fuch 
trinkets  of  copper  and  oblong  pieces  of  glafs 
as  I have  before  mentioned,  wffiich  had  been 
brought  to  them  by  worthlefs  and  thiev- 
. ilh  blacks,  with  whofe  language  they  were 
unacquainted,  and  with  whom  they  often  had 
to  combat ; becaufe,  when  they  were  returning 
after  having  fold  their  merchandize,  they  en- 
deavoured 
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. deavoured  to  felze  it  again,  and  fometimes 
even  cattle  along  with  it. 

The  articles  of  trade  in  that  way  which  I 
had  w'ere  unknown  ; and,  with  this  merit  of 
novelty,  they  could  not  fail  to  pleafe.  Scarcely 
had  I (hewn  fome  of  them,  when  they  in- 
ftantly  excited  difputes ; and  every  one 
wiihed  to  get  a fhare  of  them.  In  this  refpedt, 
the  women  were  the  moft  importunate.  My 
readers  may  judge  of  the  general  impatience, 
when  1 inform  them,  that,  in  one  day,  I pro- 
cured twenty  oxen  for  almoft  nothing.  But 
the  moft  advantageous  bargain  I concluded 
was  for  a bakkely  os  (war  ox)  which  belong- 
ed to  the  chief. 

This  animal,  as  remarkable  for  his  elegant 
form  as  his  gigantic  fize,  was  the  moft  beau- 
tiful of  his  fpecies  1 had  ever  feen.  His  head 
was  rnajeftically  armed  with  two  immenfe 
horns,  which  retiring  from  each  other,  with 
the  utmoft  fymmetry,  to  form  two  perfed: 
femicircles,  fuddenly  bent  their  fummits  for- 
wards, leaving  a fpace  of  four  feet  eight 
inches  between  them.  They  had  been  made 
to  grow  in  that  figure  by  the  chief  himlcif ; 
,jnd  on  this  account  he  placed  fo  high  a value 
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on  the  animal,  that  at  firfl:  he  would  not 
part  with  him.  But  I dlfplayed  before  his 
eyes  fuch  a variety  of  objects,  that  he  could 
not  refill  the  temptation  ; and  he  at  length 
confented  to  refign  him  for  a tinder-box, 
fome  tobacco,  feveral  firings  of  glafs  beads, 
two  tin  bracelets,  and  a few  nails. 

Next  day,  however,  he  feemed  to  regret 
his  bargain;  or  rather,  having  feen  in  my  pof- 
feflion  fome  new  objeft,  which  pleafed  him 
more  than  thofe  which  he  had  received  in  ex- 
change the  evening  before,  his  defire  w'as 
fixed  on  thefe and  he  wifhed  to  give  back 
the  others.  This  natural  paffion  for  poirelTing 
every  thing  was  the  caufe  of  an  event 
which  deferves  to  be  particularly  related,  as  it 
had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  me. 

Though  I w^ore  my  beard  long,  I was  ac- 
cuflomed,  from  time  to  time,  to  fliave  my 
mullaches.  This  operation  afforded  me  an 
agreeable  refrefliment ; and  I very  frequently 
performed  it,  efpecially  when  our  approach 
towards  the  tropic  rendered  the  heat  lefs  fup- 
portable. 

I was  employed  in  foaping  my  lipSj  when 

the  chief  entered  my  tent,  accompanied  by 
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two  of  his  friends  or  relations.  Free  from 
all  the  ceremonial  of  politenefs  towards  peo- 
ple who  were  not  acquainted  even  with  the 
hrft  principles  of  it,  I continued  what  I had 
begun.  The  favages,  who  did  not  compre- 
hend what  I was  about,  appeared  very  much 
furprifed.  They  waited  in  filence  for  the  i‘e- 
fult,  and  with  their  eyes  followed  all  my 
movements.  The  water  which  frothed  in 
the  bafon,  and  which  I brulhed  over  my  lips, 
feemed  to  them  to  be  the  effedt  of  magic  ; 
but,  when  they  faw  me  apply  the  razor  to  my 
muftaches,  and  the  hair  difappear  fo  readily 
from  the  place  I had  touched,  their  aftonifh- 
ment  at  this  prodigy  exceeded  the  power  of 
words  to  exprefs. 

To  render  it  flill  more  fenfible  to  them,  and 
to  ffiew  the  effedls  of  it  more  clofely,  I laid 
hold  of  the  chief’s  krofs  at  one  of  the  ends, 
and  in  an  iiiflant  made  it  as  fmooth  as  my 
hand. 

This  favage  was  a man  of  good  fenfe,  and 
poffefTed  more  underftanding  than  the  genera- 
lity of  his  equals.  On  the  firft  view,  he 
perceived  of  what  ineflimable  value  a razor 
would  be  Co  him,  to  Ihave  the  hair  from  a 
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fummer  mantle,  and  how  much  it  would 
fhorten  his  labour.  At  firft  he  teftified,  by 
feveral  cxpreffive  figns,  his  admiration  of  fo 
wonderful  an  inftrument ; and  then,  without 
wafling  time  by  words  which  1 could  not 
have  underftood,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew,  by 
other  geftures  equally  fignilicant,  how  defi- 
lous  he  was  to  polfefs  it. 

This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  fpoken 
without  interpreters  : but  his  movements  were 
fo  energetic,  that  I had  no  need  of  a verbal 
explanation  to  comprehend  them.  He  gave 
me  to  underhand,  that  he  was  now  difpleafed 
with  the  bracelets,  girdles,  and  tobacco,  which 
I had  given  him  in  exchange  for  his  war  ox 
the  evening  before  ; and  that  he  would  re- 
turn all  thefe  for  the  razor,  if  I would  agree 
to  give  it  him. 

1 he  new  bargain  which  he  propofed  was 
by  no  means  in  his  favour.  1 was  well  aware 
that  a razor  in  his  hands,  employed  to  cut 
without  foap  the  ftrong  hair  of  a dry  fkin, 
would  in  a little  time  be  rendered  ufelefs.  I 
was  very  defirous  of  making  him  fenfible  of 
what,  in  this  refpc6l,  his  inexperience  pre- 
vented him  from  knowing  : but  how  was  I 
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to  explain  myfelf?  In  the  heat  of  his  impa- 
tience, he  had  already  ordered  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  bring  from  his  hut  the  articles  to 
be  returned.  For  my  part,  I was  refolved  to 
give  him  the  razor,  and  to  requeft  him  to  keep 
the  whole : but,  in  the  midft  of  this  fcene,  a 
Ihot  was  fuddenly  fired  near  us ; and  at  the 
fame  time  we  heard  the  moft  frightful  cries. 

Rulhing  inftantly  from  my  tent,  to  enquire 
what  was  the  caufe  of  this  noife,  I law  a 
Kabobiqua  flying  as  fall:  as  he  could  from  one 
of  my  hunters,  while,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
hundred  paces  farther,  three  men  were  mak- 
ing the  moft  lamentable  clamour,  and  near 
them  was  a young  girl  lying  on  the  ground. 
I made  a fignal  to  my  hunter  to  approach  me  ; 
but  the  report  of  the  fliot,  and  the  howling 
of  the  three  men,  had  already  fpread  alarm 
throughout  the  horde.  Some  cried  out  trca- 
chery  ; others  ran  to  their  arms  ; and  I now 
imagined,  that  I was  about  to  be  maffacred, 
with  my  whole  company,  and  that  I fhould 
be  obliged  to  arm  them  in  my  defence.  My 
fituation  was  the  more  critical,  as  neither  I, 
nor  any  rerfon  in  the  kraal,,  knew  what  w^as 
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the  caiife  of  this  confufion ; and  if  I had 
known,  how  could  I have  explained  it  ? 

Under  this  embarraffinent,  I took  the  chief 
by  the  hand,  and  advanced  with  him  towards 
the  horde.  Fear  was  painted  in  his  coun- 
tenance; tears  began  to  drop  from  his  eyes; 
and  he  fpoke  to  me  with  great  vivacity.  He 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  he  was  betrayed. 
He  complained  to  me,  and  accufed  my  people 
of  perfidy  ; yet  he  readily  followed  me. 

As  1 was  without  arms,  and  prefented  my- 
felf  with  the  chief,  I was  received  with  con- 
fidence, and  my  appearance  feemed  in  fome 
meafure  to  calm  their  perturbation.  My 
people,  who  had  feen  me  direct  my  courfe 
towards  the  kraal,  haftened  thither  after  me, 
to  protect  me ; and  their  number  overawed 
the  multitude.  At  length,  the  whole  rnvf- 
tery  was  cleared  up,  and  we  learned  what 
had  occafioned  the  tumult. 

A Kabobiqua  having  met  one  of  my  hunt- 
ers, who  was  returning  with  his  fufee,  wiihed 
to  examine  it,  and  begged  him  to  fhew  it  to 
him.  In  handling  it,  however,  he  accidentallv 
touched  the  trigger  ; it  Inftantly  went  off ; and 
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tlie  favage,  frightened  by  the  unexpected  ex- 
plofion,  threw  down  the  fufee,  and  ran  away 

faft  as  he  could. 

At  that  time,  three  men  of  the  horde  and  a 
young  girl  happened  unluckily  to  be  handing, 
at  the  diftance  of  a hundred  paces,  in  the  di- 
rediion  of  the  piece.  The  latter  received  a 
fingle  grain  of  fhot  in  the  cheek ; and 
the  others,  a few  grains  in  the  legs  and  thighs. 
The  author  of  the  misfortune  confirmed  this 
explanation ; tranquillity  was  foon  reftored ; 
the  favages  depofited  their  arms  ; and  I was 
furrounded  only  by  friends  as  before. 

Nothing  remained  but  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  v/ounded,  and  to  give  them  every 
afliftance  in  my  power.  Without  lofs  of  time, 
therefore,  I repaired,  hill  accompanied  by  the 
chief,  to  the  place  where  they  were.  By  the 
way  we  met  the  young  girl,  who  w^as  return- 
ing from  the  kraal,  bathed  in  tears.  The  caufe 
of  her  uneafinefs  was  a grain  of  lead,  which 
had,  however,  penetrated  fo  little,  that  I forced 
it  out  by  only  preffing  the  part  with  my  fingers. 
With  regard  to  the  three  men,  they  lay  rolling 
on  the  ground,  howding  in  a moft  frightful 

manner. 
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manner,  and  exhibiting  every  fymptom  of 
defpair. 

I was  aftoniflied  at  their  confternadon, 
and  could  not  conceive  how  men  inured  to 
fufFerings  fhould  be  fo  much  afFedled  by  a few 
fmall  punctures,  the  pain  of  which  could 

f 

have  fcarcely  drawn  tears  from  an  infant.  They 
at  length  told  me  the  caufe  of  their  wailings, 
Thefe  ravages,  accuftomed  to  poifon  their  ar- 
rows, imagined  that  I had  In  like  manner 
poifoned  the  lead  with  which  they  were 
wounded.  They  had,  therefore,  given  them- 
felves  up  as  loft,  and  expeded  in  a few  mo- 
ments to  expire. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  I could  caufe  to 
be  explained  to  them  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear.  To  convince  them,  in  a manner  ftill 
more  fatisfadory,  I pulled  down  one  of  my 
ftockings,  and  Ihowed  them,  in  the  flefh  of 
my  leg,  a dozen  fliots  of  lead,  for  which  I was 
indebted  to  M.  Papillon  de  la  Fcrte,  who, 
when  hunting  in  the  plains  of  Geimevilliers, 
had  fired  at  me  inftead  of  a rabbit. 

Klaas  approached  the  wounded  favages  alfo  ; 
and,  w’ithout  wafting  time  in  words  which 
'they  would  not  have  underftood,  took  from 
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his  fhot-bag  a few  grains  of  lead,  and,  having 
Ihown  them  to  the  three  men,  immediately 
fwallowed  them.  This  conclufive  proof,  which 
' I had  never  tliought  of,  produced  a moft  won- 
derful elfedti  Their  cries  inftantly  ceafed ; 
ferenity  again  appeared  in  their  faces;  and  their 
Wounds  were  no  more  mentioned. 

I was,  however,  apprehenfive  that  the  horde 
might  hill  harbour  in  their  minds  fome  feeds 
of  fufpicion  and  animofity : but,  when  they 
favv  the  wounded  men  walk  as  ulual,  and  feem- 
ingly  well,  they  laughed  at  the  whole  adven- 
ture ; and  it  produced  no  other  effed;  than  that 
of  infpiring  them  with  a dread  of  fire-arms, 
which  none  of  them  afterwards  would  ven^ 
ture  to  touch. 

In  the  evening,  when  my  fires  were  kindled, 
every  body  came  to  form  a circle  around  them, 
and  to  dance  according  to  cuftom*  The  whole 
converfation,  if  that  term  can  be  given  to  the 
tumultuous  clamour  of  a multitude  who  fpoke 
fix  different  languages,  was  engrolfed  by  the 
accident  of  the  morning. 

It  ainufed  me  much,  though  I underftood 
nothing  of  it.  I heard  only  the  word  kaaboup 
pronounced  by  every  mouth.  This  was  the 
VoL.  III.  G name 
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name  given  by  my  Hottentots  to  a fufee ; 
and  it  was  adopted  by  all  the  iavages  who 
compofed  the  affcinbly.  Of  the  Kabobiquas, 
fome  imitated  with  their  voice  the  found  ol 
the  cxplohon,  others  reprefented  the  gefture& 
of  a perfon  who  takes  aim  to  fire,  and  every 
one  aded  a part  in  the  pantomime.  This 
feftive  fcene  continued  the  whole  night ; and 
thus  ended  a day  which  had  threatened  ta  be 
tragical  and  bloody. 

The  Kabohiquas  have  neither  the  flat  nofe 
nor  plump  cheeks  of  the  Hottentots*  Their 
fkin  alfo  has  not  that  baftard  colour,  which, 

I 

being  neither  black  nor  white,  renders  them 
odious  to  both  races ; nor  do  they  befmcar 
their  bodies  with  thofe  difgufting  fat  fub- 
ftances,  on  account  of  which  one  cannot  ap- 
proach them  without  being  bedaubed  with 
their  filth,  or  acquiring  an  oflenfive  fmell.  In 
ftature  they  areas  tall  as  the  Caftres,  and  their 
colour  is  equally  black. 

I drew  a portrait  of  one  of  thefe  favages  in. 
all  his  glory  ; that  is  to  fay,  tattooed,  covered 
with  his  trinkets  and  ornaments,  and  armed 
from  head  to  foot,  as  on  the  day  of  battle. 

He  yielded  to  my  delire  with  much  com- 
' ' . plaifimce ; 


.AFRICA. 


piaifance ; blit  I confefs  that,  when  I faw  him 
enter  my  tent  with  his  quiver  at  his  back,  his 
buckler  on  his  arm,  and  his  body  nobly  orna- 
mented with  a long  mantle  which  fwept  the 
ground,  and  when  he  fternly  refted  on  his 
lance,  with  his  head  elevated,  and  a determined 
look,  I was  ftruck  with  his  martial  air  and  his 
dignified  appearance.  - 

He  feveral  times  interrupted  my  work  to  ad- 
mire it ; while  I,  tranfpoi  ted  in  imagination  to 
the  remoteft  periods,  and  to  countries  fituated 
urider  the  fame  latitude  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  equator,  feemed  to  behold  a Jugurtha  or  a 
Syphax  in  arms,  marching  to  combat  in  the 
deferts  of  Numidia,  in  defence  of  his  kingdom 
againft  the  Romans.  In  writing  my  notes, 
therefore,  every  time  I had  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
this  warrior,  I always  mentioned  him  under 
the  name  of  my  Jugurtha. 

The  hair  of  this  tribe,  which  is  exceedingly 
fliort  and-  much  curled,  is  ornamented  with 
fmall  copper  buttons,  arranged  with  great  art 
and  fymmetry.  Inftead  of  that  apron  made 
of  a jackal’s  fkin,  employed  by  the  Hottentot 
to  cover  what  modefty  bids  him  conceal,  the 
Kabobiquas  ufe  a round  piece  of  leather,  the 
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edge  of  which  is  ornamented  with  a finall  in- 
dented circle  of  copper,  and  which  is  divided 
into  different  compartments,  by  rows  of  glafs 
beads  of  various  colours,  all  proceeding  from 
the  centre,  and  diverging  towards  the  circum- 
ference, like  the  rays  in  our  images  of  the 

fun. 

This  kind  of  veil  is  made  faff  to  the  groin 
bv  means  of  a girdle  ; but,  as  it  is  only  four 
Inches  in  diameter,  as  it  is  deranged  by  the 
fmallcff  movement,  and  as  they  give  themfelves 
little  uneafmefs  relpeding  fuch  accidents,  it  is 
very  ill  fuited  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is 
applied.  During  the  great  heats,  this  fmaU 
and'  almoff  ufelefs  apron  is  the  only  covering 
on  their  bodies.  Its  being  fo  readily  difplaced 
enabled  me  to  afeertain  that  they  do  not  prac- 
tice circumcifion ; but  it  feemed  to  Ihow  alfo 
that,  in  regard  to  inodefly,  their  ideas  are  very' 
different  from  ours. 

, Though  they  go  thus  almoff  entirely  naked,, 
their  manners,  inffead  of  being  licentious,  are. ' 
remarkably  chaffe.  No  females  can  be  more.| 
prudent  or  more  referved  than  their  women;, 
and  when  I compared  them  with  thofe  of  tl^.' 
Greater  Nimiejuas,  who  feemed  fo  forward 
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and  fo  condefcending,  I could  fcarcely  believe 
that  fo  great  a difference  could  exift  at  To  fmall 
a diftance. 

My  people,  accuftomed  to  the  familiarity  of 
the  latter,  were  difpleafed  with  this  feverity ; 
and  the  facrifice  they  were  obliged  to  make  on 
that  account  feemed  the  more  painful,  as  the 
Kabobiqua  women  were  much  prettier  even 
than  the  Nimiquas. 

* Young  girls,  who  in  general  among  fa- 
vages  have  not  the  fame  decency  of  condudi 
as  their  mothers,  becaufe,  not  being  under  the 
fame  obligations,  they  enjoy  more  liberty,  were 
here  equally  modell  and  referved.  They 
fliowed,  indeed,  that  fportivenefs  peculiar  to 
their  age,  and  which  added  to  their  charms; 
but  it  was  the  fportivenefs  of  innocence.  When 
the  dance  was  Hnifhcd,  and  their  parents  re- 
tired to  the  kraal,  they  all  fet  out  along  with 
them,  not  one  even  remaining  behind  in  my 
camp. 

Whether  from  refinement  of  coquetry,  or 
the  effc(ff;  of  prudence,  the  Kabobiqua  women 
do  not  tattoo  their  faces  like  their  hufbands 
and  fathers.  They  do  not  even  follow  their 
example,  in  ornamenting  their  hair  with  cop- 
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per  buttons ; and  they  always  go  bare-legged, 
though  mofl  of  them  wear  fandals. 

Their  drefs  cqnhfts  of  an  apron  that  reaches 
only  half  down  the  thigh ; a krofs  which,  pair- 
ing under  the  arm-pits,  is  tied  on  the  breaft  ; 
and  a long  mantle  like  that  of  the  men. 

The  mantle  is  made  of  fkins  not  deprived 
of  the  hair  ; and  the  krofs,  of  tanned  leather 
prepared  like  that  ufed  for  gloves  in  Europe. 

With  regard  to  glafs  beads,  they  wear  them 
as  bracelets.  They  form  them  alfo  into  neck- 
laces, which  defcend  in  different  rows  to  the 
pit  of  the  llomach ; and  they  fufpend  from 
their  girdles  feveral  firings  of  them,  which  fall 
down  their  thighs  below  the  apron. 

Thefe  ornaments  being  very  durable,  the 
habit  of  feeing  them  renders  the  women  al- 
mod  indifferent  to  the  pleafure  of  poll'efling 
them.  Thofe  they  procured  from  me  afforded 
at  firfl  great  fatisfadlion,  on  account  of  their 
novelty.  But  when  I fliewed  them  fciffars 
and  needles,  they  gave  the  preference  to  thefe 
articles  ; and  this  choice  does  honour  to  the 
good  fenfe  'of  the  Kabobiqua  ladies.  Like 
their  chief,  they  fct  a higher  value  on  utility, 
than  ornament. 
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To  give  them  needles,  however,  was  not 
fufficient ; it  was  neceflary  to  teach  them  alfo 
to  ufe  them.  I rendered  them  that  fervice 
likewife ; and  they  foon  became  fo  expert  as 
to  join  together  tolerably  well  two  pieces  of 
Ikin.  For  this  operation,  they  employed  a 
fmall  thread  of  gut  made  in  the  horde ; and 
the  procefs  I taught  them  appeared  more  ex- 
peditious, ftronger,  and  neater,  than  that  ufed 
in  fuch  cafes  by  the  favages,  which  confifts  in 
boring  the  fkin  with  a fpike  or  lharp-pointed 
bone,  and  putting  the  thread  through  the 
holes. 

Since  I returned  from  my  travels,  I have 
never  feen  a woman  few  wdthout  thinking  of 
my  Kabobiquas  ; but,  on  maturer  reflexion,  I 
^m  forry  that  I made  them  acquainted  with  an 
art  which,  as  they  will  not  have  it  long  in  their 
power  to  pradtife  it,  mud  be  a fource  to  them 
only  of  regret. 

When,  during  my  fjrd  journey,  I taugh't  the 
Caffres  to  form  a pair  of  forge-bellows,  that 
which  I made  for  them  would  at  lead  ferve  as 
a model,  and  they  were  in  podeffion  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  enable  them  to  condriud 
others.  But  the  cafe  was  not  the  fame  with 
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my  Kabobiquas.  Their  needles  would  fooii 
be  broken  and  unferviceable,  like  the  razor  of 
the  chief;  and  their  chagrin  would  be  increafed 
by  the  impoflibility  of  renewing  them.  If  the 
knowledge  of  a new  art  affords  by  its  advan- 
tages new  enjoyments,  it  occafions  alfo  new 
wants ; and  to  teach  it  to  a people,  without 
fecuring  to  them  the  means  of  exercifing  it, 
is  making  them  a very  bad  prefent. 

I fhould  in  like  manner  have  much  to  re- 
proach myfelf  with,  had  I been  the  firft  perfon 
W’ho  made  the  Kabobiquas  acquainted  with 
tobacco  and  fpirits.  But,  before  my  arrival 
among  them,  they  ufed  the  former,  which 
they  received,  in  exchange  for  cattle,  from 
the  Nimiqua  tribes  their  neighbours,  to  whom 
it  was  conveyed  from  the  Cape,  by  palling 
through  various  hands  in  commerce.  As 
this  traffic,  however,  did  not  take  place  but 
under  certain  circumftances,  tobacco  was  on 
that  account  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  a luxury 
which  they  could  feldom  enjoy.  However, 
being  often  deprived  of  it,  they  can  eafily  bear 
the  want ; and  fo  indifferent  are  they  upon 
the  fubjed,that,  if  it  were  not  brought  to  them, 
they  would  not  go  a ftep  to  procure  it. 
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This  IndifFerence  for  an  article,  which  I had 
feen  eagerly  fought  for  by  all  favage  nations, 
and  which  was  confidered  by  them  as  an  exqui- 
fite  enjoyment,  feemed  to  fhew,  as  well  as 
many  other  circumftances  already  mentioned, 
that  there  were  traits  in  the  charader  of  thefe 
people  which  diftinguifhed  them  from  others. 
The  cafe  was  the  lame  as  to  ftrong  liquors,  on 
which  they  fet  no  great  value ; and  though 
there  were  among  them  fome  few  individuals 
difpofed  to  reliih  them,  the  greater  number 
abfclutely  refufed  them. 

If  the  contents  of  my  flafks  gave  them  lit- 
tle fatisfadion,  they  were,  however,  much 
captivated  with  the  flafks  themfelves.  Thefe 
tranfparent  boitles  excited  their  admiration  in 
the  higiiefl:  degree.  They  called  them  [olid 
water;  for,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  thefe  favages  had  feen  ice  on  the  funi-. 
mits  of  the  mountains  by  which  they  are  fur- 
rounded  ; and  they  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  glafs  of ’my  flaflcs  was  water,  which  1 had 
rendered  folid  by  magic,  and  w’hich  I prevent- 
ed their  fires  from  melting.  As  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  explain  this  matter,  I did  not 
Attempt  to  undeceive  them  ; and  befides,  with 
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what  advantage  would  it  have  been  attended  ? 
I fuffered  them,  therefore,  to  continue  in  their 
error,  and  contented  myfelf  with  conferring 
on  them  an  obligation,  by  giving  them  all  the 
empty  bottles  for  which  I had  no  ufe. 

On  their  part,  they  vied  with  each  other  in 
iliewing  their  generofity  towards  me  ; and  I 
mull  indeed  allow,  that  1 never  faw  a nation  fo 
difinterefted.  Every  night  they  brought  to  my 
camp  a confiderable  quantity  of  milk ; and 
they  never  came  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
my  people,  without  bringing  fome  ilieep  to  re- 
gale them.  I have  feen  many  of  them  give 
away  gratuitoufly,  and  wdthout  receiving  any 
thing  in  return,  part  of  their  herds  and  their 
flocks  ; and,  when  I departed,  there  were  many 
perfons  in  my  caravan  who  poflelTed  both 
flreep  and  oxen,  which  they  had  received  as 
a pure  gift. 

What  difference  between  thefc  people,  fo 
affedionate,  fo  generous,  and  the  Greater  Ninii- 
quas,  who  always  approached  me  with  a pite- 
ous air,  holding  out  their  hands  like  mendicants, 
to  afk  of  me  every  thing  they  faw  ! 

With  this  benevolent  difpofition,  the  Kabo- 
biquas  have  alfo  a martial  charadcr.  Their 
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weapons  are  poifoned  arrows,  and  a lance 
with  a long  iron  point,  but  different  froni  the 
affagay  of  the  Hottentots.  In  battle  their  de- 
fenlive  armour  confifts  of  two  bucklers;  the  one 
of  a fi?:e  fufficient  to  cover  the  whole  body  of 
the  combatant ; the  other  much  fmaller.  They 
are  both  made  of  fkins  exceedingly  thick,  and 
proof  againft  arrows. 

The  latter,  which  is  of  a round  figure,  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  breadth,  is 
borne  on  the  lower  part  of  the  arm  during  the 
time  of  adion  ; but,  when  it  becomes  ufelefs, 
they  remove  it  above  the  elbow  towards  the 
fhoulder.  It  is  ornamented  with  a copper  ring 
placed  round  its  circumference,  and  with  feve- 
ral  rows  of  beads  dilplayed  over  its  fiirface, 
forming  compartments  according  to  the  whim 
of  the  owner,  and  diftinguilhed  by  fuch  colours 
as  are  moft  agreeable  to  his  tafte. 

13y  means  of  this  variety,  the  buckler  of  each 
is  different,  and  has  no  refemblance  to  that  of 
another  ; and  as  the  individuals  of  a tribe 
know  one  another  by  their  mode  of  tattooing, 
they  can  diftinguifh  each  other  alfo  by  the 
planner  in  which  they  blazon  their  fhields. 

The  courage  which  the  Kabobiquas  difplay 
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in  combat  is  particularly  exercifed  in  their 
hunting  excurfions,  and  above  all  againft 
carnivorous  animals.  Intrepid,  however,  as 
it  may  be  to  attack  the  elephant  and  the  rhino-r 
ceros, -thefe  fpecies  of  animals  are  not  objeda 
of  their  vengeance ; becaufe,  living  upon  grafs 
and  herbs,  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  either  for  themfclves  or  their  cat- 
tle. But  the  tiger,  lion,  hyaena,  and  panther, 
being  enemies  of  a different  kind,  they  declare 
againft  them  implacable  war,  and  purfue  them 
without  remiffion. 

Of  the  fpoils  of  thefe  deftrudive  animals 
they  form  their  bucklers,  girdles,  fandals, 
kroffes,  mantles,  They  conficler  it  as  a 

mark  of  honour  to  wear  them  ; and  they  fet 
a much  higher  value  upon  them  than  upon  the 
ikin  of  the  rhinoceros  or  of  the  elephant.  If 
they  fomerimes  hunt  the  latter,  it  is  only  as 
objeds  of  food  5 and  they  employ  to  catch 
them  thofe  concealed  pits,  which  are  the  ufual 
fnares  of  the  Hottentots : but  this  method, 
which  recpiires  both  patience  and  labour,  is 
very  little  fuited  to  a people  fo  brave  and  en-. 
terprlfing  as  the  Kabobiquas. 

Keen  and  re  folate  hunters,  they  add  to  native 
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valour  the  utmoft  a^fllvlty.  Nimble  as  deer, 
nothing  can  ftop  their  coiirfe  ; neither  excef- 
five  fatigue,  nor  the  longeft  and  moft  difficult 
journeys.  I have  often  hunted  in  their  com- 
pany ; and  I always  found  them  indefatigable 
and  ready  for  every  undertaking.  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  fkill  and  adlivity,  they 
were  never  able  to  bring  me  within  reach  of 
a white  zebra,  nor  of  a particular  kind  of  an- 
telope, which  I believe  to  have  been  a gnou, 
though  it  was  larger  than  the  gnous  are  in 
general. 

Thele  are  the  two  fpecies  of  animals  that  are 
moft  common  in  this  part  of  the  country.  A 
great  many  rhinocerofes,  and  antelopes  with- 
out number,  are  alfo  to  be  feen  ; but,  whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate, 
to  the  place  being  unfuitable  to  their  nature, 
or  rather  to  the  want  of  food  proper  for  them, 
no  giraffes  are  any  longer  to  be  found  in  it. 

As  the  Kabobiquas  poflefs  fo  bold  and  re- 
folute  a charader,  one  might  be  induced  to 
believe  that  they  are  ferocious  and  intra6lable. 
Among  all  the  African  nations,  however,  which 
. I have  vifited,  I never  knew  one  that  fo  much 
praclifed  obedience  and  fubordination. 
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The  chief  here  is  not,  as  in  other  tribes,  ^ 
principal  among  his  equals  ; he  is  a fovereigh 
in  the  midft  of  his  fubjedtsj  a mafter  fur- 
rounded  by  his  haves.  A word,  a gefture,  or 
a look,  is  fufficient  to  procure  him  obedience. 
Whatever  be  his  orders,  they  are  never  con- 
itradided  ; and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  in  every 
particular  family.  What  the  chief  !s  to  the 
horde,  the  father  is  to  his  children.  Ilis  com- 
mands are  abfolute ; and  he  exercifes  regal 
power  at  home,  while  he  obeys  ellewhere. 

Though  the  tribe  was  very  numerous,  the 
wifdom  with  which  it  was  ruled,  and  the 
good  order  that  prevailed  around  me,  an- 
nounced, in  the  man  by  Whom  it  was  go- 
verned, an  intelligence  fuperior  to  that  of  all 
the  favages  I had  before  feen  j and  I knew 
not'  a fmgle  individual,  except  old  Haabas,- 
that  Neftor  of  the  Gonaqua  nation,  who  could 
be  compared  to  him.  As  I conceived  for 
him  a very  high  efteem,  it  was  a fource  to 
me  of  real  pain  that  I was  unacquainted  with 
his  language,  and  therefore  not  able  freely  to 
interrogate  him  refpeding  a thouiand  objeds 
which  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying 
to  me  to  know. 
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His  habitation  was  fuited  to  his  fiipreme 
dignity.  It  was,  indeed,  a hut  only,  like  thofe 
of  his  fiibjeds,  and,  like  them,  covered  with 
the  ildns  of  animals  ; but  It  was  much  larger, 
as  well  as  more  elevated ; and  around  it  were 
fix  others,  occupied  by  his  family  and  def- 
lined  for  them  alone. 

The  natural  drynefs  of  the  country  inha- 
bited by  the  Kabobiquas  obliges  them  to  dig 
wells,  for  their  own  ufe  as  well  as  for  their  cat- 
tle; but  as  the  fame  caufe  often  dries  up 
thefe  wells,  they  are  then  forced  to  remove, 
and  to  feek  elfe where  a foil  more  abundant 
in  fprings ; for  Fifli-River,  though  confider- 
able  in  the  rainy  feafon,  is  often  during  the 
‘irreat  heats  entirely  deftitute  of  water. 

The  long  journeys,  which  thefe  too  frequent 
emigrations  compel  them  to  undertake,  and 
the  intercourfe  which  they  thence  have  with 
other  nations,  muft  necelfarily  infpire  them 
with  ideas  unknown  to  the  fettled  tribes ; and 
it  would  not  be  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  tlmt  to 
this  extenfion  of  ideas  are  they  indebted  for 
that  fuperiority  of  intelligence  whicly  elevates 
them  above  their  neighbours  : but  I have  al- 
ready fpoken  of  a nation,  w^ho,  like  them,  being 
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forced  to  dig  wells,  and  to  become  wanderers^ 
have  remained,  neverthelefs,  in  the  inferiority 
of  the  favage  ftate.  Nature,  perhaps,  who 
has  beftovved  upon  the  Kabobiquas  bodies 
more  agile,  and  a more  intrepid  character, 
may  have  endowed  them  alfo  with  fuperior 
minds. 

To  the  Kabobiquas  I am  indebted  for  my 
knowledge  of  the  place  where  Orange-River 
has  its  fource.  I imagined  that  this  river 
came  from  the  central  mountains;  but  they 
informed  me,  that,  though  in  its  progrefs  it 
feemed  to  approach  them,  it  took  its  rife  at  a 
great  diftance  in  the  mountains  fituated  far- 
ther to  the  north-eaft,  and  that  it  did  not 
reach  the  former  till  after  a winding  courfe 
of  confiderable  length. 

In  confequence  of  one  of  their  emigrations, 
they  had  formerly  fettled  on  its  banks,  fixty 
leagues  from  the  defert  which  they  now  inha- 
bited ; but  being  molelled  by  the  Houzouanas, 
and  diLppointed  by  the  drought,  they  had  re- 
moved from  it,  and  came  to  encamp  again  in 
the  fpot  where  I found  them. 

Of  all  the  African  nations,  they  are  the 
only  people  among  whom  1 found  any  ’idea, 
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however  confufed  a one,  of  the  exiftence  of  a 
deity.  I do  not  know  whether  it  be  from 
their  own  refledion,  or  the  communications 
of  other  tribes,  that  they  have  acquired  this 
fubliine  knowledge,  which  would  alone  bring 
them  near  to  a level  with  polifhed  nations; 
but  they  believe,  as  far  as  I have  been  able 
to  learn  from  my  people,  that  beyond  the 
flars  there  exifts  a fupreme  being,  who  made 
and  who  governs  all_  things. 

1 muft  however  obferve,  that  on  this  fub- 
jed  their  ideas  are  vague,  barren,  and  unpro- 
dudive.  They  have  no  conception  of  the 
future  exiftence  of  the  foul,  or  of  rew^ards  and 
punifhments  in  another  life ; in  fhort,  they 
fiave  neither  worfhip,  facrifices,  ceremonies, 
nor  prieds,  and  are  total  ftrangers  to  what  we 
call  religion. 

1 am  well  aware,  that  Kolben  advances  a 
very  different  opinion  refpeding  thefe  Afri- 
cans ; but  I have  already  given  my  fentiments 
of  that  author.  1 will  however  acknow’’- 
ledge,  that  Kolben  does  not  always  deviate 
from  the  truth,  and  that  his  fallehoods  even 
are  founded  upon  fads,  which  he  has  wulfully 
Vo L.  III.  H mifre- 
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' mifreprefented,  or  adopted  without  fufEcIent 
examination. 

He  has  been  vaguely  told,  that  there  are 
fome  tribes  among  whom  clrcumcifion  is 
ufual,  and  that  there  are  others  who  deprive 
their  males  of  one  tefiicle.  On  this  authority 
he  affirms,  that  all  the  different  Hottentot 
hordes  are  circumcifed ; and  he  deferibes,  in 
the  mod  minute  manner,  and  as  an  eye-wit- 
nefs,  their  manner  of  feml-caftratlon,  though 
lie  never  went  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Cape. 

It  is  natural  that  a father  ffiould  difpofe  of 
his  children,  and  that  he  ffiould  hiinfelf 
perform  the  ceremony  of  their  marriage,  if 
the  cuftom  of  the  country  admits  of  a cere- 
mony. With  Kolben  this  fimple  practice  Is 
converted  into  a branch  of  religion,  a facrifice, 
a fuperftitious  dance,  an  objedl  of  forcery,  &c. 
There  is  a high  pried,  who,  being  entruded 
with  the  bufmefs  of  clrcumcifion,  of  femi-caf- 
tration,  and  all  the  religious  cudoms,  alfo  gives 
his  benedidion  to  marriage  ; and  who,  always 
mader  of  an  evacuation  which  unquedionably 
is  lefs  fubjefl  to  our  will  than  fevereign  over 
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It,  finiOies  the  ceremony  by  pouring  on  the 
married  couple  a copious  difcharge  of  urine. 

In  the  time  of  that  author,  the  Kabobiquas 
were  not  known  at  the  Cape,  and  I believe 
myfelf  to  be  the  firft  peiTon  by  whom  their 
name  has  been  mentioned  : but  it  is  not  im- 
poflible  that  he  may  have  been  told  of  fome 
;ribes,  who,  more  courageous  than  others,  or 
more  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  ravenous  ani- 
mals, made  it  a rule  to  combat  them,  and,  like 
the  Kabobiquas,  confidered  it  as  an  honour 
to  wear  their  fpoils.  A fad  fo  fimple,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  have  made  a fufficiently 
brilliant  figure  in  a relation  of  travels  ; nor 
would  the  reader  have  felt  himfelf  inte- 
refied  in  an  unadorned  ftory  of  favages,  who,  ' 
to  preferve  their  cattle,  declare  war  againft 
fuch  animals  as  are  their  enemies.  • He  has, 
therefore,  embellifiied  the  narrative  of  this 
hunting,  and  converted  it  into  an  order  of 
chivalry,  to  which  no  one  is  admitted  but 
with  particular  ceremonies,  performed  by  the 
high  prieft,  and  until  he  has  given  convincing 
proofs  of  his  prowefs.  But  I have  irififted 
too  long  on  improbable  falfehoods  and  abfurd 
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fables,  and  fhall  return,  therefore,  to  my  Ka- 
boblquas. 

Having  procured  every  information  in  my 
power  refpe^ting  thefe  people,  and  added  to 
my  collection  the  birds  found  in  their  diftrid:, 

I was  unwilling  any  longer  to  fatigue  my 
horfes  in  purluing,  to  no  purpofe,  animals’ 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  approach 
them.  I refolved,  therefore,  to  quit  the  horde, 
and  to  vifit  another,  eftablifhed  at  the  diftance 
of  a long  day’s  journey  to  the  north-weft. 
The  chief  gave  me  guides  to  accompany  me 
thither  ; and  on  the  9th  of  February  we  re- 
fumed our  march. 

We  puriued  our  way  for  fome  time  along 
very  narrow  paths,  which  however,  in  all 
probability,  fliortened  our  route ; and  at 
length,  at  the  end  of  a defile,  we  difeovered 
a plain  which,  extending  towards  the  vreft, 
was  bounded  on  the  horizon  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, the  bottoms  of  which  were  covered  with 
wood. 

The  verdure  of  thefe  forefts  gave  me  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  watered  by 
fome  river ; and  they  reminded  me  of  the  de- 
lightful 
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lightful  borders  of  Fidi-Rlver,  where  I had 
fojourned  with  fo  much  pleafure.  I flattered 
inyfelf  that  I fliould  in  like  manner  find  there 
provifions  in  abundance  for  my  company, 
new  plants  and  animals  to  increafe  my  col- 
ledions,  and  objects  with  which  I was  unac- 
,quainted  to  gratify  my  curiofity.  Accordingly 
I gave  orders  to  my  people  to  dire<ft  their 
courfe  towards  that  quarter  j and,  though 
it  was  lengthening  our  way,  we  proceeded 
along  the  plain. 

I 

We  had  marched  three  hours,  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  when  the  horizon 
became  fuddenly  darkened,  and  alrightful  Itorm 
feemed  gathering  over  our  heads.  Long  and 
frequent  flafhes  of  lightning  darted  between 
the  clouds ; the  thunder  roared  in  a mofl; 
jawful  manner;  and  our  animals  by  their 
perturbed  and  refiiefs  'movements  announ- 
ced that  the  tempeft  was  likely  to  be  tremen- 
dous. 

Without  lofing  time,  my  oxen  were  un- 
loaded, my  tent  was  eredied,  mats  and  ikins 
were  prepared  to  afford  us  fhel'ter,  and  every 
one  took  a (hare  in  the  labour.  Our  precau- 
tions, however,  were  of  no  avail.  ' The  wind 
became  fo  impetuous  that  nothing  could  relifi; 
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it ; my  tent  was  overturned  ; and  I was  re- 
duced to  the  necellity  of  covering  myfelf  with 
the  canvas,  while  my  people  fecured  them- 
felves  in  the  heft  manner  they  could. 

The  rain  in  the  mean  time  poured  down 
in  torrents,  and  fo  great  was  the  deluge,  that 
we  might  have  fuppofed  all  Africa  about  to  be 
inundated.  The  heavens,  meanwhile,  which 
‘ feemed  thus  to  diflblve  into  water,  appeared 
by  the  lightning  to  be  every  now  and  then 
actually  on  fire.  The  flalhes  embraced  the 
whole  atmofphere  ; while  the  thunder,  burfting 
on  every  fide  at  once,  made  us  all  apprehend 
that  we  fliould  infallibly  become  its  vidtims. 

I had  feen  violent  dorms  in  Caffraria ; I 
was  acejuainted  with  thofe  of  the  Cape,  fo  much 
dreaded  by  mariners  and  travellers  : and  1 had 
not  forgotten  thofe  of  Surinam,  which,  for  two 
months  together,  rifing  daily  with  /the  tide, 
announce  the  fcafon  of  drought : but  till  this 
period  I had  never  beheld  one  fo  alarming  ; 
and,  for  the  fird  time  in  my  life,  the  found  of 
thunder  made  me  tremble. 

It  is  true,  to  fecure  and  preferve  my  powder 
I had  placed  it  near  me  under  the  canvafs ; 
and  while  I feared  that  the  thunder  might 
break  over  me,  I feared  alfo  for  my  magazine, 

which, 
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which,  by  Its  explofion,  would  have  blown  me 
up  along  with  it. 

My  terror  on  account  of  this  double  danger 
continued  more  than  an  hour.  7 he  thunder 
liaving  at  length  ceafed,  though  the  rain  flill 
continued,  each  of  us  putting  his  head  out  from 
below  his  covering  eagerly  turned  round  his 
eyes  to  fearch  for  his  neighbour ; and,  furprifed 
to  find  the  whole  company  alive,  we  congratu- 
lated each  other  on  having  efcaped  fo  imminent 
a peril. 

JVly  Kaboblqiia  guides  alone  feemed  to  be 
delighted  with  the  ftorm.  Accuftomed,  as 
they  faid,  to  experience  fimilar  and  even  more 
violent  ones,  they  had,  in  general,  their  noife 
only  without  their  advantage ; but  by  this 
their  wells  would  be  filled  with  water,  and 
frefh  paflure  would  fpring  up  for  their  cattle. 
They  confidered  it,  therefore,  as  a bleffing ; 
and  fo  great  was  their  joy,  that  they  had  fat 
all  the  while  quietly  expofed  to  the  rain,  with- 
out attempting  in  the  fmallefi.  degree  to  Ihel- 
ter  tliemfelves  from  it. 

All  our  cattle,  flieep,  oxen,  and  goats,  du- 
ring the  ftorm,  had  difperfed  themfelves  in 
different  quarters  over  the  plain.  Having  col- 
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leded  them,  and  being  defirous  to  find  a fpot 
for  an  encampment  near  the  wood  and  fup- 
pofed  river,  I again  purfued  my  route  ; for 
what  could  we  do  in  the  middle  of  a plain 

covered  with  water,  and  under  a rain  which, 

1 

though  in  fome  meafiire  abated,  continued  ftill 
to  fall  with  violence  ? Already  wet  to  the, 
fldn,  I confidered  the  inconvenience  of  being 
foaked  a little  longer  as  of  no  confequence. 

My  baggage,  indeed,  having  been  tho- 
roughly drenched,  was  a double  load  to  my 
oxen.  The  earth  too,  though  Tandy,  had  re- 
ceived To  much  rain,  that  it  could  not  abTorb 
the  whole  of  it.  In  confequence,  it  was  every 
where  covered  with  pools ; and  the  oxen, 
obliged  to  paTs  theTe  cavities  without  knowing 
where  they  placed  their  feet,  ftumbled  at  every 
ftep,  and  ran  the  rifk  of  being  lamed  under 
their  burdens. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
the  rain  fortunately  ceafed  altogether ; and 
the  calm  which  followed  allowed  us  to  kindle 
Irres  to  dry  our  baggage  and  clothes.  The 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  even  the  night,  were 
employed  in  this  buTinefs  ; but  we  were  Teve- 
ral  times  interrupted  by  the  crafliing  of  trees, 
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Vyluch  we  heard  very  near  us.  Tins  noife 
was  occafioned  by  elephants,  which  we  drove 
away  by  firing  our  fufees,  and  which,  coming 
in  queft  of  pafturage  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  my  camp,  were  breaking  the  branches  to 
procure  themfelves  food. 

Next  morning,  when  day  appeared,  I faw 
in  the  plain,  on  an  extent  of  fcarcely  half  a 
league,  more  than  a hundred  of  thefe  animals 
colleded  together.  They  perceived  us  as 
diftindfly  as  we  perceived  them  ; but  they, 
neverthelefs,  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  lead: 
flartled. 

At  this  fight  my  hunters  were  tranfported 
with  joy.  They  immediately  got  ready  their 
arms,  and  were  magnifying,  in  imagina- 
tion, the  ivory  with  wdiich  this  wonderful 
hunt  was  to  fiipply  them.  For  my  part,  being 
no  longer  a novice,  the  eagernefs  I had  formerly 
felt  was  gone.  Satiated  in  fome  degree  with 
this  amufement,  I did  not  forget  the  dangers  with 
wdiich  it  is  almofl  always  accompanied.  The 
inconvenience,  befides,  of  tranfporting  with- 
out a waggon  the  teeth  of  thefe  animals,  in- 
fpired  me  with  no  great  defirc  of  poffcffi ng 
them. 

I 
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While  fuch  were  my  ideas,  a bird  of  a new 
fpecies  would  have  appeared  more  valuable  to 
me  than  a dozen  elephants.  I began,  there- 
fore, to  traverfe  the  foreft  ; and  I had  the  fatif- 
fadion  to  kill  two  charming  animals  of  the 
feathered  race,  a male  and  a female.  They 
confiderably  refemble  the  fpecies  of  the  ring- 
dove, though  the  difference  is  fufficicnt,  in 
ray  opinion,  to  entitle  them  to  a feparate  clafs, 
as  they  have  a bill  much  larger  than  pigeons  in 
general.  Their  claws  are  alfo  more  hooked, 
and  their  toes  broader  and  Hatter.  In  Ihort, 
the  mod  beautiful  colours  ornament  their 
plumage,  which,  on  the  body,  is,  in  general, 
of  a brilliant  green.  The  feathers  of  the  wings 
are  bordered  with  an  elegant  jonquille  yellow, 
which  is  alfo  the  colour  of  the  belly  of  the 
male.  On  the  top  of  each  wing  is  a large 
violet  fpot ; and  the  feet  of  both  are  red. 
This  charming  fpecies,  entirely  new,  will  form 
a part  of  my  ornithology,  in  which  I Ihall  give 
figures  of  them  both. 

The  fkirt  of  wood  near  which  I had  en- 
camped lay  in  a diredion  N.  j W.  which  was 
that  of  my  route  ; and,  by  keeping  along  the 
edge  of  it,  I knew  I fhould  arrive  at  the  horde 

I in- 
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1 intended  to  vifit.  After  marching  fomc 
hours,  we  found  ourfelves,  however,  flopped 
by  a torrent,  which,  falling  from  the  moun- 
tains, had  been  prodigioufly  fwelled  by  the 
rain  of  the  late  florm  ; and,  as  it  was  neceffary 
to  wait  till  it  fhould  fubfide  and  become  ford- 
able, I was  obliged  to  encamp  on  its  banks. 
The  place  was  agreeable ; and  I found  in  it 
birds  of  various  kinds,  which  made  me  fufE- 
cient  amends  for  the  uneafmefs  occafioned  by 
the  delay. 

Klaas,  who  by  long  pradice  had  become  a 
naturalifl,  and  who  knew  as  well  as  I what  my 
colledion  contained,  and  what  would  be  new 
in  it,  exerted  himfelf  with  indefatigable  ai*- 
dour  to  augment  it.  He  killed  and  brought 
to  me  a magnificent  bird  with  which  I was 
entirely  unacquainted,  and  which  exhibited 
charaderiftics  fo  confufed  that  I was  at  a lofs 
how  to  clafs  it. 

On  the  firfl  view  I fhould  have  taken  it  for 
a cuckoo  ; but,  though  it  had  fome  relation  to 
that  genus,  it  did  not  in  reality  belong  to  it ; 
for  its  feet  were  flronger,  and  its  claws  more 
hooked  and  notched : befides,  Klaas,  before 
he  fired,  faw  it  hook  itfelf  to  the  trunk  of  a 
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tree.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  wood-pecker, 
and,  like  the  wood-pecker  alfp,  ftrike  its  bill 
againft  the  bark. 

Its  claws  and  toes  are  abfolutely  the  fame, 
and  divided  precifely  as  are  thofe  of  that  bird  ; 
but  its  tail  is  not  capable  of  fupporting  it,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  the  tail  of  the  wood-pecker.  It 
does  not,  therefore,  climb,  but  fupports  itfelf 
tnerely  by  hooking  its  claws  in  the  bark  pf 
trees,  on  which  it  feeks  for  its  food.  It  has  a 
large  crooked  bill,  and  is,  in  fhort,  one  of 
thofe  fpecies  which  fhow  the  deficiency  of  our 
fyftems  of  ornithology.  I (hall  not  omit  this 
beautiful  bird  in  my  defcriptions. 

The  fwell  of  the  torrent  did  not  continue 
longer  than  twenty- four  hours,  and  the  fe- 
cond  day  I was  able  to  crofs  it  without  whetting 

• r 

my  feet.  We  w'ere  now  only  three  leagues 
from  the  horde,  and  fome  of  the  people  who 
compofed  it,  having  at  a diftance  obferved 
my  camp,  approached  towards  us  to  recon- 
noitre it. 

As  they  foon'diftinguifhed  my  Kabobiqua 
guides,  their  neighbcurs  and  friends,  they  ad- 
vanced to  pay  me  a vifit.  1 infpired  them 
with  a favourable  opinion  of  me  by  a few  pre- 
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fents  ; and  I gave  them  for  their  chief  a fmall 
portion  of  tobacco,  defiring  them  to  inform 
him,  that  I intended  to  pay  my  refpe<fs  to  hinl 
in  perfon,  and  that  next  morning  I would  be 
at  the  kraal  with  my  whole  company.  We 
were  not  able,  however,  to  fet  out  till  after 
dinner,  becaufe  the  oxen  I had  purchafed  at 
the  laft  horde  had  returned  thither  during  the 
night,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  difpatch  fome  of 
my  people  to  bring  them  back. 

The  chief,  accompanied  by  his  whole  horde^ 
came  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  meet  me  ; and 
I found  him  waiting  my  arrival  on  the  banks 
of  a rivulet.  As  my  appearance'excited  among 
this  horde  the  fame  eagernefs,  the  fame  fur- 
prife,  and  the  fame  curiofity,  as  among  the 
horde  I had  quitted,  I (hall  not  repeat  what  I 
have  faid  already.  It  confifted  alfo  of  Kabobi- 
quas;  and  confequently  their  manners,  cuftoms^ 
ai'ins,  and  charadler,  were  the  fame. 

The  only  difference  I obferved  was,  that  in 
the  former  the  men  only  wore  fandals  ; but 
in  this  horde  they  were  worn  by  every  body ; 
men,  women,  and  children.  This  cuftom, 
however,  does  not  proceed  either  from  luxury 
or  efi'eminacy,  but  from  an  indifpenfible  and 
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jiecefTary  precaution,  Impofed  by  the  rocky  na- 
ture of  their  country,  and  by  the  mimofas  with 
which  it  is  covered.  This  tree  bears  a great 
number  of  prickles,  fo  that  the  earth  around 
it  is  always  ftrewed  with  them  ; and  it  is 
to  prevent  their  feet  from  being  wounded 
by  them  that  they  habituate  tliemfelves  to  the 
ufe  of  fan  dais. 

As  every  novelty  in  drefs  among  Grangers 
appeai-s  almoft  always  ridiculous,  my  people, 
accuflomed  to  go  bare-footed,  confidered  this  as 
altogether  fmgular;  and,  to  diftinguifh  the  new 
horde  from  all  thofe  we  had  before  feen,  they 
called  them  the  horde  of  the  fandal- bearers. 

' Lefs  numerous  than  the  former,  it  confifted 
only  of  two  hundred  individuals.  They  had 
alfo  fewer  cattle  ; both  becaufe  the  foil,  on  ac- 
count of  its  poverty,  afforded  little  pafturage, 
and  becaufe  the  Houzouanas  made  frequent  in- 
curfions  into  their  territory  to  plunder  them. 

/ Not  long  before  my  arrival,  they  had  carried 
oft'  thirty  oxen  ; and,  though  the  chief  had 
armed  all  his  people  to  endeavour  to  recover 
them,  he  had  been  able  to  retake  only  fix  ; 
and  thefe  even  were  fo  feverely  wounded  with 
arrows  and  aflagays,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
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till  tliem  on  the  fpot,  and  to  carry  them  to 
the  kraal  in  pieces  for  provifion. 

Notvvithftaiiding  their  poverty,  thefe  favages 
displayed  the  difmtereftednefs  and  generofity 
peculiar  to  their  nation.  Though  I had  diftrl- 
buted  among  them,  in  prefents,  only  a few 
paltry  articles,  they  brought  every  evening  to 
my  camp  a confiderable  quantity  of  milk. 
During  the  time  I (pent  among  them,  which 
was  eight  days  (becaufe,  the  mimofas  being  in 
full  bloffom,  I found  thereon  many  infedts  andi 
birds),  fome  foll6wed  me  to  the  chace  with  a 
view  of  rendering  me  any  little  fervice  in  their 
power,  and  others  ran  every  where  about  the 
neighbourhood  to  procure  me  infedls.  On 
my  part,  I made  it  my  duty  and  a pleafure 
to  oblige  them.  My  markfmen  went  out 
to  hunt  for  them  rhinocerofes  and  elephants ; 
and  though  they  were  not  able,  during  my 
whole  flay,  to  get  near  one  of  thefe  fhy 
animals,  they  killed  nearly  a fcore  of  ante- 
lopes, and  feveral  buffaloes,  the  greater  part  of 
w^hich  were  given  up  to  the  horde.  The  buf- 
faloes were  exadlly  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe 
we  had  killed  on  the  eaftern  coaft.  They 
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were  only  much  larger  ; but  their  flelh  being 
leaner  was  lef&  delicate. 

My  own  excurfions  alfo  proved  fuccefsful ; 
and  I found  for  my  colledlion  two  rare  fpecies 
of  birds.  One  of  them  was  the  roller,  known 
under  the  name  of  the  Senegal  roller;  the 
Other  the  rofe-coloured  bee- eater,  called  the 
Nubian  bee* eater.  By  adding  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  thefe  birds  the  name  of  the  country 
where  they  are  found,  naturalids,  doubtlefs, 
did  not  mean  to  aflert  that  they  exill  no  where 
tlfe;  but  it  was  there  probably  they  were 
hrft  difcovered,  though,  like  many  others 
which  bear  the  names  of  countries,  they  may 
be  met  with  in  a different  part  of  the  globe. 

Buffaloes  were  fo  common  in  this  diftri(fb^ 
that  they  came  and  fed  quietly  at  a little  dif- 
tance  from  my  camp  ; but,  when  we  attempted 
to  approach  them,  they  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  This  fufpi- 
cious  and  liaggard  animal  carefully  avoids  dan- 
ger, and  i:  is  only  wlien  attacked  and  obliged  to 
defend  himfelf  that  he  Teems  to  be  fenfible  of 
the  immenfe  ftrength  which  nature  has  be- 
ftowed  upon  him. 
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Witli  regard  to  giraffes,  none  now  exiff 
in  this  diftri<ff,  or  in  thofe  I had  quitted.  A 
ttw  old  men,  liowever,  affured  me  that  in  their 
youth  they  had  feen  fome  here  ; and,  from  the 
defcription  they  gave  of  them,  it  appeared  as 
if  they  Ipoke  truth.  I do  not  know  why  the 
cafe  is  different  at  prefcnt;  but  I conclude  from 
the  circumftance,  that,  if  there  are  animals 
which  occupy  a great  latitude  of  country, 
there  are  others  that  can  live  only  in  a very 
narrow  zone. 

What  principally  engaged  the  attention  of 
my  Kabobiqua  horde  was  a dread  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  From  morning  to  night  I heard  them 
pronounce  nothing  but  the  word  Houzouana. 
If  they  defired  my  interpreters  to  fay  any  thing 
to  me,  it  always  related  to  the  hoftilities  or 
robberies  of  thefe  people. 

That  adive  nation,  more  dreaded  than  tr.ey 
ought  to  be,  had  an  eftabliHimcnt  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  twenty  leagues  towards  the 
north,  and  occupied  a chain  of  mountains  ex- 
tending from  north  to  calh  As  the  barrennefs 
of  the  foil  which  they  poffeffcd  prevented 
them  from  forming  regular  and  numerous 
hordes,  they  divided  thcmfelves  into  fmall 
VoL.  III.  I ' bodies, 
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bodies,  more  or  lefs  confiderable,  according  to 
places  and  circumftances ; and,  as  the  fame 
caufe  often  reduced  them  to  a great  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  they  made  incurfions  into  the  terri- 
tories of  their  neighbours,  and  carried  off  their 
flocks.  Thefe  plunderers,  living  by  rapine, 
are  fo  much  feared  in  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood on  account  of  their  valour,  that  a few  of 
them  are,  fuffleient  to  put  to  flight  a whole 
horde  of  two  hundred  men  completely  armed  ; 
and  if  the  party  who  have  been  robbed  follow 
them,  w^hen  they  retire  with  their  booty,  it  is 
rather  to  afliire  themfelves  of  their  retreat  than 
to  attack  them. 

The  Kabobiqua  horde  itfelf,  though  be- 
longing to  a nation  more  warlike  than  any  of 
the  other  tribes  around,  were  equally  timid 
in  regard  to  the  Houzouanas.  Taught  from 
their  infancy  to  confider  them  as  formidable, 
they  thought  refinance  ufelefs,  and  took  no 
precautions  to  enable  them  either  to  prevent 
or  repel  their  attacks. 

They  had,  however,  recently  concluded  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  neareft  divifion  ; and, 
in  order  to  enfurc  tranquillity,  had  engaged  to 
pay  them  annually  a certain  number  of  cattle. 

This 
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This  bears  fome  refemblance  to  a commence- 
ment of  civilization ; but  thefe  lliameful  and 
humiliating  conditions  were  broken  almoft  as 
foon  as  concluded.  The  Houzouanas  of  the 
more  diftant  divifions  pretended,  that  the  Ka- 
bobiquas  had  not  entered  into  the  treaty  with- 
out a view  to  advantage  ; and  that  they  would 
confequently  continue  their  hoftilities  and  de- 
predations. Even  the  party  which  had  ac- 
cepted the  peace  was  fuppofed  to  countenance 
their  incurfions,  to  inform  them  of  the  mofl: 
favourable  moments,  and  to  fliarc  in  the 
fruits  of  thefe  plundering  expeditions. 

Thus  every  thing  confpires  to  prove  what 
man  is  in  the  folitary  flate,  and  what  he  is 
deftincd  to  become  when  he  begins  to  com- 
bine in  groupes,  and  to  feel  on  all  Tides  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  fellow  men. 

When  the  chief  Taw  the  effedl  of  my  fufecs, 
and  was  fenfible  how  far  fuch  arms  rendered 
me  fuperior  to  his  enemies,  he  endeavoured  to 
animate  me  againd  them,  and  to  intereft  me 
in  his  quarrel.  Defirous  of  being  acquainted 
with  and  vifiting  that  nation,  I often  inter- 
rogated him  refpeding  it,  and  requefted  in- 
formation j but  he  anfwered  all  my  queftions 
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either  by  advice  or  complaints,  the  vifiblc  in-i 
tenticn  of  which  was  to  irritate  me  againfl  it. 

He  apprehended,  however,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  afterwards,  when  I ihould  be  gone, 
the  Elouzouanas  inight  come  and  wreak  their 
vengeance  on  his  horde,  for  having  directed 
me  to  their  refidence,  and  armed  me  againft 
them.  Accordingly,  employing  my  interpre- 
ters, fometimes  to  infpire  me  with  an  enver 
nomed  hatred  againft  thefe  plunderers,  and 
fometirnes  to  advife  me  not  to  advance  farther, 
his  mind  feemed  to  be  continually  at  variance 
with  itfelF.  He  was  ignorant  that  the  different 
tribes  through  whofe  territories  I had  paiTed 
fpoke  to  me  of  them  with  the  fanie  terror,  arid 
that  all  his  difeourfe  produced  no  other  effedt 
than  to  increafe  my  defire  of  knowing  diem. 

With  my  numeroiis  caravan,  my  diftant 
and  frequent  hunting  excurfions,  and  the 
multiplicity  of  my  nocfturnal  fires,  I could 
not  remain  long  unknown  to  fo  wandering 
a people.  1 entertained  no  doubt  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  their  roving,  they  muft  already  have 
obferved  me ; and  tfiat  if  they  had  not  yet 
fhown  thcmfelves,  it  was  becaufe  the  noife 
of  my  fire-arms,  w’hich  refounded  night  and  * 
I day. 
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dayi  had  checked  their  inclination  to  attack 
me. 

What  they  were  to  the  Kabobiquas,  I was 
to  them  ; and  this  date  of  terror  into  which 
they  were  thrown  gave  me  no  little  uneafi- 
nefs  j becaufe,  by  keeping  them  at  a diftance, 
it  prevented  me  from  having  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  them.  Whatever  fuperiority  the 
nature  of  my  arms  might  give  me,  I had  no 
intention  of  abufing  it ; every  fpecies  of  in- 
fult  being  contrary  to  my  principles.  To  exe- 
cute the  plan  of  travels  I had  formed  required 
many  friends  ; I had  every  where  endeavour- 
ed fo  to  ad:  as  to  procure  them';  and  1 was 
fully  convinced  that  the  Houzouanas,  fomuch 
dreaded  and  fo  much  decried,  would  be 
equally  among  the  number. 

My  people,  however,  were  of  a different 
opinion.  By  my  converfations  with  the  chief, 
they  learned  my  delign ; for,  as  I was  obliged 
to  employ  four  different  interpreters,  it  could 
be  no  fecrct. 

When  it  was  known  through  the>  camp,  I 
obferved  fymptoms  of  univerfal  alarm ; the 
men  and  women  talked  to  each  other  with 
apparent  uneafmefs  ; and  the  different  tribes 
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aflembled  and  held  conferences  together. — 
Though  I underftood  nothing  of  their  dif-- 
courle,  the  myfterious  manner  in  which  they 
condudied  themfelves,  and  the  reftlefs  air  of 
their  countenances,  announced  a horm,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  a confpiracy  was  on  the 
point  of  hurfting  out. 

The  Nimiquas,  being  the  moib  timid,  were 
the  hrft  to  explain  their  fentiments ; and,  on 
my  part,  I had  reafon  to  be  glad  that  the  plot 
began  to  fliew  itfclf  by  the  declaration  of  thefe 
poltroons,  dellitute  alike  of  fpirit  and  energy. 
They  came  to  inform  me,  that  they  would 
neither  confent  to  enter  a country  of  which 
' none  of  my  company  had  any  knowledge, 
nor  expofe  themfelves  to  the  attacks  of  a 
nation  which  every  other  nation  held  in  hor- 
ror ; and  that  they  would  confequently  leave 
me,  if  I perfifted  in  my  refolution. 

I made  to  their  fpeech  no  other  reply  than 
by  a burll  of  laughter ; and,  taking  them  at 
their  word,  gave  them  leave  to  depart  that 
moment,  well  adured  that  they  had  not  the  cou- 
. rage  to  put  their  threat  in  execution;  becaufe, 
in  order  to  return,  they  had  to  traverfe  coun- 
tries infefted  by  the  Bofhmen,  through  which 
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they  would  never  venture  to  pafs  alone.  They 
were  compelled,  therefore,  to  remain  under 
my  protedion,  and  by  their  exceflive  cow-  . 
ardice  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fulfer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  conduded  wherever  I 
might  choofe  to  lead  them.  The  cafe  was 
precifely  the  fame  with  all  their  companions. 

Each  band,  however,  came  to  notify  their 
departure  ; but,  when  they  ought  to  have  fe- 
parated  from  me,  none  of  them  durft  move. 
So  great  was  their  terror,  that  had  they  even 
been  advanced  on  their  journey,  leaving  the 
Houzoiianas  behind  them,  they  would  ftill 
have  been  afraid  of  being  attacked  by  thefe 
people. 

My  Cape  Elottentots,  though  equally  cow- 
ardly, concealed  their  timidity  with  more  art : 
but  refpeding  them  I had  other  caufes  of  un- 
eafinefs.  Accuftomed  to  an  indolent  life  in 
the  colonies,  and  continually  regretting  the 
lofs  of  certain  conveniences  of  which  they 
found  themfelves  deprived,  they  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  enduring  fatigues  fiinilar 
to  thofe  which  it  was  necelTary  for  us  to  fup- 
port.  Their  health  was  affeded  by  the  dif- 
ference of  the  climate  into  which  they  had 

I 4 been 


1 


120  TRAVELS  IN 

been  removed ; and  if  I had  not  taken  the 
precaution  to  make  a long  flay  at  each  of 
the  flations  where  I halted,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  perform  the  journey,  and 
muft  one  after  another  have  periflied  on  the 
way. 

This  new  plan  alarmed  them  more  than  any 
preceding  one  : but,  as  they  poirdTed  a great- 
er iliare  of  acutenefs  than  their  comrades,  and 
were  confequently  lefs  free  and  open,  they 
had  addrefs  enough  to  conceal  tlieir  pnhllani- 
mity  under  the  moft  fpecious  pretenccf.  To 
fpeak  to  me  of  the  Houzouanas  would  have 
been  imprudently  betraying  theinfelves  ; they 
did  not  even  fo  much  as  pronounce  their 
name  ; but,  affediing  to  Ihew  themfelves  good 
fathers  and  good  hu{I:)ands,  they  reminded 
me,  with  feigned  tendernefs,  of  their  wives 
and  children,  wliom  they  would  perhaps 
have  beaten  had  they  bee'n  near  them.  They 
talked  alio  of  their  fatigues  and  their  health  ; 
and,  above  all,  of  the  local  and  particular  ob- 
ftacles  which  would  arife  in  the  execution  of 
my  projed. 

Could  I have  believed  the  people  of  the  horde, 
I had  indeed  to  traverle  a defer t which  would 
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require  a journey  of  five  days,  and  in  which  I 
Ihould'find  no  kind  of  food  or  refrefliment, 
either  for  my  people  or  my  animals  ; not  the 
fmallcft  trace  of  vegetation  ; not  even  vegeta- 
tive earth.  It  was  only,  they  faid,  a vaft 
ocean  of  fand,  where  it  was  impoflible  to  move 
one  ftep  without  finking  up  to  the  knees  ; 
and  this  fand,  moveable  and  as  light  as  dull, 
was  fo  fine  that  we  fhould  run  the  rifk  of  be- 
ing fmothered  upon  occafion  of  the  leaR 
wmd,  if  we  did  not  perilli  by  thirft,  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  diftrefs,  before  we  had  accom- 
plifhed  half  the  way. 

This  difeouraging  intelligence  w'as  con- 
firmed, in  appearance,  by  the  condu^l  of  the 
Kabobiquas  themfelves.  Notwitliftanding  the 
requeft  of  their  chief,  notwitliftanding  the 
temptation  of  the  prefents  I offered  them,  not 
a fingle  individual  of  the  horde  would  confent 
to  ferve  me  as  a guide.  This  refufal,  how- 
ever, did  not  alarm  me.  Whatever  terrifying 
afped;  it  wore,  I aferibed  it  to  the  fear  with 
which  thefe  defpicable  poltroons  were  pof- 
feffed,  that,  by  confenting,  they  fhould  certainly 
deliver  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  TIou- 
zouanas.  The  more  they  perfifted  in  repre- 
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fenting  the  country  as  extraordinary,  the  more 
was  I inflamed  with  a defire  of  vifiting  it.  I 
favv  there,  in  my  mind’s  eye,  new  ohjedls  of 
natural  hiftory,  difcoveries  of  importance  to 
commerce  ; and  I fuppofed  that  it  would  fur- 
nifli  me  with  details  proper  to  awaken  curio- 
fity,  and  the  more  Angular  as  no  one  before 
me  had  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing'acquainted- with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  frightful  accounts  that 
had  been  given  me,  I faw  nothing  in  them  ' 
but  exaggerated  tales,  whichj  pafling  fuccef- 
fively  through  the  mouths  of  my  different  in- 
terpreters, were  enlarged  in  proportion  to  the 
fear  of  each.  And  after  all,  as  the  Houzou- 
anas  advanced  as  far  as  the  horde  to  plunder 
it,  I might  as  well  go  to  them,  as  fuffer  them 
to  come  to  me : there  was  no  more  danger  in 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

I confefs,  however,  that  what  I had  heard 
refped;ing  the  nature  of  the  foil  did  not  appear 
to  be  entirely  void  of  foundation.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  journey  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Sandal-bearers,  when  I turned  towards  the 
wood  I found  ^ the  ground  fo  thickly  covered 
with  a greyifli  dufl,  that  it  concealed  not  only 
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the  foil,  but  even  the  grafs  and  the  pebbles. 
This  uncommon  phenomenon  ftruck  me  too 
much  not  to  be  obferved  with  attention,  and 
it  brought  to  my  mind  certain  accounts  which 
I had  formerly  read,  and  gave  rife  to  reflec- 
tions, the  refult  of  which  appeared  to  me  in- 
terefting. 

According  to  the'learned  traveller  HalTelquifl:, 

“ there  is  no  country  in  the  world,  if  we  ex- 
^ cept  Poland,  that  contains  in  its  bofom  fucli 
“ a large  quantity  of  common  fait  as  Egypt. 

“ The  bottom  of  the  foil  is  fcarcely  compofed 
“ of  any  thing  elfe  than  mountains  of  it ...  If 
“ pits  be  dug  at  certain  diftances,  they  yield  a 
“ reddifh  fait,  mixed  with  calcareous  earth, 
“ called  by  the  Egyptians  of  the  prefent  day 
“ natron  . . . They  conflder  wells  of  frefh  water 
“ as' a miracle  . . . Without  the  afliftance  of  the 
“ Nile,  Egypt  would  be  uninhabitable ; as, 
““  from  the  fame  caufe,  is  a part  of  Eaftern 
“ Arabia . . . Even  the  blacked:  foil  contains 
“ abundance  of  faline  particles ; as  is  proved, 
“ every  morning  before  fun-rife,  by  the  quan- 
“ tity  of  white  fait  with  which  the  furface  of 
“ it  is  covered,  almofl;  in  the.  fame  manner  as 
“ one  fees  in  Sweden,  in  the  end  of  autumn, 
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“ the  earth  covered  with  hoar  froft,  or  a thlri 
“ coat  of  fnow.”  The  author  adds,  “ A foil 
“ impregnated  with  fair  mud  produce  falfugi- 
“ nous  plants  ; and,  indeed,  fuch  are  found  in 
“ Lgypt,  and  in  greater  nurnber  than  in  any 
“ other  part  of  the  Levant,’* 

Egypt  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  and  I found  myfelf  near 
that  of  Capricorn  ; that  is  to  fay,  at  the  fame 
diftance  from  the  equator.  What  Halfelquift 
had  taught  me  refpeding  tjie  northern  part  of 
Africa,  I found  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  fouth- 
ern  under  the  fame  latitude,  which  ftruck 
me  with  aftoniiliment.  I wondered  why 
nature  prefented  fuch  an  evident  refemblancc 
in  two  countries,  dillant  almofi:  twelve  hun- 
dred leagues,  though  lying  under  the  fame 
parallels, 

I am  no  chcmift,  and  I have  often  had  oc* 
cafion  to  regret  my  deficiency  in  that  refpedh 
It  is  much  to  be  wifncd,  that  in  travellers  every 
branch  of  uieful  knowledge  were  united  ; but 
each  is  generally  diredted  in  his  ftudles  by  a- 
tafte  lb  predominant  as  almoft  to  exclude  every 
other  ; and,  as  a naturalift,  I had  abandoned 
myfelf  entirely  to  the  animal  kingdom.  Every 
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tiling,  however,  had  fliewn  me,  without  being 
A chemlft,  the  fame  immenfe  quanti  y of  conir 
mon  fait  here  which  HalTelquift  obferved  hi 
F.gypt;  and  I thought  even  that  1 began  to 
find  alfo  natron. 

In  advancing  from  the  Cape,  I had  condantly 
remarked,  that  the  water,  which  at  f rfi;  was  a 
little  brackifh,  became  more  and  more  impreg- 
nated with  fait  as  I approached  towards  the 
equator.  Nothing  was  fo  uncommon  as  iva- 
ter  perfe^lly  Iweet  j for  even  the  torrents  were 
conliderably  fakUh.  Scarcely  had  a pool  been 
heated  by  the  fun,  v.’hen  I faw  formed  upon  It 
a cruft  of  hard  cryftaliized  fait.  Every  thing 
was  fait,  the  plants  not  excepted  ; and  accord- 
ing as  the  ftruQure  of  their  fibres  was  more 
or  lefs  favourable  to  the  infiltration  of  fait, 
each  of  tliem  was  more  or  lefs  acrid. 

Among  the  falfuginous  plants  of  Egypt, 
Elaflelquift  reckons  fait- wort,  and  particu- 
larly feveral  kinds  of  chenopodium*  and  me-  ' 
fembryanthemum  "j' ; and  theie  vegetables  arc 
Indigenous  alto  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa, 

* Goefe-foot.  t Fig-marygold. 
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and  very  abundant,  efpeclally  in  the  country 
of  the  Kabobiquas. 

In  fine,  wq  are  informed  by  all  travellers, 
that  the  Egyptians,  notwithftanding  the  falu-' 
brity  of  their  climate,  are  fubjed  to  bllndnefs  ; 
a melancholy  infirmity,  which  muft  be  prin- 
cipally afcribed  to  the  faline  duft  which  is  fo 
frequently  driven  into  their  eyes  by  the  wind  : 
and  there  were  alfo.many  blind  perfons  in  the 
countries  of  which  I fpeak.  I faw  none  any 
where  elfe  ; v/hereas  all  the  inhabitants  here 
were  more  or  lefs  affected  with  a diforder  of 
the  eyes. 

This  ftrlking  refemblance  between  two  coun- 
tries, fcparated  by  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
. torrid  zone,  could  not  fail  to  excite  my  curio- 
lity.  I conjedured  that  the  duft  with  which 
I faw  the  plain  covered  was  natron ; I ima- 
gined that  I fhould  find  ftill  more  as  I advan- 
ced farther  into  the  country ; and  the  foil 
without  vegetation,  of  which  the  Sandal-bearers 
had  fpoken,  ftrcngthened  this  conjecture,  and 
added  one  motive  more  to  thofe  I already  felt 
for  carrying  my  intended  projeCt  into  execution. 

The  oppofition  made  to  it  by  my  people 
- . prefented 


AFRICA. 


127 

prefented  nothing  to  my  view  capable  of  fuf- 
pending  it,  Accuftomed  to  their  petty  infur- 
rediions,  I was  no  way  intimidated ; and  I 
laughed  equally  at  the  objedtions  and  farly  dif- 
content  of  fome,  as  at  the  cowardice  and  dole- 
ful lamentations  of  others. 

For  the  moment,  I confidered  my  Hottentots 
only  as  children,  who  whine  and  cry  when  they 
are  feparated  from  their  nurfe.  Since  it  had 
become  a part  of  my  plan  to  be  accompanied 
and  announced  by  the  favages  of  one  horde 
to  thofe  of  another,  they  were  the  part  of  my 
pompany  with  which  I could  beft  difpenfe. 
This  plan  was  indeed  fo  eafy  and  fo  econo-- 
mical,  and  my  Cape  Hottentots  were  now  fo 
ufelefs  and  even  fo  burdenfome,  that  I per- 
haps fliould  have  congratulated  myfelf  upon 
being  rid  of  them. 

Befides,  the  manner  in  which  I now  travel- 
led required  neither  fo  many  people  nor  the 
fame  preparation.  Fhad  commenced  my  jour- 
ney with  waggons:  a method  that' was  attend- 
ed with  numberlefs  inconveniencies. 

Independently  of  accidents  and  delays,  which 
they  too  often  occalioned,  and  of  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  repairing  them  in  cafe  they  Ihoiild 
5 break. 
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break,  a confiderable  and  fiiperfiaoiis  expence 
was  necefiary  to  fupport  them  and  to  keep 
them  in  motion.  They  required  a provifion 
of  tools  and  of  iron  ; a great  number  of  men 
to  conducl:  them  and  to  look  after  the  cattle ; 
and,  above  all,  double  relays — an  objcdt  attend- 
ed with  much  coft,  and  extremely  difficult  to 
be  procured  ; becaufe,  at  a certain  di dance  from 
the  colonies,  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  cattle  ready 
trained  for  the  draught.  I have  already  men- 
tioned with  how  much  trouble  and  difficulty 
1 was  able  to  procure,  among  the  fnowy 
mountains  of  Camis,  a few  wretched  oxen, 
which  I foon  faw  periffi  on  the  road  without 
being  of  any  ufe  to  me. 

VvTen  1 left  my  camp  on  the  banks  of 
Orange- River,  I had  been  particularly  an- 
xious to  be  aflurcd  whether  it  would  be  pof- 
lible  for  my  carriages  to  follow  me  in  my  fu- 
ture courfe.  1 alfo  propofed  to  myfelf  to 
Ibund,  in  feme  meafure,  different  favage  na- 
tions, to  try  their  charader,  and  endeavour  to 
learn  how  far  I could  truft  myfelf  to  them, 
and  rely  on  their  affidancc.  The  knowledge 
of  thefe  two  points  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 

enable  me  to  continue  my  journey;  without 
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it  1 could  hope  for  tio  fuccefs  ; and  I fhould 
perhaps  have  been  flopped  at  the  very  firft 
flep. 

My  fecohd  trial  had  anfwered  to  my  wiflies; 
Wherever  I went,  I found  friends,  and  met 
with  trufly  men,  who  conduced  liie  from  one 
horde  to  another,  and  whofe  fervice  and  aid  I 
purchafed  for  mere  trifles.  Free  ^s  the  air,  I 
depended  on  no  one.  The  people  thus  ac- 
quired, oppofed  to  my  will  neither  difficulties; 
delay,  nor  refufal ; and  every  thing  feemed  to 
announce  to  me  that  I might  traveirfe  iill 
Africa. 

t 

With  regard  to  my  waggons,  it  was  in  vairi 
to  think  of  them.  In  proportion  as  you  ad- 
vance from  the  colonies  towards  the  tropic, 
the  country  becomes  more  and  more  rugged 
and  uneven.  Nothing  is  feen  on  all  fides  but 
mountains  and  rocks,  the  defiles  of  which  are 
for  the  moft  part  as  fleep  as  precipices,  and 
confequently  impalTable  for  wheel-carriages. 

I faw  myfelf  reduced,  therefore,  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  travelling  with  oxen  of  burden — a 
method  much  lefs  embarraffing  and  infinitely 
more  economical;  fince,  by  requiring,  fewer  cat« 
tie,  I had  no  need  to  carry  with  me  ufelefs  re- 
' VoL.  III.  K lays? 
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lays  ; and  at  the  fame  time  I was  certain  of 
every  where  finding  fuch  as  I had  occafion 
for. 

In  confequence  of  my  plan  to  vifit  the 
Houz  ouanas^  I had  ftill  a third  trial  to  make. 
As  none  of  the  Sandal -bearers  would  ferve  me 
as  guides,  the  means  in  which  I confided,  and 
which  had  hitherto  fuceeeded,  of  keeping  up  a 
communication  from  one  horde  to  another 
fuddenly  failed  me.  Their  refufal  interrupted 
the  chain  ' of  my  correfpondence  ; and  I was 
obliged., to  devife  fome  method  of  fupplying 
this  w^ant,  and  of  re-eftablifliing  it  myfelf.  If 
I fhould  be  able  to  make  my  way  without 
them  to  the  people  w'hom  they  liad  painted 
to.  me  in  colours  fo  black,  and  if  I fliould 
fucceed  in  conciliating  their  friendfliip,  I had 
nothing  more  to  fear : there  was  no  nation 
with  which  I might  not  hope  to  become  ac- 
quainted ; and  the  end  and  objed  of  my 
journey  would  thus  be  previoufiy  enfured. 

My  excurfion  to  the  Houzouanas,  however, 
could  be  only  of  fliort  duration;  and  it  was  even 
become  irnpoffible  forme  toproceed  beyond  that 
nation.  As  I had  propofed  to  quit  my  camp  at 
Orange-River  but  for  a few  months,  I had  taken 
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With  me  a fmall  quantity  only  of  merchandife, 
which  was  much  leflened  by  circumftances, 
^.nd  almoft  entirely  exhaufted.  And  what 
hope  could  I have  of  gaining  friends  when  I 
had  no  longer  prefents  to  make  them  ? 

I know  that  the  difpofition  of  the  favage  is 
naturally  good  ; that  is  to  fay,  he  will  do  in- 
jury to  no  individual,  if  that  individual  does 
no  injury  to  him : and  perhaps  even  gratuitous 
iervices  may  be  obtained  from  him,  for  in- 
tereft  is  by  no  means  his  ruling  paffion.  If 
he  defire  with  avidity  the  objedls  that  are 
fhewn  him,  it  is  rather  through  childilh  curio- 
fity  than  any  real  want.  Neverthelefs,  we 
muft  not  expedt  to  receive  every  kind  of 
afliftance,  unlefs  we  hold  out  to  him  the  at- 
tradion  of  reward. 

Another  reafon  which  urged  me  to  haften 
my  return  to  Orange-River,  was  the  Rate  in 
which  I had  left  my  camp.  My  giraffe,  ex-  ' 
pofed  upon  Rakes,  might  fpoil ; my  collec- 
tions, the  fruit  of  eleven  months  labour,  ran  > 
the  fame  rifk  ; and  I had  to  expe<R  from 
Svvanepoel  more  good-will  than  real  care.  By 
committing  to  his  charge  the  general  infpec- 
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tion  of  my  caravan,  1 had  afligned  to  him  an 
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employment  which,  fuitcd  to  his  age,  required 
but  little  fatigue.  He  was  accuftomed  to  this 
inactive  kind  of  life ; for,  when  he  had  fwepc 
•my  tent,  and  made  my  coffee  or  my  tea,  he 
conceived  himfelf  to  have  difcharged  the  du- 
ties of  the  whole  day. 

In  fuch  a charader,  I had  little  reafon 
to  exped  that  adivity  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  keep  my  camp  in  order  during 
my  long  abfence.  Befides,  who  could  infure 
the  life  of  an  old  man ! And,  even  if  he  fhould 
only  be  fick,  what  caufe  Ihould  I have  for* 
alarm  refpeding  the  fruits  of  fo  much 'labour  ! 

In,  the  midft  of  this  perplexity,  and  thefe 
wavering  determinations,  occafioned  by  the 
uncertainty  of  the  means  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  I refolved  to  confult  my  faithful 
Klaas.  When  under  enibarrafling  circum- 
ftances,  this  worthy  Hottentot  was  generally 
my  counfellor ; and  I always  found  that  he 
polfelTed  a lhare  of  good  fenfe  equal  to  his  at- 
‘ tachment  and  courage.  I,  therefore,  commu- 
nicated to  him  my  refledions,  my  new  plans, 
and  told  him  the  difRculties  as  well  as  the 
hopes  with  which  I forefaw  they  would  be  at- 
tended* 
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He  llftened  with  great  attention  ; and  then, 
ftriking  his  hand  againft  mine,  faid,  that  he 
agreed  with  me  refpe(5ting  my  new  arrange- 
ment, and  particularly  mydefign  of  travelling  in 
future  with  oxen  of  burden  only.  “ With  re- 
“ gard,”  added  he,  “ to  your  defire  of  paying  a 
“ vifitto  the  Houzouanas,  I have  no  occafion  to 
“ aflure  you  I am  ready  this  inftant  to  depart. 
“ You  know  that,  wherever  you  may  choofe 
“ to  go,  Klaas  will  follow  you  faithfully  and 
with  pleafure  ; but  if  you  think  it  necelTary, 
‘‘  as  I do,  to  have  a few  trufty  perfons  along 
“ with  us,  I can  anfwer  for  five  of  my  com- 
“ rades,  upon  whom  you  may  rely,  even  to 
“ death,  as  firmly  as  you  may  upon  me.” 

''I'his  proteftation  of  attachment  from  a man 
of  approved  zeal,  and  the  aflurance  he  gave 
me  of  the  courage  and  refolution  of  his  com- 
rades, afforded  me  fo  much  fatisfadion,  that, 
inthe  firft  tranfports  of  my  joy,  I was  almoft 
tempted  to  difmifs  all  thofe  who  were  of  no 
ufe  to  me,  and  to  fet  out  that  very  moment. 
A return  of  refledion,  however,  checked  me  ; 
I faw  that  the  delay  of  half  a day  would  be 
of  advantage  to  make  preparation.  I confe- 
quently  put  off  my  departure  till  the  next 
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morning ; and,  giving  orders  to  the  five  men 
recommended  by  Klaas  to  hold  themfelves  in 
readinefs  to  ftart  early,  I declared  to  the  reft 
that  I would  leave  them  mailers  of  their  con- 
dud  ; but  that  I was  ready,  neverthelefs,  to 
admit  into  my  company  fuch  as  might  have 

% 

the  courage  to  follow  me. 

My  new  plan  was  to  vifit  the  Houzouanas, 
and  to  return  to  my  camp  at  Orange-River, 
not  by  the  route  I had  purfued  in  coming  hi- 
ther, but  by  any  other  which  might  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
new  hordes.  When  I arrived  at  the  camp,  I 
intended  to  refume  ray  waggons,  to  proceed 
by  a different  road  to  the  Cape,  where  I meant 
to  leave  them,  and  to  begin,  at  a better  chofen 
period  and  only  with  oxen  of  burden,  a third 
journey,  in  which  I expeded  more  fuccefs 
than  in  my  fecond  ; and  which  I was  defirous 
of  undertaking  through  the  countries  fituated 
on  the  eaft  of  the  Camis. 

To  execute  this  plan,  I forefaw  that  I Ihould 
have  occafion  for  the  fervices  of  the  Houzou- 
anas ; and  on  that  account  I was  anxious  to 
put  them  to  the  tell,  and  endeavour  to  fecure 
their  friendllfip.  Befides,  my  new  mode  of 
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travelling,  lighter  as  well  as  more  commodi- 
ous, and  at  the  fame  time  lefs  tedious,  Teemed 
likely  to  furnifh  me  with  more  abundant  re- 
fources,  and  to  facilitate  difcoveries,  with  the 
hopes  of  which  my  imagination  was  already 
enchanted. 

At  break  of  day,  my  whole  caravan  was  in 
readinefs  to  depart.  During  the  night,  the 
Greater  Nimiquas  held  a council  together,  and, 
as  I forefaw,  refolved  to  accompany  me,  not 
through  courage  or  attachment,  but  from  mere 
cowardice,  and  a dread  of  being  attacked  by 
the  Bolhmen,  if  they  attempted  to  return 
without  an  efcort. 

My  Hottentots,  who  thought  themfelves 
muchfuperlorto  theGreaterNimiquas,and  who 
were  alhamedto  appear  lefs  courageous, affedted 
to  fhew  ftill  more  ardour ; and  their  example 
induced  the  reft  of  the  company  to  imitate 
tliem.  My  Koraquas,  Kaminouqiias,  Lefter 
Nimiquas,  and  the  people  of  Bafter’s  horde, 
all  vied  with  each  other  in  eagernefs  to  be  of 
the  party,  and  each  ftrove  who  Ihould  fhew 
the  greateft  impatience  to  depart.  The  San- 
dal-bearers, whofe  accounts  had  excited  fo 
pauch  terror,  were  now  objedts  of  laughter: 
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Jthey  became  the  fubjedl  of  univerfal  ridicule  ]| 
and  it  was  faid,  that  they  had  refufed  to  ac- 
company me,  becaufe  they  were  afraid  to  wet 
or  fpoil  their  fandals. 

Before  I thought  of  departing,  I took  caro 
to  get  from  them  fuch  information  as  they  were 
able  to  give  me  refpeding  the  route  I ought 
to  purfue.  They  told  me  that,  after  march- 
ing a day  or  two  towards  the  north,  I fliould 
find  a vaft  plain  terminated  on  the  eaft  by  a 
chain  of  mountains  ; that  I muft  crofs  this 
plain ; and  that  among  the  rocks  of  the  moun- 
tains I fhould  find  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Houzouanas  of  whom  they  had  fpoken. 

Agreeably  to  thefe  inftrudions  I proceeded 

towards  the  eaft ; and  we  halted  about  noon  on 

the  borders  of  a fait  lake,  in  which  we  found 

a cryftallized  fheet  of  fait.  It  had  probably 

been  formed  and  had  floated  at  the  furface ; 

but  the  ftorm,  a few  days  before,  had  carried 

\ 

thither  fo  much  rain,  that  it  was  now  depreffed, 
.^nd  fituated  between  the  two  waters. 

' While  my  people  were  fitting  on  the  bank 
of  this  lake,  getting  ready  for  dinner,  they  ob- 
fcrved  four  men,  at  a diftance,  crofling  the 
plain.  At  this  fight  they  were  almoft  petrified, 

with 


AFRICA. 


^37 

svlth  terror ; they  cried  out  immediately  timt 
they  were  Houzouanas;  and,  though  they 
were  themfelves  ten  or  twelve  to  one,  they 
were  already  afraid  of  being  attacked.  The 
courage  difplayed  in  the  morning  vanifhed  In 
an  inftant ; the  whole  company  fuddenly  loft 
their  appetite ; and  I know  not  what  might 
have  been  the  confequence  of  this  general 
alarm,  had  not  Klaas  haftened  as  expeditioufly 
as  poflible  to  inform  me  of  what  was  pafling. 

Having  applied  my  perfpedive  glafs  to  my 
eye,  to  examine  the  four  ftrangers,  I perceived  • 
them  to  be  men  apparently  of  an 'extraordinary 
fize ; whereas  the  Houzouanas,  according  to 
the  account  which  I had  heard,  were  little 
better  than  pigmies,  not  exceeding  at  moft 
four  feet  and  a half  in  height.  I fired  fome 
fhots,  in  order  that  they  might  obferve  us — 
which  they  foon  did ; but  the  reports  alarmed 
them,  and  they  difappeared  in  an  inftant. 

Among  the  inconveniencies  of  this  journey, 
there  was  one  refpefUng  which  the  Sandal- 
bearers  had  given  me  no  intimation.  The 
ground  over  which  we  were  obliged  to  travel 
was  hollow  and  fwelled  up ; fo  that,  like  a 
piece  of  paftry  expofed  to  too  violent  a heat, 
' ‘ it 
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it  formed  a cruft  feparated  from  the  foil,  and 
might  not  only  have  concealed  innumerable  fa- 
milies of  little  animals,  but  would  have  allowed 
them  to  proceed  feveral  leagues,  ih  all  di- 
re(ftions,  between  the  two  ftrata. 

The  greater  part  of  my  oxen,  and  thofe 
particularly  that  were  heavily  loaded,  funk  half 
a foot  deep  at  every  ftep ; and  thefe  continual 
falls  tormented  and  rendered  them  almoft  fu- 
rious.  We  ourfelves  were  not  exempted  from 
the  fame  accidents.  In  a moment  when  we 
leaft  expe(fted  it,  the  ground  would  give  way 
under  us ; and  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
licw  much  we  muft  be  fatigued  and  put  out  of 
patience  by  fo  incommodious  a march. 

To  this  another  inconvenience,  Hill  more 
infupportable  and  difcouraging,  was  added.  I 
mean  that  of  the  faline  cryftallization,  which, 
4S  it  lay  every  where  difperfed,  and  was  ftruck 
upon  by  the  fervid  rays  of  the  fun,  fcorched 
us  by  its  burning  reverberation,  at  the  fame 
time  that  its  reflection  dazzled  us.  The  light 
. duft  by  which  it  was  covered,  and  which 
formed  a part  of  it,  was  raifed  around  us  by 
the  fmalleft  breath  of  wftnd : we  ourfelves 
alfo,  by  the  motion  neceflary  in  walking,  ex- 
cited 
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cited  thick  clouds  of  it,  which  flew  into  our 
faces,  and  inflamed  our  eyes ; and,  as  we  were 
obliged  to  infpire  it  in  breathing,  our  noftrils 
became  ulcerated 'by  it..  Millions  of  gnats 
could  not  have  been  more  intolerable.  Our 
lips  even  were  attacked  by  it,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  blood  ftarted  from  them 
when  we  made  the  leaft  effort  to  fpeak ; fo 
that  to  pronounce  a fentence  was  next  to 
torture.  , , 

To  efcape  this  fcourge,  I made  preparations 
after  dinner  for  refuming  my  journey ; but  a 
ftorm  that  came  on  fufpended  our  march,  and 
obliged  us  to  pafs  the  night  near  the  lake. 

This  difappointment,  however,  was  attended 
with  fome  benefit  to  my  people.  “ Neceflity,” 
fays  a French  poet,  “ is  the  mother  of  inven- 
“ ticn.”  In  the  journey  of  the  morning,  they 
had  fuffered  extremely  from  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  To  fccure  themfelves  from  it  in  future, 
they  converted  all  the  dried  fheep  and  antelopes* 
fl^ins  which  they  had  in  their  ppfleflion  into 
round  hats  j which,  being  drawn  down  over 
the  ears,  and  tied  with  thongs  under  the  chin, 
^ave  them  a ridiculous  kind  of  refemblance  to 
the  Alfacians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Straf- 
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burgh,  when  they  go  into  the  fields  to  weed 
their  pulfe  and  their  tobacco. 

The  acute  pains  which  I experienced  in  my 
eyes  and  throat,  and  the  dread  of  experiencing 
others  ftill  more  dangerous,  induced  me  alfo 
to  ufe  feme  precautions.  It  was  not,  like  my 
people,  to  fhelter  my  head  ; for  my  hat,  flap- 
ped and  clofely  Ituck  round  with  oftrich  fea- 
thers, was  in  that  refpedf  a fufficient  defence ; 
but  I wiflied  to  make  a fereen  to  preferve  my 
eyes  from  the  dazzling  reverberation  of  the  fun, 
and  that  might  ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  keep 
off  thofe  clouds  of  cauftic  dull  by  which  my 
face  was  ulcerated. 

With  this  view,  I formed  of  wire  the  fkele- 
ton  of  a fmall  umbrella,  which  I covered  with 
a handkerchief,  and  which,  being  fufiiciently 
light  that  it  could  in  no  manner  fatigue  me, 
became  exceedingly  ufeful.  My  people  thought 
it  fo  commodious,  that  they  all  wifhed  to  imi- 
tate it ; and,  changing  the  form  of  the  fkins 
which  they  had  placed  upon  their  head?,  they 
* transformed  them  into  umbrellas.  Thefe  ar- 
ticles were  awkwardly  made,  I allow;  but 
they  had  their  advantage,  and  were  a great 
refource  to  us  on  our  journey, 
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Some  of  my  people,  however,  fell  upon  art 
invention  ftill  more  ridiculous.  They  affixed 
to  fome  poles  the  large  fkin  of  a buffalo,  and 
carried  it  above  their  heads  in  the  form  of  a 
canopy. 

The  women  alone  fupported  with  courage 
the  extreme  fatigue  of  fo  extraordinary  a jour- 
ney. Nothing  could  difcorapofe  their  good 
humour.  Being  of  a cheerful  difpofition,  and 
always  fportful,  they  indulged  in  pleafantry  at 
the  expence  of  the  men  and  their  ridiculous 
appearance.  For  me,  I was  on  foot  like  die 
women,  and  braved  every  fatigue ; both  that 
I might  fpare  my  horfes,  and  not  hazard  my 
life  upon  animals  which,  frequently  flumbling 
and  falling  on  their  knees,  would  iiu^liibly 
have  broken  my  neck.  Under  the  prefent  cir* 
cumftances,  the  indefatigable  courage  of  the 
women  was  an  invaluable  advantage.  By 
exciting  their  fhame,  they  aded  as  a fpur 
on  the  indolence  and  backwardnefs  of  the  men, 
who,  ignorant  of  the  particular  motives  of  my 
journey,  confidered  it  only  as  the  efieds  of  ex- 
travagant temerity.  » 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  W'e  experienced, 

notwithftanding  our  precautions  and  our  um- 
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brellas,  an  Increafe  of  our  fufferings.  Owing 
cither  to  the  adion  of  the  cxceflive  heat,  or  to 
the  effed  of  the  climate  or  the  faline  dull, 
we  were  feized  with  frequent  bleedings  at 
the  nofe  and  intolerable  pains  in  the  head, 

A fever,  which  feemed  to  accompany  thefe 
fymptoms,  brought  on,  what  my  Hottentots 
had  never  experienced,  and  w^hat  I alfo  felt  for 
the  firft  time,  a confufion  of  fight  and  giddi- 
nefs,  or  rather  a real  delirium.  We  thought 
we  faw  before  us  waggons,  towns  or  kraals, 

I '* 

numerous  flocks,  and,  in  (hort,  a thoufand 
different  objeds,  which  changed  their  form 
and  produced  others,  in  proportion  as  we  ad- 
vanced. 

A remarkable  circumftance,  which  filled 
us  with  alarm,  and  made  us  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  our  fituation,  was,  that  none  of 
us  faw  the  fame  thing  ; and  that  what  to  one 
was  a mountain  was  a river  to  another.  Soon, 
however,  we  learned  to  miftruft  thefe  fan- 
taflical  vifions ; and,  being  affured  by  expe- 
rience that  they  were  only  imaginary,  we  no 
longer  believed  in  their  reality. 

The  effed,  indeed,  was  not  unremItted.  At 
feme  moments  it  entirely  ceafed,  and  permitted 
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our  eyes  to  fee  objects  as  they  really  exifted. 
At  others,  on  the  contrary,  our  vifual  faculty 
was  fuddenly  annihilated,  we  experienced  a 
temporary  lofs  of  fight,  and  for  fome  minutes 
remained  as  it  were  blind. 

All  thefe  contradictory  effeds,  which  de- 
ftroyed  each  other,  were  by  my  people  afcribed 
to  forcery.  For  my  part,  I confidered  them 
as  occafioned  principally  by  the  adion  of  the 
fun ; for,  though  it  was  upwards  offeven  wrecks 
fmce  it  had  quitted  the  tropic,  and  confe- 
quently,  in  advancing  tow^ards  the  equator,  it 
darted  upon  us  only  oblique  rays,  it  had  never- 
thelefs  fo  heated  the  earth,  and  the  atmofpherc 
was  fo  fcorching,  that  the  thermometer  re- 
mained conftantly  above  ioo». 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe  of  our 
fufferings,  it  had  an  influence  on  my  conftitu- 
tion.  Since  that  period  1 have  been  fubjed  to 
hemorrhages  and  head-achs,  to  which  I was 
before  a flranger,  and  with  which,  perhaps,  I 
Ihall  be  occafionally  attacked  during  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life. 

1 have  as  yet  faid  nothing  of  the  torment- 
Ing  third:  to  which  we  were  condemned  dur- 
ing the  whole  journey.  We,  indeed,  found 
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every  where  abundance  of  water,  left  by  thd 
ftorm  the  preceding  evening  ; but  the  earth 
which  it  had  waihed  away  in  its  courle  made  it 
fo  fait  that  it  was  impoflible  to  drink  it.  My  cat- 
tle, however,  accuftomed  to  brackifh  fprings, 
did  not  reje<ff  it : which  was  a fortunate  cir- 
cumftance.  For  my  part,  I would  rather  have 
fwallowed  fo  much  brine.  However,  to  our 
extreme  joy,  we  found  here  and  there  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks  fome  fmall  pools  formed 
by  the  rain,  the  water  of  which  was  drink- 
able. 

On  the  third  day,  I at  length  dihinguilhed 
the  plain  and  the  mountains  which  had  been 
deferibed  to  me  by  the  Sandal-bearers*  When 
I make  ufe  of  the  word  plain,  the  reader  muft 
not  affix  to  it  the  ftridf  meaning  which  it  has 
in  the  French  language.  In  Africa,  this  name 
is  given  to  certain  fpaces  which,  furrounded 
by  high  mountains,  prefent  only  rocks  and 
hills  of  much  lefs  fize,  by  which  they  are  in- 
terfered. 

We  advanced  into  this  pretended  plain,  hav- 
ing in  front  the  mountains  faid  to  be  the  re- 
treat of  the  Flouzouanas.  They  were  only 
about  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant,  and  appeared 
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to  me  to  extend  from  fouth  to  north  farther 
than  the  eye  could  reach.  I was  unwilling, 
however,  to  entangle  myfelf  among  them  at 
hazard. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  difpatch  fome  of  my  Hottentots  before,  ac- 
cording to  my  ufual  cuftom,  to  announce  my 
approach,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
Houzouanas  for  my  arrival.  Had  I made  fuch 
a propofal  to  any  of  them,  they  would  have 
formally  refufed  me.  I w’as  loth  even  to  put 
the  attachment  of  Klaas  to  fo  great  a trial, 
whatever  readinefs  he  had  hitherto  (hewn  to 
obey  me.  In  this  embarraffment  I could  de- 
pend only  on  myfelf,  and  wait  the  circum- 
flances  that  might  arife  to  determine  my  con- 
du61:. 

I halted,  therefore,  and  ordered  my  encamp- 
ment to  be  formed,  in  hopes  that  I fhould  dif- 
cover,  during  the  night,  the  fires  lighted  by 
the  Flouzouanas  in  their  mountains.  Thefe 
fignals,  I concluded,  would  point  out  to  me 
the  fpots  which  they  inhabited,  and,  by  di- 
reding  my  route,  prevent  me  from  lofing  my 
way.  It  was,  hoWevef,  necelTary  that  I fhould 
not  be  difeovered  by  them,  and'  that  confe- 
VoL.  III.  L quently 
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quently  no  fires  fliould  be  kindled  in  n\j 
camp. 

But  this  meafure  was  become  impradicable. 
On  my  arrival  I had  leen  confiderable  herds  of 
zebras.  I had  leen  alfo  other  herds,  fiill  more 
numerous,  of  the  fpecies  of  gnou,  already  men- 
tioned ; and  I knew  that  fuch  a number  of  wild 
quadrupeds  niult  neceflarily  attract  beafts  of 
prey.  How  then  could  I run  the  rilk  of  pafT- 
ing  a night  without  fires  in  a ftrange  country, 
and  in  all  probability  infefied  by  lions  and 
tigers  ? 

Abandoning,  therefore,  my  firft  defign,  I 

began  to  examine  the  neighbourhood,  making 

fome  of  my  people  alfo  patrole  around,  in  order 

to  be  alfured  that  there  were  no  enemies  near 
/ 

us.  I then,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  gave  orders 
that  feveral  large  fires  fliould  be  kindled,  and 
that  they  fliould  be  multiplied  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  difpofing  them,  however,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner that  they  might  enable  us  to  diftinguifh, 
at  a diftance,  if  any  thing  dangerous  fliould  ap- 
pear, 

. To  overawe  the  Houzouanas,  in  cafe  a.nf 
of  them  fliould  accidentally  perceive  us,  I or- 
(lered  a general  difcharge  of  mufquetry  ; and  I 
took 
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took  care  from  time  to  time  to  fire  feveral  fliots 
during  the  night. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  I obferved  at  a 
diftance  towards  the  fouth  a very  large  fire, 
which,  by  its  extent,  appeared  to  be  a confla- 
gration of  dry  grafs  on  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  much  nearer  before  us,  to  the  weft, 
three  others,  which  I fuppofed  to  be  fig- 
nals.  The  latter  feemed  to  announce  that  I 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a horde,  either 
of  the  Houzouanas  or  of  fome  other  nation 
and  I confequently  refolved,  as  foon  as  day 
fhould  appear,  to  advance  towards  the  moun- 
tains. 

When  about  to  depart,  I found  myfelf  once 
more  retarded  by  the  timidity  of  my  people, 
who,  being  again  feized  with  their  former  ter- 
ror, were  afraid  to  penetrate  farther.  AVhen 
we  quitted  the  horde  of  the  Sandal-bearers,  the 
danger  had  appeared  only  at  a diftance,  in 
perfpedive,  and  they  had  braved  it ; but  now, 
when  they  beheld  it  near  and  magnified  by 
imagination,  it  entirely  damped  their  courage. 

My  patroles,  my  fires,  and  thofe  precau- 
tions for  our  fafety  which  I had  thought  pro- 
per to  employ  during  the  night,  had  ferved 
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only  to  augment  their  terror.  They  be4- 
gan  to  apprehend,  that  I wilhed  to  advanqc 
even  beyond  the  country  of  the  Houzouanas. 
They  accufed  Klaas  of  having  deceived  the 
whole  company,  by  making  them  believe  that 
my  intention  was  to  return*  to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River,  after  I had  vifited  that  nation, 
while  all  my  preparations  fecmed  to  announce 
plans  perfed-ly  the  reverfe  ; and  this  reafon- 
ing  w^as  not  deftitute  of  probability,  as  I had 
hitherto  faid  nothing  refpeding  the  proxi-  ' 
mity  of  my  return. 

Such  was  the  dill  increafing  emharraffment 
of  my  fituation.  The  great  number  of  perfons 
who  w^ere  in  my  fuite,  their  lazinefs,  their 
.puftllanimity,  and  their  want  of  fubordination, 
.w^ere  continually  raifing  up  obflacles,  which 
flopped  my  progrefs,  and  thw^arted  my  de- 
- figns.  Several  times  had  I already  formed  a 
refolution  to'  difembarrafs  myfelf  from  them, 
and  to  continue  my  journey  with  Klaas  only, 
and  the  four  men  for  whofe  hdelity  he  had 
pledged  himfelf;  and  I again  found  myfelf 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  adopting  it. 

Before  I proceeded,  however,  to  this  extre- 
mity, I was  defirous  to  affure  them  myfelf  of  my 
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fpeedy  return,  and  thus  to  difcharge  the  pro- 
mife  made  them  by  Klaas.  I declared  then 
that,  after  having  vifited  the  Houzouanas  and 
travcrfed  their  mountains,  I would  proceed 
back  by  the  fouth-weft,  which  I pointed  out 
to  them,  either  to  the  fea  or  the  mouth  of 
Filh-River ; and  that  then,  advancing  up  its 
courfe  till  we  found  a ford  at  which  to  crofs 
it,  I would  repair  to  my  camp  at  Orange- 
River. 

Such  a plan  was  calculated  to  excite  alarm, 
by  the  long  winding  circuit  which  it  announ- 
ced. But  it  calmed  the  fimple  perfonages  I 
had  to  deal  with,  who  had  no  idea  of  its  ex- 
tent, and  who,  accuftomed  to  fee  the  fun  rife 
and  fet  every  day  without  refledting  on  his 
progrefs,  and  without  thinking  of  to-morrow, , 
knew  nothing  of  this  weftern  route,  and  faw 
in  it  only  the  means  of  returning. 

My  words,  indeed,  were  not  able  to  roufe 
their  depreffed  courage  ; but  they  brought 
back  to  their  hearts  the  illufion  of  hope:  and 
it  was  my  bufinefs  to  take  advantage  of  their 
difpofition  to  accompliiB  my  view^s.  When 
I gave  the  fignal  for  our  departure,  every 
thing  was  in  motion  in  my  camp  as  ufual ; 
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but  no  one  fhewed  that  ardour  of  obedience 
which  half  enfures  fuccefs.  My  people  fol- 
lowed me,  it  is  true,  and  this  is  all  I can  fay ; 
but  I forefaw,  from  the  flownefs  of  their  mo- 
tions, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prolong  the 
delufion  I had  created. 

I had  no  hopes  of  meeting  with  good  water, 
till  I ffiould  reach  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tains ; but  my  people,  in  their  terror,  wan- 
dered fo  often  from  our  route,  in  order  to  gain 
time  and  retard  the  moment  of  our  arrival, 
that  they  happened  to  find  fome.  I was  obli- 
ged, therefore,  to  halt  and  encamp  near  it, 
though  we  had  travelled  as  yet  only  four  leagues. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  the  fame 
fires  as  we  had  fecn  the  evening  before ; and 
at  break  of  day  I refolved  to  go  out  myfelf  on 
difcovery,  carrying  with  me  a few  prefents. 

On  this  occafion  1 did  not  take  even  Klaas 
along  with  me : he  was  become  too  neceffiary 
in  my  camp  ; and  I left  him  behind  me  that, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  he  might  keep  together  and 
encourage  my  people  : but  I was  accompanied 
by  four  men  who  voluntarily  offered  their  fer- 
vices,  and  who,  like  myfelf,  were  completely 
armed. 
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At  firfl  I diredled  my  courfe,  as  much  as  the 
ravines  and  defiles  would  permit,  towards  the 
place  where  we  had  obferved  the  fires.  Having 
arrived  with  great  caution  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  I found  it  neceflary  to  afcend  in  a 
northern  diredlion,  as  I perceived  that  the 
windings  had  made  us  defcend  too  low. 

The  fpace  traverfed  by  thefe  circuitous 
marches  prefented  only  to  my  view,  rocks 
piled  one  upon  another,  and  crowned  with 
peaks  ftill  more  elevated.  The  afped  of  them 
was  truly  hideous  ; and,  but  for  fome  mifer- 
able  and  ftunted  fhrubs  which  here  and  there 
difplayed  their  melancholy  vegetation,  I fhould 
have  beheld  nothing  but  the  dreary  picture  of 
dead  and  inanimate  nature.  The  horror  of 
this  defert  was  ftill  increafed  by  the  filence 
which  prevailed  around.  We  heard  only  at 
certain  diftances  the  fhrill  cry  of  fome  dama- 
antelopes,  and  the  difcordant  noife  of  birds  of 
prey,  with  which  the  ear  was  equally  dif- 
trefted. 

I was  apprehenfive,  left  the  miftake  which 
had  led  us  aftray  fhould  expofe  us  to  fome  dif- 
agreeable  adventure : by  the  happieft  chance, 
however,  it  led  to  the  difcovery  of  what 

L 4 with 


TRAVELS  TN 


152 

with  fo  much  eagernefs  and  uncertainty  I was 
fearchlng  for. 

In  traverfmg  the  defiles,  we  perceived  the 
frefh  traces  of  human  feet.  They  conducted 
us  towards  fome  rocks,  which  we  clambered 
up  ; and  we  found  there  warm  allies  and  a few 
remains  of  coals  ftill  burning.  It  was  evi- 
dent, that  fires  had  been  kindled  there  during 
the  night ; and  the  vefliges  ftill  lubfnting  an- 
nounced to  us, 'that  the  country  was  inhabited; 
and  that  the  objedls  of  our  purfuit  could  be  at 
po  great  diftance. 

Notwdthftanding  ail  the  precautions  we  had 
hitherto  taken,  this  difcovery  induced  us  to 
•double  our  attention.  In  ftiort,  after  march- 
ing fome  time,  we  arrived  at  a rivulet  which 
iffued  from  the  entrance  of  a narrow  defile. 
On  its  banks  fome  cows  w^ere  feeding  ; and 
at  the  diftance  of  four  hundred  paces  farther 
towards  the  defile,  ftood  a certain  num- 
ber of  huts,  the  habitations  of  the  Houzoua- 
nas. 

’At  the  moment  of  our  arrival,  none  of  them 
were  abroad  but  the  women,  who,  on  per- 
ceiving us,  fent  forth  a cry  of  alarm.  Upon 

l.hip  fignal,  the  men  came  out  of  their  huts, 
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armed  with  bows  and  arrows ; and  the  whole 
troop,  entering  the  defile,  pofted  themfelves 
on  a fmall  eminence,  from  which  they  watch- 
ed our  condudl  with  fteadinefs  and  afllirance, 
in  order  to  determine  thereby  what  condudt 
they  fhould  purfue. 

At  the  difiance  at  which  I flood,  I had  no 
hopes  of  making  them  hear  me  : and,  befides, 
what  could  1 fay  to  people  with  whofe  lan- 
guage I was  totally  unacquainted  ? I refolved, 
therefore,  to  employ  one  which  I fuppofed 
they  might  comprehend  ; and  I made,  as  did 
alfo  my  companions,  every  fign  of  friendfhip 
that  the  circii'mfiances  of  the  moment  fug- 
gcfted.  This  language,  however,  was  new 
to  them  : they  feemed  not  to  underhand  it; 
and  I found  myfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
trying  the  only  one  likely  to  be  intelligible,  I 
jnean  that  of  prefents. 

I advanced  then  towards  their  huts ; but  I 
found  them  all  empty,  except  one  in  which 
there  was  a little  dog.  At  the  entrance  of 
another  lay  a heap  of  reeds,  and  a few  fiiarp- 
ened  bones,  defiined,  no  doubt,  for  making 
arrows.  Imitating  the  manner  of  thofe  who 
attrad  domeftic  animals  bjr  placing  before 

them 
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them  fome  dainty,  I depofited,  near  the  reeds, 
a fmall  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fome  glafs 
beads,  and  then  returned  to  my  former  ftation. 

While  I was  thus  employed,  they  had  re- 
moved to  a greater  diftance ; but,  when  I re- 
tired, they  again  drew  near,  and  at  length  came 
to  the  huts,  and  took  up  the  prefent  I had  left 
tliere. 

The  attention  with  which  they  examined 
it,  and  the  pleafure  it  feemed  to  afford  them, 
led  me  to  believe  that,  after  thefe  preliminaries 
of  friendlliip,  I might  venture  to  accoft  them. 

I advanced  therefore  once  more,  followed  by 
my  company ; but  they  retired  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before. 

They  removed,  indeed,  to  a greater  diftance 
* than  at  firft ; but  I remarked  that  they  feemed 
to  be  deliberating  together,  and  I flattered 
myfelf  that  they  would  not  delay  to  enter 
into  a conference  with  me.  I thought  proper, 
therefore,  to  make  another  attempt ; and  tak- 
ing a new  prefent  of  tobacco  and  beads,  I held 
it  up  to  them,  that  they  might  fee  it,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  them  alone. 

This  mode  of  negotiation  fucceeded.  One  ' 
' of  the  men  left  his  companions,  and,  approach- 
ing 


AFRICA. 


155 

ing  me,  flopped  at  the  diftance  of  a hundred 
paces  to  afk  who  I was,  and  what  I wanted. 

I remarked  with  furprife,  that  this  man  was 
black,  while  the  reft  of  the  horde,  both  men 
and  women,  were  much  lefs  fo  than  even  the 
Hottentots.  But  what  aftonifhed  me  ftill 
more  was  to  hear  him  addrefs  me  in  the  Hot- 
tentot language.  I replied  in  the  fame  lan- 
guage, that  I was  a traveller  who  wiftied  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  country  he  inhabited,  and 
was  defirous,  if  poflible,  to  find  friends  in  it. 

He  then  came  up  to  me  ; and  my  four  at- 
tendants, having  advanced  alfo,  were  as  much 
aftonifhed  as  I was  to  fee  a perfon  of  their 
own  nation.  They  entered  into  converfation 
with  him,  aflured  him  of  the  truth  of  what 
I had  faid,  and  gained  fo  entirely  his  confi- 
dence, that  he  immediately  made  a fign  to  his 
companions  to  join  him. 

The  women,  more  miftruftful  and  circum- 
fped;,  remained  in  groups  near  the  huts,  wait- 
ing for  the  refult  of  the  conference,  and 
watching  us  with  an  eye  of  curiofity.  The 
men  all  flocked  around  us.  I diftributed 
among  them  the  tobacco  and  beads  which  I had 
(hewn  them  ; and  thefe  wolves,  who  had  been 
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painted  to  me  as  fo  ferocious,  feemed  to  be  as 
harmlefs  as  lambs. 

I had,  however,  no  fooner  rendered  them 
tradable,  than  I was  obliged  to  jcave  them. 
My  march  had  taken  up  a great  deal  of  my 
time,  the  day  was  far  advanced,  and  I was 
apprehenfive  that,  if  I remained  any  longer, 
. my  abfence  might  alarm  my  people ; or  that 
I fhould  expofe  myfelf  to  the  hazard  of  lohng 
my  way  during  the  night,  in  a country  with 
which  I was  totally  unacquainted. 

I told  the  Houzouanas,  therefore,  that  I 
would  return  next  morning,  and  encamp  on 
the  banks  of  their  rivulet.  I again  allured 
them,  that  they  w^ould  find  in  me  a friend  aL 
ways  ready  to  oblige  and  to  defend  them.  I 
engaged  that  they  Ihould  experience  from  my 
people  neither  infult  nor  injury ; but  I de- 
clared, at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  they  gave 
me  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint,  I w^oiild  em- 
ploy againft  them  all  my  refources,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  would  find  my  ftrength  far 
fuperior  to  theirs. 

I employed  the  Hottentot  as  an  interpreter 
to  communicate  to  them  thefe  fentiments ; 
and  through  the  fame  medium  1 received  a 
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very  fatisfadory  anfwer,  I obferved  that  this 
man,  befides  the  Hottentot  language,  fpoke 
alio  pretty  good  Dutch.  He  offered  very 
readily  to  ferve  me  as  guide  to  my  camp,  to 
pafs  the  night  there,  and  to  return  with  me 
next  morning  to  the  horde.  He  was  over- 
joyed to  find  countrymen  with  whom  he  could 
converfe  in  his  maternal  tongue  ; and  I was 
equally  glad  to  find  in  him  a confidence  which 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  mine.  I accepted  his 
offer,  therefore,  with  gratitude,  and  we  imme- 
diately fet  out. 

My  readers  will  not  doubt,  that  my  firft 
care  on  the  road  w^as  to  afk  him,  by  what  ad- 
venture he  had  been  tranfplanted  among  the 
Houzouanas.  He  informed  me,  that  he  was  born 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Camis,  and  had 
lived  feveral  years  fubjedt  to  the  company  ; but 
that,  having  been  treated  in  various  inftances 
with  injuftice,  he  had  deferted  with  a negro 
Have  belonging  to  the  fame  mafter,  and,  after 
wandering  about  for  a long  time,  had  at  laff 
fought  an  afylum  and  protedlion  among  the  Hou- 
zouanas. ^ The  negro  had  died  from  the  effed 
of  a poifoned  arrow,  by  which  he  was  wound- 
ed in  a fkirmilh  the  horde  had  been  engaged 
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in  with  a flrange  tribe.  Being  thus  deprIvecJ 
of  his  companion,  he  continued  to  live  with  his 
protedors,  and  by  his  courage  he  was  become 
in  a manner  their  chief. 

• I excufed  his  defertion ; it  appeared  to  me 
lawful  and  right ; but  I could  not  comprehend 
why  he  had  preferred  a refidence  among  ban- 
ditti, whofe  profeflion  was  robbery  and  mur- 
der. Having,  fomewhat  mildly,  reproached 
him  on  this  account,  he  addrefled  me  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ The  Houzouanas  are  by  no  means  what 
“ you  fuppofe  them  to  be,  murderers  by  pro- 
feflion.  If  they  fometimes  fhed  blood,  it  is 
“ not  from  a third;  of  carnage,  but  to  make 
“ juft  reprifals  that  they  take  up  arms.  At- 
“ tacked  and  perfecuted  by  furrounding  na- 
“ tions,  they  have  found  themfelves  reduced  to 
“ the  neceflity  of  flying  to  inacceflible  places 
among  the  barren  mountains,  where  no 
“ other  people  could  exift. 

“ If  they  find  antelopes  and  damans  to  kill ; 
if  the  nymphs  of  ants  are  abundant ; or  if 
“ their  good  fortune  brings  them  plenty  of  lo- 
“ cufts,  they  remain  within  the  precindls  of 
“ their  rocks ; but,  if  the  provifions  necelTary 
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to  fubfiftence  fail,  the  nations  in  their  nelgh- 
“ bourhood  muft  fufl'er.  From  the  fummits  of 
“ their  mountains,  they  furvey  at  a diftance  the 
“ countries  around  ; and,  if  they  obferve  cat- 
“ tie,  they  make  an  incurfion  to  carry  them  off, 
“or  daughter  them  upon  the  fpot,  according 
“ to  circumftances  ; but  though  they  rob  they 
“ never  kill,  except  to  defend  their  lives,  or 
“ by  way  of  retaliation  to  revenge  an  ancient 
“ injury. 

' “ Jt  happens  fometimes,  however,  that  after 
“ very  fatiguing  expeditions  they  return  with- 
“ out  booty ; either  becaufe  the  objeds  of  their 
“ attack  have  difappeared,  or  becaufe  they 
“ have  been  repulfed  and  beaten.  In  fuch  cafes, 
“ the  w’^omen,  exafperated  by  hunger  and  the 
“ lamentation  of  their  children  crying  for  food, 
“ become  almoft  furious  with  paffion.  Re- 
“ proaches,  infult,  and  threats,  are  employed  ; 
“ they  wifh  to  feparate  from  fuch  daftardly 
“ men,  to  quit  hufbands  deftitute  of  courage, 
“ and  to  feek  others  who  will  be  more  anxious 
“ to  procure  provifion  for  them  and  their  chil- 
“ dren.  In  fhort,  having  exhaufted  whatever 
“ rage  or  defpair  can  fugged,  they  pull  off 
“ their  fmall  apron  of  modefty,  and  beat  their 
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“ hufbands  about  the  head  with  it  till  theif 
“ arras  arc  weary  of  the  exercife. 

“ Of  all  the  affronts  which  they  can  offer*, 
“ this  is  the  moil  infulting.  Unable  to  with- 
“ ftand  it,  the  men  in  their  turn  become  furi- 
“ ous.  They  put  on  their  war- cap,  a fort  of 
“ helmet  made  with  the  fkin  that  covers  the 
“ neck  of  th^  hysena,  the  long  hair  of  which 
“ forms  a creft  that  floats  pver  the  head,  and, 
“ fetting  out  like  madmen,  never  return  till 
“ they  have  fucceeded  in  carrying  off  fome 
cattle. 

“ When  they  come  back,  their  wives  go  to 
“ meet  them,  and  extol  their  courage  amidfl; 
“ the  fondeft  careflTes.  In  a word,  nothing  is 
“ then  thought  of  but  mirth  and  jollity  ; and, 
till  fimilar  fcenes  are  recalled  by  fimilar  wants, 
“ pad  evils  are  forgotten.” 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  details  by 
which  my  guide  endeavoured  to  juftify  the 
condud;  of  the  Houzouanas — a condudl  ren- 
dered neceffary  by  want,  and  fufflciently  autho- 
rifed  by  their  quality  of  favages.  With  our 
law's,  civilization,  manners,  and  the  prejudices 
we  thence  .imbibe,  we  confider  it  as  fomething 
monflrous  to  fmd,  in  the  favage  ftate,  hordes 
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of  free-booters,  who  give  themfelves  up  to 
continual  rapine,  to  war  and  its  concomitant 
dangers,  in  order  to  avoid  hunger  and  find  the 
means  of  appeafing  ic.  But  which  is,  in  re- 
ality, the  greateft  favage — he  who  has  lands  and 
flocks,  who  fixes  himfelf  to  one  fpot,  who  is 
acquainted  withi  barter  and  fubfifts  by  the 
practice  of  commerce ; or  he  who  trufts  merely 
to  his  ftrength,  and  waits  for  the  moment  of 
need,  before  he  thinks  of  procuring  what  he 
may  have  occafion  for?  Laws,  civilization, 
and  morals,  mull  undoubtedly  have  the  pre- 
ference ; but  the  evils  which  they  often  bring 
in  their  train  infinitely  diminifh,  in  my  eyes, 
the  misfortune  of  inhabiting  a defert  and  of 
being  thereby  ignorant  of  them. 

When  my  Hottentot  arrived  at  the  camp, 
his  prefence  occafioned  a fort  of  ftupor.  Had 
he  fallen  from  the  clouds,  he  could  not,  in  my 
opinion,  have  produced  more  aftonifiiment. 
He  was  foon  furrounded  by  my  people,  each 
wifhing  to  know  by  what  Angular  adventures 
he  had  got  to  fuch  a diftance  from  his  native 
country.  So  highly  w^as  their  curiofity  excit- 
ed that  they  never  quitted  him  ; and,  after  they 
had  given  him  fome  refrefhment,  they  em- 
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^ ployed  the  remainder  of  the  time  till  the  mo* 
meat  of  our  depar ture,  without  fuffeiing  him 
to  reid  during  the  night  even,  in  putting  quef- 
tions  to  him  and  hearing  his  replies.  « 

Next  morning  1 proceeded,  as  I had  announ- 
ced, to  pitch  my  tent  on  the  banks  of  the  rivu- 
let. In  my  way  thither,  I hill  oblerved  that 
faline  fubhance  of  w^hich  I have  already 
fpokcn  ; but  on  the' mountain  it  no  longer 
exihed,  and  I could  difcover  no  traces  of  it. 

The  I'eturn  of  the  Hottentot  freed  the 
Houzouanas  from  their  fear;  and  the  accounts 
which  he  gave  of  my  behaviour  infpireJ 
them  with  the  utmoh  confidence.  Scarcely 
had  1 arranged  my  camp,  w^hen  they  all  came 
in  a friendly  manner  to  vifit  me.  You  w^ould 
have  fuppofed  that  we  had  been  long  united  by 
reciprocal  fentiments  of  fraternity  ; but  it  was 
not  thus  with  my  people.  The  name  Hou- 
ZDuana  had  hruck  their  minds  wuth  fo  much 
dread,  their  prejudices  were  fo  deeply  rooted, 
that  they  could' not  look  at  them  without  a 
panic  ; and,  till  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
they  continued  to  behold  them  with  the  fame 
horror. 

What,  during  ray  firfl:  journey,  had  been  the 
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fear  they  entertained  of  the  CafFres,  fuch  in  my 
fecond  was  that  infpired  by  the  Flouzouanas  ; 
and  I had  no  more  hope  of  curing  it  in  the 
prefent  than  in  the  former  inhance:  The  fa- 

vage,  furrounded  by  enemies  and  dangers,  muft 
neceffarily  be  miftruftful  and  fufpicious'.  If, 
amopg  the  enemies  he  has  to  dread,  there  are 
fome  who  are  truly  formidable,  his  miftruft  is 
converted  into  terror.  The  name  alone  ofthefe 
will  make  him  tremble ; he  gives  credit  to  the 
ihofl;  improbable  tales  and  the  rrioft  ridiculous 
fables  that  may  be  told  refpefling  thern  ; and, 
being  thus  previoufly  fubjeded  by  his  timidity, 
he  becomes  an  eafy  conquefi:.  The  firft  fuc- 
tefsful  expedition  is  fufficient  to  eftablilli  the 
empire  of  one  horde  over  all  the  reft.  Such 
has  been  the  fortune  of  the  Houzouanas ; their 
name  is  tranfmitted\vith  terror  from  mouth  to 
mouth  • their  renown  is  conveyed  from  dif- 
trid  to  diftrid,  even  to  the  Cape,  where 
the  moft  abfurd  relations  are  propagated  con- 
cerning theril.  Their  wandering  life' gives 
to  thefe  relations  additional  credit ; the  im- 
poftibility  of  knowing  them  doubles,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  other  favages,  their  real  ftrengfh  ; 
and  they  are  believed  to  be  numerous,  becaui'e 
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they  are  Teen  always  adlive,  and  take  their  ene» 
inies  by  furprife. 

Their  horde,  very  inconfiderable  of  itfelf, 
was  ftill  more  fo  at  this  time,  by  the  abfence  of 
a part  of  thofe  who  compofed  it.  They  had 
gone  out,  as  they  term  it,  to  procure  provifion  ; 
and  there  remained  in  the  kraal  twenty-feven 
men  only,  feven  women,  and  a few  children. 
Thefe  waited  for  the  return  of-  their  compa- 
nions, in  order  to  quit  their  eftablilhment,  and 
repair  in  a body,  by  a fouth-weft  route,  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  Orange-River.  Men, 
whofe  mode  of  life  fubjeTs  them  to  the  conti- 
nual apprehenfion  of  being  attacked,  or  who  are 
frequently  obliged  to  make  diftant  excurfions, 
cannot  long  inhabit  the  fame  fpot.  It  was 
only  in  the  courfc  of  their  paJLng  it,  that  they 
had  fettled  near  the  rivulet ; and  it  was  a foi> 
- tunate  circumftance  for  me  that  I fell  in  with 
them. 

■ The  Houzouanas  are  of  low  ftature  ; and 
a perfon  five  feet  four  inches  in  height  is  ac- 
counted among  them  very  tall  ; but  in  their 
little  bodies,  perfedly  well  proportioned,  are 
united,  with  furprifmg  llrength  and  agility, 
a certain  air  of  aflurance,  boldnefs,  and  haugh- 

jinefs. 
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His  hut  in  no-wife  refembles  that  of  the 
Hottentot.  It  appears  as  if  cut  vertically 
through  the  mid^lle  ; fo  that  the  hut  of  a Hot- 
tentot would  'make  two  of  thofe  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  During  their  emigrations,  they  leave 
them  ftanding,  in  order  that,  if  any  other  horde 
of  the  fame  nation  pafs  that  way,  they  may 
make  ufe  of  them.  When  on  a journey,  they 
have  nothing  to  repofe  on  but  a mat  fufpended 
from  two  flicks,  and  placed  in  an  inclined 
pofition.  They  often  even  fleep  on  the  bare 
ground.  A projedling  rock  is  then  fufficient 
to  fhelter  them  ; for  every  thing  is  fuited  to  a 
people  whofe  conftitutions  are  proof  againft 
the  fevereft  fatigue.  If,  however,  they  hop 
any  where  to  fojourn  for  a while,  and  find 
materials  proper  for  conftrudling  huts,  they 
then  form  a kraal ; but  they  abandon  it  on 
their  departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  huts 
which  they  erefl. 

This  cuftom  of  labouring  for  others  of  their 
tribe  announces  a focial  charadler  and  a bene- 
volent difpofition.  They  are,  indeed,  not  only 
affedionate  hufbands  and  good  fathers,  but 
excellent  companions.  When  they  inhabit 
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a kraal,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  among  them  ai 
private  property ; whatever  they  poflefs  is  in 
common.  If  two  hordes  of  the  fame  nation 
meet,  the  reception  is  on  both  fides  friendly ; 
they  afford  each  other  mutual  protedion,  and 
confer  reciprocal  obligations.  In  fhort,  they 
treat  one  another  as  brethren,  though  perhaps 
they  are  perfect  ftrangers,  and  have  never  feen 
each  other  before. 

Adtive  and  nimble  by  nature,  the  Hou- 
zouana  confiders  it  as  amufement  to  climb 
mountains  and  the  mofi;  elevated  peaks ; and 
their  fkill  in  this  refpedt  was  very  advan- 
tageous to  me.  The  rivulet  near  which  I 
' encamped  had  a coppery  tafte  and  a naufeous 
fmell,  which  rendered  it  impoffible  for  me  to 
drink  the  water.  My  cattle,  accuftomed  to 
the  bad  water  of  the  countiy,  were  fatisfied 
with  it : but  I was  afraid  that  it  might  injure 
my  people ; and  I would,  on  that  account,  not 
permit  them  to  ufe  it.  The  Houzouanas  had 
no  milk  to  give  me,  as  they  pofTeffed  only 
a few  wretched  cows  which  they  had  plun- 
dered. Having  afked'them  if  they  knew  of 
any  good  fpring  in  the  neighbourhood,  to 
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which  I could  fend  my  company  to  procure  a: 
fupply  of  water,  they/et  out  themfelves  in  an 
inftant,  without  making  me  a reply,  clambered 
up  their  mountains,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
brought  back  all  my  leather  bottles  and  veffels 
full  of  excellent  water. 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  refidence  on 
the  rivulet,  they  rendered  me  the  fame  fervice, 
uniformly  difplaying  the  fame  zeal  and  the  fame 
readinefs.  One  of  thefe  expeditions  wouJd 
have  employed  my  Hottentots  a whole  day. 

When  on  a journey,  fcarcity  of  water  gives 
them  no  uneafinefs,  even  in  the  middle  of  a 
defert.  By  a particular  art  they  can  difcover 
water  that  is  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  ; and  their  inftindl,  in  this  point,  is  even 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  other  Africans.  Ani- 
^mals,  in  like  cafes  of  diftrefs,  find  water  alfo ; 
but  it  is  only  by  the  fmell.  There  muft  be  a 
current  of  air  to  convey  to  them  the  exhalation 
which  rifes  from  it;  and  confequently  they 
muft  be  to  the  windward.  While  I refided  in 
the  defert,  during  my  firft  journey,  my  favages 
had  fhown  more  than  once  the  fame  faculty ; 
and  I myfelf  acquired  it  alfo  from  their  in- 
ftyudion,  as  I have  mentioned  in  my  narrative. 

The 
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The  Houzouana,  more  expert,  employs  only 
liis  fight.  He  throws  himfelf  flat  on  the 
ground,  takes  a diftant  view,  and,  if  the  fpace 
which  he  traverfes  with  his  eye  conceals  any 
fubterranean  fpring,  he  rifes  and  'points  with 
his  finger  to  the  fpot  where  it  is  to  be  found.- 
The  only  thing  by  which  he  difeovers  it  is 
that  ethereal  and  fubtile  exhalation  which  eva-  ‘ 
porates  from  every  current  of  water,  wdien  not 
funk  to  too  great  a depth. 

With  regard  to  pools  and  other  colledions- 
formed  by  the  rain,  as  their  evaporation  is 
more  fenfible,  they  are  difcoverable  even  when' 
hid  by  an  eminence  or  a hill ; and  the  vapour 
of  ftreams,  fuch  as  rivers  or  rivulets,  being  ftill 
more  abundant,  is  fo  diftindtly  marked  by  it, 
that  their  courfe  and  even  all  their  fmuofities 
may  be  traced. 

I endeavoured  to  learn  this  art  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  during  the  time  I refided  amongfl; 
them.  I followed  their  example,  and  pradifed 
their  leflbns ; and  was  at  length  able  to  make 
fimilar  difeoveries,  and  wnth  as  much  certainty. 
My  talent,  however,  was  far  from  being  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  theirs  ; for,  owing  either  to  the  na-‘ 
tural  weaknefs  of  my  fight  or  the  want  of  ex- 
perience, 


perlence,  I could  diftinguifli  water  at  no  greater 
didance  than  three  hundred  paces,  while  they" 
could  perceive  it  at  a diftance  much  more  con- 
fiderable. 

The  only  arms  of  the  Houzouanas  are  bows 
and  arrows.  The  arrows,  which  are  very 
fhorr,  are  carried  on  the  Ihoulder  in  a quiver, 
about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  tour  in 
diameter,  made  ot  the  bark  ot  the  aloe,  and  co- 
vered with  the  fkin  of  a large  fpecies  of  lizard, 
which  thefe  w^anderers  find  in  all  their  rivers, 
particularly  on  the  banks  of  Orange  and  Fidi^ 
River. 

Obliged  to  maintain  a numerous  troop,  and  ^ 
being  defirous  that  the  -whole  horde  fhould 
participate  in  my  game,  of  which  I procured 
abundance,  I went  out  daily  to  the  cliace,  al^ 
ways  accompanied  by  a great  number  of  the 
Hou?:ouan^s.  If  i hunted  in  the  mountains, 

I climbed  the  rocks  with  them.  In  the  plain  I . 
ufed  one  of  my  horfes  ; but,  whether  they  fol- 
lowed me  or  were  employed  in  diiving  towards 
me  the  zebras  and  antelopes,  they  fliowed 
themfelves  indefatigable  ; and,  however  fall 
I rode,  1 always  found  them  keep  pace  with 
pie. 
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My  people,  prejudiced  againft  this  nation, 
were  (illed  with  alarm  whenever  they  faw  me 
thus  occupied.  Every  report  of  my  gun  made 
them  tremble.  They  continually  imagined 
that  the  Houzouanas  were  in  the  a(^i  of  aflaL 
finating  me,  and  that  they  Ihould  afterwards 
experience  themfelves  the  fame  fate  ; and  they 
never  beheld  me  return  to  my  camp  without 
teftifying  their  joy,  confidering  me  as  a man 
efcaped  from  death. 

For  myfelf,  being  daily  employed  in  render- 
ing them  fervices,  and  feeing  thefe  favages,  on 
their  part,  ever  ready  to  oblige  me,  I laughed 
at  fuch  vain  terrors.  In  my  way  of  j udging, 
I had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  a people  who' 
gained  fo  much  by  my  prefence,  and  who 
would,  confequently,  have  been  confiderable 
lofers  by  my  death. 

During  the  long  excurfions  wbi^h  we  made 
together,  they  in  no  iriftance  belied  their  cha- 
radter.  In  many  refpedls  they  appeared  to 
refemble  the  Arabs,  who,  being  alfo  wander- 
ers, and  like  them  brave  and  addidted  to  ra- 
pine, adhere  w'ith  unalterable  fidelity  to  their 
engagements,  and  defend,  even  to  the  laft  drop 
t)f  their  blood,  the  traveller  who  civilly  pur- 

chafes 


AFRICA.  175 

\ 

chafes  their  fervices,  and  puts  himfelf  under 
their  protedion. 

If  my  plan  of  traverfmg  from  fouth  to  north 
the  whole  of  Africa  was  at  all  pradicable,  I 
' repeat  it,  it  could  have  been  accomplifhed  only 
with  the  Houzouanas.  I am  convinced  that 
fifty  men  of  this  temperate,  brave,  and  inde- 
fatigable nation  would  have  been  fuflicient  to 
enable  me  to  carry  it  into  execution ; and  £ 
fhall  always  regret  that  I became  acquainted 
with  them  too  late  for  the  trial,  and  at  a period 
when  numberlefs'  misfortunes  had  compelled 
me,  for  a time  at  leaft,  to  renounce  the  idea. 

With  whatever  confidence,  however,  their 
fidelity  had  infpired  me,  I did  not  negled  the 
precautions  dictated  by  prudence.  I never 
trufted  myfelf  with  them  beyond  the  precinds 
of  my  camp,  unlefs  when  well  armed.  ^ I will 
even  confef?  that,  at  firft,  I made  my  people 
keep  watch  ; that  I had  conftantly  a dog  in 
my  tent  during  the  night ; and  that  my  fire- 
arms were  always  well  loaded.  But  at  the 
fame  time  I muft  alfo  acknowledge  that,  in 
taking  thefe  precautions,  I had  not  fo  much 
in  view'  the  Houzouanas  of  the  horde,  as  the 
reft  of  their  nation,  who,  not  being  acquainted, 
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and  having  contradled  no  alliance  vvlth 
might  diCcover  my  fires,  and  think  themfelveS 
amhoiiled  to  take  me  by  fiirprife,  and  attack 
me  in  the  night,  after  the  manner  of  thofe  free- 
booters known  in  general  by  the  name  of 
-Bofiimen. 

• My  adventures  have  given  me  already  many 
opportunities  of  fpeaking  of  thefe  Bolhmen; 
1 have  before  faid,  that  the  people  at  the  Cape 
comprehend  under  this  general  appellation 
every  man,  of  whatever  nation  cr  colour,  who, 
defertingj^  retires  to  the  forefis  or  the  raoun* 
tains,  there  to  afibciate  with  other  fugitives^ 
live  with  them  under  fuch  law's  as  a band  of 
robbers  may  be  fuppofed  to  form,  and  fubfifi; 
by  rapine,  without  even  fparing  fimilar  aflb- 
ciations  of  his  fellows  and  equals. 

7’he  Houzouanas,  being  known  only  by 
their  incurfions  and  plundering,  are  imthe  co- 
lonies often  confounded  wdth  the  Bofhmen, 
and  difilnguiflaed  by  the  fame  appellation.- 
Sometimes,  however,  from  their  tawmy  co- 
lour, they  are  called  Chinefe  Hottentots ; and, 
by  means  of  this  double  denomination,  ill-in- 
formed travellers  may  eafily  be  led  into  an 
error,  of  which  the  confequenee  mull  be,  that 
5 their 
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their  narratives  will  be  replete  with  abfurdity 
and  falfehoods. 

Their  real  name,  and  the  only  one  which 
they  give  themfelves,  is  that  of  Houzouana ; 
and  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
Bofhmen,  who  are  not  a diftindt  people,  but  a 
mere  colleiflion  of  fugitives  and  free-booters. 
The  Houzouanas  form  ho  alliances  but  among 
themfelves.  Being  almofh  always  at  war  with 
the  furrounding  nations,  they  never  mix  with  • 
them  ; and,  if  they  confent  at  any  time  to  ad- 
mit a flranger  into  their  hordes,  it  is  only  after 
a long  acquaintance,  a fort  of  apprent-icefliip, 
during  which  he  has  given  proofs  ol  his  fide- 
lity, and  eftablifhed  his  courage.  The  'Hot- 
tentot whom  I found  there  had  fubmitted  to 
this  trial,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  acquitted  himfelf  was  held  in  the  higheft 
eftimation. 

Though  the  Houzouanas  are  wanderers  in 
their  country,  and  fpend  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  in  emigrations  and  diftant  excurfions, 
they  inhabit  an  immenfe  diftrldl,  of  which,  in- 
deed, they  are  almoft  the  foie  inhabitants,  and 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  nation  would 
be  able  to  expel  them.  It  forms  that  part  of 
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Africa  which,  in  a diredion  from  eaft  to  wed, 
extends  from  Caffraria  to  the  country  of  the 
Greater  Nimlquas.  With  regard  to  its  breadth, 
from  fouth  to  north,  I am  ignorant  of  its  ex- 
tent ; but  I believe  it  to  be  very  confiderable  ; 
not  only  becaufe  an  immenfe  territory  is  ne- 
celTary  to  fo  wandering  a people,  but  alfo  be- 
caufe I have  reafon  to  think  the  individuals  of 
this  nation  to  be  very  numerous. 

* It  is  fuppofed  at  the  Cape  that  their  popu- 
lation is  fmall ; and  the  reafon  of  this  opinion 
is,  that  when  they  emigrate  to  the  weftern 
coafts,  whether  for  the  purpofe  of  fubfifting 
there  for  a time  or  to  plunder,  they  are  never 
feen  in  large  bodies.  But  with  thefe  people 
this  , is  only  a ftratagem.  Afraid  of  being 
attacked,  were  their  number  known,  they  con- 
/ ceal  their  march  as  much  as  poffible.  They 
purfue  their  courfe  through  the  narroweft  de- 
files, or  over  the  tops  of  mountains  ; and  fre- 
quently even  they  travel  only  by  night.  This 
caufes  them  to  be  the  more  dreaded  ; and  it  is 
often  imagined  that  they  are  already  in  the 
neighbourhood,  when  they  are  a hundred  or 
perhaps  two  hundred  leagues  diftant. 

I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Houzou- 
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anas  are  the  original  llem^of  the  various  na- 
tions inhabiting  at  prefent  the  fouthern  part 
of  Africa,  and  that  from  them  all  the  tribes  of 
the  cahern  and  wehern  Hottentots  are  de- 
fcendcd.  Proofs  of  this,  I think,  may  be  per- 
ceived in  their  features,  and  in  that  clapping 
noife  of  the  tongue  when  they  fpcak,  which 
in  them  is  much  more  ftrilcing, 

Thefe,  however,  are  vague  conclufions,  in- 
fufficient  to  eftablilh  the  fad  in  queftion,  which 
requires  more  decifive  teftimonies.  The  peo- 
ple themfelves  know  nothing  of  their  origin. 

In  vain  did  1 feveral  times  interrogate  them 
on  the  fubjea  ; they  always  replied  that  they 
inhabited  the  fame  country  which  had  been 
inhabited  by  their  anceftors ; and  this  was  all 
the  fatisfadion  I could  obtain.  It  was  not  till 
my  return  to  the  Cape  that  I received  any  in- 
formation concerning  them,  which  was  from  ^ 
a few  old  planters  refiding  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  colony  ; and  though  I confider  their  ac- 
counts only  as  ancient  traditions,  the  veracity 
of  which  I dare  not  warrant,  I fhall  here  lay 

them  before  my  readers. 

When  the  Pluropeans  came  to  eftablilh  them- 
felves at  the  Cape,  the  Houzouanas,  they  faid, 
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inhabited  the  country  of  Camdebo,  the  fnow/ 
mountains,  and  the  diftrid;  that  feparates  thefe 
mountains  from  CafFiaria.  Become  neigh- 
bours to  the  colony,  in  confequencc^  of  its 
extending  itfelf  towards  them,,  they  at  firfl 
lived  on  peaceable  terms  with  the  planters ; 
and,  as  they  difplaycd  more  intelligence  and 
greater  adivity  than  the  Hottentots,  they  were 
even  employed  in  preference  to  affift  in  cul- 
tivating the  land  and  in  forming  the  fettle- 

f 

ment.  This  good  underflanding  and  harmony 
were,  however,  foon  interrupted  by  that  mul- 
titude of  lawlefs  banditti  fent  from  Elolland  to 
people  the  country. 

ITefe  worthlefs  profligates  wilhed  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  land  without  the  trouble  of 
tilling  it.  Educated,  befldes,  with  all  the  pre- 
judices of  the  whites,  they  imagined  that  men 
of  a diiFerent  colour  were  born  only  to  be  their 
haves'.  They  accordingly  fubjeded  them  to 
.bondage,  condemned  them  to  the  moll  la- 
borious fervices,  and  repaid  thefe  ferviccs  with 
harfli  and  fevere  treatment.  The  Houzouanas, 
incenfed  at  fuch  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  con- 
dud,  refufed  any  longer  to  work  for  them,  and 
retired  to  the  defiles  of  thdr  mountains.  The 
' . planters 
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planters  took  lip  arms  and  purfued  them  ; they 
maffacred  them  without  pity,, and  feized  on 
their  cattle  and  their  country.  Thofe  who 
efcaped  their  atrocities  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  removed  to  the  land  which  they 
now  occupy  ; but,  on  quitting  their  former 
poATeATions,  they  fwore,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  of  their  pofterity,  to  exterminate  thefe 
European  monfters,  to  be  revenged  againft 
whom  they  had  fo  many  incitements.  And 
thus,  if  tradition  be  true,  w^as  a peaceful  and 
induftrious  nation  rendered  warlike,  vindiaive, 
and  ferocious* 

This  hatred j fo  juft  in  its  principle,  has  been 
perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation, 
though  the  Houzouanas  of  the  prefent  day  are 
ignorant  of  the  original  caufe  of  it.  Bred  up 
with  an  invincible  averfion  to  the  planters, 
they  know  only  that  they  are  animated  to 
plunder  and  deftroy  them  ; but  it  is  only  by  a 
vague  fentiment  of  deteftation,  with  the  fource 
of  which  they  are  unacquainted ; and  which 
happily,  in  rendering  them  cruel  towards  the 
planters,  does  not  prevent'  them  from  being 
o-ood,  kind,  and  humane,  towards  each  other. 

What  I have  faid  refpedting,  the  moral  and 
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pliyfical  qualities  of  the  Hoiizouanas  proves,  in 
my  opinion,  that  at  prefent  they  form  a difUnd; 
nation  ; but  what  fingulariy  excited  my  afto- 
niihrnent  was  the  enormous  natural  rump  of 
the  women,  which,  like  the  artificial  ones 
adapted  Ibrae  years  ago  by  the  French  ladies, 
ddlinguilhes  them  from  every  other  people, 
lavage  or  poliflied,  i have  ever  known. 

I have  feveral  times,  in  my  former  travels, 
had  occafion  to  remark,  that,  among  the  fe- 
male Hottentots  in  general,  as  tb^  advance  in 
age,  the  inferior  part  of  the  back  fwells  our, 
and  acquires  a fize  which  greatly  exceeds  the 
proportion  it  bore  in  infancy  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  body.  The  Houzouana  women, 
Iiaving  in  their  figure  fome  refemblance  to  the 
ITottentots,  and  appearing,  therefore,  to  be  of 
the  fame  race,  one  might  be  induced  to  believe 
that  their  projection  behind  is  only  the  Hot- 
tentot rump  more  fwelled  and  extended.  I 
- obferved,  however,  that  among  the  former  this 
' ■ fmgularity  was  an  excrelcence  of  How  growth, 
' and  in  fome  meafure  an  infirmity  of  old  age ; 

■ whereas  among  the  latter  it  is  a natural 
deformity,  an  original  charaderillic  of  their 
race. 
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Refle6llng  on  the  caufeof  this  plienomenon, 

1 afcribed  it  at  lirft  to  an  extraordinary  curva- 
ture of  the  fpine,  or  to  a prominence  oi  tlie 
lower  vertebrcE  and  os  facrum,  which,  prcjed- 
ing  forwards,  rendered  that  part  more  protube- 
rant, and  threw  the  haunches  out  of  their  idual 
pofition ; but  very  decifive  obfervations  foon 
convinced  me  of  the  contrary,  "The  bones 
which  form  the  fheleton  of  the  reins  were  in 
their  natural  fituation  ; none  of  the  vertebra 
were  deranged  ; and  this  extended  rump  is 
only  a fat  and  flefhy  mah,  which,  upon  every 
movement  of  the  body,  exhibits  a moft  re- 
markable quivering  and  undulation. 

I faw  a girl,  three  years  old,  entirely  naked, 
as  indeed  are  all  the  children  of  the  favages  at 
that  age,  playing  and  jumping  before  me  for 
feveral  hours.  I at  lirlf  pitied  her  condition, 
in  being  loaded  with  fo  cumbrous  a burden, 
which  i thought  muft  obftrucl  her  movements  ; 
but  I did  not  perceive  that,  on  this  account,'  (he 
was  the  lefs  at  her  eafe,  or  at  all  reftrided  in 
her  freedom.  In  amufmg  herfelf  with  a young 
brother,  fhe  would  fometimes  walk  along  as  if 
Ihe  had  been  counting  her  fteps ; then  fuddenly 
popping,  and  ftamping  her  foot  againft  the 
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ground,  would  give  a flipck  to  her  body,  whldi 
made  her  pofteriors  quiver  like  a lump  of  fliak- 
ing  jelly.  The  little  urchin  w’-ould  endeavour  to 
imitate  her  ; but.not'being  able,  as  he  had  not 
the  fame  configuration  behind,  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  females,  he  would  burft  into  a 
pafiTion,  while  his  fifter  laughed  heartily  at  his 
difappointment. 

The  Houzouana  mothers  wear  on  their 
reins,  like  our  miners,  a fkin  which  covers 
this  protuberance  of  the  pofleriors  ; but  which, 
being  thin  and  pliable,  yields  to  the  quivering 
of  the  fleih,  and  becomes  agitated  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  on  a journey,  or  when  they 
have  children  too  young  to  follow  them,  they 
place’  them  upon  their  rump.  I faw  one  of 
' thefe  women  run  in  this  manner  with  a child, 
about  three  years  of  age,  that  hood  eredl  on 
its’ feet  at  her  back,  like  a foot- boy  behind  a 
carriage. 

With  this  monftrous  deformity,  who  would 
believe  that  the  Houzouana  women  have  a hand 
and  foot  remarkably  delicate;  that  their  arms  are 
beautifully  formed  ; and  that  thefe  parts  of  their 
body  are  abfolutely  perfed  ? Obliged  to  follow 
their  hufbamls  in  their  long  excurfions,  they 
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wear,  like  them,  fandals  ; like  them,  have  their 
heads  covered  with  a cap  formed  ot  the  flda 
of  a jackal  ; and,  like  them  alfo,  go  almoft  en- 
tirely naked,  wearing  before  only  a very  linall 
apron  ot  modefty,  and  on  their  loins  the  piece 
of  leather  of  which  1 have  before  fpoken.  At 
their  fide  is  a box  made  of  wood,  ivory,  or 
tortoife-fliell,  to  hold  the  greafe  with  which 
they  boughou  and  befmear  themfelves,  and 
the  tail  of  fome  (quadruped,  fixed  to  the  end 
of  a flick,  with  which  they  wipe  their  body 
and  face  when  they  perfpire.  They  have  no 
beads  nor  any  ornament  whatever,  unlefs  we 
confider  as  ornaments  garters  and  bracelets  of 

raw  leather. 

As  a fondnefs  for  drefs  and  a defire  of  plea- 
ling  are,  however,  natuial  to  the  fex,  the 
Houzoiiana  women  no  Iboner  faw  the  beads 
and  toys  with  which  thofe  in  my  troop  were 
crnamented  than  they  expreffed  a defire  to 
have  fome  alfo.  I diflributed,  therefoic,  a few 
to  each  of  them  ; and  from  that  moment  they 
never  ceafed  to  wear  them,  and  with  much 
apparent  fatisfadlion. 

I have  faid  that  they  boughou  and  befmear 
themfelves  with  greafe.  This  cullom  is  com- 
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inon  to  the  men  as  well  as  to  the  women. 
Like  the  wrdtlers  and  pugilifts  of  antiquity, 
they  think  it  neceflary  to  preferve  the  plialnlity 
of  their  limbs.  For  this  operation,  they  em- 
ploy the  fat  of  fuch  animals  as  they  kill  in  the 
chace ; and  if  that  fail  them,  they  have  recourfe 
to  the  oil  which  exudes' from  the  nymphs  of 
ants  when  they  broil  them* for  nourifhment,  and 
which  they  colled  and  preferve  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  Their  bodies,  when  anointed  with  this 
oil,  have  a very  flrong  fmell;  but  it  is  not  dif- 
agreeable. 

On  the  third  day  of  my  encampment  near 
the  horde,  five  men  and  two  women  arrived 
from  an  excurfion,  bringing  wdth  them  two  live 
fheep.  The  fruits  of  their  depredations  had 
confided  of  three  of  thefe  animals ; but  the 
third  efcaped  by  the  way  and  was  loft. 

They  were  driving  the  Iheep  before  them, 
when,  on  approaching  the  kraal,  they  fuddenly 
perceived  my  camp.  The  fight  of  fo  many 
ftrangers,  of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge, 
alarmed  them.  They  inftantly'  abandoned 
their . booty,  and  retired  with  precipitation ; 
but,  feeing  their  companions  in  a ftate  of  fafety, 
which  feemed  to  announce  that  we  were  qn 
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good  terms  with  each  other,  they  again  advan- 
ced, and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  were  as  familiar 
as  the  reft. 

As  I intended  to  make  an  excurfion  towards 
the  north  north-weft,  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
covering  rare  birds  or  new  hordes,  I commu- 
nicated my  defign  to  the  Houzouanas,  who 
readily  offered  to  accompany  me,  but  confeifed 
at  the  fame  time  that,  having  never  pene- 
trated far  into  that  part  of  the  country,  they 
could  give  me  no  information  refpedting  it.  ■ 
Being  ignorant  w^hat  time  this  excurfion 
might  require,  and  with  what  difficulties  it 
might  be  attended,  I thought  it  prudent  that 
fome  of  my  own  people  fhould  be*  of  the  party. 
The  journey,  however,  was  extremely  fa- 
tiguing, and  unprodiuftive  of  the  fmalleft  dif- 
covery. 

On  my  return,  the  Houzouanas  propofed 
another  in  the  oppofite  quarter.  Toaccom- 
plifh  this  fecond  excurfion,  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  traverfe  the  mountains  for  three 
whole  days,  after  w'hich  I Ihould  find  nations 
with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  and  who  were 
of  the  Kabobiqua  race;  but  I muff  have  left 
my  horfes  and  cattle  behind  me,  as  the  roads, 
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they  fald,  were  impafTable  for  thefe  animals. 
Though  this  plan  was  agreeable,  in  certain 
points  of  view,  it  difpleafed  me  in  others. 
Happily,  however,  they  enabled  me  to  form 
' another,  which  1 determined  to  execute. 

I have  already  remarked,  that  it  was  by  a 
fortunate  chance  that  I fell  in  with  them.  They 
were  then  on  their  way  to  the  eaftern  coafts, 
and  had  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet  only 
to  wait  for  fome  of  their  parties,  who  had  de- 
tached themfelves  from  the  general  body,  'in 
order  to  go  a-marauding  in  the  plains.  Their 
route  towards  the  eaft  was  little  different  from 
that  which  I propofed  to  take  ; and  I faw  that, 
by  marching  along  with  them  or  engaging 
them  to  attend  me,  I fhould  obtain  trufty 
guides  as  well  as  able  defenders.  It  was  pof- 
fible  that  I might  meet  with  bodies  of  Hou- 
zouanas,  with  whom,  were  none  of  thefe  peo- 
ple in  my  company,  I might  be  obliged  to 
combat.  United  to  them,  fhould  I even  be 
attacked  by  a whole  nation,  I had  nothing  to 
fear. 

I did  not,  therefore,  hefitate  a moment;  and, 
to  efcort  me  as  far  as  Fifh-River,  I offered 
lliein  four  milch-cows.  To  people  who  often 
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expofe  tlieir  lives  for  a fmgle  Iheep,  this  was  a 
temptation  not  to  be  refifted.  Accordingly 
they  requefted  only  that  I would  allow  them 
four  or  five  days  to  colled  their  friends — to 
which  I readily  confented. 

In  the  evening  they  difperfed  themfelves  • 
over  the  mountain,  climbing  to  the  higheft 
lummits,  there  to  kindle  fires  which  might 
ferve  as  lignals  to  the  fcattered  parties  of  their 
friends ; or  to  obferve  thofe  which  the  latter 
might  kindle  in  the  plains.  They  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  they  fucceeded  in  making  their  ^ 
fires  be  perceived,  all  the  different  bodies  would 
immediately  join  them. 

, Nodurnal  fires  are  a peculiar  language  im- 
derftood  and  employed  by  almoft  all  favage 
nations.  None,  however,  have  carried  this  art 
fo  far  as  the  Houzouanas,  becaufe  none  have 
fo  much  need  of  underftanding  and  biinging 
it  to  perfedion.  If  It  be  neceffary  to  announce 
a defeat  or  a vidory,  an  arrival  or  departure, 
a fiiccefsful  plundering  expedition  or  the  want 
of  affiftance,  ina"word,any  intelligence  what- 
ever, they  are  able,  either  by  the  number  of 
their  fires  or  the  manner  In  which  they  ar- 
range them,  to  make  it  known  in  an  inflant. 

They 


38S 


TRAVELS  IN 


They  are  even  fo  fagacious  as  to  vary  their 
fires  fiom  time  to  lime,  ieR  their  enemies 
fhould  become  acquainted  with  their  fignals, 
and  trcacheroufly  employ  them,  in  their  turn, 
to  furprife  them. 

I am  perfe£lly  unacquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  language,  invented  with  fo  much 
ingenuity  ; not  having  afked  them  to  teach 
me  fo  much  as  the  elements  of  it,  becaufe  I 
was  certain  they  would  have  refufed.  All  I 
can  fay  is,  that  three  lires  kindled  at  the  dif-r 
tance  of  twenty  paces  from  each  other,  fo  as  to 
form  an  equilateral  triangle,  are.  a figna.1  for 
rallying ; at  lead,  during  the  five  days  em- 
ployed in  calling  together  and  waiting  for  the 
^fcattered  detachments,  they  made  no  other. 

It  appears  as  if  the  marauders  were  at  too 
great  a diftance  to  perceive  their  hgnals ; for 
none  of  them  returned.  Thefr  abfence,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  us  from  fetting  out  on 
the  fixth  day.  I'he  Houzouanas  left  their  huts 
handing ; and,  to  announce  their  departure, 
four  men  remained  in  the  kraal,  who  had 
orders  to  kindle  other  fires,  and  to  join  us  in 
the  night,  after  they  had  lighted  them. 

This  arrangement  was  highly  difpleafing  to 

my 


AFRICA* 


my  poltroon?.  They  apprehended  that  the 
intention  of  my  guides  was  to  lead  us  into  iome 
ambuih,  where  we  ihould  all  be  malTacred ; 
anil  that  the  four  men  left  behind  were,  by  their 
iignals,  to  give  notice  to  fome  of  their  parties  to 
come  upon  us  while  we  were  afleep.  In  fhort, 
there  was  no  danger  which  tlieir  terrified  ima- 
gination did  not  dread  ; and  fo  great  was 
their  cowardice,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to 
fiir  from  my  camp,  even  in  the  day  time;  nor 
would  my  hunters  ever  go  out  to  the  chace 
unlefs  I accompanied  them. 

We  direded  our  courfe  acrofs  the  moun-/ 
tains  in  a ftraight  line  towards  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  did  not  halt  till  ten  at  night,  in  a place 
where  w^e  found  plenty  of  good  water  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks.  Towards  midnight,  the 
four  men  of  the  horde  arrived  j and  if  their 
prefence  afforded  me  pleafure,  as  it  announ- 
ced the  fcrupulous  punduality  and  adive 
zeal  of  their  nation,  it  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
my  poltroons,  whofe  fufpicions  it  in  fome 
meafure  allayed. 

Though  they  now  faw  their  pretended  ene- 
mies before  them,  they  W'ere  neverthelefs  fo 
flruck  that  they  ftill  apprehended  fome  noc- 
turnal 
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turnal  treachery.  I had,  therefore,  no  need  to 
recommend  to  them  to  be  vigilant.  Not  one 
indulged  himfelf  in  deep ; on  the  contrary, 
they  all  fpent  the  night  in  calling  their  eyes 
every  where  around,  palpitating  if  they  heard 
thefmalleft  noife,  and  watching  with  alarm  the 
lead  movement  of  the  Houzouanas,  who, during 
the  whole  time,  were  rcpofing  in  tranquillity. 

When  day  appeared,  fo  that  I could  diftin- 
guiin  objects  around  me,  I obferved,  with 
confiderable  pain,  that  the  earth  was  abfo- 
lutely  parched  up,  that  it  did  not  prefent  a 
fingle  blade  of  grafs,  and  that  my  cattle  muft 
confeqiiently  have  remained  the  whole  night 
without  food. 

I communicated  my  uneafmefs  to  the  Hou- 
zoiianas,  and  alked  them  how  many  days  it 
would  require  to  go  in  a flraight  dircd;ion  to 
the  fea,  and  whether  we  iliould  meet  wdth 
pafturage  and  water  on  our  route.  Their 
anfwer  threw  me  into  confternation.  They 
informed  me,  that  if  the  drought  had  been 
general,  as  they  were  affured,  we  mull  exped:, 
by  advancing  in  that  quarter,  to  find,  where- 
ever  we  pafled,  a foil  equally  naked,  and  in 
all  probability  deftitute  of  water. 
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After  fucli  intelligence,  it  was  impofiible  for 
me  to  proceed  flirther.  Befides  expofing  my- 
felf  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  all  ray  catile,  and 
of  leaving  in  the  defert  the  greater  part  of  my 
elfedl:?,  I could  not  forget  that  I had  every  day 
to  feed,  independently  of  my  own  party,  forty 
new  mouths  ; and  that  for  fuch  a multitude  an 
abundance  of  large  game  would  be  requifite. 
In  a country  that  aiiorded  neither  pailurage 
nor  water,  what  hopes  were  there  of  finding 
fuch  game,  when  the  period  of  their  paflage 
was  elapfed  ? The.  cafe  was  now  different  from 
what  it  had  been  in  the  fertile  plains  of  Caf- 
fraria,  when  the  body  of  Hottentots  in  my  train, 
who  were  fo  interehing  and  of  fo  much  import- 
ance to  me,  having  plenty  of  every  thing, 
increafed  the  happinefs  of  my  fituation  by  the 
mofi:  agreeable  relaxations  and  the  mofl:  varied 
amufements.  Here  wretchcdnefs  and  fatigue 
w'ere  likely  to  be  my  conftant  companions;  and, 
though  free  from  the  apprehenfions  and  terror 
which  pervaded  my  whole  company,  I w’^as 
far  from  beholding  with  the  fame  eye,  as  in 
that  inftance,  thefe  new  favages,  affociated  with 
me  in  my  excurfions,  and  offering  to  fhare  in 
my  fatigue.  My  only  refource,  under  the 
3 prefent 
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prefent  circumftanccs,  was  to  proceed  to  i dif- 
tridl  lefs  parched  ; and  having  on  tliis  point 
interrogated  my  Houzouanas,  they  aflured  me, 
that,  by  following  the  chain  of  mountains,  we 
coLild  not  fail  to  find  both  water  and  paftu- 
rage. 

There  was  no  longer  occafion  to  hefitate. 

I gave  orders,  .therefore,  to  face  about ; and 
we  direded  our  courfe  along  the  edge  of  the 
mountains  that  bounded  us  on  the  call.  But 
the  road  we  had  to  travel  was  fo  covered  with 
Eones  and  interfeded  by  ravines,  that  we  fpent 
the  whole  day  in  advancing  fix  leagues,  and 
without  fo  much  as  once  halting,  notwith- 

t / 

ftanding  the  infupportable  heat  of  a fcorching 
fun,  as  we  could  find  neither  water  nor  fhelter 
by  the  way. 

I met  with  nothing  remarkable  during  this 
day’s  journey,  except  the  nefi:  of  an  oftrich, 
in  which  was  the  female  hatching  her  young.  ' 
Three  eggs,  depofited  on  the  bare  ground,  lay 
before  her  ; and  fhe  was  fitting  upon  nine 
others,  the  young  in  which  were  in  To  advan- 
ced a ftate  as  to  be  ready  to  burft  the  fliell. 

The  feparatlon  of  the  eggs  in  this  manner 
into  two  parcels,  near  to,  but  diftant  from 

each 
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■each  other,  is  a fa£l:  I have  alrearly  mentioned 

in  my  firft  travels ; but  the  v^ay  in  which  I 

accounted  for  it  has  been  contradicted.  There 

/ 

are  perfons  who  cannot  believe  that  the  oftrich 
places  eggs  before  her  neft,  to  ferve  as  food 
for  her  young  when  they  are  hatched.  So 
much  forefight  in  a bird,  which  we  have 
hitherto  thought  proper  to  confider  as  the 
emblem  of  ftupidity,  appears  to  them  an  im- 
probable fiction.  It  has  been  faid,  that,  before 
the  publication  of  my  travels,  no  naturalifi: 
ever  mentioned  the  circumftance  ; which  is  the 
fum  total  of  all  the  objections  they  can  make  ; 
and  I have  furely  no  need  to  fliew  its  futi- 

V 

lity,  fince,  as  naturalifts  have  fpoken  fo  dif- 
ferently on  other  points,  what  conclufion 
would  be  made  fhould  I affirm,  on  my  part, 
that  they  have  publiffied  nothing  but  falfehoods 
and  errors  ? 

I 

How  many  difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory, 
controverted  at  firft  on  account  of  their  no- 
velty, are  now  admitted  as  inconteftable  truths  ! 
AVhen  a traveller  thought  proper  to  fay,  that 
coral  was  not  a marine  production  of  the  vege- 
table kingdom,  but  a real  neft  conftruCted  by 
infeCls  ; and  when  Delifle,  on  his  return  from 
VoL.  in.  O China, 
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China,  advanced  that  ambergris  was  produced 
by  a whale,  and  gave  proofs  of  it,  were  there 
not  men,  your  clofet  iiaturallfts,  wdio  oppofeJ 
their  affertions  ? - . 

Let  us  not  believe  from  vague  report  every 
thing  indifcriminately.  Such  condudl  would 
by  no  means  accord  with  the  didlates  ot 
reafon.  Let  us  previoufly  examine  the  cre- 
dibility due  to  the  perfon  who  may  ad- 
vance new  fads,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in. 
fupport  of  them ; bat  let  us  not  rejed  them 
merely  becaufe  they  are  new^  The  more  we 
ftudy  nature,  the  more  w'c  flrall  difcover  cir- 
cumhances  which  it  will  be  impoffible  for  us 
to  explain.  But  how  many  daily  occur  before 
our  eyes,  which  w^e  even  never  think  of  exa- 
mining ! Let  thofe  writers  on  natural  hiftory, 
w'hofe  whole  feientihe  knowdedge  confifts  in 
reading  and  reafoning  from  books,  inform  me, 
for  example,  why  the  fwallow,  when  Its  nefi: 
is  deftroyed,  will  begin  ten  or  twelve  times  fuc- 
ceflively  to  rebuild  it  in  the  fame  place,  while 
indigenous  birds  abandon  theirs  as  foon  as  It 
lias  been  touched,  ajid  go  elfe where  to  con- 
ftrud  another. 

With  regard  to  the  eggs  fet  apart  by  the 
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oflrlch  for  tlie  firfl  noiirlfhinent  of  her  young, 
I can  quote,  in  fupport  of  my  aBertion,  the 
teftiinony  of  a celebrated  navigator,  de  Bou- 
gainville, who  had  failed  round  the  globe 
before  I even  thought  of  vifiting  Africa.  Hav- 
ing called  upon  me  to  fee  my  collection  of 
natural  hiftory,  after  the  publication  of  my 
firfl:  travels,  and  the  converfation  turning  upon 
what  I had  written  refpeCting  the  oitrich,  he 
told  me,  that  my  obfervation  was  ftriClly  cor- 
rect, that  he  had  every  where  met  with  proofs 
of  it,  and  that  he  had  refrained  from  being 
the  firfl;  to  publifli  it,  from  the  fear  that  his 
veracity  would  be  called  in  queftion.  This 
however  is  one  of  thofe  novelties  w^hich  ought 
to  be  made  known  by  men  capable  of  befto  wing 
on  them  credibility ; for  the  opinion  the  world 
has  formed  of  a man  is  often  indifpenfible  to 
the  giving  the  colour  of  truth  to  the  mofl:  un- 
queftionable  faCts. 

From  what  I have  here  had  occafio'n  to  fay 
tefpeCting  the  oftrich,  I flatter  myfelf  that  I 
fl:iall  be  pardoned  for  adding  a few  obferva- 
tions  mere  upon, the  fame  fubjeCl:. 

It  has  been  aflerted  by  a naturalifl:  to  whom 
fcience  is  much  indebted,  that  at  Senegal  this 
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bird  Hts  on  her  eggs  during  the  night  only  ^ 
and  that  flie  abandons  them  in  the  day  to  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  I do  not  know  whether  the 
beat  at  Senegal  be  greater  than  under  the  fame 
latitude  on  the  other  fide  of  the  equator,  nor 
whether  the  oftriches  of  the  former  are  fupe- 
rior  in  Inflind  to  thofe  of  the  latter  climate. 
But  from  the  Cape,  as  hir  as  the  twenty-fecond 
degree  of  latitude,  I have  foen  nefis ; and  I 
can  alfert,  that  I never  found  one  which  was 
not  covered  by  a male  ora  female,  unlefs,  from 
the  death  of  the  oftrlch  that  had  been  fitting  on 
them,  or  fome  other  particular  accident,  the 
eggs  had  been  totally  deferted. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  eggs,  the  fea^ 
fon  when  they  are  laid,  and  the  period  of  in- 
cubation, nothing  that  can  be  depended  on  is 
yet  known : for  thofe  who  have  traverfed 
Africa  prefent  us,  on  this  fubjed,  with  contra- 
didory  evidence  only,  the  uncertainty  of  which 
muil  neceffarily  embarrafs  the  naturalift. 

What  may  have  led  travellers  into  an  error 
is,  that  in  the  fame  diftrid  we  fee^  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  a female  which  has  begun 
to  lay,  young  oftriches  two  or  three  months 
old,  and  others  as  large  as  the  mother.  All 
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this  prefeiits  an  idea  of  diforder  In  the  fpecies, 
which  proceeds  from  two  caafes.  I (hall  fpeak 
of  the  firft  elfewhere,  as  it  is  common  to  all 
the  birds  of  Africa  ; and  content  myfelf  at  pre- 
fent  with  mentioning  the  fecond. 

Birds  of  the  fame  fpecies  copulate  generally 
at  the  fame  feafon,  and  confequently  ought 
all  to  produce  young  about  the  fame  period. 
Their  eggs,  however,  may  be  deftroyed,  and 
the  ^mother  obliged  in  confequence  to  lay  a • 
fecond,  and  even  perhaps  a third  fet ; and  it  is 
evident  that  there  will  then  be  young  fcarcely 
hatched,  while  others  will  have  attained  a con-r 
fid'erable  fize. 

This  is  the  cafe  with  the  oftrich.  She  gene- 
rally lays  ten  eggs ; but  thefe  eggs  are  much 
fought  after  by  the  favages,  who  confider  them 
as  dainties ; and,  when  they  difcover  them,  they 
never  fail  to  carry  them  away.  The  confe- 
quence is,  that  the  animal  is  retarded  in  laying, 
and  that  young  oftriches  are  reared  of  differ- 
ent ages.  If  a Hottentot  find  a neft  where 
incubation  is  not  yet  begun,  and  if  he  fiip- 
pofe  that  it  is  known  to  himfelf  only,  it  be- 
comes a treafure,  the  produce  of  which  he 
will  referve  for  a long  time. 

O 3 
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Iiiftccul  of  removing  the  eggs  all  at  once,  he 
takes  only  one  or  two,  convinced  that  the  fe^- 
male,  who  never  begins  to  fit  till  fhe  has  com- 
pleted her  number,  will  lay  again.  Two  days 
after  he  will  repeat  his  theft.  In  fhort,  if  he 
plunder  with  addrefs  and  precaution,  he  may 
caufe  her  to  lay  as  many  as  fifty  ; and  fome- 
times  even,  when  the  nefl  is  occupied  by  two 
or  three  oftriches  alfociated  together,  and  fit- 
ting in  company,  as  I have  feen  and  already 
mentioned,  he  may  procure  a flill  greater 
number. 

A naturalift  unacquainted  with  thefe  fad;s 

i 

may  eafily  beJed  into  an  error.  Accordingly, 
when  a favage  tells  him  that  he  has  taken  from 
an  oflrich’s  nefl  fixty  or  eighty  eggs,  and  per- 
haps more,  he  ought  thus  to  account  for  the 
circumflance,  and  not  imagine  that  there  is 
any  great  variation  in  the  number  laid  by  dif- 
lererit  individuals  of  this  fpecies.  But  I return 
to  my  camp. 

Scarcely  had  we  halted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  when  my  Houzouanas  haftened 
to  climb  them,  in  order  to  difcover  the  fires  of 
their  abfent  friends,  and  to  kindle  others  to  in- 
form them  where  they  might  be  found.  Their 
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fignals,  however,  were  equally  fruitlefs  as  be- 
fore ; but  thefe  adlive  people  had  carried  all 
my  leather  bottles  with  them  to  the  top  of  tlie 
mountains  ; and,  when  they  returned,  they 
brought  them  back  filled  with  frefh  water. 

On  my  departure  from  Orange-River,  I had 
provided  myfelf  with  a great  number  of  thefe 
bottles,  which  I had  caufed  to  be  made  of 
fheep’s  Ikins,  in  imitation  of  thofe  invented  by 
my  people  to  contain  the  oil  of  their  whale. 
They  w^ere  commonly  carried  by  the  women, 
either  on  their  backs,  affixed  to  a flrap,  or  fuf- 
pended  between  two  from  a fiick  which  each 
held  by  one  end  ; but  the  Houzouanas,  from 
the  time  they  formed  a part  of  my  caravan, 
were  fo  polite  as  to  eafe  the  women  of  this 
burden ; and,  while  they  accompanied  me,  thefe 
veffels  were  always  carried  by  them. 

The  chain  ofi  mountains  extended  in  a 
fouthern  diredion.  We  continued  our  journey 
for  two  whole  days  along  its  courfe  ; and  we 
every  where  found  pafture  for  our  cattle,  and 
wrater  in  the  rocks  for  ourfelves.  This  route, 
how'ever,  thwarted  the  defire  I had  of  pene- 
trating farther  to  the  weft,  thereby  to  approach 
the  borders  of  the  fea. 

O 4 
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To  the  weft,  before  me,  were 'other  moun- 
tains, the  chain  of  which,  more  confiderable 
ftill  than  that  we  had  followed,  loft  itfelf  on 
the  horizon,  and  by  its  diredion  was  likely  to 
condud  me  to  th<?  ocean,  where  I was  defirous 
of  ending  this  excurfion.  My  guides  aflured 
me  that  I fhould  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding 
courfe,  meet  both  with  pafture  and  water. 
They  added  too,  that  in  the  mountains  there 
were  feveral  hordes  with  whom  they  were  at 
prefent  in  amity  ; and  to  convince  me,  by  the 
favourable  reception  that  would  be  given  them 
by  thefe  hordes,  that  they  knew  how  to  con- 
ciliate and  retain  friends,  they  requefted  me  to 
purfue  this  courfe. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations  united,  I was 
induced  to  comply  with  their  defire.  However, 
before  I gave  orders  for  our  departure,  I wiflied 
to  know  how  far  we  had  to  travel.  For  this 
purpofe,  I afcended  one  of  the  peaks,  and,  efti- 
raating  the  diftance  between  the  two  chains,  I 
concluded  that  it  was  about  twenty-four  leagues. 
But  it  gave  me  great  uneafinefs  to  obferve,  that 
the  whole  plain  beneath  prefented  fcarcely  any 
thing  to  my  view  but  dry  fand ; that  it  contained 
very  little  verdure,  and  not  a Tingle  tree. 
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Withourprovifionsand  leather  bottles, wehad 
for  ourfelves  a fufficient  fupply  for  this  fatiguing 
jQUj'Qgy  j but  it  was  neceilary  that  our  cattle 
fliould  accomplifh  it  without  perhaps  either  eat- 
ing or  drinking.  Cattle  in  Europe,  if  condemned 
thus  to  fall  for  two  days  under  a fcorching  fun, 
in  a march  of  twenty-four  leagues,  and  through 
a horrid  defert,  would  undoubtedly  perilh  ; but 
ours,  accudomed  to  long  and  frequent  fatigue, 
were  capable  of  fupporting  it.  However,  to 
prepare  them  by  a little  reft,  I remained  en- 
camped two  days  ; and  employed  the  time  in 
hunting  excurfions,  in  which  we  killed  fe- 
veral  coudou  antelopes  and  a female  elephant, 
which  furnilhed  us  with  abundance  of  pro- 
vifion. 

On  the  day  appointed,  we  fet  out  early  in 
the  morning,  and  did  not  halt  till  nine  in  the 
evening,  My  cattle,  as  I expeded,  had  found 
by  the  way  no  water,  and  very  little  grafs; 
and,  aftcpfo  laborious  a journey,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  that  they  fiipuld  ftill  pafs  the  night 
without  food. 

With  regard  to  ourfelves,  the  Houzouanas 
had  been  fo  provident  as  to  fill  all  my  leather 
bottles  with  vrater  found  among  the  rocks;  but, 
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bavin?  been  beaten  about  the  whole  dav,  it  w^as 
as  w^ann  as  lie ; and,  as  it  had  contradled  too 
the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the  Ikins  in  which  it  was 
confined,  it  feeined  calculated  to  adt  rather 
as  an  emetic  than  to  refrefli  us  and  allay  our 
thirft. 

Fortunately  I had  faved  a few  jars  of  wine 
and  beer,  which,  having  become  four  by  the 
agitation  and  heat,  formed  excellent  vinegar. 
I poured  a few  fpoonfuls  of  it  among  the  water 
which  we  had  to  drink;  and  its  acidity,  by  cor- 
reding  the  difagreeable  tafte,  rendered  it  a more 
healthful  beverage. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  fires  tow'ards 
the  fouth-weft.  As  they  feemed  to  announce 
fome  of  thofe  hordes  of  whom  the  Houzouanas 
had  fpoken,  I gave  orders,  wdren  w^e  fet  out 
next  morning,  to  proceed  tow’ards  them. 

This  day ’^'journey  could  not  fail  of  being 
extremely  fatiguing  to  animals  which  had  not 
tailed  drink  for  twenty-four  hours  ; but  to  me 
it  was  more  fo  than  it  needed  to  have  been,  be- 
caufe,  having  left  the  caravan,  in  company 
with  Klaas,  to  purfuc  fome  pale-yellow-co- 
loured zebras  we  had  perceived  in  the  plain, 
we  Ipft  ourfelves  for  a time,  and  wandered  over 
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S' great  deal  of  ground  to  little  purpofe  before 
we  could  recover  our  way. 

Agreeably  to' the  rule  I had  laid  down  of 
fending  a few  perfons  before  me,  when  I ap- 
proached a new  horde,  to  inform  them  of 
my  arrival  and  conciliate  their  friendfhip,  I 
thought  proper  to  obferve  the  fame  practice  on 
the  prefent  occafion.  It  feemed  even  of  im- 
portance that  I fhould  choofe,  as  deputies  for 
that  purpofe,  fome  of  the  Houzouanas,  who 
had  boafted  of  being  the  friends  and  allies  of 
all  the  hordes  in  this  diftrid:.  But,  as  they  had 
told  me  they  were  now  at  peace  with  them,  I 
concluded  that  this  was  not  their  habitual  ftate; 
and  that,  confequently,  they  and  their  neigh- 
bours would  behave  to  each  other  with  referve. 
For  that  reafon  I was  unwilling  to  difpatcli 
any  of  the  Houzouanas.  So  much  intimacy 
appeared  to  me  fufpicious : not  that  I thought 
the  latter  capable  of  treachery  ; but  I was  afraid 
left  the  horde  fhould  be  prejudiced  againft  me, 
when  they  found  me  attended  by  fo  many 
followers,  and  faw  me  introduced  by  people 
who  were  certainly  more  dreaded  than  loved. 

To  fend  any  of  my  own  Hottentots  was 
impradicable,  If  they  went  alone,  they  could 

not 
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not  have  accompli fhed  the  object  of  their  mlf- 
fion  for  want  of  interpreters ; and  if  accom- 
panied by  Houzouanas,  the  inconvenience  of  a 
difagreeable  prepofleffion  ftill  fubfifted.  While 
under  this  uncertainty,  I had  only  one  courfe 
to  purfue  : to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  difpatch- 
ing  any  one  before  me — which  was  the  plan  I 
adopted.  About  nine  in  the  evening  wc  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  the  horde  ; and,  without  any 
preliminaries,  I immediately  encamped  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  hundred  paces. 

An  arrival  fo  abrupt  was  likely  to  fill  them 
with  alarm,  and  perhaps  inftantly  to  difperfe 
them.  But,  whatever  might  be  their  fear,  they 
had  been  rendered  incapable  of  flight  by  a very 
melancholy  misfortune.  A great  number  of 
them  had  already  fallen  a facrifice  to  a.pefti- 
lential  diforder ; and  thofe  who  remained  were 
ftill  attacked  by  it  as  well  as  their  cattle.  Co- 
vered with  ulcers  from  head  to  foot,  they  lay 
extended  in  their  huts,  and  exhaled  a cada- 
verous fmell  that  was  fcarcely  fupportable. 

This  peftilence,  they  faid,  had  firft  broken 
out  in  the  countries  towards  the  eaft,  where  its 
fpread  had  been  attended  with  dreadful  ravage  ; 
and  it  was  there  they  had  caught  the  infection. 

A few 
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A few  days  before,  fuch  of  the  horde  as  fup- 
pofed  themfelves  in  good  health  had  retired 
towards  the  foiith,  to  avoid  its  influence ; but 
the  difeafed  told  us  they  had  carried  the  feeds 
of  it  along  with  them;  and  that  it  would 
probably  fhow  itfelf  before  they  had  accom- 
plilhed  their  journey.  ^ 

I (hall  here  oblerve,  that  this  flight  may 
ferve  to  explain  fome  abfurd  alTertions  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  certain  ill-informed  tra- 
vellers. Savage  nations,  according  to  their  ac- 
count, when  emigrating  or  on  journeys,  aban- 
don fuch  old  and  infirm  perfons  as  are  not  in 
a condition  to  follow  them.  This  is  a ca- 
lumny founded  upon  an  error,  which  the  fa£t 
above  related  may  ferve  to  re<ftify. 

The  horrid  fpedacle  we  had  before  our  eyes 
filled  with  much  alarm  my  whole  caravan, 
and,  above  all,  my  Greater  Nimiquas,  who, 
mofl  fufceptible  of  terror,  becaufe  the  mofl: 
timid  and  pufillanimous  of  the  company,  had 
befides  fome  experience  of  this  plague,  which 
they  had  feen  fpread  itfelf  among  their  nation, 
and  with  the  effeds  of  which  they  were  con- 
fequently  acquainted. 

They  declared  to  me  that,  if  I did  not  alter 
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my  route,  they  would  quit  ,me  the  next  morri- 
ing  ; that  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the 
Boflimen  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of  fo 
horrid  a death,  which  they  conlidered  as  ine- 
vitable ; and  that,  after  all,  it  might  be  poITible 
for  them  to  efcape  the  BoQ:nneii  by  travelling 
in  the  night. 

For  once,  their  terror  appeared  to  me  to  be 
well  founded.  I was  not  free  myfelf  from  appre- 
henfion ; and  1 certainly  had  as  little  defire  as 
they  to  expofe  myfelf  to  a difeafe  which  in 
three  days  might  involve  us  in  general  de- 
ftrudion., 

I gave  notice,  therefore,  that  next  morning 
,at  fun-rife  I fliould  decamp  ; and,  in  the  mean 
tirne,  I took.fuch  precautions  as  I conceived  to 
be  neceffary  for  our  prefervation  ; as  polling 
ourfelves  to  the  windward,  kindling  fires 
around  us  during  the  night,  and,  above  all,- 
guarding  our  cattle,  to  prevent  them  from  ap- 
proaching thofe  of  the  horde,  left  they  fhould 
catch  the  infedion.  ‘Next  morning,  having 
fent  fome  tobacco  to  the  fick,  giving  orders  to 
thofe  who  carried  it,  to  depofit  it  at  a diftance 
from  the  huts,  and  ftridly  charging  them  to 
accept  of  nothing  in  return,  I made  the  ftgnal 
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for  departing ; and  '\ve  fet  out  with  a refolu- 
tion  of  advancing  due  eaft,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  infedion,  which  adlually  prevailed  in  the 
quarter  in  which  we  had  been  already  tra- 
velling* 

We  now  regretted  that  we  had,  two  days 
before,  quitted  the  eaflern  chain  of  mountains, 
and  were  defirous  of  returning ; but  it  was  im~ 
poflible,  without  making  a long  journey  and 
fubjeding  ourfelves  to ‘new  and  extreme  fa- 
tigue, to  effed  it.  Our  good  fortune,  however, 
fent  us  an  abundant  rain,  which  comforted  and 
refrefhed  my  cattle. 

Notwithftanding  this  relief,  as,  befides  their 
burdens,  they  had  to  carry  my  people  alfo, 
and  as  they  travelled  thirteen  leagues  without 
flopping  more  than  an  hour  or  two,  they  ar- 
rived very  much  exhaufted.  I was  even 
obliged  to  leave  two  of  them  by  the  way ; 
but  luckily,  having  been  revived  by  the  rain 
and  a little  repofe,  they  followed  us  to  the 
camp  during  the  night. 

Of  all  my  attendants,  the  Houzouanas  alone 
flill  retained  fome  courage  and  flrength  : as  to 
the  reft,  little  accuftomed  to  extraordinary  fa- 
■ tigue,  and  ill  calculated  to  endure  it,  they  were 
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quite  worn  out.  They  dragged  themfelveS 
along  with  great  difficulty,  and  were  obliged 
. in  turns  to  ride  upon  the  oxen.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas,  with  their  eyes  funk  and  a de- 
jected air,  had  fcarcely  flrength  to  utter  a 
w'ord ; but,  though  they  did  not  fpeak,  their 
filence  every  moment  announced  the  regret 
they  felt  at  having  engaged  to  follow  me.  In 
ffiort,  whoever  had  feen  my  caravan  would 
have  taken  it  for  one  of  thofe  flying  hofpitals 
that  ufually  follow  in  the  rear  of  an  army. 

The  animals  themfelves,  extenuated  by 
long  fading  and  long  marches,  ffiared  in  the 
general  dejedion.  My  horfes  were  lame ; and, 
as  it  was  impoffible  to  ufe  them,  I had  been 
obliged  to  travel  on  foot.  I have  already  re- 
marked, that  fuch  was  the  fatigue  of  my  oxen, 
that  I had  been  forced  to  abandon  two' of  them. 
The  feet  of  my  dogs  were  abfolutcly  fore  and 
covered  with  blood.  They  were  not  only 
become  indifferent  refpeding  the  purfuit  of 
game,  but  faw  it  rife  before  them  without  ftir- 
ring  fo  much  as  a ftep  to  follow  it.  I could 
not,  as  formely,  place  them  in  my  waggons  5 
for  I had  none.  It  was  a truly  affeding  fpec- 
tacle  to  fee  the  limping  manner  in  which  they 
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walked.  From  time  to  time  they  flopped  to 
lick  their  feet ; but  this  momentary  relief,  by 
fofteriing  the  fkin,  rendered  them  flill  more 
painful. 

The  night  was  attended  with  no  other  event 
% 

than  the  difcovery  of  fome  fires,  which  we  ob- 
ferved  before  us  on  the  mountains,  and  whi'ch 
Were  prodiuflive  of  joy  as  they  awakened  our 
hopes.  My  Houzouanas  in  particular  teftified 
their  fatisfadion,  conceiving  at  firfl;  that  they 
were  fignals  made  by  their  companions ; but 
having  looked  attentively,  without  diftinguifli- 
ing  in  thefe  fires  their  own  language  and  cha- 
raders,  they  agreed  in  confidering  them  as  kin- 
dled by  forae  neighbouring  horde  with  whom 
they  were  unacquainted. 

The  fleep  and  repofe  of  a fingle  night  were 
not  fufficient  to  reftore  flrength  to  people  fo 
much  haraffed  as  mine.  Accordingly  in  the 
morning,  they  all  conu)lained  that  they  were 
not  able  to  ftand  upright ; and  I thought,  for 
a moment,  that  1 fhould  have  been  obliged  to 
remain  in  the  place  where  I had  encamped. 
Having,  however,  reprefented  to  them  that  it 
W'ould  require  only  a day’s  journey  to  reach 
VoL.  III.  P the  , 
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the  mountains  and  the  horde  whofe  fires  we 
had  feen,  and  promifed  that  I would  halt  there 
for  fome  days,  to  give  them  time  to  reft  them- 
felves,  they  refumed  courage  and  recovered 
the  ufe  of  their  legs. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  horde.  My  oxen 
and  dogs,  having  fcented  iome  water,  inftantly 
quitted  us,  and  proceeded  as  faft  as  they  could 
to  the  kraal,  without  its  being  in  our  power  to 
check  or  recall  them.  Their  fmell  had  not  de- 
ceived them.  They  found  fome  wells;  but, 
as  they  were  fliut,  they  could  only  fnuff  the 
vapours  around  without  being  able  to  quench 
their  thirft.  , f, 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  how  great  muft 
have  been  the  furprife  of  the  horde  at  the 
appearance  of  all  thefe  animals.  Their  fur- 
prife, however,  was  converted  into  alarm  when 
they  beheld  my  whole  party,  and  obferved  near 
them  a large  body  of  thofe  Houzouanas  fo 
much  dreaded,  with  a white  man  in  the  raidft 
of  them,  lefs  formidable  perhaps,  but  ftill  more 
terrifying  to  a people  who  had  never  feen  be- 
fore a perfon  of  his  colour.  Aftcnifhed  and 

ftupehed 


rtupefied  by  the  fped:acle,  they  had  neither  the 
ftrength  to  fly  nor  the  aflhrance  to  advance  to- 
wards us. 

To  free  them  from  this  painful  ftate,  I drew 
near ; and,  without  feeming  to  perceive  their 
embarraffment,  caufed  my  interpreters  to  aflc 
them  if  they  had  among  them  any  perfons  in- 
fedted  with  the  malady  which  had  driven  us 
from  the  weftern  mountains.  My  queftion 
filled  them  with  terror.  They  were  acquaint- 
ed by  experience,  as  well  as  my  Nimiquas, 
with  its  devaftations  ; but  at  that  time  they 
were  not  attacked  by  it ; and,  upon  receiving 
their  anfwer,  I inftantly  ordered  my  camp  to 
be  formed  near  them. 

During  the  laft  four  days,  my  animals  had 
travelled  more  than  forty  leagues  without  taft- 
ing  water  or  food,  except  once  at  the  difeafed 
horde.  I found  pafturage,  however,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  prefent  encampment; 
and  I propofed,  according  to  my  promife,  to 
halt  foine  days  in  order  to  give  time  to  my 
whole  caravan  to  recover  their  ftrength.  On 
this  account,  I was  defirous  of  ellablifliing  an 
intercourfe  with  the  new  horde  and  conciliating 
their  friendlhip.  This,  however,  appeared  at 

P 2 , firfl: 


31  i 


TRAVELS  IN 


iiril  to  be  a matter  of  fume  difficulty.  Nei-^ 
ther  ill  the  afternoon  nor  in  the  evening  had  a 
liiigle  perfoii  of  the  kraal  approached  my  camp; 
and  liie  fentiments  which  this  condu(ft  an- 
nounced furprifed  me  tlie  more,  as  no  favage 
/ nation  had  ever  behaved  towards  me  in  the 
fame  manner.  Were  they  afraid  of  me,  of 
tlie  Houzouanas,  or  of  the  inledious  diftem- 

t 

per  prevailing  in  the  canton  from  which  w'c 
had  come  ? 'I'his  quellion  I cannot  refolve  : 
but  their  keeping  at 'a  difiance  betrayed  fufpi- 
cion  at  leafl; ; and  this  fufpicion  was  fo  great, 
that,  during  the  night,  they  deliberated  whe- 
ther they  Ihould  not  retire  to  the  mountains. 

Klaas,  who  fought  every  opportunity  to 
ferve  and  affift  me,  having  gone  cut  at  break 
of  day  to  make  oblervations,  came  to  commu- 
nicate' to  me  an  important  remark.  The  horde 

was  very  confiderable  : and  yet  he  had  feen 
•»  ^ ^ 

only  a fmall  number  of  cattle,  incapable 
of  fupplying  food  to  fo  many  individuals. 

Hence  he  concluded  that  they  had  removeei 

# 

or  concealed  the  greater  part  of  their  herds : a 
conjediure  that  appeared  to  be  w'ell  founded ; 
but  the  condud;  cf  thefe  fivages  afflided  more 
than  it  ailoninied  me. 

Defirous, 
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Defirous,  if  poflible,  to  put  an  end  to  it,  I 
alTcmbled  the  Houzouanas,  prefcribed  to  them 
the  condu(5l  which  I whhed  them  to  obferve 
towards  the  horde,  and  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  if  they  gave  occafion  for  the  flight- 
eft  complaint,  they  would  not  only  forfeit  my 
friendfhip,  but  that  I would  unite  with  the 
horde  to  exterminate  them  even  to  the  laft 
man.  They  proteded  that  they  would  ftridtly 
adhere  to  what  they  had  promifed ; and  I 
muft  here  repeat,  that  during  the  whole  of 
their  ftay  with  me,  they  never  once  failed  in 
their  engagements. 

Being  perfedly  eafy  in  regard  to  the  Hour 
zouanas,  my  next  bufmefs  was  to  remove  the 
diftruft  of  the  horde;  and  with  this  view  I 
repaired,  without  a finglc.  attendant,  indantly 
to  the  kraal.  The  confidence  which  this  ftep 
announced  on  my  part  diffipated  their  fears, 
and  prelently  there  w'as  eftabliflicd  between  us 
a perfed  union.  Their  flocks  and  herds  re- 
appeared. In  the  evening  they  came  to  my 
camp  with  fome  milk  ; and  they  brought  me 
even  a few  fheep,  for  which  I paid  them  libe- 
rally In  tobacco.  I bought  alfo  five  oxen  and 
four  cows,  which  I immediately  delivered  to 
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the  Houzoiianas,  thereby  fuliilling  the  engage- 
ment into  which  I.  had  entered  with  them. 
In  fhort,  the  whole  horde  came  the  next 
morning,  with  the  utmoft  cordiality  and  kind- 
nefs>  to  vifit  me. 

To  ftrengrheri  thefe  fentiments  of  frater- 
nity, I propofed  a grand  hunting  party,  to 
which  every  perfon  fliould  be  admitted  with- 
out exception.  We  killed  on  this  occafion 
abundance  of  antelopes  ; and,  in  the  dillribu- 
tion  of  the  game,  I gave,  as  will  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  a liberal  fupply  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  horde. 

The  reft  which  my  cattle  enjoyed  during 
my  abode  with  thefe  people,  and  the  excel- 
lent pafturage  which  they  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, foon  reftored  them  to  their  former 
condition.  There  was  nothing,  therefore, 
to  retard  my  departure ; and  I was  under  the 
lefs  uneafmefs  refpeding  my  future  route,  as 
the  BoJJmens  grafs^  every  where  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mountains,  \vas  in  full  bloom. 

Before  I quitted  the  horde,  I wilhed  to  do 
them  a farther  kindnefs;  and  I propofed  that 
they  fhould  enter  into  a treaty  of  peace  and 

f^Iljance  with  the  Houzouanas : a treaty  at 
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which  neither  crowned  heads  nor  ambafladors 
would  aflift  ; but  which,  by  a pledge  fimple 
and  patriarchal,  might  be  maintained  as^^invio- 
late,  and  rendered  perhaps  more  durable, 
than  by  the  pompous  words  humanity ,.juRice, 
and  honour,  fo  often  employed  to  malk  per- 
fidy and  falfehood.  The  ITouzouanas  offered 
to  accede  to  it ; and  the  other  party  were  too 
much  intercfted  in  its  conclufion  not  to  con- 
lent  alfo.  The  pledge  was  an  ox  and  two 
ffbeep,  which  the  horde  gave  to  the  Houzou- 
anas ; and  the  two  nations  promifed  to  be 
friends,  or  rather  one  of  the  two  engaged  to 
live  at  peace  with  the  other. 

Upon  quitting  the  horde,  we  continued  our 
march  for  nine  miles  together  without  halting, 
following  the  finuofities  of  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains ; and,  juff  as  it  was  dark,  arrived  at  a 
fpring  containing  water  fufficient  to  form  a 
rivulet,  which  was  overffiaded  by  mimofas. 
We  had  fcarcely  approached  it  when  we  were 
fuddenly  alarmed  by  a loud  noife.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  a herd  of  wild  animals,  which, 
having  taken  up  their  ftation  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivulet,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  us  be- 
took themfelves  to  flight. 
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Oefirous  of  knowing  with  what  neighbours 
or  what  enemies  we  had  to  deal,  I procured  a 
light,  and  perceived  through  the  fmoke  that 
the  fugitives  were  elephants.  By  our  fires, 
however,  and  by  difcbarging  a few  volleys 
from  time  to  time,  we  foon  got  rid  of  them, 
and  pafied  the  night  in  tolerable  quiet. 

When  day  appeared,  I found  that  the  chain 
of  mountains  altered  its  direction,  and  ftretched 
to  the  weft  till  it  difappeared  from  the  view. 
My  firft  plan  had  been  to  advance  to  that 
quarter ; but  I could  not,  at  prefent,  perfeverc 
in  it,  without  expofing  myfelf  and  people  to 
the  danger  of  that  horrid  peftiience  which 
ravaged  the  country.  I confulted,  therefore, 
my  Houzouanas  as  to  what  route  remained  by 
which  to  reach  Fifh-River ; for,  eventually, 
it  was  there  I Avifhed  to  arive,  and  if  was 
there  alfo  they  had  agreed  to  condud  me. 

. My  demand  could  not  fail  to  give  them  la- 
tisfadlion,  fince,  by  putting  it  in  their  power 
to  guide  me  to  the  river  by  the  fiiorteft  road, 
they  would  be  the^  fooner  able  to  difeharge 
their  engagement,  and  the  fooner  at  liberty  to 

go  in  fcaich  of  their  companions,  and  return 
to  their  home. 
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They  replied,  tliat  the  river  was  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountains  behind  us ; that  if 
1 would  truft  myfelf  to  their  care,  and  agree 
to  crofs  the  chain,  they  would  in  two  days 
bring  me  to  its  banks  j that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  defiles,  through  which  they 
pledged  themfelves  to  convey  my  baggage  in 
perfect  fafety ; and  that  the  firft  day,  perhaps, 
would  enable  me  to  judge  whether  they  were 
people  who  knew  how  to  difeharge  their  pro- 
mifes. 

For  myfelf,  having  found  them  hitherto  tena- 
cious of  their  word,  I had  no  doubt  of  their 
fidelity,and  rerolved,wlth  the  fulleftconfidence, 
to  give  myfelf  up  to  their  diredion.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  cafe  with  my  people.  Their 
alarm  revived,  and  they  again  imagined  them- 
felves loft.  The  Greater  Nimiquas,  a timid 
race,  incapable  of  adion  in  the  time  of  danger, 
and  always  ready  to  be  frightened  at  fhadows, 
were  ftill  the  firft  to  difleminate  terror.  The 
fires  which  the  Houzouanas  every  evening 
kindled  on  the  eminences  around  us,  had  been 
to  them  an  objed  of  continual  dread.  In  their 
opinion,  they  were  fignals  made  to  call  in 
other  marauders,  and  give  them  notice  of  the 

moment 
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moment  when  they  were  to  attack  us.  Tliat 
moment  they  faid  was  approaching  ; for  they 
were  fure,  when  led  into  the  impafl'able  defiles 
of  the  mountains,  that  we  fliould  all  one  after 
another  be  maflacred. 

' I hough  this  terror  appeared  to  me  abfurd, 
I could  employ  no  argument  to  remove  it 
but  the  favourable  opinion  1 entertained  of  the 
Houzouanas.  However,  before  I undertook 
fo  hazardous  a journey,  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  which  w^ere  unknown  to  us,  I con- 
ceived it  prudent  to  learn  whether  I could 
depend  upon  any  of  my  people,  and  whether 
the  fear  inanifefted  by  the  Kimiquas  was  gene- 
ral in  my  camp. 

I thought  proper,  therefore,  to  interrogate 
Klaas,  the  moft  faithful  and  mofi;  lagacious  of 
all  my  troop,  and  who,  on  that  account, 
was  become  my  counfellor  and  friend.  1 afked 
him  if,  during  his  intercourfe  with  the  Hou- 
zouanas, and  the  many  opportunities  he  mull 
have  had  of  obferving  their  condudl,  he  had 
feen  any  thing  that  ought  to  infpire  me  wdth 
diftruft  refpedting  their  propofal ; any  thing 
tiiat  fhould  lead  me  to  apprehend  that,  by 
means  of  their  fignals,  they  had  kept  up  a 
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correfpondence  with  their  friends,  and  in- 
tended to  entice  us  among  the  mountains, 
where,  having  feparated  us  from  each  other,  . 
it  would  be  eafy  for  them  to  deftroy  us. 

Klaas,  fo  far  from  being  intimidated,  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  me  with  greater  confi- 
dence.  He  juftly  obferved,  that  the  Houzou- 
anas,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
conduded  thenifelves,  had  fufficiently  proved 
that  they  could  have  harboured  againft  us  no 
perfidious  defign ; that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
journey,  inftead  of  walking  and  confulting  to- 
gether, they  always  intermixed  with  the  com- 
pany, were  always  the  firft  to  give  me  every 
affiftance  in  their  power,  to  look  after  my  cat- 
tle, to  fhare  in  the  labours  of  my  camp,  to 
brave  the  greated;  fatigue  in  order  to  fetch 
water  from  the  ffeepeH:  rocks ; that  as  to  thfe 
fires,  fo  alarming  to  my  people,  they  were  the 
fam.e  as  thofe  we  had  feen  kindled  at  a dlftance 
previous  to  our  arrival,  and  by  no  means  fig- 
pals  defigned  to  injure  us ; in  ihort,  that,  at  all 
events,  it  v/ould  be  moft  prudent  to  ad  as 
ufual,  and  not  by  a diiFerent  behaviour  give 
them  rcafon  to  fufped  that  we  were  afraid  of 
pr  wifhed  tp. avoid  them. 
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This  language,  from  a man  fo  obfervant, 
faithful,  and  intrepid,  fixed  my  refolution.  It 
was  of  little  importance  tome,  whether  the 
Nimiquas  and  others  of  the  fame  chara6ter 
were  afraid  or  not,  or  whether  they  followed 
me  or  ftaid  behind.  I was  determined  to  pur- 
fue  the  route  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  and  to  abandon  myfelf  entirely  to 
their  direction,  Befides,  I was  certain  that, 
when  I fet  out,  my  poltroons  would  infallibly 
accompany  me;  which  was  really  the  cafe.' 

None  but  a nation,  a(ftive  and  indefatigable 
as  the  Houzouanas,  would  have  attempted  to 
crofs  thefe  mountains,  or  have  fucceeded  in 
their  enterprife.  For  my  part,  I foon  found 
fo  many  obftacles  and  embarraffments,  that, 
unattended  by  fuch  guides,  I freely  confefs  I 
fhould  have  confidered  the  undertaking  as  the 
height  of  folly,  and  given  inftant  orders  to  qjy 
people  to  return. 

The  Houzouanas  themfelves  had  even  ex- 
pected this  ; and  they  endeavoured,  in  every 
poffible  way,  to  animate  and  encourage  us. 

I faw  them  run  on  before,  afcend  the  higheft 
peaks  to  difcover  the  eafieft  paflages,  and  re-  , 
turn  alertly  to  point  them  out  to  us.  They 
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cared  not  about  doubling  their  fatigue,  pro- 
vided they  could  fave  us  from  any  difficulty  ; 
and  they  difplayed  fo  much  intelligence,  fo 
much  zeal  and  attachment,  that,  from  mere 
admiration  of  their  condu6l,  I was  almoft  in- 
fenfiblc  to  the  painful  and  diftreffing  labour  of 
our  march. 

It  was  the  fame  with  our  animals.  As  my 
people  were  not  in  a condition  to  attend  them, 
I was  obliged  to  commit  them  entirely  to  the 
care  of  thefe  guides  ; and  they  fhewed  the 
fame  fidelity  in  regard  to  this  part  of  my  cara- 
van as  to  ourfelves.  Whilfl  feme  dirc(5ted 
us  acrofs  the  ravines,  the  narrow  defiles  and 
fiflures,  others  were  employed  in  conducting 
our  loaded  oxen  over  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains. From  the  bottom  of  the  rocks  which 
we  were  climbing,  we  could  hear  them  above 
us  encouraging  them  by  their  cries  j and  the 
nolfe  it  occafioned,  the  firfi;  of  the  kind  per- 
haps that  had  ever  difturbed  thefe  folitudes, 
was  re-echoed  from  the . furrounding  cliffs. 
The  wild  animals  were  frightened  by  it.  I faw 
antelopes,  hysenas,  and  even  tigers,  flying  from 
us  at  a diftance,  and  repairing  to  their  retreats. 
The  vulture  too  winged  his  way  in  the  air, 
V 2 abandon- 
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abandoning  his  iifual  afylum/  and  replying  to 
the  bellowing  of  my  animals  by  the  moft  hor- 
rid croaking. 

Situated  as  we  were,  the  vicinity  of  ferocious 
beafts'  gave  me  no  little  uneafinefs.  Being 
neceffarily  feparated  by  the  riiggednefs  of  the 
place,  we  were  perfedfly  unable  to  affift  each 
other,  and  had  therefore  every  thing  to  appre- 
hend in  cafe  of  attack.  When  obliged  to  pafs- 
through  a narrow  and  deep  defile,  we  were  ex- 
pofed  to  a danger  of  another  kind.  Enclofed* 
between  rocks  piled  one  upon  another,  and 
which  fometimes  rofe  perpendicularly  to  the 
height  of  more  than  two  hundred  feet,  we  ran 
the  rifle  of  being  crufhed  to  atoms  by  the  fall 
of  fome  fragment,  detached  by  thofe  who  were 
marching  above  us.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
dangers,  and  others  created  by  their  imagina- 
tions, my  poltroons  were  by  no  means  at  their 
eafe.  Confternation  was  painted  in  tlieir  , 
countenances.  They  walked  along  in  pro- 
found filence,  but  with  emotions  of  dif(]uietude. 
at  the  fame  time  that  announced  unequivo- 
cally the  ftate  of  their  minds. 

A.t  length,  by  dint  of  clambering,  we  gained 
the  fummit  of  the  chain;  which  the  hrll  parry  of 
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iny  people  had  nofooner  reached,  than,  calling 
their  eyes  downwards  to  the  plain  below,  they 
fliouted  for  joy,  as  if  they  had  efcaped  a fliip- 
wreck . 

We  all  flocked  together,  and  the  joy  became 
general.  The  Houzoiianas  fliared  in  the  ex- 
ultation, and  pointed  out  to  me  with  fingular’ 
delight  the  v/indings  of  the  river  in  the  plain, 
and  the  trees  with  which  its  banks  were  bor- 
dered. My  people  began  to  be  aflramed  of  the 
fufpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the  fidelity 
of  thefe  men  ; and  prefently  their  confidence 
was  fo  great  ,as  almofl:  to  dlfpel  evpy  fliadovv. 
of  unealinefs. 

It  now  remained  for  us  to  defcend  the 
mountain  ; and  we  eixpedled  here  a repetitioa 
of  the  fatigues  which  we  had  already  experi- 
enced in  afcending  it : but,  befides  that,  the 

/ s 

pleafure  of  approaching  the  end  of  our  jour- 
ney could  not  fail  to  foften  them,  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  that  they  would  he  much 
foonerat  an  end,  becaufe,  the  level  of  the  river 
being  higher  than  the  plain  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  the  fpace  to  be  palled  over  was  a great 
deal  fhorter ; and  we  found  alfo,  at  a certain 
diflaace  from  the  fummit,  a convenient  flatlon 

for 
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for  halting.  It  was  a verdant  and  delightful 
valley,  watered  by  a rivulet ; and  it  appeared 
the  more  agreeable,  as  amidft  thefe  hideous 
mountains  we  had  feen  before  nothing  but 
objects  of  horror. 

At  fight  of  this  charming  valley,  my  peo- 
ple forgot  all  their  pad.  fatigues,  and  were 
equally  regardlefs  of  thofe  that  were  to  come. 
The  vicinity  even  of  tigers,  which  had  fo 
much  frightened  them,  no  longer  engaged 
their  thoughts.  They  all  joined  in  requefting 
that  I would  flop,  and  allow  them  to  pafs  the 
night  in  this  delightful  fpot ; to  which  I con- 
fented  the  more  readily,  as  it  afforded  excel- 
lent water  for  ourfelves  and  very  good  paflu- 
rage  for  my  cattle. 

While  my  camp  was  preparing,  I afcend- 
ed  the  rivulet,  to  recreate  myi'elf  with  the 
beauties  of  its  banks.  After  a few  windings 
I arrived  at  a rock,  hollowed  in  the  fliape  of  a^ 
grotto,  where  the  dream  took  its  rife,  and 
where  its  cool  limpid  water  formed  a bafon. 
A^nd  heie,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  I could  not 
redd:  the  temptation  of  enjoying  the  pleafure 
of  the  bath. 

This  relief  comforted  and  refrefhed  me  ; 

and 
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^.nd  I quitted  the  grotto,  after  leaving  my  name 
infcribed  on  that  virgin  rock,  which  before 
had  perhaps  never  been  vifited  by  human 
being. 

In  the  night  the  Houzouanas  ran  to  my  tent, 
with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  to  inform 
me,  that  they  had  at  length  perceived  the  fig- 
nals  of  their  comrades ; and  they  pointed  out 
to  me,  in  the  north-weft  point  of  the  horizon, 
fires,  which  they  faid  were  made  by  one  of 
their  hordes,  and  which  they  had  anfwered* 
letting  the  horde  know  that  they  would  join 
it  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day  but  one. 

Had  my  company  been  lefs  numerous,  I 
M^ould  gladly  have  remained  a week  by  this 
delightful  brook,  and  near  the  cool  grotto  with 
which  I had  been  fo  much  pleafed.  But  moft 
of  my  people  were  eager  to  return  home  ; the 
river  they  had  in  view  increafed  their  impa- 
tience ; and  the  next  morning  they  Oiowed 
as  much  ardour  for  departing,  as  they  had  ex- 
prefted  unwillingnefs  the  day  before  to  quit 
the  brook.  Accordingly  I aftented  . to  their 
wifti  ; and  about  noon  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  much-defired  river,  without  meeting 
VoL.  III.  with 
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with  the  leaft  accident  in  the  arduous  paflage 
of  the  mountains. 

I'he  Greater  Niiniquas  now  began  to 
breathe,  and  to  recover  from  their  fright.  The 
firft  day  of  our  expedition,  tliey  preferved  a 
gloomy  hlcnce,  and  were  penfive  and  melan- 
choly, as  if  leading  to  execution.  On  the  fe- 
cond,  when  they  perceived  the  plain,  their 
brows  began  to  unbend  a little,  and  I perceived 
they  had  acquired  fuflicient  confidence  to 
whifper  each ‘other  in  the  ear.  But  when,  ar- 
rived at  the  river,  they  breathed  their  native 
air,  and  faw  again  a country  they  knew, 
cheerfulnefs  and  a ftnfe  of  fecurity  overfpread 
their  countenances,  and  they  recovered  for  the 
firh  time  their  fpeech  and  their  wonted  looks. 
You  would  have  faid,  that,  being  on  their  own 
dunghill,  they  no  longer  feared  thofe  terrible 
Houzouanas,  in  whofe  company  they  had  fo 
trembled. 

The  next  morning  the  Houzouanas  an- 
nounced to  me,  that  they  fliould  depart  and 
join  their  comrades.  1 had  nothing  more  to 
■ afic  of  them,  as  they  had  performed  their  pro- 
mife : yet  I was  net  willing  that  thefe  faith- 
ful 
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ful  and  intrepid  guides  fliould  leave  me,  with- 
'out  giving  them  foine  teftimony  of  my  facif- 
fadlion  and  gratitude  ; but  1 was  in  doubt  what 
would  be  moil  agreeable  to  them. 

My  (lock  of  tobacco  was  fo  diininiilied, 
that  I had  been  obliged  for  fome  time  to  be 
ftrid;ly  economical  in  my  diftributions:  befides, 
thefe  fober  men,  leading  a wandering  life  at 
fuch  a diftance  from  the  colony,  are  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do  without  it,  that  the  want  of  it 
cofts  them  little.  On  glafs  beads  they  fet 
fcarcely  any  value.  What  would  have  been 
moft  acceptable  to  them  was  a knife  : but  I had 
not  much  more  than  half-a-dozen  left,  and  of 
Courfe  I could  not  give  one  to  each.  I re- 
folved,  therefore,  to  diftribute  four  among 
them  ; and,  that  no  one  might  have  reafon  to 
be  diffatisfied,  I propofed  that  they  fliould  flioot 
at  a mark,  and  that  the  four  who  came  nearefl: 
to  it  fliould  each  have  a knife. 

This  exercife  w'^as  a fort  of  feftival  for  my 
caravan.  For  my  owm  part,  exclufive  of  the 
amufement  I expcded  from  it,  it  wmuld  teach 
me,  from  their  addrefs  in  handling  their  arms, 
how  far  the  Houzouanas  were  formidable ; 
and  I fliould  fix  in  their  memories  an  event, 

0^2  which 
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which  would  give  them  reafou  to  talk  oF  me 
for  a long  time,  and  make  me  known  to  their 
nation,  if,  as  I hoped,  I fliould  reviht  it. 

My  propofal  was  received  with  a fhout  of 
joy.  The  Elottentot  alone  appeared  dilTatisfied 
with  it,  becaufe,  confcious  he  was  the  lead  ex-  , 
pert  markfman,  he  defpaired  of  obtaining  a 
prize.  If  I had  received  fervices  from  the 
Houzouanas,  I w^as  more  indebted  lor  thefe 
fervices  to  their  natural  difpofition  than  to  him, 
who,  being  a ftranger  lately  fettled  in  the  horde, 
could  have  little  influence  with  regard  to  their 
treatment  of  me.  Yet,  as  he  had  been  ufefnl 
to  me  in  the  charadter  of  an  interpreter,  and  as 
it  was  he  who  had  principally  given  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  nation,  I conceived  that  I owed 
him  fome  acknowledgment,  and  therefore 

• promifed  him  a knife. 

Our  fire-arms  are  fo  certain,  in  confequence 

I 

of  their  fight  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  pointed  at  an  objed,  that  in  reality 
it  is  almoft  a dligrace  to  a man  not  to  be  dex- 
terous in  the  ufe  of  them.  It  is  not  fo  with  the 
bow  ; and,  unlefs  the  favage  flioot  at  an  objeT 
perpendicularly  over  his  head,  the  fuiileer  has 
an  infinite  advantage  over  him,  particularly  if 

the 
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the  at  which  lie  aims  be  fituated  in  an 

horizontal  dire<flion. 

In  this  cafe,  unlefs  the  diftancebe  very  fhort, 
the  arrow  cannot  go  point-blank  to  the  mark  ; 
but,  to  hit  it,  muft  defcribe  a parabola,  to  de- 
termine the  elements  of  which  requires  a com- 
plicated calculation. 

Another  necelfary  point  to  be  confidercd  is, 
the  exadt  force  that  muft  be  given  to  the  ar- 
row, that  it  may  neither  go  beyond  nor  fall 
fliort  of  the  mark. 

finally,  a third  indlfpenfable  circumftance 
to  be  known  is  the  altitude  of  the  curve,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  compound  refult  of  the  force  and 
diftance. 

To  explain  myfelf  more  dearly  : — Suppofe 
the  mark  be  a hundred  and  fifty  feet  diftance"; 
in  this  cafe  the  Icfs  radius  of  the  parabola, 
whatever  be  its  extent,  muft  have  one  third  of 
the  length  of  the  greater  diameter ; or,  in  other 
words,  the  moft  elevated  point  of  the  courfe  of 
the  arrow  muft  be  fifty  feet.  It  is  neceftary 
too,  that  this  point  divide  the  diameter  of  the 
diftance  nearly  into  two  equal  parts ; fince,  if 
the  arrow  furmount  this  point,  it  will  go  be- 

yond 


T Pv  A V E L S IN 


yond,  and,  if  it  pafs  below  it,  will  fail  liiort, 
of  the  mark. 

• The  way  of  life  I have  fo  long  led  has  given 
me  fome  experience  of  the  theory  as  well  as 
practice  of  this  art.  My  mod  intimate  friends 
know,  that  I have  often  brought  down  fwallows 
flying,  by  blowing  an  arrow  through  a tube  ; 
and  they  have  feen  me  many  times  cut  a ball 
in  two  on  the  edge  of  a knife  v^hich  I have  fet 
up  as  a mark.  I alfo  handle  the  bow  Vv^ith  con- 
fiderable  dexterity : for  in  my  childhood  I 
learned  the  ufe  of  this  weapon  among  the 
young  Caribs  at  Surinam,  and  I afterwards 
improved  myfelf  in  its  ufe  during  my  travels 
in  Africa  as  often  as  I found  an  opportunity, 
and  fometimes  difputed  the  palm  with  the 
ableft  Hottentot  markfmen. 

The  favage  knows  nothing  of  the  theory, 
of  which  I have  juft  hinted  at  a few  of  the 
principles : but  by  pradice  and  experience  he 
acquires  aftonilhing  ability.  What  indeed  may 
not  be  expected  from  people,  who',  having  no 
means  of  defending  their  lives  or  procuring 
fubfiftence  but  their  bow,  accuftom  themfelves 
to  handle  it  from  their  earlieft  infancy  ? 
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I have  obferved  that  the  Hottentots  on  the 
eaft  are  in  general  very  adroit  in  the  ufe  of  the 
bow  : but  none  of  them  equal  the  Houzouanas. 
With  thefe  the  pradice  of  the  bow  is  beconae 
an  art  ; and  this  art  is  even  a branch  of 
their  military  exercife,  as  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  convincing  myfelf  by  this  fhooting- 
match. 

The  mark  was  a black  circular  fpot  made 
with  charcoal  on  the  white  inner  bark  of  a 
large  mimofa,  which  I cauled  to  be  divefled  of 
its  outer  rind.  I left  the  candidates  to  fix 
among  themfelves  the  diftance  from  which 
they  would  (hoot,  and  this  they  afcertained  by 
a fhallow.  trench,  which  no  one  was  allowed  to 
overftep. 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  all  ran  to 
the  appointed  fpot ; but  without  order,  and 
uttering  exclamations  of  joy,  as  if  each  were 
going  to  certain  victory. 

Every  one  then  feleded  from  his  quiver  the 
arrow  which  he  thought  fitted;  for  fecuring  the 
prize  : and  the  precautions  they  took  in  mak- 
ing this  choice,  the  care  with  which  they  exa- 
mined their  arrows  one  after  another,  and 
the  attention  with  which  they  fitted  them  to 
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their  bows  and  poifed  them  in  their  hands, 
were  very  remarkable. 

The  arrow  being  feledted,  they  placed  it  on 
their  bow:  then  they  would  crouch  down  with 
their  head  between  their  knees  like  frogs,  leap 
and  fpring  from  fide  to  fide,  as  if  to  avoid  the 
arrows  of  their  enemies,  make  feints,  take  aim 
at  the  mark,  draw  near  the  trench,  recede  from 
it,  and  take  a hundred  different  attitudes,  which 
at  hrft  appeared  to  me  the  tricks  of  a jack- 
pudding, but  v^hich  were  in  reality  employed 
for  the  purpofe  of  eftimatiiig  the  fituation  and 
diftance  of  the  obje<T. 

Every  inftant  I expeded  from  their  motions 
they  were  going  to  flioot : but  fuddenly  they 
would  retire  back,  begin  again  their  move- 
ments and  feints,  and  difeharge  their  arrows 
when  I leaft  expeded  it.  At  length,  when 
they  had  all  fhot  for  the  firft  prize,  1 gave  a 
‘knife  to  him  whofe  arrow  had  come  nearef^ 
to  the  centre  of  the  mark. 

The  fame  proceeding  took  place  for  each  of 
the  other  three  prizes.  Every  time  a knife  was  to 
be  fhot  for,  the  remaining  bowmen  employed 
, the  fame  manoeuvres  ; but,  as  the  prizes  dimi- 
niflied  in  number,  they  redoubled  their  ardour 
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and  a<£HvIty  ; and,  during  more  than  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  that  the  fport  lafted,  they 
difplayed  before  me  all  the  feints,  evolutions, 
and  ftratagems,  of  their  art  of  war. 

This  exercife  did  not  end  with  the  dlhriw 
bution  of  the  four  prizes.  Thofe  who  were 
unfuccefsful  hill  continued  to  fhoot ; and  I 
could  not  obferve  without  laughing,  that  fe- 
veral  of  them,  after  having  hit  the  circle,  were 
in  a paffion  with  themfelves  for  having  aimed 
fo  ill  when  there  was  fomething  to  be  gained, 
and  lo  well  when  it  was  to  no  purpofe. 

In  my  turn,  to  fhow  them  what  I could  do, 
I placed  myfelf  at  the  trench  with  my  large 
carbine,  and  fired  feveral  balls,  each  of  which 
hit  the  mark. 

Not  contented  with  fliowingthem  my  own 
fuperiority,  1 was  defirous  of  convincing  them 
of  that  of  my  arms.  For  this  purpofe,  1 took 
aim  at  a rock  four  hundred  paces  difiant.  At 
every  Ihot  I finick  oft'  from  it  a fplinter,  and 
at  every  fiiot  I cbferved  the  aftonlfhed  favages 
feeking  to  divine  from  my  countenance  by 
what  inconceivable  magic  I produced  fuch  an 
pfted,  fo  fpeedily  and  at  fo  great  adiftance. 

To  heighten  their  aftonhhment,  I placed 

them 
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them  all  in  a line  fide  by  fide,  and,  (landing  at 
a diftance,  I put  into  my  carbine  a large  charge 
of  powder  and  a ball  with  a bole  through 
it ; and  then  firing,  I made  the  ball  whizz 
over  their  heads. 

The  whizzing,  which  they  heard  before  the 
report  of  the  carbine,  (lupefied  them  with 
wonder.  ' They  doubted  not  but  I could  fend 
a ball  as  far  as  I pleal'ed,  and  that  this  had  gone 
to  take  effedt  at  an  itnmeafurable  diftance. 

Thefe  experiments,  added  to  other  exploits 
they  had  often  feen  me  perform,  fuch  as  bring- 
ing down  fmall  birds  on  the  wing,  and  even 
beetles,  gave  them  a high  opinion  of  my  fu- 
periority. 

Having  thus  impreffed  on  their  minds  an 
exalted  idea  of  my  power,  I reprefented  to 

I 

them  how  prudently  they  had  adled  in  receiv- 
ing me  with  friendfhip,  and  how  rafh  it  would 
be  in  any  of  their  hordes  to  provoke  my  wrath 
by  offending  me.  I defired  them  to  warn 
their  countrymen  of  the  ri(k  they  would  run 
on  fuch  an  occafion  ; but  at  the  fame  time  I 
affured  them,  that,  wherever  I met  any  of 
them,  I ftiould  always  endeavour  to  make 
them  my  friends,  as  I had  adled  by  their  horde. 
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Finally,  I reminded  them  of  the  fervices  I had 
been  fo  eager  to  render  them,  and  warmly 
thanked  them  for  thofe  they  had  rendered  me 
in  their  turn. 

This  produced  the  effedl  I expected.  They 
all  renewed  their  profeffions  of  friendlhip  and 
attachment,  both  in  their  ovv^n  name  and  that 
of  their  comrades.  The  women  themfelves 
pointing  to  the  jewels  and  ornaments  I had 
beftowed  on  them,  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  they  would  confider  it  as  a duty  to  wear 
them,  that  all  the  Houzouanas  might  learn 
to  know  the  Vv^hite  man,  the  friend  of  their 
nation. 

I was  much  flattered  by  thefe  expreflions  of 
gratitude,  from  which  I derived  the  more 
pleafure,  as  they  proceeded  from  thofe  who 
had  not  fhared  in  the  prizes  of  knives  which  I 
had  fo  recently  diftributed. 

As  a compenfation  for  this,  I added  liberally 
to  the  ornaments  I had  already  beftowed  on 
them,  others  of  the  fame  kind,  with  which  they 
were  highly  pleafed.  The  company  of  the 
women  of  my  caravan  had  given  them  fome 
tafte  for  drefs.  They  were  proud  of  thus 
ornamenting  themfelves  before  their  huibands, 

who 
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who  feeined,  on  account  of  it,  to  like  them  the 
better  ; and  I am  perfuaded,  that  to  the  other 
Kouzoiiana  women  of  the  country  they  would 
become  ohjeds  of  admiration  and  envy.  De- 
lightlul  amufement ! Enchanting  moments  ! 
In  what  a world,  and  under  what  laws,  mull 
I regret  your  lois  ! 

I could  have  wifhed  to  reclaim  the  Hottentot 
from  the  wandering  dife  he  had  embraced  ; 
which  I urged  him  to  quit,  offering  to  condudt 
him  back  to  the  plantations  with  me : but  he 
Readily  refufed  to  comply  with  my  fohcita- 
tions.  He  had  a wife  and  two  young  children, 
from  whom  he  could  not  part ; and  this  motive 
rendered  his  determination  refp’edable  in  my 
eyes.  In  that  country  the  fentiments  of  nature 
are  not  learned  from  books,  nor  is  it  neceflary 
to  write  a volume  in  order  to  fhow  wdiat  is  right 
and  what  is  tvrong.  When  w^e  parted,  the  people 
of  the  horde  prefled  my  hand,  and  even  my 
cow^ards  joined  in  the  ceremony.  Yet  I per- 
ceived, on  more  faces  than  one,  an  expreflion 
of  plcafure  at  being  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  fear ; and  that  fo  many  fervices,  and  fo 
much  fricndfliip  and  confidence,  had  not  been 
nble  totally  to  eradicate  prejudice  from  every 
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heart.  ’ Alas ! how  mifchievoiis  in  Its  effedls 
and  how  difficult  to  counteradt  is  common 
fame ! 

For  myfelf,  who,  far  from  fearing  the  FIou- 
zouanas,  had  felt  pleafure  from  their  fociety, 
and  entertained  an  affedtion  for  them,  I once 
more  confefs  that  I did  not  part  from  them 
without  regret ; that  I found  them  an  adlivc, 
laborious,  and  intelligent  race  of  men,  ever 
ready  to  oblige  in  fpite  of  obftacles,  and  fu- 
perior  to  other  favages  both  in  courage  and 
ability. 

What  Indeed  particularly  Infpired  me  with 
a prediledlion  in  their  favour,  was  their  open 
and  fmiling  countenance.  Such  is  the  habitual 
" Rate  of  their  features,  that  the  gloomy  and 
dubious  impreffion  of  uneafinefs  and  miftruft 
is  never  perceptible  on  them.  The  Hou- 
zouana,  it  is  true,  has  violent  paffions,  and, 
when  he  is  under  their  Influence,  they  are  de- 
pidted  on  his  countenance  in  a forcible  and 
ftriking  manner : but  the  (form  is  of  Taort  du- 
ration ; he  foon  comes  to  himfelf,  and  his  face 
inftantly  refumes  the  expreffion  of  his  frank, 
unrufpedUng,  and  loyal  mind. 

Among  all  the  other  African  nations,  almoft 
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ivlthout  exception,  I found  an  imbecile  ftu- 
pidity,  which  made  them  enraptured  with 
every  thing  I carried  with  me  for  my  ufe. 
The  Houzouanas  contemplated  them  with 
thofe  emotions  of  curiofity  which  every  pro- 
dudtion  of  induftry  would  naturally  excite  in  a 
people  dehitute  of  arts  ; but  this  curiofity  was 
neither  ftupid  admiration  nor  the  childilh  de- 
fire  of  favages  in  general. 

Nothing  filled  them  with  real  aftonifhment 
but  my  fire-arms.  During  the  whole  time 
they  were  with  me,  thefe  were  the  fubjeifs  of 
their  attention  and  difcourfe.  But  it  is  to  be 
obf'erved,  I had  endeavoured  to  infpire  them 
with  the  greateft  terror  by  difplaying  their 
effects.  I never  fuffered  them  to  touch  my' 
fufees,  and  I was  particularly  careful  not  to 
fhow  them  the  mode  of  ufirig  them.  When 
once  they  had  imbibed  the  defire  of  pofTefling 
them,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  long  before 
they  wmuld  contrive  means  of  procuring  them  ; 
and  then  how  dangerous  would  be  thefe  moun- 
taineers to  the  plantations,  and  even  to  the 
Cape  itfelf ; fmee,  fecure  from  attack  in  their 
mountains,  and  indefatigable  in  their  expedi- 
tions, their  nodurnal  and  unexpedled  attacks 

render 
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render  them  already  irrefiftible  enemies ! Often 
have  I rejoiced  that  the  nation  was  one  of  the. 
pooreft  of  Africa  ; and  that,  being  deftitute  of 
every  thing,  it  had  nothing  to  barter  by  way 
of  trade*  But  for  this,  fuch  of  the  colonifts 
who  follow  the  occupation  of  traverfmg  the 
deferts,  would  perhaps  have  penetrated  as  far  as 

I 

thefe  people ; perhaps  would  have  fupplied 
them  with  powder  and  fire-arms,  and  cer- 
tainly would  have  inftilled  into  them  the  defire 
of  procuring  them  ; and  who  can  tell  to  what 
this  defire  would  have  led ! 

Yet  thefe  formidable  people  infpired  me 
with  more  love  and  efteem  than  any  other 
tribe  in  Africa.  With  them  I would  have  un- 
dertaken without  fear  to  traverfe  the  whole  of 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  had  my  good  fortune 
permitted  me  to  know  them  fooner : and  if 
ever  circumftances  allow  me  to  refume  the 
project,  which  it  has  been  fo  painful  to  me  to 
relinqiiifh,  they  are  the  only  ones  tliat  fhall 
be  my  companions  in  the  enterprife,  and  to 
them  alone  will  I diredt  my  fteps  without 
delay. 

From  the  pleafure  which  it  ftill  gives  me  to 
talk  of  them  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  pain 

' I felt 
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I felt  at  their  departure.  During  the  remaindef 
of  the  day,  I experienced  a wearifome  void  3 
fomething  feenaed  wanting  to  me ; and  the 
fatisfad;iori  that  their  abfence  afforded  to  feve- 
ral  of  my  Hottentots  did  but  increafe  my 
vexation.  They  exulted  as  if  they  had  car-* 
ried  their  point  againft  me : and  fancied, 

now  the  Houzouanas  were  gone,  they  fhould 
become  again  as  neceffary  to  me  as  ever. 

Night  gave  a little  check  to  this  infolent 
joy.  At  the  clofe  of  day,  we  perceived  fires 
at  two  or  three  leagues  diftance  on  our  right ; 
and  thefe  fires  abated  their  confidence  and  re- 
vived their  fears.  Probably  they  were  fignals 
made  by  the  Houzouanas  who  had  left  me  to  in- 
form their  comrades  of  their  fituation.  But 
PiQgle  idea  of  Houzouanas  was  fufficient 
to  excite  terror  in  my  troop.  My  people  had 
no  doubt  but  it  was  a new  horde,  by  which 
we  Ihould  fpeedily  be  attacked ; and  in  con- 
fequence  they  all  fpent  the  night  on  the  watch, 
tormenting  and  perplexing  themielvcs  with 
finifter  conjedures.  For  my  part,  to  puniih 
them  for  their  infolence,  1 refolved  to  leave 
them  in  their  mifiake.  1 even  pretended  to 

be  of  their  opinion  refpeding  the  fires,  and 
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while  they  were  kept  awake  by  their  fears,  I 
retired  to  my  tent  to  deep  in  tranquillity. 

This  anxious  night  ferved  but  to  increafe 
their  impatience  to  return  home.  Had  I 
liftened  to  them,  I Ihould  have  fet  off  the  next 
morning  the  fliortelf  way  to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River.  But  I had  not  yet  forgotten 
the  pleafant  days  I had  fpent  on  the  upper  part 
of  this  river,  and  I was  not  defirous  of  quitting 
fo  haftily  the  banks  of  a dream,  near  which  I 
had  procured  fo  many  birds  for  my  colledion, 
and  the  water  and  paftures  of  which  could  alone 
recover  my  cattle  from  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  I was  refolved,  therefore,  to  follow 
its  courfe  for  fome  time  j and  the  very  next 
day  1 fpent  fix  hours  in  tracing  its  wind- 
ings. , 

This  excurfion  afforded  me  feveral  new  fpe- 
cies  of  birds,  and  particularly  a variety  of  the 
touraco,  different  from  that  which  I faw  in 
the  Auteniqua  country.  The  fucceeding  days 
were  equally  fortunate,  and  added  alike  to 
my  pleafures,  my  acquifitions,  and  my  dif- 

coveries.  ^ 

In  one  of  my  hunts  I killed  a monftrous 

boar,  altogether  different  from  any  known  fpe- 
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cics.  Its  fnout  infteaJ  of  being  taper  and  m 
the  form  of  a probofcis,  is  on  the-  contrary 
very  broad  and  fqiiare  at  the  end.  It  has  fmall 
eyes,  at  a very  little  diftance  from  each 
other,  level  with  the  furface,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  forehead.  On  each  cheek  a very  thick 
cartilaginous  fkin  projeds  horizontally,  being 
about  three  inches  long  and  as  many  broad. 
At  firfl;  fight  you  would  be  tempted  to  take  thefe 
excrefcences  for  the  ears  ; particularly  as  the 
real  ears -of  the  animal,  flicking  as  it  wore  to 
the  neck  which  is  very  fhort,  are  partly  con- 
cealed by  an  enormous  mane,  the  brillles  of 
which,  in  colour,  red,  brown,  and  greyiih,  are 
fixteen  inches  in  length  on  the  fhoulders.  Di- 
redly  below  thefe  falfe  ears  is  a bony  protube- 
rance on  each  fide,  projeding  more  than  an 
inch,  ferving  the  animal  to  ftrike  with  to  the 
right  and  left.  The  boar  has,  befides,  four  tulks, 
of  the  nature  of  ivory,  two  in  each  jaw : the 
•upper  ones  are  feven  or  eight  inches  long  ; 
very  thick  at  the  bafe  .and  terminating  iii  an 
obtufe  point,  grooved,  and  rifing  perpendicu- 
larly as  they  iffue  from  the  lips : the  lower 
ones  are  much  fmaller,  and  fo  clofe  to  the  up- 
per ones  when  the  mouth  is  Iliut,  that  they 

appear 
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appear  as  one.  The  head  is  a truly  hideous 
bbjed:.  It  is  fcarcely  Icfs  fo  than  that  of 
the  hippopotamus,*  to  which  at  firft  view  it 
appears  to  have  a ftriking  refemblance.  Syf- 
tematifts,  accuftomed  to  view  nature  only  ac- 
cording to  rules  eftablilhed  by  themfelves, 
will  be  far  from  acknowledging  this  animal  to 
be  a boar  : for,  not  to  mention  its  large  fnout, 
it  wants  incifive  teeth  in  both  jaws.  Notwlth- 
ftanding  its  wide  muzzle,  it  ploughs  up  the 
earth  to  feek  for  roots,  on  which  it  feeds.  It 
is  very  ^dUve,  though  large  and  bulky ; run- 
ning with  fuch  fpeed,  that  the  Hottentots  give 
it  the  name  of  the  runner.  Some  future  day 
I fhall  return  to  this  interefting  quadruped ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  I fhall  here  give  a plate 
of  a young  one  which  I have  in  my  collection*. 

Having  fcen  neither  the  mouth  nor  the 
fource  of  Fifh- River,  I cannot  fpeak  with 
certainty  of  its  fituation,  and  muft  rely  on  fea- 

* EufFon  has  given  a figure  of  this  Ccipe  boar  from 
prbfeflbr  Allamand,  in  his  Supplement  to  his  Hiflory  of 
C^adrupedsi  voh  v,  plate  1 1,-  of  the  duodecimo  edition  : 
but  Hothing  like  the  head  of  this  animal  is  difcoverable 
in  the  figure,  as  all  its  charaaeriftics  have  been  omitted  by 
the  draughtfman. 
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men  and  geographers,  at  lead  for  what  regards 
the  place  where  it  pours  itfelf  into  the  fea.  1 
fhall  only  remark,  that,  in  a country  fo  irregular 
as  Africa,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  a river 
which  runs  any  confiderable  way.  At  one 
time,  piercing  through  deep  mountains  or 
lofing  itfelf  under  rocks ; at  another,  falling 
down  from  them  in  cafeades,  frequently  per- 
haps in  diverging  branches,  which,  when  they 
meet,  take  a contrary  direction,  and  return 
back  towards  its  fource  ; it  is  by  no  means 
eafy  to  trace  it  amid  fo  many  obdacles.  To 
fucceed  in  this,  I know  but  one  method,  which 
would  be  to  fet  out  from  the  fource  of  the  river, 
' and  thence  to  travel  condantly  along  its  banks, 
without  once  lofmg  fight  of  it.  But  who 
would  attempt  fuch  an  enterprife  ? And,  were 
it  attempted,  would  it  always  be  practicable  ? 

At  my  third  encampment  by  this  river,  my 
, Nlmiquas  recolleCted  a chain  of  very  lofty 
me  untains,  the  padurageof  which  they  highly 
extolled;  and  added,  that  on  this  account  there 
was  aimed  always  a horde  of  their  country- 
men 11  aticned  there.  1 hde  praifes  were  not 
without  citlign,  and  this  defign  it  w^as  eafy  to 
guefs  j but,  as  it  accorded  with  my  own,  I 
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made  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  It.  Accord- 
ingly I decamped,  and  direded  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains.  After  two  days  fhortijour- 
ney,  we  arrived  in  a pleafant  valley,  ffiaded  by 
a prodigious  number  of  mimofas  in  full  bloom, 
and  where  we  found  feveral  herds  of  cattle, 
which  denoted  fome  Hottentots  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Nimiquas  having  advanced  with  Klaas 
to  announce  my  coming,  we  foon  faw  the 
whole  horde  approaching.  At  this  fight  my 
people  expreffed  the  higheft  joy.  You  would 
have  faid,  that,  after  having  efcaped  from 
affaffins,  they  had  found  protedors  to  place 
their  lives  in  a ftate  of  fecurity.  They  con- 
gratulated each  other,  fqueezed  the  hands 
of  the  new  comers,  prefled  them  to  their  breads, 

and  overwhelmed  them  with  expreffions  of 

\ 

friendfliip.  Had  they  been  their  acquaintance 
or  relations,  they  could  not  have  difplayed 
more  tranfport.  The  beauty  of  the  padures, 
which  every  where  covered  the  feet  of  the 
mountains,  made  us  refolve  to  fpend  a few  days 
near  the  horde. 

j 

When  my  tent  was  ereded,  the  chief  of 
• the  horde  came  to  fee  me,  and  give  me  very 
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agreeable  news  of  my  camp  on  Orange- River, 
where  no  difafter  had  happened  during  my 
abfence,  as  he  learned  from  the  people  of 
another  horde,  who  had  gone  thither  to  ex- 
change cattle  for  tobacco.  He  would  gladly 
have  fent  thither  fome  of  his  people  alfo  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  as  there  was  not  a morfel 
of  tobacco  in  his  kraal  j but  an  alarming  cir- 
cumdance  kept  him  in  continual  fear,'  and 
prevented  him  from  weakening  his  company, 
which  was  not  numerous,  by  detaching  from 
it  a party  of  men. 

A lion  and  lionels  had  for  fome  time  taken, 
up  theli  abode  near  the  horde,  in  an  impene- 
trable thicket  which  he  pointed  out  to  me. 
The  horde  had  endeavoured  to  didodge  them, 
but  in  vain  ; and  they  dill  retained  podedion  of 
their  fortiefs.  Every  night  they  idued  forth 
to  attack  not  the  herd  only,  but  even  the  men  \ 
and  the  very  night  before  my  arrival  they  had 
carried  off  an  ox.  Full  of  hope  and  confidence 
in  my  fire-arms,  the  chief  congratulated  him- 
felf  on  my  coming,  and  requeded  me  to  em- 
ploy my  weapons  to  deliver  them  from  fuch  a 
fcourge,  not  doubting  but  I fliould  fucceed  if 
I would  make  the  attempt. 
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Of  the  two  obligations  that  might  be  con- 
ferred on  thefe  good  people,  one  was  not  in 
my  power,  that  of  fupplying  them  with  to- 
bacco. My  people  had  been  at  half  their 
ufual  allowance  of  this  article  for  a month  paft, 
and  even  at  that  rate  I had  not  enough  to  an- 
fwer  the  demand  of  my  journey  : of  courfe  I 
was  not  willing,  by  an  improper  difplay  of 
liberality,  to  give  them  reafon  to  accufe  me  of 
depriving  them  of  their  due,  for  the  purpofe 
of  gratifying  ftrangers  at  their  expence. 

With  refped:  to  the  lions,  it  was  more  eafy 
for  me  to  render  the  horde  the  fervice  they 
wanted  ; but  this  required  much  prudence  and 
circumfpe(ffion.  Their  obdinately  perh.vering 
to  remain  in  the  thicket,  notwithftanding  all 
that  had  been  done  to  drive  them  out,  gave 
me  reafon  to  fufpedt  they  had  young  ones ; 
and  this  circumlfunce  rendered  the  attack  a 
bufmels  of  no  fmall  danger. 

Thefe  animals,  at  all  times  formidable,  have 
at  fuch  periods  a fiercenels  that  nothing  can 
refift.  Animated  by  the  necefhty  of  defend- 
ing and  procuring  food  for  their  young,  they 
^read  no  danger,  and  would  face  a whole 
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army.  It  is  not  courage  they  then  poflefs — It 
is  raging  madnefs. 

Neverthelefs  I promifed  to  attack  them  the 
next  day,  and  engaged  at  leaft  to  drive  them 
away,  if  1 could  not  deftroy  them.  Coiifider- 
ing,  however,  the  clofenefs  of  the  thicket  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  attack,  1 required,  exclu- 
five  of  all  my  own  people  whom  1 intended  to 
employ,  that  thole  of  the  horde  ffiould  alfo 
join  me.  During  the  night  we  furrounded 
ourielves  with  very  large  hres,  and  difeharged 
from  time  to  time  our  mulkets.  But  thefe 
precautions  were  unneceffary ; for  the  lions, 
having  the  remains  of  their  ox  to  devour,  did 
not  appear,  though  we  heard  them  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night. 

At  break  of  day,  the  men  of  the  horde  were 
ready,  armed  wnth  arrows  and  affagays,  and 
waited  nothing  but  my  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  attack,  Even  the  wmmen  and  children 
w'ould  be  of  the  party ; lefs  indeed  to  fight 
than  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  and  enjoy  our 
victory.  I heard  the  lions  hill  growling  in 
their  flrong  hold  ; but  the  increafing  light  foon 
filenced  them.  The  fun  appeared  ; and  the 
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profound  filence  that  then  prevailed  was  the 
lignal  for  our  departure. 

The  thicket  was  about  two  hundred  paces 
long  and  fixty  wide.  It  occupied  a fpot  funk 
lower  than  the  adjacent  ground,  fo  that  it  was 
to  be  entered  on  a defeent.  The  whole  con- 
fined of  bufhes  and  briers,  except  fome  mimo- 
fas  which  rofe  from 'its  centre.  Thefe  trees, 
could  I have  reached  them,  would  have  afforded 
me  an  advantagous  pofition  for  the  attack.  On 
their  fummits  I fhould  have  been  fecure,  and 
might  have  fhot  the  two  animals  at  my  eafe : 
but,  not  knowing  exadly  the  fnuation  of  their 
lair,  it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  in 
me  to  traverfe  the  thicket,  in  order  to  reach  thefe 
trees,  fmee  I fhould  thereby  have  expofed  my- 
felf  to  the  danger  of  being  feized  by  the  way. 

Unable  to  attack  thele  formidable  beafts  in 
their  retrenchments,  all  that  remained  was  to 
tempt  them  out  of  their  fort ; for  it  was  diffi- 
cu't,  not  to  fay  impoffible,  to  come  at  them 
through  the  briers  and  bufhes  that  covered 
them,  and  my  markfmen  would  vainly  have 
attempted  to  manage  or  prefent  with  any  aim, 
when  thus  entangled,  their  long  fufees.  I 
therefore  determined  to  place  them  and  the 
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other  lavages  at  certain  diftances  from  each 
other  upon  the  eminences  all  round  the  wood, 
fo  that  the  lions  fliculd  be  unable  to  reach  the 
plain  without  being  perceived  ; perfuaded  that 
in  the  open  country  we  lliould  be  the  llronger 
party  and  finally  triumphant. 

None  of  the  favages  daring  to  enter  the 
wood,  w^e  refolved  to  force  all  the  oxen  of  the 
horde  into  it.  Accordingly,  when  we  Vvere  at 
our  ports,  with  our  guns  ready  to  fire,  we 
drove  the  oxen  before  us,  compei  ing  them  by 
our  voices  and  blow^s  to  enter  the  thicket.  At 
the  fame  time  my  dogs  opened,  and  I fired  off 
feveral  pirtols  to  frighten  the  lions  and  make 
the:n  come  out. 

The  oxen,  fcenting  their  enemies,  foon 
ruihed  back  with  affright,  and  returned  to- 
wards us  ; but  our  cries,  the  barking  of  the 
dogs,  and  the  report  of  our  arms,  compelled 
them  to  re-enter  the  thicket,  which  they  did 
in  a fort  of  fury,  joftling  one  another,  and  bel- 
lowing in  a fearful  manner, 

The  lions  on  their  fide  were  roufed  at  the 
fight  of  danger,  and  their  rage  vented  itfelf  in 
dreadful  roars.  We  heard  them  in  every  part  of 
the  thicket,  without  their  daring  to  fhew  them- 
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fclyes  any  where,  or  advance  upon  us.  The 
^confiidt  of  two  armies  could  not  be  more  loud 
than  their  threatening  voices,  confounded  with 
the  cries  of  men  and  dogs,  and  the  furious 
lowing  of  the  oxen.  This  hideous  concert 
continued  great  part  of  the  morning,’ and  we 
began  to  defpair  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  enter- 
p'rife,  when  fuddenly  I heard,  on  the  fide  oppo-  , 
fite  to  me,  piercing  cries  inftantly  followed  by 
the  report  of  a gun,  which  made  me  tremble. 
But  fhouts  of  joy  immediately  fucceeded,  and, 
palling  from  one  to  another  along  the  circle 
till  they  came  to  me,  announced  a victory.  I 
ran  to  the  place,  and  found  the  lionefs  expir- 
ing. ^Klaas,  who  was  ftationed  at  that  poft, 
had  fired  and  ^fliot  her  through  the  body. 
Her  dugs,  though  without  milk,  were  fwelled 
and  pendent,  which  indicated  fhe  had  young 
ones,  and  proved  that  I had  not’been  miftaken 
in  my  conjedure. 

It  came  into  my  head  to  employ  her  carcafe 
for  the  purpofe  of  enticing  them  out  of  the 
thicket.  With  this  view  I ordered  it  to  be 
drawn  to  a certain  diftance,  not  doubting  but 
the  young  ones  would  come  in  (jueft  of  their 
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dam,  and  that  the  male  would  probably  follow 
either  to  avenge  or  defend  them. 

I colledled  at  my  new  poll  fome  of  my  hun- 
ters from  the  right  and  left,  and  we  retired  to 
the  diftance  of  thirty  paces  from  the  carcafe, 
ready  to  fire  if  the  animals  advanced.  But 
my  ftratagem  was  unfuccefsful,  and  we  fpent 
feveral  hours  waiting  for  them  in  vain. 

The  whelps,  ind  ed,  uneafy  at  not  feeing 
their  mother,  ran  about  the  thicket,  growling 
on  all  fides.  The  male  too,  on  being  feparated 
from  her,  redoubled  his  roarings  and  his  rage. 
We  faw  him  for  a moment  appear  at  the  edge 
of  the  thicket,  his  eyes  fparkling,  his  mane 
eredf,  and  lalhing  his  fides  with  his  tail.  But 
unfortunately  he  was  oat  of  Ihot  of  my  car- 
bine; and  one  of  my  markfmen,  who  was  polled 
nearer,  fired  and  milTed  him.  At  this  he  I'e- 
tired  ; and,  whether  he  feared  to  attack  fo  nu- 
merous a body  of  men,  or  was  unwilling  to 
leave  his  young,  or  had  received  fome  flight 
wound,  he  appeared  no  more.  Though  ani- 
mals of  this  fpecies,  as  I have  already  obferved, 
are  more  fierce  and  intrepid  when  they  have 
young  than  at  any  other  period,  yettlie  males 
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are  not  fo  much  fo  as  the  females — a fa£t  well 
known  to  the  favages. 

After  waiting  a long  time  to  no  purpofe,  and 
defpairing  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  ftratagem,  I re- 
folved  to  return  to  my  former  plan  of  attack. 
In  confcqnence  I fent  all  the  people  to  their 
pofts,  and  we  again  attempted  to  drive  the 
oxen  into  the  thicket,  in  order  to  diflodge  the 
remainder  of  the  family.  But  they  were  too 
much  frighted.  They  all  refufed  to  proceed, 
and  I was  obliged  to  give  up  the  defign ; 
though  my  dogs,  animated  by  the  blood  of  the 
lionefs,  which  they  had  fcented,  opened  with 
great  ardour,  and  Ihowed  much  eagernefs  for 
the  fport. 

We  had  fpent  a confiderable  part  of  the  day 
In  the  chace ; the  fun  was  declining ; and  it 
would  become  more  dangerous.  I deemed  it 
prudent,  therefore,  to  think  of  retreating, 
and  to  defer  our  final  victory  till  the  next 
day. 

The  favages  conveyed  the  lionefs  to  the 
kraal,  for  the  purpofe  of  feafiing  on  her : but, 
as  I was  defirous  of  her  fkin,  I directed  this  to 
be  firft  taken  off.  She  was  four  feet  four 
' inches  and  half  [about  four  feet  eight  inches 

Englilh] 
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Englldi]  high,  to  the  top  of  the  flioulder,  and 
ten  feet  eight  inches  [eleven  feet  four  inches^ 
long,  from  the  point  of  the  nofe  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  tail* 

• When  the  animal  was  hayed,  Klaas  very 
naturally  threw  the  fkin  over  his  Ihoulders  to 
carry  it  to  the  kraal,  whither  he  was  accom- 
panied with  hiouts  by  all  the  horde.  He  him- 
felftrod  like  a hero.  I obferved  this  new 
Alcides;  and,  diftant  as  I was  from  the  Hons 
of  Nemea,  the  refemblance  was  fo  ftriking,- 
that  I caught  myfelf  marching  gravely  in  the 
midft  of  this  renewal  of  the  Grecian  feftival.' 
If  my  Klaas  obtained  not  all  the  honours  of  the 
fon  of  Alcmena,  it  was  apparently  becaufe  a 
more  powerful  deity  had  directed  his  arm.  I 
too  had  fome  lhare  in  the  bufinefs ; the  plan 
of  the  attack  was  mine,  and  in  eonfequence  I 
was  loaded  wdth  thanks  and  praifcs. 

The  chief  requefted  me  to  accept  four  flieep 
and  a couple  of  oxen  In  the  name  of  the  horde, 
as  a teftimony  of  its  gratitude.  The  llieep  I 
immediately  killed,  to  add  to  the  entertainment 
which  the  lionefs  was  to  furnifli : but  the  tw^o 
oxen  1 gave  up  to  Klaas,  who  in  fad  had  w^ell 

earned  them.  At  firft  he  refufed,  and  per- 
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fifted  In  their  being  mine.  But  when  I urged 
to  him,  that  they  were  prefented  on  account 
of  the  death  of  the  lionefs,  and  that  this  death 
was  his  work,  he  no  longer  hefitated  to  accept 
them. 

This  feaft  was  the  more  agreeable,  as,  in 
part,  it  confiftcd  of  the  animal  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  deftrudion.  I had  certainly 
not  the  fame  defire  for  its  fledi  as  the  reft  of  the 
guefts ; yet  I was  induced  to  tafte,  but  found  it 
inferior  to  that  of  the  tiger. 

• After  the  repaft  came  the  amufements.  The  n 
company  danced  and  fung  all  night ; and  their 
revelry,  which  did  not  allow  me  a moment’s 
deep,  ferved  alfo  to  remind  me  of  the  Nemean 
fports. 

During  the  night  I heard  nothing  either  of 
the  lion  or  the  whelps : but  this  I afcribed  to 
the  noify  mirth  of  my  favages  j and  indeed 
had  all  the  lions  of  the  country  aflembled  i;i 
the  thicket  to  roar  in  concert,  I know  not 
whether  their  voices  would  not  have  been 
drowned  in  the  uproar  of  the  feaft.  There 
W'as  another  reafon,  however,  for  this  filence. 
The  male,  affrighted  by  the  dangers  he  had 
run,  availed  himfelf  of  the  darknefs  of  the 
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night  to  retire  with  his  faililly ; and  In  the 
morning,  when  we  returned  to  the  chace,  we 
found  the  thicket  deferted. 

From  the  firft  movements  of  my  dogs  when 
they  entered  the  bu'hes,  and  their  manner  of 
hunting,  I perceived  that  we  were  too  late. 
To  be  certain,  however,  I fired  off  a piftol  a 
few  times,  hoping  that  the  animals,  if  they 
were  flill  there,  would  be  roufed  at  the  report, 
and  foon  caufe  themfelves  to  be  heard,  either 
by  their  growling,  or  the  ftirthey  would  make 
in  the  bufhes. 

This  preliminary  having  produced  no  figns 
of  any  thing  being  prefent,  we  cautioufly 
advanced  into  the  thicket,  where  w^e  found 
the  marks  only  of  the  fpoil  that  had  been  made 
by  this  hungry  family.  On  all  Tides  were  feen 
bones  fcattered  about  or  lying  in  heaps ; and 
the  fight  of  this  charnel- houfe,  reminding  the 
horde  of  the  lofles  it  had  experienced,  each 
began  to  relate  and  lament  his  own. 

In  the  mean  time  I employed  myfelf  In 
tracing  the  footfteps  of  the  lion  and  the  whelps, 
to  judge  of  the  bulk  of  the  one,  and  the  num- 
ber and  lize  of  the  others.  Though  there 
are  inftances  of  a lionefs  having  three  young 
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bnes  at  a Ktter,  this  appeared  to  have  had  but 
two  ; which  I had  reafon  to  fuppofe  were 
equal  at  leah  to  my  great  dog  Yager,  who  was 
as  high  as  my  middle,  and  conlequently  they 
were  already  formidable,  and  capable  of  doing 
confiderable  mifchief. 

To  judge  of  the  old  lion  from  the  print  of 
his  foot,  which  was  one  third  larger  than  that 
of  the  lionefs,  he  mtift  have  been  of  the  largett 
fize. 

Some  critic,  I know^  not  who,  amufmg  him- 
felf  with  fome  animadverfions  upon  me  in  the 

0 

yournal  de  Paris^  May  25,  1788,  places  me 
“ with  a lion  face  to  face,”  and  then  pom- 

j . ) 

poufly  adds,  “ that  we  examined  each  other 
“ wuth  haughty  looks,  but  my  intrepid  cou- 
“ rage  at  length  obliged  the  animal  to  take  to 
‘‘  his  heels.” 

I’he  attitude  is  fine,  no  doubt : but,  wdien 
he  gave  me  fuch  a powerfuflook,  he  fhould 
hot  have  forgotten  to  beftow  on  me  the  club 

I ' # * 

and  the  fifength  of  Hercules.  Whatever 
my  critic  may  think,  it  is  certain,  that  the  firft 
reflection  of  any  man,  how^ever  brave,  unlefs 
at  the  fame  time  he  be  a fool  or  a madman, 
when  he  finds  himfelf  before  a formidable 
■ VoL.  III.  S " ' 
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enemy,  is  to  compare  his  ftrength  with  that  of 
his  antagonift ; and,  if  he  find  them  very  un- 
equal, the  danger  to  which  he  is  expofed  muft 
neceflarily  have  its  weight  with  him.  This  at 
leaft  I have  always  experienced,  and  cer- 
tainly I do  not  think  myfelf  more  of  a coward 
than  another  man.  Accordingly,  whenever  f 
have  found  myfelf  “ face  to  face”  with  an  ele- 
phant, a rhinoceros,  a tiger,  a lion,  or  the  like, 
I confefs,  notwithftanding  my  confidence  in 
my  weapons,  far  from  feeling  myfelf,  at  the 
firft  inftant,  totally  devoid  of  alarm  : I have  al- 
ways experienced  a violent  palpitation,  a fen- 
fation  clofely  allied  to  fear.  But  this  is  of 
Ihort  duration,  and  has  never  deterred  me 
from  the  attack,  well  affured  of  the  fuperiority 
given  me  by  my  prudence  and  arms.  Then, 
laying  afide  every  idea  of  danger,  I have 
marched  ftraight  forward  to  my  enemy,  how'- 
ever  formidable  he  may  be,  and,  if  a wild 
beaft,  have  thought  only  of  killing,  wounding, 
or  at  leaft  putting  him  to  flight. 

To  wait  in  ambufh  for  a lion,  and  fire  at 
him  as  he  pafles  by,  is  an  enterprife  not  with- 
out danger ; but  to  attack  in  “ face”  a lionefs 
attended  by  her  whelps  and  their  father,  and  in 
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her  Impenetrable  retreat,  would  be  ralh  even 
to  madnefs,  without  previoufly  fecurlng  every 
kind  of  afliftance  that  can  command  fuccefs. 
And  even  this  would  be  unpardonable,  unlefs 
required  by  urgent  neceflity. 

Savages  know  by  experience  the  peril  of 
fuch  enterprifes,  and  therefore  never  fettle  in  a 
place  where  they  fufpe^l:  there  are  any  whelps. 
Woe  betide  the  horde  that  may  be  near  them  ! 
Almoft  every  night  their  herds  will  be  attacked. 
It  is  a tribute  they  mull;  necelTarily  pay,  and 
from  which  they  will  feldom  endeavour  to 
guard  themfelves,  choofmg  rather  to  wait  with 
patience  till  the  young  family,  ceafmg  to  be  a 
burden  to  their  parents,  fhall  go  and  fix  them- 
felves elfewhere. 

The  horde  near  this  thicket  would  never 
have  ventured  to  propofe  to  me  fuch  an  attack, 
but  for  their  high  confidence  in  my  fire-arms  ; 
and  I,  notwithftanding  the  affiftance  of  my 
hunters  and  my  numerous  company,  would 
not  have  hefitated  to  refufe,  if,  when  afking 

I 

this  fervice  of  me  as  an  extraordinary  favour, 
they  had  not  confented  .to  fliare  with  us  the 
whole  of  the  danger. 

Thefe  were  my  motives  for  adopting  the 
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rdblutlon  I took,  and  I had  every  reafon  to 
congratulate  mylelf  on  my  fnccefs;  fmce,  of  the 
four  beads  we  had  to  deftroy,  the  moil  for- 
midable was  llain,  and  the  three  others  took 
flight ; while,  to  increafe  my  happineis,  not  a 
lingle  perfon  was  wounded,  nor  even  one 
of  the  oxen  that  were  driven  into  the  thicket. 
Had  we  killed  the  lion  firil,  we  fhould  pro- 
bably have  deftroyed  the  whole  family ; but, 
if  one  of  the  whelps  had  fallen  a facrifice  be- 
fore its  mother,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it  would 
have  coil  the  life  of  one  of  us,  fin.  e the  event 
would  have  fo  enraged  the  lionefs,  that  flie 
would  have  braved  every  danger,  and  rufhed 
inftantly  upon  the  party.  Accordingly  I had 
llridly  enjoined  every  one  not  to  fire  at  the 
young  ones  till  the  old  ones  were  killed. 

Satisfied  with  having  delivered  the  horde 
from  this  fcourge,  and  having  no  other  motive 
to  remain  with  them,  I fixed  the  next  day  but 
one  for  my  departure.  This  declaration  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  my  people.  They 
had  found  among  thefe  Nimiquas  the  fame 
eafy  and  compliant  manners  as  they  had  be- 
fore experienced  in  fome  othen  hordes,  which 
induced  them  to  wifh  for  a longer  ftay.  When 

they 
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they  parted  from  the  Houzouanas,  they  had 
defired  to  return  to  the  camp  at  Orange- River 
the  Ihorteft  way ; and  now  they  alked  to  re- 
main where  we  were,  without  alleging  a Tin- 
gle reafon  for  it.  But  fuch  requefts  were 
little  calculated  to  have  any  weight  with  me.  I 
was  not  a man  to  change  my  purpofes  to  gra- 
tify the  inclinations  of  people  of  whom  I had 
fo  much  reafon  to  complain  ; and  I therefore 
declared  that  1 fliould  perlift  in  my  intentions. 

There  were  two  different  ways  to  Orange- 
River,  between  which  I had  to  choofe.  One 
was  to  proceed  to  the  weft  till  I reached  the 
fea-fide,  proceed  along  the  coaft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  then  travel  up  its  banks  to  the 
camp  of  the  giraffe.  For  the  other,  I had  only 
to  follow  the  diredion  of  the  mountains ; and, 
as  they  ran  fouth,  thereby  pointing  out  my 
courfe,  this  would  be  the  moft  certain  as  well 
as  the  fhorteft  and  eafieft. 

I was,  however,  more  inclined  to  the  for- 
mer, becaufe,  by  travelling  along  the  river’s 
fide,  I fhoiild  difcover  its  courfe,  which  I much 
wifhed.  But,  fliort  as  1 was  of  tobacco  and 
other  fuuilar  ftores,  how  prevail  on  pet  Tons 
{already  murmuring  at  the  diminution  cf  their 
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allowance,  and  who  would  foon  be  reduced 
to  a total  ftoppage  of  it,  to  take  fo  long  a 
round  ? How  induce  the  Greater  Nimi- 
quas,  now  on  the  point  of  rejoining  their 
horde,  to  turn  their  backs,  and  w’ander  from 
it  anew  ? Above  all,  with  fuch  a large  train 
and  fo  many  cattle,  how  undertake  to  traverfe 
plains,  neither  more  rugged  nor  difficult,  it  is 
true,  than  that  we  had  already  croffied,  but  in 
which, inftead  of  the  indefatigable  Houzouanas,. 
I had  attendants  who,  for  the  moft  part,  were 
of  little  ufetome,  and  al moft  all  of  whom  had 
forfeited  my  confidence  ? 

By  taking  the  other  road,  I learned  from 
the  chief  of  the  horde,  that,  after  two  days 
march,  I ffiould  fall  in  with  another  of  this 
nation  ; that  this  would  conduit  me  to  a third  ; 
and  that  thus  it  would  be  eafy  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed from  horde  to  horde  with  fure  guides  as 
far  as  Orange-River.  As  he  offered  to  fend 
fome  of  his  own  people  to  conduit  me  to  the 
firft,  I accepted  his  offer,  and  departed  with  the 
more  fatisfaition,  as  I refieiled,  that  it  would 
be  in  my  power  when  I arrived  at  the  camp, 
jf  circumftances  permitted  it,  to  refume  my 
fcheme  of  tracing  the  courfe  of  the  ftream. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  my  people  were  fo  enfeebled  by 
the  pleafures  of  every  kind  in  which  they  had 
indulged  during  their  refidence  with  the  horde, 
that  many,  unable  to  fupport  the  fatigues  of 
the  march,  remained  behind  at  different  dif- 
tances.  At  length  the  number  of  thefe  loiter- 
ers became  fo  confiderable,  that  I was  obliged 
to  halt,  after  travelling  fix  leagues,  in  an  angle 
of  the  mountains  where  the  chain,  altering 
its  dire<5tion,  turned  to  the  fouth-eaft.  The 
horde  we  had  quitted  had  previoufly  refided 
here,  fo  that  the  pafture  had  been  eaten  up ; 
and  we  found  only  the  firft  (hoots  of  the' new 
grafs. 

Here,  after  having  long  ceafed  to  fee  any 
giraffes,  I met  with  them  again  for  the  firft 
time.  My  guides  alfnred  me,  the  farther  I 
went  to  the  weft,  the  more  fcarce  they  would 
become  ; and  I could  eafily  believe  them,  from 
the  fmall  number  that  appeared  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  compared  with  what  I had  feen  to  the 
eaft. 

On  my  return  to  the  Cape,  Pinar  told  me, 
that,  after  we  feparated,  having  travelled  up 
Orange-River  for  feveral  days,  he  had  all  the 
way  feen  giraffes,  though  never  on  the  left  bank; 
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nor  indeed  have  I ever  heard  of  any  making 
their  appearance  there : whence  I conclude, 
that  in  this  foiithern  part  of  Africa  the  diftridf 
inhabited  by  tliefe  animals  is  a fpace  of  about 
four  degrees,  that  is  to  fay,  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  Fifli  and  Orange  river. 

Not  ttiat  they  have  been  exclufively  confined 
to  this  fpot  by  nature,  and  are  unable  to  exift 
in  any  other.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  feen  at  Galam  on  the  Senegal,  three 
hundred  leagues  from  its  mouth  ; at  leaft  I 
have  heard  fo  from  people  of  credit.  We  read 
in  ancient  travellers,  that  they  were  to  be 
found  in  India : and  if  the  moderns  do  not 
fpeak  of  them  there,  it  is  becaufe  the  breed  is 
deflroyed,  or  become  lefs  numerous,  and  retired 
into  the  deferts.  Bruce  alfo  mentions  a 
giraffe  which  he  faw  in  Abyffinia.  I fuf- 
ped,  how^ever,  that  it  was  fome  other  qua- 
druped, and  not  a giraffe,  fince  he  tells  us 
that  theie  animals  have  the  horns  of  an  an- 
telope. 

Refuming  our  journey  the  next  day,  we 
perceived  about  noon  a herd  of  horned  cattle, 
which  announced  the  horde  we  were  feeking. 
But  at  fight  of  us  their  keepers  were  alarmed, 
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and  fled  towards  the  kraal,  driving  their  cattle 
before  them  as  faft  as  poflTible. 

This  did  not  aftonifh  me,  and  was  what  I 
pxpeded  ; fince,  independently  of  our  numr 
ber,  our  appearance  alfo  was  terrifying. — 
Though  it  was  the  month  of  March,  and  the 
heat  began  to  abate,  it  was  yet  fufficient  to  in- 
commode us,  fo  that  we  continued  to  wear 
thofe  umbrellas  of  which  1 have  fpoken  above, 
and  which,  from  their  unufual  figure,  muft 
have  rendered  us  fo  many  fcarecrows. 

I difpatched  my  guides  after  the  fugitives, 
to  remove  their  apprehenfiens,  and  ftop  them 
before  they  communicated  the  alarm  to  the 
horde.  Accordingly  they  waited  for  me,  tefti- 
fied  their  friendfhip,  and  went  to  acquaint 
their  comrades  with  my  arrival.  Several  of 
my  people  went  with  them,  and  I fhortly  fol- 
lowed ; but  I flopped  and  encamped  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  kraal ; for  I had  not  yet  for- 
gotten the  noify  nights  fpent  at  the  preceding 
horde,  and  was  defirous  of  being  permitted  to 
fleep  at  this  in  quiet. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  came  all  to  fee 
me.  The  favage  knows  fcarcely  more  than 
^wo  fentiments  toward  ftrangers — either  ex- 
treme 
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treme  miflrufl;  or  unbounded  confidence.  Giv- 
ing himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  he  admits  no  intermediate  fliades  in  his 
intercourfe.  Thofe  cunning  artifices  which 
we  term  prudence  and  circumfpedlion  are  un- 
known to  him.  Thus  he  fhows  himfelf  ex- 
adly  as  he  is  ; fo  that  you  cannot  be  miftaken 
in  his  conduct,  and  are  warned  to  be  on 
your  guard,  or  invited  to  truft  in  him  with 
fecurity. 

I propofed  for  the  next  day  to  hunt  giraffes. 
All  the  horde  joined  in  this  diverfion,  and  were 
employed  in  driving  the  aninrials  towards  us. 
We  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  a female,  which 
meafured  in  height  about  fourteen  feet  four 
inches  [Englifh],  and,  according  to  the  favages, 
it  was  one  of  the  largeft  fize.  This  female  we 
fuppofed  by  the  appearance  of  the  teeth  to  be 
very  old,  and  its  colour  accordingly  approached 
very  near  that  of  the  males.  I was  defirous 
of  finding  one  with  her  foal,  as  perhaps  I might 
have  caught  the  young  one  alive ; and  I was 
in  hopes  this  would  have  had  one  in  her  womb, 
but  my  hopes  were  difappointed. 

In  proportion  as  I drew  near  to  my  camp,  I 
remembered  the  need  I had  of  procuring  oxen. 

This 
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This  horde  had  many ; but  I could  procure 
only  feven,  for  want  of  merchandife.  The 
people  wifhed  for  tobacco  and  dacca  (the  leaves 
of  hemp) ; commodities  with  which  I was  un- 
able to  fupply  them.  I had  ftill  a tolerable 
quantity  of  beads,  but  upon  thefe  they  fet  very 
little  value. 

Fortunately  the  women  obferved  among  my 
wares  fome  red  and  white  beads  about  the  fize 
of  a hazel  nut,  which  pleafed  them  fo  much  by 
their  variegated  colour,  that  they  would  have 
given  for  them  all  they  polfefTed.  The  men 
too  appeared  equally  fond  of  them.  Thefe, 
therefore,  a dozen  or  two  of  large  nails,  and 
fome  brafs  v;ire  for  bracelets,  anfwered  my 
purpofe  of  barter. 

To  the  greater  part  of  my  readers,  perhaps, 
thefe  remarks  will  feem  trivial ; but  to  tra- 
vellers who  undertake,  like  me,  to  vifit  Africa, 
they  are  of  great  importance,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, I ought  by  no  means  to  omit  them. 

On  quitting  the  horde,  I difmilTed  the  guides 
who  had  conducted  me  thither,  and  took 
others  to  fhow  me  the  way  to  the  next.  We 
bent  our  courfe  to  the  eaft,  following  the  di- 
rection of  the  mountains  ^ but  an  accident  hap- 
pened 
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pened  on  the  road,  which  had  like  to  have 
done  much  milchicf,  or  even  coft  me  my 
lile. 

One  of  my  oxen  was  laden  with  the  boxes 
which  contained  the  articles  of  traffic  ; and 
one  of  thefe  boxes,  probably  not  well  faftened, 
made  fuch  a noife  by  its  fhaking  that  the  ani- 
mal became  refllefs.  Teaied  by  the  continual 
clacking  of  the  box,  he  made  an  effort  to  lhake 
it  off,  and  at  laft  fucceeded ; but  the  others, 
loolcued  and  dragged  down  by  it  in  its  fall, 
fell  likewife,  and  made  fuch  a clatter,  that  the 
ox  and  all  that  were  near  him,  being  terrified, 
betook  themlelves  to  flight. 

The  alarm  communicated  itfelf  to  the  reft, 
and  all  my  animals,  goats,  ftieep,  and  horfes, 
fcampered  off  each  a different  way.  Jn  a mo- 
ment the  whole  caravan  w^as  in  confufion,  and 
the  drivers  themfelves,  dragged  along  by  their 
beafts,  which  they  could  not  flop,  were  dif- 
perfed  with  them. 

The  moft  diftant  of  the  fugitives  was  the 
pack- ox  that  firft  took  flight ; but,  hampered 
in  his  courfe  by  the  ftraps  of  his  baggage,  and 
not  being  able  to  difengage  himfelffrom  them, 
be  had  flopped,  and  w^as  plunging  and  bellow- 
ing 
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ing  with  rage.  I galloped  up  to  him,  with 
the  defign  to  drive  him  towards  the  caravan ; 
but  he  anfwered  my  endeavours  by  a ftroke  of 
his  horn,  which  gored  my  horfe  in  the  flank 
and  tore  his  leg ; and  the  horfe,  giving  a hid- 
den fpring,  fell  down  on  his  fide,  threw  me  ten 
paces  from  him,  and  ran  away. 

Fortunately,  in  my  fall,  I retained  fafl:  hold 
of  my  gun  ; and  this  circumftance  faved  my 
life.  The  ox  rufhed  upon  me,  with  his  nofc 
to  the  ground,  ready  to  gore  me  with  his  horns 
and  tofs  me  into  the  air,  when  I cocked  my 
piece,  and,  by  one  of  the  liickiefl:  (hots  I ever 
fired,  laid  him  dead  at  the  diflance  only  of  a few 
yards  from  me. 

The  animal  was  the  property  of  one  of  the 
Kaminouquas  who  attended  me.  At  this 
moment  his  mafter  came  up  out  of  breath  to 
feize  him  and  bring  him  back  ; but  he  arrived 
only  in  time  to  fee  him  yield  his  laft  breath. 
At  this  fight  the  poor  Kaminouqua was  diftradt- 
ed ; he  began  to  weep  like  a child,  and  to  launch 
out  in  praife  of  his  ox,  which  he  faid  was  the 
befl;  and  the  mofl:  dear  to  him  he  had  ever 
poffelfed,  and  that  he  fhould  regret  the  lofs 
during  his  whole  life. 

However,  when  I promifed  to  give  hiiji 

another 
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another,  or  to  pay  him  according  to  his 
own  valuation,  his  tears  were  dried  up  at  once, 
his  lamentation  ceafed ; and  fo  fpeedily  was 
this  inconfolable  man  reconciled  to  his  lofs, 
that,  having  called  fome  of  his  comrades 
to  affift  him,  he  fet  himfelf  inftantly  to  work 
to  flay  and  cut  into  quarters  his  heft  friend, 
in  order  to  feafl;  on  him  the  very  fame  day. 

In  the  mean  time  I diredled  my  fcattered 
merchandize  to  be  collected.  This  occupied 
fo  much  time,  that  we  were  able  to  advance 
only  five  leagues  the  whole  day.  The  next 
we  made  very  little  more  progrefs ; but  this 
was  owing  to  an  accident  of  a different  kind, 
to  one  of  thofe  terrible  fouth-eaft  winds,  which 
are  the  moff:  furprifing  phenomena  and  ter- 
rible plagues  of  Africa. 

It  began  to  threaten  us  in  the  morning  ; and 
foon  increafing  every  moment  in  violence,  it 
overwhelmed  us  w^ith  fuch  clouds  of  fand  and 
gravel,  that  w^e  w^ere  abfolutely  blinded,  and 
prevented  from  advancing.  Its  fury,  increafed 
by  the  refiftance  of  the  lofty  mountains  to  the 
eaft,  through  the  defiles  of  which  it  had  to  force 
its  paflage,  became  at  length  fo  great  that  we 
were  obliged  to  halt. 

Having  unloaded  the  oxen,  wc  placed  our 
7 baggage 
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m heaps,  covering  them  at  the  fame 
time  with  large  ftones,  to  prevent  their  being 
blown  away. 

As  it  was  impoflible  for  us  to  ered  a tent, 
we  had  no  fhelter,  and  our  only  refource  was 
to  fit  or  lie  down  on  the  ground,  inhaling  the 
fand  by  which  we  were  blinded. 

In  the  evening  we  furrounded  ourfelves  with 
large  fires  as  ufual ; but,  the  wind  continuing, 
the  wood  was  fo  quickly  confumed,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  pafs  three-fourths  of  the  night 
without  any.  Yet  we  had  every  thing  to  fear 
from  the  wild  beafts,  for  we  had  perceived  the 
footfteps  of  feveral  on  our  road  ; and  it  would 
have  been  vain  to  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  off  by  the  report  of  our  guns,  for  the 
wind  was  fo  loud  that  they  could  not  have 
been  heard  to  any  purpofe. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  fear  and  apprehen- 
fion,  and  we  waited  the  return  of  day  with  im- 
patience : but,  far  from  its  reftoring  tranquillity 
TO  the  atmofphere,  the  violence  of  the  wind 
increafed  as  the  fun  rofe  above  the  horizon ; 
and  though  the  Iky  was  without  a cloud,  the 
face  of  the  fun  was  obfeured  by  the  columns  oP 

fand. 
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fand,  which  crowding  on  each  other,  darkenett 
the  atmofphere  as  they  pafled  over  our  head. 

What  we  experienced  was  neither  a ftorm, 
nor  a tempeft,  nor  a hurricane  : it  was  a true 
and  terrible  whirlwind  ( typhon).  Paterfon, 
who  experienced  a fimilar  one  beyond  Orange- 
River,  fays,  that  the  trees  round  him  were  torn 
up  by  the  roots.  Near  us  there  were  no  trees ; 
but  I faw  the  wind,  as  it  whirled  round,  form 
deep  cavities  in  the  ground,  carry  the  earth 
and  5 fand  to  a confiderable  diftance,  and 
then  let  it  fall  in  Ihowers  on  our  heads.  All 
the  viduals  we  drelfed  were  fo  covered  w'ith 
fand,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  eat  them. 

To  this  infupportable  conftraint  was  added 
the  uneafinefs  given  me  by  our  herds,  which, 
colleded  in  a mafs,  remained  motionlefs  with- 
out any  defire  to  eat  j and,  what  was  ftill  worfcj 
there  was  not  a drop  of  water  near  tne  camp. 
Such  were  the  vexatious  confequcnces  of  our 
lituation  ; nor,  obliged  to  flop  on  a fudden  in 
my  way,  was  it  in  my  power  to  choofe  a bet- 
ter halting-place. 

About  noon,  finding  the  wind  did  not  abate^ 
we  refolved  to  refume  our  journey,  and  pro- 
ceed 
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cecd  towards  a clufter  of  mouiitalns  to  the 
fouth-eaft.  The  horde  to  which  I was  travel- 
ling was  nearly  three  leagues  diftant ; and  to 
reach  it  we  muft  have  marched  diredly  againd 
the  wind,  which  would  not  have  been  pradi- 
cable. 

I gave  orders,  therefore,  for  our  departure. 
My  baggage,  which  was  now  buried  in  fand, 
was  uncovered  ; the  oxen  were  loaded,  and  we 
fet  off.  But  though  we  had  the  wind  a little 
on  one  fide  of  us,  it  greatly  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs.  My  favages  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
drive  the  oxen  in  a direct  line  toward  the 
mountains  : the  wind  was  fo  impetuous,  that 
the  poor  beads,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  in  fpite  of 
all  their  efforts,  gradually  declined  to  leeward  ; 
fo  that  our  backs  were  frequently  turned  to  the 
path  we  intended  to  purfue. 

What  I here  relate  will  by  no  means  fur- 
prife  thofe  who  have  travelled  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Africa.  They  know  the  terrible  effeds 
of  the  fouth-ead  wind  ; and  they  are  not  igno- 
rant, that,  if  certain  didrids,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  certain  mountains,  are  deditute  of  every 
kind  of  vegetation,  and  confequently  uninha- 
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bitabie,  it  is  becaule  they  are  particularly  ex.-r 
pofed  to  it. 

At  length,  however,  towards  evening,  it 
abated  ; the  weather  once  more  became  calm, 
and  we  had  a peaceful  night.  This  refpite 
was  a real  happinefs-to  us,  and  faved  the  lives 

» 

of  our  cattle.  The  next  morning  before  day- 
break we  refumed  our  march  towards  a Nirhi- 
qua  horde,  where  we  had  fcarcely  arrived  when 
the  wind  began  again  to  blow  as  violently  as 
ever. 

When  I approached  the  kraal,  I was  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  find  myfelf  received  as  an  old 
acquaintance.  This  furprife  was  renewed  on 
my  being  told,  that,  about  two  months  before, 
feveral  of  my  people  had  come  thither  from  my 
camp  at  Orange-River  to  purchafe  oxen  ; and 
that  the  chief  had  very  lately  fent  fome  of  his 
horde  to  them  to  procure  tobacco  and  hard- 
ware, which  he  fhowed  me,  and  which  1 perr 
ceived  to  have  been  mine. 

It  was  not  above  a fortnight  at  mofi;  that 
thefe  men  had  returned ; and  I learned  from 
them  news  of  Swanepoel  and  his  comrades, 
Aft^r  having  expeded  me  with  impatience, 
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they  began  to  be  uneaiy  about  me.  However, 
the  place,  fince  my  departure,'  was  totally 
changed.  The  rains  had  covered  the  ground 
with  verdure,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
every  where  embelliflied  with  fine  paftures. 
Accordingly  Swanepoel  had  fent  for  the  oxen 
I had  left  at  Bernfry’s  horde,  and  had  formed 
an  enclofure  for  them,  together  with  thofe 
which  he  himfelf  had  purchafed,  and  fiich  as  I 
had  bought  on  my  way  at  different  hordes, 
which  had  been  faithfully  conveyed  to  him 
according  to  the  engagements  of  the  venders. 

The  name  of  Bernfry,  which  now  flruck 
my  ear  for  the  firfi;  time  thefe  four  months, 
feemed  to  prefage  fome  fatal  news  to  me.  My 
foreboding  was  too  true.  I was  informed, 
that  this  abominable  knave,  enraged  at  my  not 
having  confided  to  him  the  fuperintendance  of 
my  camp  during  my  abfence,  had  revenged 
himfelf  by  the  moft  flagitious  condud;. 

When  Swanepoel  went  with  fome  men  to 
the  neighbouring  hordes  to  traffic  for  oxen, 
he  had  offered  to  accompany  them  under  pre- 
tence of  ading  as  a guide  ; and  the  refult  of 
thefe  journeys  was,  that  every  thing  bought  for 
me  ^vas  paid  for  at  double  its  value,  in  confe- 
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queace  of  his  previous  information  to  the 
fellers. 

Suppofing  me  ftill  refolved  to  return  to 
Orange-River  only  to  begin  a new  journey, 
and  thinking  that  my  plan  would  be  rendered  • 
impracticable  if  I were  in  want  of  articles  of 
trade,  he  had  endeavoured  to  exhauft  my  {lore; 
and  certainly,  if  circumftances  had  not  previ- 
ouily  determined  me  to  return  to  the  Cape, 
this  treacherous  fcheme  was  very  capable  of 
compelling  me  to  do  fo. 

To  acquit  myfelf  of  my  debt  to  the  Kami- 
nouqua,  whofe  ox  I had  killed  a few  days 
before,  I now  purchafed  one,  and  delivered  it 
to  him.  His  I diftributed  among  the  horde, 
as  the  haile  with  which  it  w^is  cut  up  had 
prevented  us  from  taking  the  neceffary  precau- 
tions for  keeping  it. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  for  three  whole 

I 

days  ; and,  as  I had  refolved  not  to  refuine  my 
journey  till  it  was  completely  abated,  I re- 
mained at  this  place.  This  delay,  however, 
W'as  not  loft  time  to  me  ; though  the  wind  in- 
commoded us  much  by  the  fituation  of  the* 
mountains  on  the  declivity  of  which  we  were* 
encamped,  as  from  thefe  it  ruflied  down  iiponi 
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us  with  violence.  I went  out  feveral  times  with 
my  gun,  and  with  fome  fuccefs;  for  I procured 
for  my  colledion  two  charming  fpecies  of 
animals  with  which  I was  before  unac- 
quainted. 

One,  of  the  fquirrel  genus,  but  longer  and 
more  llender  than  the  Canadian  fquirrel  de- 
fcribed  by  Buffon,  is  a new  fpecies.  It  is 
ifabella-coloured  on  the  back  and  fides  ; the  tail 
partly  the  fame,  partly  white  ; the  belly  white  ; 
and  it  has  a band  of  white  alfo  the  whole 
length  of  the  flank  on  each  fide.  Its  hair  re- 
fembles  the  quills  of  the  porcupine  rather  than 
the  fur  of  the  fquirrel.  That  on  the  tail, 
which  is  long  and  bufliy,  has  a degree  of 
flexibility  in  confequchce  of  its  length  ; but 
that  on  the  body  is  hard  and  ftiif,  fo  much  fo, 
that,  when  ftruck  with  a flick,  the  hairs  give  a 
kind  of  ruflling  found  againfl  each  other,  like 
the  porcupine’s  quills.  All  the  movements  of 
the  animal,  like  thofe  of  the  fquirrel,  are  light 
and  graceful  j and  like  the  fquirrel  alfo,  when 
running,  it  fpreads  its  line  tail.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas  call  it  aguhnp.  I killed  a male  and 
female  at  one  Ihot.  The  female  differs  only  in 
being  a little  lefs,  and  having  a colour  more 
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approaching  to  grey.  In  my  defcription:  of  the 
quadrupeds  of  Africa,  I fliall  give  a reprefenta- 
tion  of  this  pretty  little  animal. 

The  fecond  quadruped,  which  at  that  time 
was  totally  unknown  to  me,  was  a fpecies  of 
vivc7'ra\  at  leail  fo  1 judged  it  to  be.  My 
Hottentots  of  the  colony  all  recognized  it  as 
a miiys-hond  (moufe-dog),  a general  uame 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  for  all  the 
little  carnivorous  quadrupeds.  They  alfo 
almred  me,  that  it  was  very  common  in  many 
places  in  the  colony ; yet  I do  not  recolledl 
that  I ever  met  with  it  there.  Its  body  was 
the  fize  of  that  of  a kitten  fix  months  old  : it 
had  a very  large  nofe,  the  upper  jaw  exceed- 
ing: the  lower  near  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in 
length,  and  forming  a fort  of  moveable  fnout, 
releinbling  that  of  the  coati  of  Guiana.  The 
fore  feet  were  armed  with  four  large  claws, 
very  fliarp  and  curved ; the  hind  ones  have 
each  five,  but  they  are  fhorc  and  blunt.  All 
the  fur  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body  is 
marked  with  crofs  bands  of  a deep  brown  co- 
lour, on  a ground  of  light  brown  with  which 
many  white  hairs  are  intermixed.  The  lower 
part  of  the  body  and  infides  of  the  legs  are  of 

a red- 


i reddiHi  white.  The  tall,  wdilch  is  very  flelliy, 
and  more  than  two  thirds  longer  than  the  body, 
is  black  at  the  tip,  and  the  reft  brown,  inter- 
mixed with  white  hairs. 

This  animal  employs  its  fore  paws  to  dig 
very  deep  holes  in  the  earth,  in  which  it  re- 
mains concealed  during  the  day,  not  going  out 
till  fun-let  in  quell  of  food. 

In  the  fame  dillri6t  I caught  a Very  lingular 
bat,  which  one  evening  entered  my  tent,  and 
extinguilhed  my  candle  by  endeavouring  to 
perch  on  it.  This  fpecies  has  a fufficient  claim 
to  the  title  of  orcillar^  for  it  has  four  ears,  or 
at  lead  the  external  part  of  four  ears,  each  ear 
being  double  j the  outer  fold,  which  ferves  as 
a covering  to  the  inner,  is  very  ample,  being 
two  inches  eight  lines  high,  and  nearly  as  broad 
when  llretched  out.  On  the  nofe  alfo  a mem- 
brane Hands  ere£l,  one  inch  four  lines  in  height, 
which  might  be  taken  for  another,  ear,  as  it 
has  exadly  the  lhapeofone.  This  membrane, 
as  w^ell  as  the  ears  and  wings  of  the  animal, 
are  of  a ruliy  red,  paler  below  than  above. 
The  body  is  only  three  inches  long,  and  is 
covered  with  very  fine  greyilli  hair.  Its  wfidth, 
from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  other, 
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is  eight  inches.  The  reader  will  pardon  me 
for  inferting  thefe  trifling  details  of  mealure- 
inent,  of  which  1 am  not  more  fond  than  him- 
felf ; but  they  appeared  to  me  neceflary  here, 
to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  extraordinary 
length  of  the  ears  of  this  animal,  which  are 
certainly  larger  in  proportion  than  thofe  of  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  fince  they  are 
only  four  lines  ^ fhorter  than  the  body  itfelf. 

When  the  wind  had  entirely  fubhded,  the 
wild  animals,  and  particularly  the  ifabella-co- 
loured  zebras,  re-appeared  in  the  plain.  I had 
long  been  very  eager  to  procure  one  of  thefe, 
but,  notwithftanding  all  my  efforts,  had  never 
been  able  to  fucceed.  1 again  employed  a 
whole  day  in  hunting  them,  and  even  chafed 
them  to  the  dihance  of  more  than  feven  leagues 
from  the  horde  ; but  I found  it  impoflible  to 
overtake  them,  and,  after  a great  deal  of  ufelefs 
fatigue,  was  obliged  to  relinquifli  the  purfuit. 

This  wild  animal,  wTich  will  not  fuffer  it- 
felf to  be  approached,  is  the  only  one  I faw  in 
Africa,  a few  birds  of  lofty  flight  excepted, 
that  I was  unable  to  procure.  Never  having 
had  it  in  my  pofl'eflion,  I can  fay  no  more  of 
it  than  what  I have  already  wTitten,  and  I ffiall 

* The  French  divide  the  inch  into  twelve  lines.  T. 
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continue  to  give  it  the  name  of  Ifabclla  zebra, 
till  fome  more  fortunate  traveller  may  bellow 
on  it  another  appellation. 

I did  not  quit  the  horde  without  taking  ^ 
guides.  They  conducted  me,  by  a journey  of 
feven  or  eight  leagues,  to  the  dry  bed  of  a perio- 
dical river,  on  the  banks  of  which  they  left 
me,  and  which  they  afllired  me  was  that  Lion- 
River,  which  I had  eroded  farther  to  the  eall 
at  my  firll  departure.  If  it  be  difficult  in 
Africa  to  be  certain  of  the  courfe  of  a flowing 
river,  it  is  ftill  more  fo  to  afeertain  that  of  one 
that  is  dry.  I have  trulled  to  the  favages  for 
the  name  of  this,  and  I have  laid  it  down  in  my 
map  on  their  authority.  I much  'doubt,  how- 
ever, its  being  the  fame  river:  but  it  may  i 
poffibly  be  another  to  which  the  appellation 
of  Lion  has  been  given ; as,  in  fad:,  in  that 
pai*t  of  Africa  there  are  many  brooks  or  rivers 
that  bear  this  denomination.  Befides,  it  is 
enough  for  a planter  to  meet  with  a lion,  an 
elephant,  a buffalo,  or  any  other  animal,  on  the 
bank  of  a river,  to  give  it  immediately  its 
name.  Thus  it  is  we  find  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  feveral  Elephant- Rivers,  Buffalo- 
Rivers,  and  Lion-Rivers,  as  well  as  many 
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Zout-Rlvicren  (Salt- Rivers),  and  the  like  i 
which  may  eafily  lead  to  geographical  errors, 
particularly  in  fo  mountainous  a country^ 
where  it  is  impoffible  to  follow  a river  along 
its  banks  through  its  whole  courfe. 

From  the  banks  of  the  one  in  queftion,  we 
proceeded  the  fhorteft  way  to  Orange-River. 
It  was  midnight  when  we  arrived  at  it ; but 
the  joy  of  having  at  length  reached  the  river 
on  the  borders  of  which  my  camp  was  pitched, 
diffufed  throughout  my  caravan  a fort  of  deliri- 
ous ecftacy,  which  continued  till  dawn  and  pre- 
vented us  from  taking  the  fmalleft  repofe.  No- 
thino:  was  talked  of  but  the  moment  of  arrival. 
Had  I liftened  to  the  general  voice  of  impa- 
tience, I fliould  have  departed  inftantly.  Al- 
ready they  thought  themfelves  within  a fev\’- 
fteps  of  the  camp  ; yet  we  had  hill  a long  way 
to  travel  thither,  though  we  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  afeend  the  river  keeping  along  its  banks. 

I'he  great  number  of  trees  and  bufhes  by 
the  river’s  fide  obliged  my  caravan  to  keep 
at  a little  diftance  from  it  ; while  I and  my 
hunters,  in  the  hope  of  killing  fome  hippopo- 
tamufes,  never  quitted  it — fome  proceeding 
along  the  right  bank,  others  along  the  left. 
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Marching  in  this  order,  we  encamped  twice. 
At  length,  on  the  third  day,  the  Greater  Niml- 
<}iias,  finding  they  were  near  their  horde,  aflc- 
ed  leave  to  quit  me.  Certain,  however,  that 
it  would  give  them  pleafure,  I refolved  to  ac- 
company them,  and  return  them  as  it  were 
myfelf  into  the  hands  of  their  comrades. 

This  was  not  all.  Curious  to  know  the 
efFe<fl  that-  the  furprife  of  our  return  would 
produce  in  the  kraal,  I prohibited  any  one 
from  advancing  to  announce  me ; and  in  fadl 
they  were  fo  far  from  expeding  us,  and  our 
arrival  was  fo  fiidden,  that  when  they  law  us 
they  were  all  druck  dumb  with  aftonifhment. 

To  this  motionlefs  furprife  fucceeded  cries 
and  fhouts,  with  jumping,  fkipping,  and  all 
thofe  irregular  movements  -with  which  favages 
ufually  exprefs  the  tranfports  of  joy.  The 
wliole  kraal  was  foon  in  confufion  ; every  one 
congratulated  ' himfelf  on  finding  again  com- 
rades, friends,  relations,  whom  he  had  believed 
to  be  loft,  and  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  more. 
They  were  hugged  and  finothered  with  ca- 
rdies; while,  confefling  in  their  fimplicity  that 
I had  led  them  to  the  world’s  end,  they  lieight- 
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cned  the  general  intoxication,  by  relating  the 
marvels  they  had  witnelTed, 

Their  narrative  was  fo  interefting,  that  it 
brought  the  whole  crowd  around  them.  Inter- 
rupted every  moment  by  twenty  different 
perfons  with  as  many  different  queftions,  they 
refumed  their  difcourfe,  added,  exaggerated, 
confounded  circumftances  and  adventures  to- 
gether, and  rendered  their  tale  fo  confufed,  that 
it  excited  univerfal  rapture  from  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  its  being  incomprehenfible. 

This  continued  the  whole  day,  and  was 
interrupted  only  by  the  noify  diverfions  of  the 
night.  I could  fcarcely  hope  to  enjoy  the  re- 
frefhment  of  fleep  in  the  midfl;  of  people  whofe 
tumultuous  uproar  is  always  proportionate  to 
the  pleafure  they  feel,  and  among  whom  a fef- 
tlval  has  the  appearance  of  an  alarm  and  battle. 
Without  attempting,  therefore,  to  retire  to  my 
tent,  I remained  among  them,  and  thought 
only  of  enjoying  the  fpedacle  it  exhibited. 

The  narrators  of  what  they  had  feen  par- 
ticularly engaged  my  attention.  Knowing 
enough  of  the  language  to  underftand  them, 
they  amufed  me  extremelyr  Though  they 
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related  only  events  that  were  known  to  me, 
their  uncultivated  minds  interlarded  them  with  • 
fuch  extraordinary  remarks  and  circumftances, 
embelliflied  them  with  fuch  fublime  and  extra- 
vagant poetical  figures,  and  gave  them  fuch  a 
new  and  whimfical  air,  that  I fancied  myfelf 
liftening  to  fabulous  narrations.  Never  before 
had  I tafted  a fimilar  pleafure,  and  I frankly 
confefs  that  this  was  one  of  the  moft  pleafing 
nights  that  either  of  my  journeys  afforded. 

At  fun-rife,  when  every  one  retired  to  fleep, 
I took  my  gun,  and  went  to  try  my  fuccefs  in 
the  neighbourhood.  I found  nothing  to  add 
to  my  collection;  but  chance  afforded  me  an 
extraordinary  fhot,  fuch  as  perhaps  no  other 
fportfman  can  boaft. 

I was  fitting  at  the  foot  of  a tree,  with  my 
double-barrelled  gun  between  my  legs  ftraight 
before  me,  the  butt-end  refting  on  the  ground, 
and  my  finger  on  the  trigger.  In  the  other 
hand  I held  a leaf,  on  the  edge  of  which  I was 
whiffling  in  the  manner  of  fowlers  when 
they  wifh  to  draw  round  them  fmall  birds. 
A fpecies  of  red-breaft  came  and  pitched  boldly 
on  my  hat,  thence  hopped  to  the  mouth  of  my 
fufee,  and,  fetting  one  foot  on  each  barrel,'  re- 
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mained  motlonlefs,  liftenlng  to  the  mufic  of 
my  leaf,  which  was  altogether  new  to  him. 

In  defert  countries,  an  animal  that  has 
never  beheld  a human  being  fees  one  for  the 
lirft  time  without  alarm,  particularly  if  the 
individual  it  perceives  be  in  a ftate  of  reft  and 
do  not  move. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  motive  of  the 
bird  s familiarity,  its  boldnefs  fo  furprifed  me, 
that,  mechanically  and  without  reflexion,  I 
pulled  the  trigger,  and  the  gun  w’-ent  off.  I 
fuppofed  the  bird  would  have  been  torn  in  a 
thoufand  pieces  : but,  to  my  great  aftonilhment, 

1 faw  it  carried  up  thirty  feet  above  my  head, 
in  an  almoft  perpendicular  direction,  and  fall  a 
few  paces  from  me. 

I ran  to  pick  it  up.  The  ends  of  its  quill  , 
feathers  were  a little  fcorched,  and  it  appeared 
panting  and  extremely  frightened  ; but  by 
degrees  it  recovered,  and,  after  I had  fatisfied 
myfelf  that  it  had  received  no  wound,  I gave 
it  its  liberty,  and  it  flew  away  without  appear- 
ing to  be  in  the  leafl;  injured.  It  is  probable 
that  the  column  of  air  which  filled  the  barrel, 
being  driven  out  by  the  explolion,  firft  ftriick 
the  bird,  which,  by  a Angle  motion  of  its 
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<w'ing8,  was  thrown  out  of  the  line  of  clired;ion 
of  the  fhot,  which  pafled  in  a body  without 
touching  it,  while  the  fire,  occupying  a larger 
fpace,  fcorched  the  ends  of  its  wings  and  tail. 

The  oxen  which  1 had  hired  of  the  horde 
becoming  ufelefs  to  me,  as  my  effedis  were  con- 
fiderably  diminifhed,  and  I was  ^ but  a day’s 
journey  from  my  camp,  I returned  them  to 
their  owners,  inviting  them  to  come  in  a few 
days,  when  their, rejoicings  were  ended,  to  afic 
and  receive  the  reward  of  their  fervices, 

Thefe  fervices  w^ere  certainly  fmall,  as  lias 
been  feen  above  ; and,  fo  far  from  congratu- 
lating myfelf  on  having  fuch  travelling  com- 
panions, I had  wufhed  a thoufand  times  to  be 
rid  of  them.  But  periods  arrive  wdien  every 
thing  is  forgotten,  Thefe  men,  whofe  cow- 
ardice and  indolence  had  irritated  me  fo  much, 
appeared  no  longer  the  fame  when  they  were 
no  longer  necelfary  to  me.  I faw  them  with 
other  eyes,  and  framed  excufes  at  my  own  ex- 
pence for  their  condudl. 

How,  after  all,  could  I expe(fl:,  that  they 
fliould  enter  into  my  paffion  for  a fciencc  of 
wdiich  they  had  not  the  flighteft  notion?  Tran- 
(]uil  both  by  conftitution  and  by  habit,  im- 
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enflaved  to  fantaftic  defires,  they  could  not 
participate  in  my  follies.  How  often,  while 
I refufed  to  copy  their  wifdom,  have  I recol- 
leded  with  regret  the  moments  which,  dupe 
to  the  fpecious  promifes  of  men  and  their  per- 
fidious lies,  I have  painfully  wafted  in  endea- 
vouring to  ferve  them  ! How  often  have  I re- 
folved  never  again  to  exchange  my  repofe, 
and  its  unambitious  pleafures,  for  their  artifi- 
cial and  infipid  praifes,  for  the  fmoke  of  that 
incenfe,  which,  fo  to  fay,  you  at  laft  contrive 
that  they  fhall  blow  in  your  face  ! 

After  having  beftowed  fome  prefents  on  the 
women  and  children  of  the  horde,  I returned 
to  the  river  with  my  party,  and  we  continued 
to  proceed  along  its  courfe.  Though  this 
journey  was  through  places  which  every  one 
of  us  had  traverfed  a hundred  times,  no  one 
recolle6led  them,  fo  brilliant  an  appearance 
had  the  change  of  the  feafon  and  the  re-afeent 
of  the  fap  given  to  w^hat  at  our  departure 
wore  the  moft  fterile  afpedt. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  we  fliould  have  paf- 
fed  the  camp  without  knowing  it,  particularly 
as  it  was  fituated  behind  the  trees  on  the  other 
hank,  fo  as  to  be  concealed  from  our  view  ; but 
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at  length,  when  arrived  oppofite  to  it,  we  dif- 
covered  where  we  were  by  the  tomb  of  the 
KaminoiKpia  whom  the  lion  had  devoured. 

On  feeing  the  termination  of  fo  varied  an 
excurfion,  my  people  could  not  contain  their 
joy.  They  fhouted  aloud  to  inform  their 
comrades  of  their  arrival,  and  at  the  fame  time 
I ordered  a difcharge  of  all  our  mufkctry. 
This  double  fignal  was  heard,  and  anfwered 
by  fimilar  bowlings.  In  a moment  I faw  the 
whole  party  of  the  Hottentots  of  the  camp  run 
to  the  river,  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
acrofs,  to  exprefs  their  joy  at  iny  return,  and 
embrace  their  friends.  The  uproar  was  pre- 
cifely  fimilar  to  that  which  I had  witnefled 
the  day  before. 

SwanepocI  alone  remained  on  the  bank. 
Too  old  and  too  heavy  to  fwim,  he  ftretched 
out  his  arms  toward  us,  and  called  to  fome  of 
my  people  to  convey  him  over  on  the  raft. 
Amid  the  general  joy  and  furprife  no  one  had 
thought  of  him.  At  length,  however,  they 
complied  with  his  requeft ; and  the  old  man, 
throwing:  himfelf  into  my  arms  with  tears  in 

^ ^ r*  ^ 

his  eyes,  informed  me  of  all  the  uneafinefs  I^e 
had  undergone  in  my  abfence. 
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Thefe  four  months  had  been  an  age  to  him  5 
and,  though  I had  told  hiinho  wait  for  me  five 
or  lix,  he  had  been  in  doubt  whether  he  ought 
net  to  return  to  the  Namero ; particularly  as 
the  favages  who  condiulded  to  the  camp  the 
oxen  I bought  on  the  road  had  told  him,  that, 
with  the  friendly  manners  I had  the  art  of  em- 
ploying, I might  proceed  fo  far  into  the 
country  that,  perhaps,  he  would  never  hear  of 
me  again. 

Wc  were  rnudi  altered,  he  faid,  and  fallen 
away  j which,  confidering  the  excefiive  fa- 
tigues W’^e  had  undergone,  by  no  means  fur- 
prifed  me.  Scorched  nil  day  by  a fervid  fun,- 
obliged  continually  to  march  over  rocks  or 
fands,  fleeping  at  night  on  a fimple  mar,  and 
having  ufually  nothing  but  brackifh  w'ater  to 
drink,  I certainly  did  not  lead  the  life  oEa 
J'atrap^  whatever  may  be  Lid ; at  the  fame 
time  I do  not  regret  the  hardlhips  I expe- 
rienced. Indeed,  notwithfianding  'my  thin^ 
nefs,  I never  enjoyed  better  health. 

I crofied  the  river  on  the  raft,  and  fourid 
myfclf  at  lafl;  in  the  midft  of  my  real  and  pro- 
per canrp.  This  moment  was  delightful  to- 
me^ I fecm.ed  returned  to  take  poifefiion  of 
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my  eftate  after  a long  banilhment.  The  dogs 
I had  left  behind  knew  me.  They  jumped 
about  me  with  eagernefs,  and  bellowed  on  me 
a thoufand  carelfes. 

On  fuch  occafions  the  mereft  trifles  afford 
pleafure.  During  my  ab fence,  Swanepoel 
had  fuffered  the  hen  to  fit  upon  her  eggs,  and 
fhe  had  now  fixteen  chickens  of  a tolerable 
fize.  The  dogs  I brought  with  me,  not  being 
ufed  to  thefe  birds,  fprung  on  them,  and 
killed  three  at  the  firft  onfet.  The  hen,  and, 
which  v/as  furprifing,  the  cock  alfo,  engaged 
in  defence  of  the  brood,  which  gave  us  time  to 
come  to  their  affiflance.  In  our  poultry  yards 
we  never  fee  cocks  in  fuch  cafes  defend  their 
hens,  and  Hill  lefs  do  they  concern  themfelves 
about  the  chickens:  was  it  then  that  mine, 
having  but  one  female,  was  naturally  more  at- 
tached to  her,  and,  for  fhe  fame  reafon,  never 
having  feen  any  other  cock  carefs  his  com- 
panion, loved  her  the  more,  and  was  more 
fond  of  her  young  ? Be  that  as  it  may,  we  ob- 
ferve  all  wild  birds  in  general,  and  which  have 
Tut  one  female,  obflinately  defend  her,  and 
take  the  greatefl;  care  of  their  young  ; while  in 
the  domeftie  ftate,  in  which  we  leave  a num- 
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ber  of  hens  to  aflbciate  in  common  with  fev^- 
ral  cocks,  ihe  fame  attachment  to  the  female 
is  not  difplaycd,  and  flill  lefs  to  die  young  (he 
may  bring  forth<  Whether  the  cock  in  the  wild 
ftate  have  fevefal  hens,  is  a circumftance  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted.  Sonnerat,  to 
whom  natural  hiftory  is  greatly  indebted, 
brought  from  India  a wild  cock  and  hen, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  of  the  original  fpecies, 
whence  our  domeflic  ones  fprung;  but  he 
gives ‘us  no  information  refpcfling  the  man- 
ners of  thefe  birds.  In  Africa  I found  neither 
the  fpecies  nor  genus  of  our  domeflic  fowls, 
at  lead  in  a date  of  nature  ; though  I have 
fecn,  in  feveral  colledlions  in  Europe,  wild 
cocks  and  hens  altogether  different  from  thofe 
brought  over  by  Sonnerat,  and  forming  diflindl 
fpecies.  I ffiall  ,give  figures  of  them  in  my 
oinitholog-v. 

One  of  my  fird  cares  was  to  go  and  examine 
the  fkin  of  my  girade.  It  had  cod  me  too 
mucli  trouble  to  allow  me  to  be  indifferent 
about  its  prefervation.  Having  been  fix 
months  expofed  on  a fcaffold,  I had  reafon  to 
fear  its  being  damaged.  I approached  ft- 
trembling;  but  joy  foon  fucceeded  to  my 
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anxiety,  when  I faw  it  completely  dried,  and 
in  a hate  of  perfect  prefervation. 

It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  more  in  the 
order  of  things  to  have  vifited  my  cattle  before 
the  giraffe,  fmce  they,  in  reality,  w'ere  of  the 
inoft  confequence  to  me;  yet  they  had  only  the 
fecond  place  in  my  care.  They  were  feeding 
in  the  environs,  where  the  pafturage  was' fine. 
Some  goats  had  kidded  ; but  all  my  old  oxen, 
one  after  another,  had  died,  five  excepted,  which 
were  ftill  in  a weak  and  exhaiifted  ftate,  though 
labouring  under  no  difeafe.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  pains  Swanepoel  had  taken  to  pur- 
chafe  others,  he  ha4  been  able  to  procure  no 
move  than  feventeen  oxen  and  three  bulls, 
which  fortunately  were  in  good  condition. 

During  thefe  different  examinations,  1 had 
perceived  among  the  people  in  my  fcrvicc 
fome  thirty  new  faces.  I faw  alfo  at  a little 
diftance  from  the  camp  a certain  number  of 
ffrange  huts.  On  demanding  an  explanation 
of  this,  I was  told,  that  part  of  the  ftrangers 
were  favagcs  from  the  neighbouring  hordes 
fent  to  procure  tobacco.  The  huts  had  been 
ereded  by  other  favager,  who  had  come  to 
fettle  und^r  the  prd'tedion  of  Swanepoel,  to 
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be  fecure  from  the  attacks  of  the  Eofhmen, 
and  had  formed  a little  kraal  near  the  camp. 

And  thus  it  is  that  in  the  infancy  of  nations 
towns  are  formed.  A few  feeble  individuals 
feek  an  afylum  near  the  flrong.  By  degrees 
the  fociety  increafes  ; trade  dra\ys  ftrangers  to  - 
it ; and,  as  it  augments  in  number,  wealth,  and 
llrength,  it  infenfibly  becomes  a people,  and 
adopts  a form  of  government.  Into  this  fnare 
their  happinefs  frequently  falls  a facrifce. 

The  news  of  my  arrival  having  reached  the 
horde  of  Bernfry,  he  forgot  the  complaints  I 
had  againft  him,  and  came  to  pay  me  a vifit. 
Meeting,  how^ever,  with  a very  unwelcome 
reception  both  from  Swanepoel  and  me,  he 
liftened  to  us  for  a while  without  a word  of 
reply,  and  then  turned  his  hack  upon  us;  which 
pleafed  m.e,  as  I hoped,  by  this  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt, I fhculd  be  delivered  in  future  from  his 
knavifh  tricks. 

In  the  different  excurfions  that  Swanepoel 
and  Klaas  Bader  had  made  to  procure  oxen, 
they  had  killed  a large  monkey,  of  a peculiar 
fpecies,  the  fkin  of  which  they  had  perfcdly 
preferved,  following  the  method  which  they 
had  feen  me  employ.  This  animal^  t\vo  feet 
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and  half  high,  is  covered  with  dark-brown 
hair  as  aiffas  that  of  a hog.  Its  eyes,  fituated 
very  high,  and  level  with  the  furface,  give  its 
face  a totally  different  appearance  from  tliat  of 
other  monkeys.  Swanepoel  informed  me, 
that  he  had  killed  this  among  a very  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  fame  fpecies,  iome  of 
which  appeared  to  him  much  larger. 

My  people  had  been  hitherto  employed, 
hnce  my  arrival,  in  unloading  the  oxen  of  the 
caravan,  and  tranfporting  my  baggage  acrofs 
the  river  on  the  raft.  The  moft  important 
bufmefs  remained  ftill  to  be  performed,  that  of 
conduding  to  the  camp  the  oxen  themfelves; 
They  had  hoped  to  make  them  pafs  the  river 
by  fwirnming  ; but  as  the  oxen  had  never  feen 
a river  fo  broad,  they  were  terrified  at  the 
paffage,  and  all  refufed  lo  attempt  it.  To  no 
purpofe  did  they  fend  fome  of  my  herd  into 
the  water  before  them,  to  encourage  them  by 
. their  example,  and.  employ  every  poffible 
means,  even  to  blows  ; they  ftill  refifted.  At 
length,  as  night  drew  on,  they  refolved  to 
try  what  appeared  the  laft  refource. 

A little  higher  up  the  river  was- a holme, 
which  divided  it  into  two  branches ; and  it 
• ' U 4 might 
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might  be  prefumed,  that  the  animals,  obferv- 
ing  a fmaller  fpace  of  water,  would  be  lefs 
afraid,  and  venture  to  fwim  acrofs.  At  leaft 
fo  we  flattered  oiirfelves  ; and,  accordingly,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  to  the  place,  with  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  them  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  orders  to  attempt  the  paflage 
at  funrife. 

Having  made  this  arrangement,  I thought 
every  neceflary  precaution  taken,  and  accord- 
ingly retired  to  reft,  in  my  waggon,  wdth  a 
• mind  devoid  of  anxiety.  I was  faft  afleep 
there  in  the  ntmoft  tranquillity,  when  Klaas 
came  haftily  to  waken  me,  and  defire  me  to 
rife  without  delay. 

My  firft  thought  was,  that  he  was  eager  to 
inform  me  of  the  paflage  of  my  cattle  ; and  I 
afked  whether  it  had  been  attended  with  much 
difficulty.  “ That,”  faid  he,  “ is  not  the  bu- 
“ fmefs ; all  is  lofl.  The  keepers  fell  afleep 
“ in  the  night,  and  let  out  their  fires.  I'he 
, “ Bofhmen,  who  were  on  the  watch,  took  ad-' 
“ vantage  of  their  fleep  to  drive  off  the  whole 
“ herd.  By  chance  one  of  the  fleepers  awoke, 
“ and,  perceiving  the  robbery,  called  to 
“ arms.  They  all  ran  after  the  marauders, 
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but  tbefe  were  fo  numerous,  and  their  rear- 
“ guard,  which  covered  the  march  of  the  reft, 
“ let  fly  at  them  fo  many  arrows,  that  our 
“ people,  after  a few  difcharges  of  their  muf- 
“ kets,  returned,  bringing  back  only  three  of 
“ the  oxen  that  lagged  behind,  and  had  been 
“ very  feverely  handled.  We  have  but  one 
“ refource  left,  which  is  to  purfue  the  robbers 
“ with  a ftrong  party ; but  then  we  muft  fet 
“ off  without  delay,  and  not  lofe  a moment.” 

Circumftanced  as  I was,  this  accident  was 
extremely  vexatious  to  me  ; not  merely  from 
the  great  lofs  it  occafioned,  but  becaufe,  by 
taking  from  me  the  cattle  intended  to  recruit 
my  teams,  it  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  re- 
turning to  the  Cape. 

The  news  had  fcarcely  reached  my  camp, 
when  the  fufpicions  of  my  people  fell  upon 
the  Houzouanas,  againft  w^hoin  they  were  ftill 
prejudiced.  According  to  them,  thefe  plun- 
derers alone  were  to  be  charged  with  it,  who, 
after  infidious  inftances  of  fervice,  had,  in 
their  opinion,  followed  our  track,  and  availed 
themfelves  of  the  moment  'of  my  abfence 
to  carry  off  Vv^hat  I was  not  at  hand  to  defend. 

I could  not  credit  thefe  accufations ; and  the 
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event  proved  them  to  be  unfounded.  But  I 
had  no  inclination  to  wafte  my  time  in  con- 
futing them.  It  was  of  little  confequence  to 
me  to  know  who  had  committed  the  theft;  my 
bufmefs  Vv^as  to  recover  the  booty,  and  this 
was  to  be  done  only  by  following  the  advice 
of  Kiaas. 

I iffued  my  orders  in  confequence.  Un- 
certain of  the  time  the  expedition  might  re- 
quire, though  affured  it  could  not  fucceed 
wnthout  great  celerity,  I loaded  an  ox  with  my 
marquee,  my  cloak,  fome  ammunition,  the 
kroffes  of  the  mien  who  were  to  attend 
me,  and  two  fheep,  which  we  killed  and 
fkinned. 

My  detachment  confided  of  the  faithful 
Kiaas,  four  of  my  braved  hunters,  of  whom 
Bader  was  one,  and  eight  Hottentots  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  Kiaas  was  armed  at 
all  points  like  myfelf,  and  like  me  alfo  was 
on  horfeback.  I took  with  me,  befides,  a 
part  of  my  pack,  not  omitting  my  great  dog 
Yager. 

4- 

AVe  foon  croffed  the  river  and  reached  the 
keepers.  They  appeared  fo  confounded  at 
feeing  me,  that,  if  I had  had  time  to  reprimand 
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tFem  for  their  negligence,  the  lhame  and  for- 
row  they  felt  would  not  have  left  me  the  heart 
to  do  it.  Befides,  there  were  Kamindiiquas 
among  them,  who,  having  lent  me  their  oxen 
on  hire  for  the  journey,  had  loft  them  by  the 
robbery,  as  I had  mine. 

Thefe  men  requefted  permiffion  to  attend 
me,  that  their  own  concerns  might  not  be 
negledled.  To  this  I confented  ; and  I ordered 
the  reft  to  repair  to  the  camp,  with  the  three 
oxen  they  had  recovered,  in  the  heft  manner 

they  could.  . 

We  could  not  miftake  our  road,  as  it  was 
traced  on  the  fand  by  the  footfteps  of  our  ani- 
mals, which  we  followed  for  fix  full  hours, 
going  up  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  length 
they  appeared  to  ftrike  off  from  the  river  at 
an  angle,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  coun- 
try. 

Here  the  approach  of  night  determined  me 
to  flop.  I ordered  fires  to  be  lighted,  and 
fome  neceflkry  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
furprife,  and  in  the  mean  time  I proceeded 
with  Klaas  to  reconnoitre  the  track,  and  make 
myfelf  certain  of  its  diredion. 

After  about  h^f  an  hour’s  ride,  we  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  that  the  herd  had  been  divided,  one 
part  turning  off  due  eafl,  .the  other  continuing 
to  advance  to  the  north.  The  latter  being  the 
more  confiderable,  we  refolvcd  to  make  that 
our  purfuit,  and,  the  fooner  to  overtake  it,  to 
refume  our  journey  before  day.  This  plan 
being  fixed,  we  returned  to  the  halting-place  ; 
and,  after  a very  peaceable  night,  fet  off,  in  fadt, 
two  hours  before  funrife. 

Though  we  could  not  fee  the  track  becaufe 
of  the  darknefs,  I flattered  myfelf,  that,  by 
travelling  northerly,  I fliould  not  mifs  it ; and, 
if  I did  mifs  it,  it  could  not  much  fignify,  as 
we  might  foon  find  it  again,  and  without  dif~ 
ficulty.  We  made,  however,  no  miftake ; 
for,  when  day  broke,  we  found  ourfelves  fol- 
lowing precifely  its  diredicn  ; but,  after  tra- 
velling four  long  leagues,  I perceived  it  vifibly 
to  bend  to  the  right,  as  if  to  rejoin  the  divifion 
which  had  turned  ofl' to  the  eaft.  Bafter,  who 
had  traverfed  this  diftridl;  in  my  abfence,  told 
me  he  knew  where  he  was,  and  that  a very 
little  way  off  was  a horde  of  Kaminouquas, 
which  he  had  vifitcd  for  the  purpofe  of  trade. 

From  what  he  fiiid  of  the  fituation  of 
this  horde,  I found  that  it  was  between 
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the  two  tracks.  My  companions,  more  dif- 
truftful,  thought  they  both  terminated,  there, 
and  that  the  Kaminoiiquas  were  confequently 
the  thieves. 

I could  not  eafily  fufpedt  a nation,  which, 
in  all  its  dealings  with  me  and  all  its  tradings 
at  the  camp,  had  uniformly  fhown  itfelf  juft 
and  true.  Befides,  by  proceeding  to  the  kraal 
as  my  people  propofed,  I diould  quit  the  track, 
and  perhaps  lofe  a portion  of  time  that  was 
very  valuable.  However,  as  all  my  company 
were  unanimous  for  this  digreflion,  I at.laft 
yielded  to  the  general  opinion,  and  we  repaired 
ftraight  to  the  horde. 

I had  not  been  miftaken  In  my  good  opi- 
nion of  it.  The  moment  I reached  it,  1 per- 
ceived by  the  ferenit’y  of  the  countenances  of 
the  favages,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which 
they  accofted  me,  that  my  companions  w'ere 
wrong  In  their  fufpicions.  Of  this  they  were 
foon  convinced  themfelves,  and  were  not  back-- 
ward  to  avow  their  error.  ^ 

We  here,  however,  gained  intelligence  of 
the  ftolen  herd.  One  of  the  favages  had  feen 
it  pafs  by  the  evening  before,  efcorted  by  a 
great  number  of  men,  who  feemed  proceed- 
ing 
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ing  towards  the  river,  on  the  other  fide  of 
which  they  probably  dwelt.  Two  perfons 
voluntarily  offered  to  point  out  their  track, 
and  be  my  guides  acrofs  the  river  to  the  place 
in  queftion.  This  offer  I accepted ; but, 
alas  I I was  little  aware  to  what  a cruel  fate 
they  would  be  expofed  by  their  generous  fer- 
vices. 

Meanwhile,  as  to  myfelf,  it  was  fortunate 
for  me  that  I.  vifited  the  horde ; for  the  ox 
that  carried  my  baggage  was  fo  exhaiifted  with 
fatigue,  as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of  going 
any  farther.  _ I therefere  hired  two  others  to 
fupply  his  place.  1 alfo  added  two  frcQi  llicep 
to  our  provifion;  and  we  fpeedily  departed. 

We  were  obliged  to  travel  four  leagues  call 
by  north  before  we  re-difeovered  the  track.  It 
'then  appeared  again,  and  led  us  to  the  banks 
of  Orange-River,  where  it  terminated.  At 
this  place,  therefore,  the  robbers  muff  have 
croffed  the  river  v^rith  their  booty.  The  facl 
I thought  unqueftionable ; yet  my  two  Ka- 
minouqua  guides  fw’ain  over  to  be  certain 
of  it. 

As  I had  no  doubt,  from  the  information  I 
' had  received,  but  the  Bolhmen  oi  whom  I w’as 
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in  queft  dwelt  on  that  fide,  I thought  It  pru- 
dent to  leave  the  ftream  between  them  and 
me,  and  to  fpend  the  night  where  I was.  We 
had  travelled,  during  the  day,  thirteen  leagues, 
without  any  where  flopping,  except  at  the 
kraal ; and  of  courfe  we  wanted  reft.  Our 
two  guides,  after  they  had  difeovered  the  track 
and  follov/ed  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  re- 
turned ; but,  wlien  arrived  at  the  river,  they 
faw,  floating  on  the  water,  a drowned  ox, 
which  they  puftied  forward,  and  drove  afhore- 
near  where  we  were  encamped.  Upon  examin- 
ing, 1 found  it  to  be  one  of  mine,  for  it  had  my 
mark  ; and  Klaas,  befides,  Inftantly  knew  it. 

During  the  night  I was  bufied  on  the  means 
of  paflTing  the  river.  ' I had  obferved  it  no 
where  fo  broad  and  rapid,  and  it  was  an  art- 
ful trick  of  thefe  robbers  to  choofe,  for  crofling 
k,  the  moft  difficult  and  dangerous  fituation. 

What  particularly  aftonifhed  me  was,  that 
they  had  fucceeded  in  diiving  over  the  cattle, 
while  my  people  could  not  even  get  them  into 
the  water'  at  a place  where  it  was  two  thirds 
narrower.  This  thought  increafed  my  rage; 
and,  to  confefs.the  truth,  I had  need  of  fome 
fuch  motive  to  animate  me  againll  the  plun- 
derers, 
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derers,  as  I fhould  otherwife  have  been  ftag- 
gered  by  the  difficulty  of  the  paffiage,  which 
would  have  induced  me  to  return  and  relin- 
qulffi  the  purfuit. 

Though  exafperated,  I was  not,  however, 
blind  to  the  danger ; and,  in  fome  degree  to 
tiirainiffi  it,  I proceeded  farther  up  the  river, 
and  croffied  it  where  its  bed  was  much  lefs 
wide.  I had  no  room  to  fear  going  out  of 
the  way  by  this  proceeding ; for,  befides  that 
the  drowned  ox  convinced  me  that  the  Bofli- 
men  were  higher  up,  my  guides,  who  had  re- 
connoitred the  track  the  day  before,  could  not 
fail  of  putting  me  into  it. 

In  fad,  we  eafily  found  it  again,  and  pur- 
fued  it  anew  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues, 
when  my  Kaminouquas  fuddenly  flopped  as  it 
thunderftruck ; for  the  footileps,  inflead  of 
continuing  to  tend  towards  the  horde  they  had 
fufpeded,  turned  off  at  an  angle,  and  were  di- 
reded  a fecond  time  to  the  river. 

This  new  difappointment  put  us  all  to  a 
ftand.  The  furprife  was  general  ; and  we 
looked  at  one  another  for  fome  time  without 
fpeaking  a word.  Our  guides,  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge the  innocence  of  the  horde  they 
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had-' accufed,  how  turned  their  rufpicions  to 
another  that  refided  five  leagues  from  the  river, 
on  the  fide  we  had  quitted  ; and,  in  fad, 
every  footftcp  pointed  to  the  river,  not  one 
from  .it. 

So  many  contradidions  feenied  created  on 
purpofe  to  difcourage  me ; yet  had  they  no 
other  effed  than  to  provoke  and  animate  me 
the  more.  Accordingly  we  paffed  the  river  a 
third  time,  and,  after  hopping  to  take  fome  re- 
frefiiment,  refumed  our  purfuit  of  the  track, 
which  at  firfi,  for  the  fpace  of  a league,  led  us 
north-weft,  and  th.  n approached  ("'range-Riyer 
once  more  by  a large  circuit,  which  brought 
us  nearly  back  to  the  ).lace  where  wq  had 
crofted  it  the  preceding  evening.  • 

Thus,  after  various  turnings  and  windings, 
after  three  days  toilfome  travelling,  we  were 
obliged  to  pafs  the  river  a fourth  time.  To 
deceive  and  miflead  me  with  refped  to  their 
-courfe,  the  plunderers,  with  artful  and  deep- 
laid  contrivance,  had  crolTed  it  tbemfelves  three 
times ; and  thereby  led  me,  by  forced  marches 
and  countermarches,  to  a confiderable  diftance 
after  a horde  which  lived  fcarcely  more  than 
VoL.  III.  X eighteen 
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eighteen  or  twenty  leagues  from  my  caWp, 
and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river. 

Certainly,  had  I known  thefe  circumftances, 
I might  have  faved  myfelf  much  pain  and  la- 
bour : but  how  could  I divine  them  ? And 
who,  in  my  place,  would  not  have  been  equally 
deceived  ? My  guides  themfelves,  confounded 
at  fo  much  art,  were  afraid  I Ihould  not  be- 
lieve them,  but  fufpedl  them  of  favouring  the 
thieves,  and  aflifting  them  to  put  their  booty 
in  a ftate  of  fecurity,  by  making  me  lofe  fo 
much  valuable  time.  To  convince  me  of  their 
good  faith,  they  would  in  every  inftance  pafs 
the  river  before  me,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  that 
the  footfteps  adlually  re-appeared,  before  they 
would  advife  me  to  follow  them. 

This  laft  palTage  had  nearly  coft  me  my  life. 
I attempted  it  as  ufual  on  horfeback,  while  two 
fwimmers  conduced  the  horfe  by  the  bridle. 
About  the  middle  of  the  river,  one  of  the  rings 
of  the  bit  gave  way.  Finding  himfelf  incom- 
moded by  the  other,  he  jerked  his  head  fo  vio- 
lently as  to  make  the  fecond  fwimmer  let  go 
his  hold;  and  the  horfe  was  accordingly  at  the 
mercy  of  the  ftream.  As  I had  no  means  of 
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commanding  him,  I looped  forward  over  his 
neck,  and  endeavoured  to  guide  him,  by  pat- 
ting him  with  my  hand.  But  to  fwiin  as  I 
wiihed  him  required  ftrength,  and  of  this  his 
journey  had  totally  deprived  him  j fo  that  he 
drove  with  the  current  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  without  making  any  effort  but  what 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep  him  above  water. 

Luckily  for  me,  the  current,  by  which  vve 
Were  in  danger  of  drowning,  drove  him  to  the 
bank,  but  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue  that  he 
could  not  hand.  My  people,  who  ran  to  my 
affiftancCj  endeavoured  in  vain  to  fet  him  upon 
his  feet : all  their  efforts  were  to  no  purpofe  ; 
he  was  perfedly  unable  to  rife,  and  abfolutely 
lay  on  the  place  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
all  the  night. 

To  allow  him  the  more  time  to  recover,  I 
did  not  fet  off  till  late  in  the  morning.  We 
again  followed  the  track  of  our  cattle,  which  led 
us  eaftward  for  four  leagues',  when  we  fell  into 
a path  that  conducted  to  the  horde.  In  this 
path  terminated  the  footfteps  of  our  oxen,  all 
of  which  had  affembled  together  ^in  this  place; 
fo  that  we  had  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  this 
horde  were  the  robbers. 

X 2 
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My  two  Kamlnouqua  guides  requefted  mt 
to  excLife  their  accompanying  me  any  farther. 
They  were  afraid,  if  they  proceeded  with  119, 
they  might  be  known,  and  that,  fufpeded  of 
having  conduded  me  to  the  horde,  a war  be- 
tween the  two  nations  would  be  the  confe- 
quence.  Their  fear  was  well  founded,  and 
their  caution  fufficiently  reafonable.  Seeing, 
therefore,  nothing  but  what  was  juft  in  their 
requeft,  unfortunately  for  them  I complied 
with  it.  It  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  conti- 
nue where  we  then  were,  and  there  await  our 
return.  However,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
prudent  to  advance  in  broad  day  and  expofe 
ourfelves  too  openly,  I refolved  to  w'ait  till 
night.  Dark  as  it  might  prove,  the  path  was 
too  much  trodden  for  us  to  be  in  any  danger 
of  lofing  our  way.' 

We  fet  olf  at  two  in  the  morning  with  the 
profoandeftfilence,and  foon perceived  the  light 
of  ieveral  fires,  which  my  people  fuppofed  to 
be  about  three-quarters  of  a league  diftant. 
On  advancing  farther,  we  heard  fongs,  fhouts 
of  joy,  and  immoderate  laughter.  The  rob- 
bers V ere  diverting  themfelves  and  feafting  at 
my  expence,  , 
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Their  noifmefs,  however,  had  one  good 
effedL  My  dogs,  on  approaching  them,  be- 
gan to  bark  fo  loudly,  that  we  thought  proper 
to  muzzle  them  ; and,  but  for  the  uproar  that 
drowned  their  voices,  they  would  infallibly 
have  betrayed  us.  And  now  behold  me  for 
the  firh  time  in  my  life  in  a ftate  of  war  with 
a favage  horde,  and  determined  to  carry  it  on 
with  art,  if  I found  myfelf  oppofed  by  a fupe- 
rior  force  ! 

As  it  was  no  favourable  moment  for  the  at- 
tack, I deferred  it  till  break  of  day  ; and,  that 
it  might  be  condu<3:ed  in  the  moft  advanta- 
geous manner,  I intrenched  both  myfelf  and 
my  troop  behind  a thick  patch  of  brufhwood, 
which  afforded  us  a fccure  rampart  againll;  the 
offenfive  weapons  of  our  enemies,  and  ren- 
dered ours  ftill  more  formidable. 

The  bufli  was  large  enough  to  contain  and 
fhelter  all  my  fufileers,  and  each  of  us,  by  fe- 
parating  a few  branches,  made  a fort  of  loop- 
hole, through  which  he  could  prefent  the* 
mouth  of  his  piece  and  fire. 

In  this  fituation,  we  w^aited  patiently  and  in 
filence  for  the  moment  of  attack.  The  knaves 
themfelves  feem'ed  to  favour  us  by  their  con- 
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dud.  Their  obflreperous  joy  fubfided  by 
degrees  ; and  at  length,  giving  way  to  fatigue, 
they  withdrew  into  their  huts  to  deep,  and  the 
noife  ceafed  altogether. 

Day  appeared,  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  my  im- 
patience, which  I could  fcarce  reftrain.  But 
I then  perceived  that  we  had  badly  calculated 
our  diftance.  Our  poll  was  fo  far  from  the 
kraal,  that  our  fliot  would  hardly  reach  it. 
We  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  quit  the  bufh, 
and  approach  nearer  the  huts  : but  we  left  our 
two  oxen  and  my  two  horfes  flieltered  by  it, 
with  a man  to  take  care  of  them,  that  they 
might  be  ready  for  my  ufe  if  we  experienced 
a check. 

Certain  that  all  the  people  of  the  kraal 
were  fall  afleep,  we  advanced  openly,  and  took 
poll  in  front  of  it  within  gun-hiot.  The 
kraal  was  of  confiderable  fize,  appearing  to 
contain  about  thirty  or  forty  huts.  It  was  built 
on  the  fide  of  a hill,  about  half  way  up  its  accli- 
vity, and  behind  it  a range  of  lolty  mountains 
ardfe  like  an  amphitheatre. 

All  our  guns  were  loaded,  which  I thought 
a neceflary  precaution  : yet  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  commence  hoftilities  by  the  effufion 
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of  blood.  I was  delirous  of  alarming  the  rob- 
bers  only,  and  putting  them  to  flight,  by  the 
terror  of  a hidden  and  unexpeded  attack.  Jn 
confequence,  I enjoined  my  people  to  fire  in- 
to the  air,  and  pontively  forbad  them  to  aim 
at  a Angle  man,  unlefs  we  were  obliged  to  do 
lb,  and  I Ihould  give  exprefs  orders  to  that 
purpofe. 

I began  the  attack  by  firing  my  large  car- 
bine, the  report  of  which,  re-echoed  by  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  produced  a thunder- 
ing noife.  We  expeded  that  the  whole  horde 
would  run  away  affrighted  at  the  found ; and 
my  people  prepared  to  heighten  the  general 
terror  by  a dilcharge  of  their  mulketry.  To 
our  great  aftonilhment,  hov/ever,  not  a Angle 
perfon  appeared.  I ordered  feveral  other 
difcharges  of  our  guns,  but  ifi  vain;  every, 
thing  ftill  continued  quiet,  and  I was  at  a lofs 
\vhat  to  augur  from  the  circumftance. 

This  fecurity  was  but  apparent.  While 
every  thing  without  indicated  fleep  and  tran- 
quillity, within  all  was  confulion  and  affright. 
But  by  an  infernal  flratagem,  in  which  my 
robbers  no  doubt  had  long  been  pradifed,  no 
one  would  fiiew  himfelf  till  all  were  in  a Rate 
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of  defence.  Probably  they  had  a fignal  to 
inform  each  other  on  inch  occahons  when  ' 
they  were  ready. 

W lien  armed,  all,  fuddenly  and  at  the  fame 
inhant,  HTiied  from  their  huts,  advanced 
towards  us  with  fearful  yells,  and  difeharged 
a flight  of  arrows,  which  fell  (hort,  as  we  w’ere 
out  of  their  reach,  and  which  we  returned  by 
a difeharge  of  our  pieces,  fl.i'11  firing  over  their 
huts. 

The  favages,  finding  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  fuppofed  that  my  (hot  could  not  in- 
jure them.  They  accordingly  all  joined,  and 
advanced  againft  us  with  fury.  I waited  their 
approach  without  moving.  My  people,  in 
the  mean  time,  cried  out  to  them  to  refiore 
my  oxen.  Whether  they  heard  us  amid  the 
general  noife,  I am  ignorant;  but,  being  arrived 
within  bow'-fliot,  they  fent  us  another  fi  ght  of 
arrows,  which  now  fell  every  where  around  us. 

Thinking  that  it  w^as  no  longer  time  to 
dally  and  content  myfelf  wdth  empty  noife, 

I ordered  my  men  to  fire  at  their  antagonifts ; 
and,  our  difchargis  fucceeding  alternately, 
we  foon  f^w  the  troop  difperling  like  ants, 
each  running  his  owm  way,  with  yells  which 
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« W'ere  not,  like  the  former,  fignals  of  battle  and 
die  exprclBon  of  intrepidity,  but  the  cries  of 
defpair. 

Soon,  however,  they  rallied  ; and  I faw 
them  even  gain  the  funimit  of  the  hill,  collect 
my  cattle  that  were  fcattered  about  upon  it, 
and  difappear  with  them.  Theirivomen  and 
children  had  already  repaired  thither  during 
the  engagement,  fo  that  the  fhadow  of  an 
enemy  was  no  longer  to  be  feen. 

The  moft  vexatious  circumftance  that  could 
happen  to  me  at  fuch  a juncture  was  this  re.- 
treat,  which  a fecond  time  deprived  me  of  my 
cattle.  Where  would  have  been  the  ufe  of  all 
the  labour  and  fatigue  that  for  fome  days  X 
had  undergone,  if,  without  refource,  they 
w'ere  taken  from  me  anew  ? Not  a moment 
was  to  be  loft.  Should  the  troop  reach  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains  with  them,  their  re- 
covery would  be  impoflible,  and  they  would 
be  gone  for  ever. 

I fe.nt,  therefore,  for  my  two  horfes,  which 
were  behind  the  bufli,  and  difiiatching  three 
of  my  m.arkfmen  to  intercept  the  herd  and 
its  conductors  on  one  fide,  I galloped  away 
with  Klaas  to  cut  off  their  retreat  on  the  other. 
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I foon  perceived  the  favages  defcending  the 
back  of  the  hill,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  a 
plain,  in  which  was  a wood.  On  feeing  us, 
they  redoubled  their  fpeed,  and  difappcared  a 
fecond  time  : but  thofe  who  drove  the  cattle, 
unable  to  make  them  proceed  as  fall  as  they 
wilhed,  on  account  of  the  defcent,  and  find- 
ing themfclves  in  danger  of  being •furrounded, 
quitted  the  herd,  and  ran  to  join  their  com- 
rades. 

T heir  flight  was  accelerated  by  the  arrival  of 
my  three  markfmen,  who  came  near  enough  to 
fire  at  and  kill  one  of  them.  In  the  mean  time 
I arrived  with  Klaas  by  the  other  route  of  the 
circle,  and  thus  wq  got  polTeflion  of  the  cattle. 

It  was  neverthelefs  pcifible,  that  the  fugi- 
tives, recovering  from  their  firft  furprife, 
might  be  afliamed  of  having  fled  before  a few 
men,' whom  they  twenty  times  out-numbered, 
and  return  to  attack  us  in  force.  Befides,  if  they 
wanted  courage,  they  were  not  unflcilled  in 
, wiles  and  ftratagems^  and  they  might  thereby 
harafs  our  retreat,  and  gradually  deprive  us  of 
the  fruit  of  our  vi^ory.  Without  a moment’s 
delay,  therefore,  I polled  twm  men  on  the  hill 
to  watch  their  movements,  and  obferve  whe- 
ther 
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ther  they  came  out  of  the  wood,  while  I pro- 
ceeded to  the  kraal  to  rejoin  the  reft  of  my 
troop,  having  the  herd  driven  before  me. 

Either  by  the  extreme  fafgue  of  the  forced 
march  they  had  been  compeikd  to  make,  or 
by  wounds  from  the  aflagayf^  with  which  they 
had  been  driven  on,  alinoft  all  the  cattle  w’ere 
lamed.  However,  it  was  a happinefs  to  us  to 
recover  them  in  any  condition.  The  Kaminou- 
quas  knew  theirs,  which  were  all  complete  in 
point  of  number,  as  alfo  were  mine,  the  ox  ex- 
cepted which  tv  as  drowmed  in  the  river,  and 
my  war-ox.  This  fine  animal  had  been  killed 
for  the  feaft,  and  we  found  his  head  on  the 
ground  near  the  kraal. 

The  cattle  of  the  horde  wmre  in  th’  ir  en- 
clofure,  fo  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  have  ' 
avenged  myfelf  according  to  the  law  ot  reta- 
liation by  taking  them  all  away ; to  wdiich  the 
people  in  their  anger  advifed  me.  Such  con- 
dud,  in  their  opinion,  was  perfedly  juft ; and 
the  planters  at  the  Cape  never  fail  fo  to  ad 
on.fimilar  occafions.  But  this  was  not  con- 
formable to  my  principles.  As  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  my  lofs,  I contented  myfelf  with  a 
young  cow,  which  had  juft  calved,  and  two 
fat  Ihcep — lefs  as  an  equivalent  for  w^hat  they 
, • ' had 


3i6  travels  in 

had  ftolen,  than  to  give  them  a ftriklng  proof 
of  my  moderation  and  fcrupulous  equity. 

Having  inflicted  this  punifhment,  I called 
in  my  fentinels,  and  prepared  to  depart.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  pafs  through  the  long  narrow 
path  by  which  we  came,  I had  many  precau- 
tions to  take  to  avoid  an  ambufcade  and  repri- 
fals ; and  thefe  were  the  more  neceifary,  be- 
caufe  the  oxen  could  travel  but  flowly  on  ac- 
count of  their  wounds,  and  were  forced  to 
proceed ' in  a line  one  after  another.  I fent 
Klaas  with  two  fufilecrs  at  the  head  of  the 
detachment,  while  I formed  myfelf  with  the 
reft  of  the  troop  the  rear  guard ; and  in  this 
order  we  reached  the  plain. 

I expected  to  find  the  two  Kaminouqiia 
guides  in  the  place  w^here  we  had  left 
them  the  day  before ; but  when  w^e  drew 
near,  I heard  a lamentable  yelling  at  the  head 
of  my  troop,  wdiich  chilled  me  wnth  horror, 

I immediately  haftened  thither ; and  my  eyes 
were  prefented  with  fo  frightful  a fpeftacle, 
that  the  hideous  idea  of  it  makes  me  ftill  fhud-. 
der  as  I write.  The  two  unfortunate  favages, 
who  had  fo  generoefly  offered  themfelves 
as  my  guides,  were  lying  on  the  ground, 
nearly  dead,  and  weltering  in  their  blood. 
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My  firfl;  thought  was,  that  they  had  been 
difcovered  by  Tome  of  the  horde,  and  facrificed 
to  their  fufpidon  ; but,  on  approachirig  nearer,  . 
I was  quickly  undeceived.  The  lower  jaw  of 
one  was  bruifed,  broken,  and  almoft  all  torn, 
away.  The  fragments  that  ftill  remained, 
and  his  tongue  which  was  expofed  to  view, 
hung  bleeding  on  his  neck  and  breaft.  He 
was  abfolutely  dying,  and  afforded  no  other 
fign  of  life  than  the  beating  of  his  pulfe.  But 
the  prodigious  fwelling  of  his  head,  the  dread- 
ful alteration  of  his  face,  and  the  ftarting  of 
the  eyes  from  their  orbits,  had  fo  disfigured 
him,  that  he  no  longer  retained  a human  coun- 
tenance, and  exhibited  a fight  that  while  it 
rended  my  heart  was  difgufting  to  behold. 

His  comrade  had  many  bites  or  lacerations 
on  the  body,  and  one  arm  broken,  or  rather 
ground  to  pieces,  in  two  places.  His  con- 
dition, however,  was  by  no  means  fo  bad  as 
the  other,  and  he  could  even  fpeak.  ‘ 

We  interrogated  him  refpetting  the  caufe 
of  their  difafter,  and  he  informed  us,  that, 
after  we  had  left  him,  they  had  extinguifhed 
their  fire,  that  they  might  not  be  difcovered 
by  the  Bofhmen  j and  having  fallen  afleep  at 

a little 


3iS  TRAVELS  IN 

a little  diftance  from  each  other,  he  was 
fently  awaked  by  the  cries  of  his  companion.' 
Inftantly  running  to  his  affiftance,  he  found 
him  ftruggling  in  the  paws  of  a lion,  which 
he  hruck  in  the  flank  with  his  alTagay.  The 
anin\al,  finding  himfelf  wounded,  then  turned 
upon  him,  and  reduced  him  before  he  fled  to 
the  condition  in  which  we  faw  him. 

This  melancholy  narrative  grieved  and  ter- 
rified me  ; and  my  diftrefs  w’as  rendered  more 
acute  by  the  reflection,  that  I was  myfelf  the 
innocent  caufe  of  their  death  by  having  ac- 
cepted their  fervices.  How  much  did  I then 
lament,  that  I had  no  other  afliftance  to  offer 
to  thefe  poor  expiring  wTetches,  than  that  of 
ending  their  fufferings  by  difpatching  them  on 
the  fpot ! 

To  this  barbarous  aCtion,  howeverj  I felt, 
with  regard  to  one  of  them,  extreme  repug- 
nance. 1 therefore  tore  my  fhirt,  and  made 
bandages  of  it,  with  which,  in  the  befl  mati- 
ricr  I could,  1 bound  up  the  wounds  of  the 
dying  Kaminouqua.  I did  the  fame  alfo  to 
the  arm  of  his  comrade.  But,  as  it  would 
have  been  dangerous'  for  us  to  remain  too 
long  in  a place  fo  near  the  horde,  I thought  it 
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prudent  to  depart  as  quickly  as  poffible.  1 di- 
rected the  wounded  men  to  be  placed  on  my 
two  horfes,  and  marched  myfelf  on  foot,  con- 
tinuing to  command  the  rear  guard.  We  had 
fortunately  no  occafion  again  to  crofs  the  river, 
my  camp  being  on  this  fide,  as  I have  already 
obferved  ; accordingly  I proceeded  ftraight 
towards  it. 

After  five  hours  travelling,  having  found 
an  open  plain,  where  I had  no  reafon  to  fear 
being  attacked  by  furprife,  I halted  and  re- 
folved  to  pafs  the  night  there,  out  of  pity  for 
the  two  wounded  men.  The  motion  of  the 
journey  had  rendered  them  worfe.  One  of' 
them  already  experienced  that  fatal  rattling  in 
the  throat  which  is  the  fign  of  approaching 
death,  and  which  left  me  no  hope  of  his  re- 
covery. Him  I directed  to  be  laid  on  the 
ground,  and  conceived  that  the  beft  thing  I 
could  do  was  there  to  fuffer  him  quietly  to 
die. 

_ I 

The  fhaking  of  the  horfe,  renewing  the 
pains  of  his  comrade,  drew  from  him  the 
moft  agonizing  cries  on  the  road,  which  pierced 
my  very  foul ; and  he  conjured  me  a hundred 
times  to  put  an  end  to  his  torments  by  fhoot- 
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ing  him  through  the  head.  I took  off  the 
bandage  from  his  arm,  andfaw,  by  the  fwdhng 
and  inflammation  it  had  produced,  that  hrs 
fuflerings  mufl  have  been  extreme.  My  L- 
vages  went  in  queft  of  fome  herbs,  which  they 
bruifed  and  applied  by  way  of  poultice : while 
I,  as  the  beft  means  I could  devife,  direcSted 
fplints  to  be  prepared  to  lleady  his  arm ; but 
they  employed  a much  more  ingenious  contri- 
vance, the  fimplicity  of  which  furprifed  me. 

They  chofe  a young  tree  nearly  of  the  fize 
of  the  fractured  limb,  and,  making  a longitu- 
dinal incifion  in  the  bark,  feparated  a piece  of 
a certain  length  from  its  whole  circumference  ; 
then  opening  this  kind  of  Iheath,  they  placed 
the  arm  in  it,  and  confined  it  with  a thong. 

I admired  the  novelty  and  readinefs  of  the  ’ 
invention  ; for  I was  ignorant  that  it  had  been 
known  in  Europe  for  feveral  years,  and  that . 
our  furgeons  had  lately  employed  he  bark  of 
the  oak  for  the  fame  purpole,  and  with  fimilar' 
fuccefs.  Thus  fimple  and  beneficent  nature  is 
always  the  lafl;'  to  whom  we  have  recourfe ; 
though  it  requires  ages  of  learning  and  immenfe 
ftudy  to  learn  to  forget  her  for  a moment.  • 

At  tire  approach  of  night  I ordered  large 
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.fires  to  be  kindled,  which,  being  difpofed  in  a 
circle  of  more  than  four  hundred  paces  in  dia^ 
meter,  formed  a ring  around  us  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  paces  in  extent.  Its  vivid 
light,  expofing  an  extenfive  field  to  our  view, 
guarded  us  from  furprife  ; and  at  the  fame  time 
it  would  keep  our  enemies  at  fuch  a diftance,  if 
they  came  to  attack  us,  that  w^e  fhould  be  out 
of  reach  of  their  arrows,  or  at  moft  within 
random  Ihot  only,  as  they  could  not  take  the 
necelfary  aim  to  do  us  effedlual  injury.  My 
marquee  was  pitched  in  the  centre  of  this  large 
circle,  and  had  another  fire  near  it. 

About  ten  at  night,  the  favage  whom  I had 
given  over  as  irrecoverable  expired ; and  his 
death,  from  the  gloomy  reflexions  to  which  it 
gave  rife,  dilfufed  a melancholy  forrow  among 
my  people.  1 retired  to  my  tent  to  indulge  my 
feelings  : but  my  dog,  who  lay  by  my  fide, 
prefently  difplayed  extraordinary  uneafinefs, 
at  which  I was  alarmed.  Liflening  I heard 
the  roar  of  a lion.  No  doubt  it  was  the  fame 
by  which  the  Kaminouquas  had  been  attacked 
the  night  before,  and  that  had  followed  our 
fieps.  A few  difeharges  of  our  guns,  how^ever, 
drove  him  away,  and  we  heard  him  no  more. 
'VoL.  III.  Y Som 
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. Some  minutes  after,  I was  alarmed  by  the 
tumultuous  movements  of  our  cattle  : they 
joftled  one  another  in  a fearful  manner,  were 
in  violent  agitation,  and  bellowed  terribly.  At 
lirfi;  we  thought  it  was  the  lion  returning,  and 
a few  guns  were  fired  again  to  drive  him  away ; 
but  their  fright,  which  ftill  continued,  indicated 
renemles  of  another  kind.  At  the  fame  time  I 
.heard  on  the  outfide  of  my  marquee  a noife 
‘ like  fomething  continually  falling  upon  and 
linking  it. 

Though  my  dog  was  ftill  reftlefs,  I gave  lit- 
tle heed  to  his  warning,  as  I had  frequently 
heard  fimilar  blows  occafioned  by  large  beetles 
' Hying  headlong  againft  my  tent.  I lay  ftill, 
therefore,  on  my  mat ; but  prefently  feeling  the 
cloak  that  covered  me  to  be  ftruck  by  fome- 
thing, I ftr etched  out  my  hand,  and,  to  my 
furprife,  picked  up  an  arrow. 

It  was  clear  that  we  were  attacked,  and  that 
the  Bofhmen,  availing  themfelves  of  the  night, 
had  purfued  and  were  adlually  firing  upon  us, 
I called  to  arms,  and  my  troop  was  inftantly  in 
a ftate  of  defence*,  a’  As  the  fire  near  my  tent 
diffufed  too  much  light  around  us,  and  thereby 
expofed  us  too  vifibly  to  their  arrows,  I or- 
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clered  it  to  be  extingulfhed.  By  this  proceed- 
ing we  were  ourfelves  in  a degree  of  darknefs, 
while  the  fires  that  furrounded  us  would  render 
our  enemies  perfedly  vifible  if  they  approached. 
No  one,  however,  appeared  ; yet  they  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time  to  let  fly  their  ar- 
rows at  my  tent. 

My  people  would  fain  have  taken  it  down  : 
but  this  I would  not  permit,  for  I was  glad 
that  its  whitonefs  rendered  it  perceptible,  and 
that  it  ferved  as  a mark  to  the  fhooters.  We 
had  only  to  retire  from  it,  and  remain  at  a 
little  diftance,  to  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
them  : befides,  the  more  they  Ihot,  the  fooner 
it  was  to  be  prefumed  their  quivers  would  be 
emptied,  and  confequently  the  fooner  would 
they  be  induced  to  retreat. 

My  only  fear  was,  that,  knowing  us  to  be 
few  in  number,  and  themfelves  a multitude  in 
comparifon,  they  would  dired  their  attack  ac- 
cordingly. Certainly,  if  they  had  furrounded 
us  by  forming  a circle,  and  had  then  fallen  all 
at  once  upon  our  little  band,  we  mufl;  have  been 
mafl'acred  without  refource.  But  this  was  be- 
yond their  fkill  in  tadics.  So  far  from  form- 
ing fuch  a plan,  all  their  arrows  came  from  the 
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fame  fide,  which  fl^iewed  they  were  united  in 
a body  there,  and  did  not  mean  to  feparate. 

This  imprudence  gave  us  a great  advantage 
over  them,  by  pointing  at  the  fpot  at  which  we 
might  diredb  our  guns.  Such  of  my  Hottentots 
as  had  arrows  requefted  that  they  might  make 
life  of  them  alfo  ; but  I would  not  permit  it ; 
for  their  uncertain  aim  would  have  been  ufelefs 
at  the  time,  and  vvould  befides,  while  it  ftripped 
us  of  our  weapons,  have  furnilhcd  a fupply  to 
the  enemy. 

The  lafcft  way  in  cur  fituation  was  to  wait 
patiently,  and  fuffer  them  to  exhauh  their 
hock  of  arrows.  Moll  of  them  fell  upwards 
of  twenty  paces  from  us,  and  thofe  that  reached 
us  were  ihot  at  random,  and  had  fpent  their 
force ; fo  that  being  myfelf  wrapped  in  my 
cloak,  and  my  people  in  their  kroifes,  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  iVom  them. 

What  I forefaw  took  place.  Our  alfailants 
exhaulted  their  ammunition ; a few  arrows  only 
v.’cre  now  Ihot  towards  us  at  conliderahle  in- 
tervals ; and  the  approach  of  day  foon  made 
them  give  over  the  attack  altogether,  and 
think  of  nothing  but  retreating. 

It  is  certain  that,  thus  difarmcd  and  defence- 
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kfs,  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  great 
rifk  ; and,  if  I had  thought  proper  to  pui  lue 
them,  I might  have  mail'acred  a great  number. 
I'his  my  people  eagerly  advifed.  But  of  what 
.advantage  to  me  would  a few  murders  have 
been  ? I had  regained  pofTeffion  of  my  herd, 
and  perhaps  too  much  blood  had  already  been 
fhed.  If  the  return  of  dawn,  therefore,  gave 
me  pleafure,  it  was  that  it  freed  me  from  an 
attack  wdiich  had  occafioned  fome  iinealinefs, 
and  permitted  me  to  refumc  my  journey. 

My  Hottentot  bo'vvmen  employed  them- 
felves  in  colle<fting  the  arrows.  There  w^as  a 
confiderable  number,  and  they  were  all’  poi- 
foned.  Three  only  had  penetrated  into  my 
tent ; feventeen  had  pierced  the  canvafs,  and 
flill  remained  there  ; all  the  reft  were  fcatter- 
ed  around.  One  of  my  oxen,  however,  had. 
received  two  wounds  ; and  as  the  wounds, 
though  flight,  muft  have  proved  mortal  in 
confequence  of  the  poifon,  I ordered  him  to 
be  killed  and  cut  .up  immediately  for  our 
eating. 

Before  we  fet  off,  I was  defirous  that  vve 
Ihould  bury  the  corpfe  of  our  unfornmate 
Kaminouqua,  or  at  leaft  cover  it  with  fand  and 
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ftones;  and  I propofed  it  to  his  countrymen: 
but  they  afked  my  permiffion  to  take  it  with 
tliern.  They  were  afraid  that  the  robbers, 
when  they  returned  to  fearch  for  their  ar- 
rows, would  difcover  the  body,  and  lay  upon 
it  feme  fatal  fpell.  Such,  faid  they,  is  thecuf- 
toin  of  the  Boihmen  ; and  in  this  way  do  thofc 
barbarians  frequently  caufe  a whole  family, 
and  fometimes  even  a whole  nation,  to  periih. 

Thefe  remarks  betrayed  grofs  Ignorance  and 
fuperftition.  But,  as  1 had  no  hopes  of  en- 
lightening them,  1 confented  to  their  requeft. 
The  body  of  the  dead  Kaminouqua  was  accord- 
ingly wrapped  up  in  his  krofs,  and  placed 
upon  the  back  of  an  ox  ; and  we  departed. 

I continued  to  purfue  nearly  the  fame  courfe, 
keeping  at  fome  diftance,  however,  from,  the 
trees  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  that  we  might  nei- 
ther be  furroLinded  nor  furprifed.  After  four 
hours  march,  I thought  proper  to  halt  to  take 
fome  refrelhment.  We  had  now  been  falling 
foiir-and-twenty  hours,  without  having  been 

able  to  lleep,  or  fw allow  fo  much  as  a morfel  of 
/ 

food. 

While  we  were  taking  our  repaft,  three  fa- 
vages  of  the  Gheylliqua  nation  palTed  us;  a 
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nation  which  I had  been  afTiifed  was  the  onlv 

$ 

one  among  the  Hottentots  that  pradiied  femi- 
caftration.  Their  horde  was  fix  leagues  dif- 
tant  on  our  left,  to  the  fouth-eaft  ; and  they 
w^re  going  to  vilit  fome  jiord'ts  of  the  greater 
Nimi(|Uas.  But  when  they  heard  of  our  ad- 
venture with  the  Bofhmcn,  they  imagined 
thefe  freebooters  would  flill  remain  in  the  field 
for  feveral  days  to  annoy  me  on  my  march, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  them  to 
continue  their  journey.  Accordingly  they  re- 
folved  to  return. 

As  I had  been  attacked  the  preceding  night, 
and,  having  ftiii  two  nights  to  pafs  before  I 
cotild  reach  my  camp,  had  reafon  to  fear  I 
fhould  be  attacked  again,  I thought  I flionid 
a(51;  wifely  by  altering  my  courfe,  and  accom- 
panying the  Gheyjffiquas  to  their  horde.  By 
this  oblique  march,  1 might  deceive  the  Bofii- 
men,  and  throw  them  off  their  fcent ; and  if, 
notwithftanding  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
they  difcovered  my  firaragem  and  perceived 
my  fteps,  I had  reafon  to  imagine  they  would 
ceafe  to  follow,  or  at  leatl  not  venture  to 
approach  me,  when  fupported  by  a numerous 
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horde.  This  conje(£ture  feemed  plaufible  to 
my  people  : they  prefled  me  to  adopt  the  plan, 
and  I did.  fo. 

The  dead  body,  however,  gave  me  fome 
iineafinefl;.  I was  afraid  it  might  be  the 
object  of  fome  freflh  fuperftition  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  horde,  and  that  they  would  give 
us  but  an  unwelcome  reception,  if  they  did 
not  abfolutely  drive  us  from  their  diflridl. 

To  prevent  this  inconvenience,  I propofed 
to  the  Kaminouquas  to  inter  the  body,  and 
they  confented.  Befides  the  krofs  in  which 
it  was  wrapped,  another  was  put  over  its  face  ; * 
it  was  then  covered  with  flones ; and  they  ful- 
filled, as  far  as  circumftances  allowed,  all  the 
duties  preferibed  by  the  cuftoms  of  their  na- 
tion. 

It  was  funfet  when  we  reached  the  horde  ; 
and  I was  received  with  the  fame  friendfhip  as 
I had  experienced  every  where  elfe.  But  no 
fooner  was  our  adventure  known  than  they 
were  feized  with  alarm.  They  had  no  doubt 
but  the  Bofhmen  w'ould  come  and  attack  us 
again  during  the  night.  In  confequence  they 
not  only  removed  their  cattle,  but  requefled 
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me  to  keep  mine  feparate  from  them,  and  at  a 
diftance  from  the  kraal. 

Thefe  precautions  arofe  from'  the  bad  opi- 
nion entertained  of  the  Bofhmen;  and  indeed 
the  tales  they  related  of  them  rendered  their 
fufpicions  excufable.  According  to  thefe  Gheyf* 
fiquas,  the  Bolhmen  horde  was  nothing  but 
the  retreat  of  aflaffins,  the  afylum  of  thieves, 
compofed  of  deferters  from  twenty  different 
nations;  and  fo  much  the  more  dangerous, 
becaufe,  being  formidable  from  their  number, 
they  attacked,  openly  and  without  diftindion, 
every  little  tribe  from  which  they  could  exped 
any  booty. 

Thefe  focieties  of  Bofhmen  in  no  wdfe  re- 
femble  thofe  I had  feen  in  the  eaft  of  Africa. 
The  latter,  compofed  of  thieves  and  runa- 
ways who  diftruft  one  another,  were  few  In 
number,  and  confided  of  little  feparate  bands, 
from  whom,  of  courfc,  nothing  more  than 
fome  bold  ftroke  or  nodurnal  furprife  was  to 
be  feared.  The  others,  on  the  contrary,  thofe 
with*  whom  I had  at  prefent  to  deal,  compofe 
a formidable  nation  ; and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
was  aflonifhed  that  a'  fociety  of  men  without 
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reftraint,  without  difcipline,  and  without 
friends,  were  able  to  I'ubiill.  Yet  what  ftill 
more  furprifed  me  was,  that  they  fhould  fublift 
with  impunity,  and  poAbrs  a peaceable  abode 
in  the  midfl;  of  twenty  different  hordes,  which 
incelfantly  fuffered  from  their  robberies,  and 
had  not  the  courage  to  extirpate  them. 

With  refpedt  to  the  robbery  which  regarded 
myfelf,  I here  learned  fome  particulars  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  ad  been  accompliflied, 
with  which  I was  before  unacquainted.  Bern- 
fry  and  Moodel,  it  feems,  had  given  the  advice 
and  concerted  the  plan.  Thefe  two  villains, 
united  together  and  worthy  of  being  friends, 
were  in  alliance  with  the  Bofhmen.  On  the 
watch  for  expeditions  and  enterprifes  which 
the  Bofhmen  may  undertake,  they  give  them 
information,  point  out  the  means  of  fucceeding, 
diretfl  the  execution,  and  (hare  the  profit. 

Moodel  in  particular,  more  clofely  connedt- 
cd  with  the  horde  than  Bernfry,  was  at  once 
their  fpy  and  protedlor.  All  his  cattle  w^ere 
kept  at  their  kraal ; all  I faw  there  had  his 
mark,  and  belonged  to  him  ; and  the  Gheyf- 
fujuas  exprelled  their  forrow  that  I did  not,  as 
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a punllliment  for  the  theft  committed  on  me, 
take  them  away. 

I had  taken  every  precaution  for  the  de- 
fence of  mine,  fhotild  we  be  , ttacked  again  in 
the  night ; but  whether  the  Boflimen  loft  our 
track  in  the  d-nk,  or  whether  they  feared  the 
afliftance  that  might  be  given  me  by  the  horde, 
they  did  not  appear. 

To  efcape  them  entirely  and  reach  my  camp, 
I had  now,  as  nearly  as  I couhi  eftimate,  fifteen 
or  fixteen  leagues  to  travel ; and,  as  lo  long  a 
journey  was  n'.t  to  be  accomplifhed  in  one 
day,  I could  have  wifhed  to  proceed  as  far  as 
poffible  by  a forced  march,  and  then  halt  for 
the  night.  But  the  condition  of  my  oxen 
prevented  my  executing  this  plan.  As  the 
thieves  had  compelled  them  to  travel  without 
refting,  and  had  not  even  once  allowed  them 
time  to  feed,  they  were  fo  extremely  fatigued 
and  reduced,  that  1 defpaired  of  being  able  to 
drive  them  a ftep  farther.  I faw  them  ftretch- 
ed  on  the  ground  as  if  they  were  never  more 
to  rife.  They  were  in  the  midft  of  excellent 
grafs  ; yet,  notwithftanding  this  circumftance, 
and  hungry  as  they  were,  their  wcarinefs  was 
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fo  great  as  to  take  from  them  all  defirc  of 
eating. 

It  was  fortunate  for  me,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  that  I had  arrived  at  a place  where 
I had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Bofhmen. 
This  fecurity,  added  to  the  excellence  of  the 
pafture,  determined  me  to  remain  for  a while 
where  I was.  Befides,  our  halt,  while  it  al- 
lowed the  cattle  time  to  recover,  would  alfo 
afford  reft  to  our  wounded  Kaminouqua,  who 
had  in  reality  equal  need  of  it. 

His  arm  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  place  it  in  a larger  piece  of 
bark.  All  the  part  about  the  elbow  had  fup- 
purated,  and  fplinters  were  working  out  of  it, 
which  his  furgeons  extracted  without  pity, 
though  the  operation  drew' from  him  the  moft 
lamentable  cries.  They  continued  to  apply 
cataplafms  to  his  wound,  compofed  of  chewed 
leaves  and  mutton  fuet.  He  had  the  moft 
fanguine  hopes  from  this  remedy  ; and  I alfo, 
ignorant  as  I was,  had  fome  confidence  in  It, 
becaufe  his  wounds,  except  the  fwelling,  looked 
well,  and  he  felt  eafy  every  time  they  were 
cooled  by  the  application  of  a frefh  dreffing. 

To 
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To  judge  of  the  Gheyfliquas  by  their  fea- 
tures and  the  clapping  of  their  language,  they 
are  of  the  Hottentot  nation.  They  have 
marks  of  refemblance  to  the  Gonaquas ; and, 
from  a comparifon  of  thefe  analogies,  I believe 
them  to  have  fprung  from  the  Nimiquas  and 
the  Caffres,  as  the  Gonaquas  are  defcended 
from  the  Caffres  and  the  Hottentots. 

The  diftridt  inhabited  by  the  Gheyfliqua 
nation  borders  on  Caffraria,  which  confirms 
my  conjecture.  The  people  of  the  horde 
themfelves  fhowed  me  a chain  of  mountains 
to  the  eaft,  which  extending  to  a diftance  was 
loft  in  the  north,  and  which,  inhabited  by  their 
principal  tribes,  feparated  them  from  the  Caf- 
fres, or  at  leaft  from  the  Briquas  and  Bremas, 
whom  they  confider  as  tribes  of  Caffres, 

The  Gheyffiqua  language  appeared  to  me 
to  be  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Greater 
Nimiquas;  yet  thefe  two  people  feemed  to 
bear  lefs  refemblance  to  each  other  than  any 
of  the  African  nations. 

With  refpeCt  to  fuch  charaCleriftics  as  are 
not  original  and  derived  from  nature,  as  the 
form  of  their  drefs,  weapons,  inftruments  of 
mufic,  fondnefs  for  hunting  and  dancing,  and 
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the  like,  the  Gheyffiquas  do  not  differ  from  the 
fiirrounding  nations ; except  in  having  adopt- 
ed a particular  colour  for  their  ornaments.  AH 
the  ornaments  of  the  Gheylfiqnas  are  w'hite, 
and  compofed  of  the  bones  of  a Iheep’s  leg  or 
foot,  to  which  they  give  a dazzling  wnitenefs 
by  proceffes  peculiar  to  themfelvcs.  Thus,  as 
they  fabricate  their  own  necklaces  and  other 
articles  of  luxury,  and  have  no  occafion  to  pur- 
chafe  the  materials,  they  have  no  dependence 
on  the  colonics  with  refpecfb  to  trade,  except 
for  a few  necelTary  articles,  wdiich  they  wartt 
in  common  with  other  favages.  Accordingly 
this  nation  is  Icfs  known  and  lefs  vifited  than 
any  other. 

The  women  are  well  made, Jively,  and  al- 
ways ready  to  laugh  or  dance : yet,  with  all 
the  gaiety  of  their  difpofition,  they  have 'the 
refervednefs  of  manners  to  which  poliflied  na- 
tions give  the  names  of  modefty  and  decorum,, 
and  which,,  in.fo  warm  a climate  and  with 
fuch  ardent  conftitutions,  appears  to  be  a vir- 
tue of  no  eafy  attainment. 

I am  ignorarxt  to  what  phyfical  or  moral 
caufe  they  are  indebted  for  their  continence ; 
and  I fliall  only  obferve  how^  ftrange  it  is,  that 
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in  tlie  fame  climate,  and  among  people  differ- 
ing fo  little  from  each  other,  we  fhould  hnd 
here  women  fo  chafte,  and  there  others  fo  much 
the  reverfe  ! 

No  where  did  I meet  with  a nation  fo  truly 
generous.  I had  abfolutely  nothing  to  give 
in  exchange  ; yet  during  the  two  days  I fpent 
with  them,  I had  bowls  of  milk  brought  me 
as  prefents,  night  and  morning,  from  every  hut. 
The  chief  even  obliged  me  to  accept  a lamb  ; 
and,  though  my  people  had  ftill  fome  of  the 
ox  that  had  been  killed  the  day  before,  he 
would  give  them  alfo  feveral  (heep  to  regale 
themfelves  with. 

I have  obferved  above,  that  femi-caftration 
Is  pradlifed  exclufively  among  the  Gheyfliquas 
and  it  prevails  in  all  their  hordes  without  ex- 
ception, as  I was  affured  by  thofe  in  whom  t 
convinced  myfelf  of  the  fa;i£t  by  my  oxvn  eyes, 
which  I did  without  difficulty  ; for  no  fooner 
was  the  fubje(ft  of  my  curiofity  known,  than 
ever)'’  one  complaifantly  offered  to  fatisfy  me, 
fo  that  if  I had  pleafed  I might  have  infpefted 
the  whole  horde. 

Many  travellers  have  written  upon  the  fubjedl 
of  this  whimfical  operation  j but  they  do  not 
4 agree 
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agree  either  as  to  its  origin,  the  motives  that 
led  to  its  invention,  or  the  nations  that  prac- 
tife  it.  Kolben,  who  never  agrees  with  any 
other  author,  and  often  not  very  vs^ell  with 
himfelf,  reprefents  it  as  a religious  ceremony, 
a general  and  facred  law  with  all  the  Hotten- 
tots indifcriminately. 

According  to  him,  a prleft  is  charged  with 
the  performance.  “No  one  is  remembered 
“ ever  to  have  violated  it ; and  woe  to  him 
who  fhould  endeavour  to  fhun  the  ceremony, 
“ as  he  would  thereby  certainly  forfeit  his  lifel’* 
“ The  prejudices  that  prevail  with  refpeii  to 
“ this  duty  are  even  fuch,”  he  adds,  “ that  a 
“ woman  would  not  fubmit  to  the  embraces  of 
“ a man  who  had  not  undergone  the  opera- 
tion.  The  girls,  when  they  marry,  are  very 
“ rigorous  in  exad;ing  proof  of  it;  and  as  their 
“ natural  modefty  does  not  allow  them  to  fa- 
“ tisfy  themfelves,  this  oflRce  is  left  to  the  ma- 
“ trons  of  the  family.’’ 

Every  word  of  what  1 have  juft  recited  from 
Kolben  is  fabulous.  Yet  if  w^e  were  to  believe 
him,  he  has  often  been  prefent  at  the  opera- 
tion ; which,  he  tells  us,  commonly  confifts  in 
tlie  extratftion  of  the  left  tefticle ; and  he  even 
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defcrihes  minutely  all  the  clrcumflances.  But 
this  Is  another  of  his  falfehoods  ; and  at  the 
Cape,  where  all  the  world  knows  he  was 
never  once  but  of  the  town,  this  lying  alTertion 
is  a matter  of  public  notoriety. 

With  regard  tothe  motives  that  have  induced 
the  favages  to  adopt  the  pradlice  in  queflion, 
I have  already  faid,  that  travellers  are  not 
agreed  upon  the  fu'qed:.  Some  attribute  it  to' 
the  defire  of  rendering  themfelves  more  fleet 
in  running  ; others  to  an  intention  of  prevent- 
ing the  too  abundant  propagation  of  the  fpe- 
cies.  Kolben  feems  to  incline  to  the  latter 
opinion  : yet,  far  from  adducing  arguments  to 
fupport  it,  he  contradids  it  himfelf,  by  ad- 
vancing, that  twins  are  not  the  lefs  common 
on  account  of  the  operation. 

Thefe  contradidlons  formed  in  the  head  of 
this  author  a confufion  and  perplexity,  which 
he  knew  not  how  to  unravel ; and  thence  he 
concludes,  that  “ it  is  by  no  means  aftoniihing 
“ if  writers  who  have  preceded  him  in  giving 
“ accounts  of  the  Cape,  differ  from  one  another, 
“ fince  the  Hottentots  themfelves  do  not  agree 
“ in  the  reafons  they  alfign  for  fo  whimfical  a 
“ cuftom.” 
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Thougli  I have  had  it  in  my  power  to  Interro-- 
gate,  reipeding  its  origin,  the  nations  that  prae- 
tife  it,  I cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  knowing 
more  of  it  than  other  travellers.  Thofe  of  the 
GheyfTiquas  whom  1 quellionedon  the  fubjed 
gave  me  fuch  an  abfurd  reafon,  that  I almofl: 
hefitate  to  repeat  it.  According  to  them,  it  was 
a mark  of  diftindion  which  their  aiiceftors,  be- 
ing at  war  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  in- 
vented for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  one  another. 

On  fuch  occafions  I am  well  aware  that  peo- 
ple nearly  naked,  and  refembling  each  other 
in  features  and  complexion,  hand  in  need  of 
diftinguiflung  marks  and  means  of  knowing 
their  fellows.  It  is  with  this  view  that  mofl 
of  the  nations  that  furnifli  flaves  to  Europeans, 
as  the  LoangoeSjPomboes,  Cormantins,  Aboes, 
Papas,  &c.  fear  their  faces,  arms,  breads,  and 
all  the  forepart  of  the  body  from  head  to  foot. 
.The  figure  and  arrangement  of  thele  fears  are 
fuch,  that  each  nation  may  be  didinguilhed  at 
drd  fight,  and  even  at  a didance.  At  Surinam  I 
have  obferved  the  flaves  brought  for  fale  pro- 
duce a greater  or  lefs  price,  according  to  the 
fears  by  which  their  country  was  diflinguifhed. 

That  external  marks  thus  apparent  may 
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liave  been  invented  by  uncultivated  nations  is 
eafy  to  be  conceived  : but  that  the  people  of 
one  of  them,  in  order  to  recognize  each  other, 
Ihould  adopt  a mark  difficult  to  diftinguiffi, 
and  which  modefty  would  incline  them  to 
conceal,  appears  to  me  to  be  improbable,  and 
not  entitled  to  belief. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  are  two  modes  of 
performing  the  operation  ; and  as  they  are  not 
equally  painful,  one  or  the  other*  is  employed  ' 
according  to  the  age  of  the  fubjedt  and  the 
ftrength  of  his  conftitution.  I lhall  not  enter 
into  particulars  on  this  point  : the  proceffies 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  they  would  be  with  us, 
and  the  refult  has  already  been  fufficiently  ex- 
plained, I lhall  only  obferve,  that  the  father 
ufually  takes  upon  him  the  operation,  which 
he  commonly  performs  at  the  birth  of  the 
child.  Sometimes,  however,  he  defers  it  till 
the  child  is  three  years  old,  or  even  more;  and 
then,'  as  I have  juft  faid,  a different  mode  is 
employed  by  him. 

If  I had  pleafed,  I might  have  been  prefent 
at  the  ceremony,  A woman  of  the  horde 
was  near  the  time  of  her  delivery  ; but  I 
fhould  have  been  obliged,  perhaps,  to  have 
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waited  feveral  days,  and  this  delay  did  not 
accord  with  my  impatience  to  reach  my 
camp. 

On  the  other  hand  I could  have  wi(hed  not 
to  refume  my  journey,  for  fear  of  being  again 
attacked  by  the  Bofhmen.  I was  defirous  of 
informing  Swanepoel  of  my  fituation,  and  ob- 
taining from  him  a reinforcement  which  would 
enable  me  to  repel  them  ; but  how  could  I 
tranfmit  to  him  my  orders  ? 1 had  already  pro- 
pofcd  this  commifTion  to  the  people  of  the 
horde  the  firfl;  day  of  my  arrival,  but  in  vain, 
for  no  one  would  undertake  it ; and  as  to  my 
own  people,  they  fpcke  of  it  with  fo  much  re- 
ludlance  and  affright,  that,  after  founding  them 
upon  the  fubjedt,  I thought  it  prudent  not  to 
make  the  propofal. 

Klaas,  indeed,  was  fufEciently  intrepid  and 
devoted  to  my  fervice  to  embrace  it,  and  he 
even  offered  to  fet  out  alone.  But,  in  my  pre- 
fent  fituation,  the  bravery  of  this  man  was 
more  neceffary  to  me  than  ever.  He  was  the 
foul  of  my  troop ; he  fupported  its  courage 
by  his  example ; and,  if  we  Ihould  be  again 
attacked,  I had  too  much  need  of  fuch  a fe- 
cond  voluntarily  to  part  with  him,  I gave  up, 
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therefore,  all  thoughts  of  a reinforcement,  and 
found  myfc'If  obliged  to  continue  my  journey 
as  I had  begun  it. 

I ventured,  however,  to  reqneft  of  the  chief 
a few  men  to  ferve  me  as  an  efcoit  to  my 
camp ; and,  to  induce  them  to  comply,  I an- 
nounced, that  1 would  toward  tliem  for  their 
lervlces  when  1 arrived,  and  that  I Ihould  be 
equally  ready  to  make  h\m  aUb  lume  acknow- 
ledgment for  his.  1 expedled  a refufal ; but 
to  my  aftonifliment,  fevtrai  perfons,  without 
hehtation,  offered  to  accompany  me. 

^Vhat  was  more,  the  chief  fent  with  me  one 
cr  his  daughters,  rcquefling  me  to  deliver  to 
her  the  prefents  intended  for  himfelf,  and  not 
to  entrufl  them  to  any  one  elfe ; which  I ac- 
cordingly promifed. 

We  fet  oft  two  hours  before  dawn,  that  we 
might  have  a longer  day,  and  advance  fo 
much  the  farther.  I'he  people  of  the  horde 
doubted  not  but  the  BoHimen  were  at  hand,  to 
watch  our  fteps,  and  attack  us  under  favour 
of  the  night : and  this  conjecture  was  the  more 
probable,  Inafmuch  as  having  a w ide  plain  to 
crofs  we  muft  march  in  view.  But  if  this 
were  an  inconvenience  on  the  one  hand,  we 
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had  the  advantage  on  the  other  of  being  able 
to  fee  all  around  us,  and  to  difcover  our  ene- 
mies as  quickly  and  as  eafily  as  they  could  dif- 
cover us. 

By  the  filerice  obferved  by  my  people,  and 
the  hafte  with  which  they  proceeded,  I judged 
that  they  were  not  altogether  devoid  of  fear. 
But,  when  day  appeared,  a complete  change 
took  place ; and  they  vented  their  courage  in 
the  moft  laughable  bravadoes.  They  argued 
with  one  another  on  the  means  of  repulfing 
thefe  Bofhraen,  of  whom  they  were  no  longer 
afraid  ; and  on  the  ftratagems  and  manceuvres 
to  be  employed  to  exterminate  every  man 'of 
them,  if  they  had  the  boldnefs  to  make  their 
appearance. 

Each  went  beyond  his  companion  in  his 
boafls.  It  was  who  could  profefs  moft  intre- 
pidity in  facing  a danger  from  which  they  faw 
themfelves  free.  Proud  as  your  train-bands, 
who  may  have  been  engaged  in  a fkirmlih 
with  the  mob,  they  recounted  the  adventures 
of  the  night  in  which  we  had  been  attacked, 
and  wiflied  It  again  to  return. 

Tills  ebulliiion  of  courage  continued,  how- 
ever, the  whole  day.  The  moment  a ditch, 
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a hillock,  or  any  little  rifing,  appeared  before 
us,  I'everal  of  them  would  voluntarily  fet  off  to  . 
reconnoitre  it,  and  be  fure  that  no  ambufeade 
was  formed  there  ; and  they  would  not  luffer 
us  to  advance  till  they  gave  the  fignal.  They 
were  real  children,  whole  very  timidity  ren- 
dered their  company  the  more  diverting  to  me, 
and  whom  I might  have  led  to  either  pole, 
through  a hundred  deferts,  provided  I could 
have  guarantied  their  lives,  which  they  valued 
above  all  things ; happy  in  being  ignorant  of 
our  wants,  which  frequently  render  exillence 
a burden  to  us  not  eafy  to  be  fupported. 

During  the  halt  we  made  to  dine,  one  of 
the  favages  of  the  horde,  who  had  gone  upon 
the  fcout,  came  to  inform  me,  that  a few 
leagues  to  the  right  he  liad  difeovered  one  of 
the  angles  formed  by  the  Orange  in  its  courfe, 
and  had  perceived  the  trees  fkirting  its  banks. 
This  was  joyful  news  to  my  troop.  We  re- 
fumed  our  journey  gaily  without  altering  our 
way,  and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  reached 
the  river,  having  travelled  ten  leagues  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day. 

As  mafter,  the  firft  thing  I did  was  to  choofe 
ftii  advantageous  place  for  the  encampment 
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of  my  little  caravan.  In  the  midft  of  the 
trees  on  the  banks  vet  fhould  have  run  too 
much  rifk,  if  the  Bofhmen  had  come  to  attack 
us  in  the  night.  Five  or  fix  hundred  paces 
on  this  fide  of  them  was  a tolerable  large 
clump  of  fhrubs,  chiefly  conhfting  of  ebo- 
nies. 

This  dofe  and  bufliy  thicket  appeared  to  me 
well  calculated  to  ferve  us  as  a shelter.  I di- 
reded  fuch  trees  as  were  near,  and  that  were 
capable  of  obftruding  our  fight,  to  be  cut 
down,  which  required  little  trouble,  as  they 
were  all  euphorbias,  great  or  fnall.  Then, 
wdiile  fome  of  my  people  were  difpatched  on 
all  fides  to  cut  wood  for  the  fires  of  the  night, 
others  were  employed,  under  my  difedion,  in 
clearing  the  interior  of  the  thicket,  and  form- 
ing a place  capable  of  containing  us.  The 
outer  edge  we  fortified  wfith  branches  inter- 
w^oven  together,  and  covered  with  mats  and 
Ikins.  Laftly,  to  proted  us  from  fuch  arrow's 
as  might  fall  vertically  on  our  heads,  I caufed 
my  marquee  to  be  ftretched  by  w'ay  of  canopy 
on  fome  hakes,  and  thus  formed  a roof,  under 
which  we  were  perfedJy  fhehered.  With 
thefe  precautions  we  could  fear  no  nodurnal 
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attack  In  the  midft  of  our  fort,  in  which  we 
might  have  defied  all  the  Bolhmen  of  .Africa. 

The  oxen  were  tied  up  in  a circle  round  the 
infide  of  the  inclofure,  and  fo  near  us,  that 
we  could  almofi;  touch  them  with  our  hands. 
Thus  defended,  it  was  impofiihie  to  think  of 
carrying  them  off.  But  tiieir  proximity  had 
one  inconvenience ; the  nolle  they  made  by 
their  different  movements,  and  the  uneaiinefs 
they  fhowed  from  time  to  time,  and  which  we 
confidered  as  indications  either  of  Bofhmcn 
or  of  wild  bcafts,  kept  us  fo  conftantly  on  the 
alarm,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  one  of  us  to 
ciofe  his  eves. 

• The  night,  however,  though  very  unquiet, 
paffed  without  our  being  any  otherwife  dif- 
turbed.  We  heard  nothing  but  hyaenas  and 
jackals,  the  cries  of  which,  in  our  fituation, 
were  pleafing  prognoftics,  as  they  convinced 
us  that  there  were  no  Bolhmen  in  the  plain. 

Notwithfianding  this  proof  cf  fecurity,  I 
was  unwilling  to  refume  my  joui  ney  till  the 
fun  had  made  his  appearance,  indeed  we  had 
not  above  five  leagues  to  travel ; and,  of  courie, 
the  day  was  more  than  furficient  for  lo  ihort  a 
fnarch,  ^ It  is  true,  that  as  we  refoived  to  pvo- 
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ceed  along  the  wood  by  the  river’s  fide,  In  er- 
der  to  fhorten  our  way,  w^e  could  advance  but 
llowly,  becaufe,  liaving  ambufi^ades  to  fear, 
many  precautions  were  to  be  taken. 

When  arrived  nearly  about  half  way,  wc 
heard  the  report  of  fome  guns  fired  on  the 
river.  I fent  to  examine  what  was  the  occa- 
fion  of  it.  four  of  my  people  were  hunting 
hippopotamuies,  and  when  informed  of  my 
approach^  they  came  to  exprefs  their  joy,  and 
bring  me  news  of  my  camp.  My  long  ab- 
fence  had  given  alarm.  Uneafy  at  hearing  no 
tidings  of  me,  Swanepoel  had  fuppofed  me  to 
be  killed  by  the  Bofhmen,  with  all  my  party, 
and  that  he  fhould  never  fee  me  again.  I dif- 
patched  a man  on  horfeback  to  acquaint  him 
w'ith  my  return,  and  two  hours  after  we  'ar- 
rived at  the  camp. 

My  firft  bufmefs  when  I alighted  was  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded  Kamlnouqua.  I 
. ordered  my  marquee  to  be  ereded  for  him  ; 
and,  recommending  him  to  the  attention  of 
fuch  of  his  comrades  as  appeared  the  moft  in-r 
telligent,  borne  down  as  I was  wdth  fleepinefs 
and  fatigue,  I retired  to  reft  In  my  waggon. 
As  for  my  people,  they  fpent  the  night  in 
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feafting,  and  in  giving  a minute  account  of 
our  expedition.  • 

Bernfry,  being  informed  of  my  arrival  by 
his  emiflaries,  had  the  audacity  again  to  make 
bis  appearance  in  my  camp.  His  defign  was 
to  impofe  upon  me  with  refpedt  to  his  con- 
du£t,  and  to  endeavour  to  wipe  out  the  fufpi- 
cions  I might  have  conceived  of  him.  He 
profefTed  a warm  zeal  for  my  welfare,  and  the 
greateft  perfonal  attachment.  He  fpoke  of  the 
horde  of  robbers,  and  informed  me,  that  we 
had  killed  four  or  five  perfons,  and  feverely 
wounded  feveral  others.  But  he  added,  that 
they  had  fworn  to  be  revenged ; and  that  I 
mufl;  redouble  my  vigilance  and  precautions, 
if  1 willied  to  efcape  a furprife,  of  which,  foon 
or  late,  I muft  inevitably  become  the  vidlim. 
My  greateft  enemy  in  this  bufinefs,  according 
to  him,  was  Moodel.  It  was  Moodel  who 
proteded  the  horde,  and  of  him,  therefore,  I 
ought  to  be  particularly  on  my  guard. 

Thus,  the  better  to  deceive  me,  did  the 
knave  betray  and  point  out  to  my  vengeance 
his  comrade  and  only  friend.  But  his  fingular 
villany  did  not  impofe  upon  me.  I cut  fhort 
every  explanation  and  all  farther  fubtlety  on 
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his  part,  by  pretending  to  receive  Lis  intelli- 
gence as  very  important  advice.  I even  took 
care  not  to  let  him  perceive  the  rufpic’oa  I had 
of  himlelf.  By  this  apparent  confidence  I left  ic 
in  my  power  to  watch  his  conduct  fecretly. 
Though,  after  all,  notwithflanding  the  art  he 
had  employed  to  infpire  me  with  dread,  I 
feared  neither  Moodel  nor  himfelf,  nor  even 
the  Boflimen. 

Befides,  as  my  thoughts  were  employed 
on  my  departure,  my  foie  objedt  was  to  quit 
the  borders  of  Orange-River  without  delay.  I 
had  already  iflued  orders  for  the  necelTarv  pre- 
parations, and  I waited  only  for  their  being 
hniflied  to  be  gone.  This,  however,  would 
require  time.  My  carriages  wanted  repairing, 
for  fo  injured  were  they  by  the  heat,  that 
every  piece  of  wood  that  compofed  them  was 
loofe.  My  new  oxen  were  alfo  to  he  broken 
in ; fince',  having  never  felt  the  yoke,  they 
were  llartled  at  the  very  (-glit  of  a waggon, 
and  when  my  people  had  accomplifhed  the 
harnefling  them,  and  they  heard  the  noife  of 
the  wdieels  behind,  they  became  furious,  and 
broke  or  overturned  every  thing. 

The  endeavours  made  to  fubdue  them  were 
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attended  with  g.eat  riiks  and  labour,  which 
continued  a long  time ; and  the  fruitleirnels 
of  thefe  attempts  uccalio  .ed  me  daily  fits  of 
impatience.  My  people,  pofieiiing  more  calm- 
nefs  of  temper,  were  not  fo  eafily  rebuffed ; 
and  they  affured  me,  if  1 would  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  their  management,  they  wmuld  not  fail 
to  accomplidi  their  purpofe.  But  the  leffons 
they  gave  were  fo  fevere,  that  I could  not 
witnefs  them  without  extreme  pain.  Accord- 
ing to  them,  thefe  poor  animals  were  too  old 
to  fubmit  quietly  to  the  yoke,  and  there  w^as 
no  hope  of  bending  them  to  it  but  by  dint  of 
blows. 

It  is  true,  there  were  ftill  five  of  my  former 
ones  remaining,  which  wmre  yoked  with  the 
new  ones,  that  they  might  be  broken  in  by 
.their  example.  But  before  thefe  even  would 
fubmit  to  work,  they  received  from  my  people 
a good  beating  with  the  fchabouck;  and  this 
ccrredion  was  fo  often  repeated,  that  I found 
myfelf  abfclurely  incapable  of  enduring  the 
fpeiflacle.  Accordingly,  whenever  the  leflbn 
began,  I took  my  gun,  and  rambled  to  a dif- 
tance,  thereby  to  be  out  of  fight  and  hearing 
of  it. 
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I had  hoped  that  thefe  excurfiohs  ^ould  re- 
compcnfe  me  by  new  acquifitions,  atid  that  I 
fhould  find  among  the  birds  that  inhabited  the 
woods  fome  addition  to  my  colledion.  But 
I was  difappointed.  The  time  of  their  pafTage 
was  over ; and  the  great  and  little  bee-eaters, 
varieties  of  fwallows  and  other  fpecies,  had  all 
difappeared. 

Another  remark  which  I made  while  in  this 
' part  of  Africa ' I confider  as  too  important  to 
be  omitted.  The  moment  the  hurricane  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  of  which  1 have  fpoken  above, 
had  ceafed,  the  wind  veered  to  the  north, 
where  it  conftantly  remained,  with  a few  va- 
riations only  to  the  two  neighbouring  points, 
north  by  weft,  and  north  by  eaft.  Occafionally 
we  had  a few  fhowers,  but  fo  flight  that  they 
fcarcely  wetted  the  fand.  The  fky,  however, 
had  continued  gloomy  and  overfliadowed, 
the  wind  driving  before  it  numerous  clouds, 
which  proceeded  to  accumulate  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Camis,  and  prepare  the  rainy  feafon 
for  the  Cape. 

This  feafon  had  already  commenced  in  the 
mountains  to  the  north,  where  the  Orange 
takes  its  fource.  At  leaft  this  river,  fmce  I 
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Groffed  It,  that  is  to  fay,  within  a fortnight, 
had  rifen  more  than  twenty  feet.  It  flowed 
now  on  a level  with  its  banks,  and  carried 
along  with  it  feveral  whole  trees  which  it  had 
torn  up  by  tl>e  roots,  and  even  formed,  in  fe- 
veral parts  of  the  plain,  extenfive  lakes.  In  a 
word,  my  camp,  which  at  firfl:  had  been  fta- 
tioned  fix  hundred  paces  from  the  water’s  edge, 
and  had  not  been  moved,  was  now  diflant 
from  it  not  above  fifty.  Alinofl;  all  the  trees 
were  nearly  covered  by  it,  their  tops  and  a 
few  branches  only  being  perceptible.  This 
fight,  one  of  the  grandefl:  I ever  beheld  in 
Africa,  if  it  had  not  been  at  variance  with  my 
fchemes,  would  long  have  feafted  my  eyes. 
Befides  other  inconveniences  to  the  danger  of 
' my  caravan,  this  fw’ell  of  the  river  deprived 
me  of  the  advantage  of  hunting  hlppopo- 
,tamufes;  for  thefe  amphibious  animals,  as 
they  do  not  love  muddy  and  troubled  waters, 
had  retired  towards  the  fea-fliore. 

Many  of  my  new  favages  belonging  to 
hordes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  regretted, 
on  account  of  its  overflow,  their  having  re- 
mained fo  long  with  me.  The  Gheyfliquas, 
on  the  contrary,  free  from  this  occafion  of  un- 
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eafmcfs,  and  being  well  fed  In  my  camp,  were 
happy  in  remaining,  and  feemed  not  to  think 
of  tbeir  departure.  But  1 had  engaged  to  fend 
them  back  in  a week,  and  I kept  my  word. 

1 gave  them  all  more  than  1 had  promifed. 
The  prefent  dtTigned  for  the  chief  was  en- 
trulled  to  liis  daughter,  as  he  had  defired  ; and  ^ 
I added  thereto  a pretty  red  handkerchief  for 
herfelf,  and  feme  v/hite  glafs  beads,  which  fhe 
hip^bly  valued.  She  had  been  treated  with 
diflindion  in  my  camp.  No  convenience  had 
been  denied  her,  not  even  that  of  anointing ; 
and  I fometimes  attended  her  toilette,  which 

t 

indeed  was  always  the  fame,  but  I every  time 
received  frefli  pleafure  in  obferving  the  pains 
fhe  took  to  adorn  and  difplay  her  charms,  the 
fight  of  whicli  rendered  me  every  day  more 
referved  and  circumfped. 

This  troop  had  fcarcely  departed,  when 
another  arrived,  conGlling  of  thirty-fix  perfons, 
men  and  women.  Thefe  were  Hottentots  who 
refide  on  the  confines  of  the  colony,  and  who, 

, buying  at  fecond  or  third  band  certain  com- 
modities from  the  planters,  travel  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  there  to  barter  them  with 
other  fuvages  for  cattle,  which  on  their  return 
• they 
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they  fell  to  the  co’onifts. , There  are  alfo  whites 
who  follow  this  kind  of  trade  ; but  they  are  far 
from  dealing  with  the  fame  honefty  as  the 
favages  of  whom  I am  fpeaking. 

Thefe  people  arrived  from  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries, where  they  had  purchafed  a herd  of  about 
threefcore  cattle.  Having  heard  of  me  there, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  find  me,  and  came 
to  afk  permiffion  to  join  my  caravan  and  re- 
turn with  me  to  their  habitations.  To  this 
requeft  I gave  my  confent,  informing  them, 
however,  that  I had  as  yet  neither  determined 
on  the  day  of  my  departure,  nor  the  road  I 
fliould  take. 

With  regard  to  fubfiftence,  I promifed  to 
fliare  wdth  them  the  produce  of  my  hunting, 
as  long  as  game  was  to  be  found : but  added, 
that  the  moment  game  failed,  and  I fhould  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  my  herd  to  feed  my 
people,  I fhould  then  leave  them  to  themfelves 
to  get  provifion  as  they  could.  I obferved 
alfo  that  1 fhould  not  furnifh  them  with  to- 
bacco ; for  my  flock  of  this  article,  fo  import- 
ant to  a favage,  began  to  fall  fhort.  With 
regard  to  my  brandy,  though  I had  left  a fmall 
ftore  at  my  departure,  it  was  confiderahly  di- 
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minidied  at  my  return.  I could  not  avoid 
teflifying  my  difpleafure  at  this  circumftance 
to  Swanepoel  himfelf,  as  I fufpeded  him  of 
having  yielded  to  the  temptation  and  con- 
fumed<-it  unnecefTarily. 

The  traders  thanked  me  for  the  readinefs  of 

« 

my  compliance,  as  well  as  for  the  fervices  I 
propofcd  to  render  them.  The  conditions  I 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  impofe  were  indeed 
too  reafonable  for  them  to  make  any  ob- 
jedion ; and  fo  far  from  requiring  tobacco  of 
me,  they  had  flill  feveral  roils  remaining  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  each,  befide  what 
was  neceffary  for  themfelves,  which  they 
offered  to  fpare  me.  This  offer  I accepted, 
promifmg  to  pay  them,  as  foon  as  we  reached 
the  poffeffions  of  the  Dutch,  either  in  money 
or  in  kind,  as  they  fliould  like  beft. 

Nothing  yet  informed  me  when  I might, 
exped  to  depart.  My  people,  with  all  their 
exertions,  could  not  accomplifli  the  breaking 
in  of  my  oxen  ; and  the  delay  thus  occafioned, 
which  was  pure  wafte  of  time,  mortified  me  ex- 
tremely : however,  I attempted  to  make  at  lead; 
fome  advantage  of  it,  by  looking  over  my  col- 
ledion,  and  putting  it  in  order  for  conveyance. 
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' The  Ikin  of  the  giraffe  in  particular  wanted 
fome  preparation,  for  it  had  become  in  drying 
as  hard  as  iron,  fo  that  there  was  no  bending 
It,  and  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  carried  with 
any  convenience.  I firft  foaked  it  in  the  river 
for  a few  hours,  and  then  fteeped  it  in  a de- 
codion  of  tobacco,  camphor,  and  foap  ; and 
by  thefe  means  it  was  rendered  fo  fupple,  that 
I could  pack  it  up  as  I pleafed. 

Having  finilhed  the  arrangenient  of  my 
colledion,  I employed  the  leifure  that  re- 
mained in  drawing  plants  and  flowerS.  There 
were  immenfe  quantities  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ; and  every  day  the  feafon  occafioned 
frefli  ones  to  blow.  But  I made  my  drawings 
rather  as  an  amateur  than  a naturalift,  and  at- 
tended only  to  fuch  as  appeared  moft  beauti- 
ful and  rare. 

While  fpeaking  of  thefe  things,  though  in 
another  point  of  view,  1 cannot  help  expreffing 
my  regret  that  Sparmann,  who  was  fo  little 
preffed  for  time  when  he  undertook  his  jour- 
ney, or  Paterfon,  who  feems  to  have  travelled 
poll,  and  as  a man  eager  to  finilh  his  expedi- 
tion, had  not  formed  the  defign  of  penetrating 
into  the  country  of  the  Kabobiquas,  and  as 
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far  even  as  the  mountains  of  the  Houzou-' 
anas. 

What  treafures  would  thefe  learned  botanifts 
have  found  there ! And  what  riches  might 
they  not  have  brought  away  with  them  ! 

I have  mylelf,  indeed,  but  a few  Icore  draw- 
ings, to  prove  what  fcience  might  have  gained 
by  their  means  : yet  I invite  other  travellers 
to  undertake  what  my  little  knowledge  of  bota- 
ny prevented  me  from  performing  ; and  I dare 
promife  them  before  hand  the  moft  Iplendid 
fuccefs.  But  at  the  fame  time  1 muft  tell  them, 
that  they  ought  to  dedicate  feveral  years  to  their 
refearches,  without  which  it  will  be  impofliblc 
for  them  to  accomplifli  their  purpofe  to  any 
great  extent. 

It  is  not  in  Africa  as  in  what  are  called  the 
temperate  countries  of  Europe.  In  thefe,  na- 
ture gives  the  earth  to  vegetate  part  of  the  year 
only,  while,  during  the  other  part,  it  is  dead 
and  lifelefs.  In  Africa,  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  no  interruption.  The  foil,  warmed  by  the 
continual  heat,  is  always  fertile  ; and  every 
month  yields  its  plants,  its  flowers,  and  its 
fruits.  Nor  is  there,  as  in  Europe,  a gradual 
development  and  regular  fucceflron.  It  is  not 
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the  feafon,  nor  is  It  the  greater  or  lefs  propin- 
quity of  the  equator,  that  occalions  a more  or 
Icfs  abundant  vegetation.  The  fun  irfelf,  ehe- 
where  confidered  as  the  primary  caufe  of  fer- 
tility, is  here  the  fecondary  only.  Its  heat,  it 
is  true,  is  affiiting  to  the  birth,  growth,  and 
ripening  of  vegetables ; but  they  are  the  rains 
more  particularly  that  occafion  them  to  fpring 
up  and  unfold  themfelves,  that  determine  in 
great  meafure  the  place  and  time  of  their  ap- 
pearance, and  caufe  them  to  fhow  themfelves 
in  one  place  fooner  than  in  another.  Now  as 
the  rains  themfelves  are  owing  to  the  fituation 
of  the  mountains  which  attraiT  the  clouds,  it 
follows,  that  they  may  be  very  unequally  dif- 
tributed,  and  that  one  fpot  may  be  deluged 
with  them,  while  another,  properly  watered, 
fhall  difplay  a vigorous  hate  of  vegetation,  and 
a third,  dry  and  parched,  exhibit  only  the 
image  of  death  and  defolation. 

From  this  fortuitous  occurrence  of  the  rains, 
fome  vegetables  have  a fort  of  accidental  fuc- 
ceflion,  according  to  the  fpots  on  which  they 
grow,  that  naturally  they  ought  not  to  have. 
Thus  in  one  place  a fpecies  of  flower  has  juft 
blowm,  which  farther  on  appeared  fix  weeks 
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before,  and  which,  ten  leagues  farther  ftill,  will 
perhaps  not  blolTom  in  lefs  than  two  months. 
In  Africa,  nature  is  always  alive,  and  her  adion 
never  benumbed  by  cold  : but  it  is  neceffary 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  her  ; and  the  botanift 
who  traverfes  the  country,  without  refiding  in 
it  a confiderable  time,  muft  exped  only  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  will  of  courfe  bring 
away  with  him  no  other  coliedion  than  what 
is  afforded  him  by  chance. 

At  the  Cape  are  daily  proofs  of  what  I have 
faid.  The  colonies  have  long  ago  been  vifited 
by  amateurs  of  flowers  and  fkilful  botanifts ; 
yet  every  new  corner  finds  fomething  with 
which  to  enrich  his  garden  or  his  herbal.  As 
it  happens,  perhaps,  that  no  one  arrives  at 
the  fame  place,  under  the  fame  circumftances, 
and  at  the  fame  period  as  another,  each  meets 
with  plants  which  they  who  preceded  him 

s 

neither  knew  nor  had  the  power  of  knowing. 
The  two  naturalifts  I mentioned  above  have 

' i 

enriched  fcience  by  new  difeoveries,  though 
they  came  after  fo  many  others. 

Though  the  majority  of  thefe  fucceffivc 
journeys  were  made  in  a fhort  fpace  of  time, 
they  have  contributed  neverthelefs  to  extend 
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our  knowledge,  and  increafe  the  treafures  of 
natural  hiftory.  What  then  would  be  efiedted, 
Ihould  a man  of  information  repair  to  fome 
fertile  and  more  diftant  fpot,  and  remain  a 
wdiole  year,  fo  as  to  fee  all  that  nature  produces 
there  blow  in  fuccelhon  under  his  eye  ! 

What  I have  faid  concerning  plants  is  with 
equal  truth  applicable  to  birds;  for  the  influ- 
ence of  the  rains,  which  accelerates  or  retards 
the  unfolding  of  the  former,  cannot  fail  to 
occafion  great  difference  in  the  laying,  incuba- 
tion, and  moulting  of  the  latter. 

That  I may  render  a double  fervice  to  per- 
fons  attempting  a fimilar  enterprife  to  mine,  I 
fhall  infert  here  a remark,  which  I confider  as 
important,  and  that  may  fave  them  from  many 
miflakes ; which  is,  that  the  variation  which 
is  obferved  to  take  place  in  the  fame  fpecies  of 
plants,  according  to  the  difference  of  age,  of 
time,  and  of  place,  takes  place  alfo  among 
the  feathered  tribe. 

This  accidental  and  tranfitory  diffimilitude 
is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  a perfon  would 
fuppofe  himfelf  to  fee  individuals  totally  diffe- 
rent ; and  1 have  known  men  learned  in  books 
^nd  fyftems  as  much  deceived  in  this  refpeft  as 
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others.  One  of  thefe  clofet  naturalifts,  for 
inftance,  fliewed  me  four  birds  as  fo  many  dif- 
ferent fpecies,  and  even  as  not  belonging  to 
the  fame  genuo,  with  which  I was  well  ac- 
quainted, and  which  I knew  to  be  the  fame 
bird,  only  of  different  ages. 

In  the  firft  place,  every  male  when  young 
has  the  fame  plumage  as  his  mother;  and  it  is 
only  as  he  grows  older  that  heaffumes  that  of 
his  fex.  I will  not  venture  to  affirm  that  this 
is  an  univerfal  and  invaiiable  rule  ; but  1 have 
hitherto  met  with  no  exception  to  it,  whereas 
I have  verified  it,  by  my  own  obfervation,  ia 
more  than  a thoufand  different  fpt  cies. 

Many  females  too,  when  they  grow  fo  old 
as  to  ceafe  laying  eggs,  undergo  a fimilar 
change,  and  affume  the  more  fplendid  colours 
belonging  to  the  male  of  the  fpecies,  which  they 
retain  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
This  fad:  is  flrikingly  perceptible  in  thofc 
fpecies  in  which  the  male  and  female  very 
much  differ  in  their  colour ; as  the  golden 
pheafant  of  China,  for  inftance,  now  fo  com- 
mon in  our  aviaries,  in  which  the  change 
takes  place.  I have  obferved  the  fame  tranf- 
\ mutation  in  many  other  birds,  of  which  I 
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ffiall  fpeak  elfewhere.  In  foine  fpecies,  and 
thofenot  few  in  number,  the  male  alone  regu- 
larly changes  his  colour,  and  alfumes  once  in 
a twelvemonth  the  plumage  of  the  female;  fo 
that  at  a certain  period  of  the  year  all  the  birds 
of  this  fpccies  appear  to  be  females.  I have  in 

my  poffeffion  fpecimens  of  more  than  nfty  of 
thefe  changing  fpecies,  in  all  their  tranfitions 
from  one  hue  to  another ; but  the  one  in 
•which  it  appears  moil  extraordinary  is  an 
African  bunting,  known  by  the  name  of  veuve 
a epaulettes  rouges^.  The  female  of  this 
beautiful  bird  has  the  fimple  colours  of  the  (ky- 
lark,  and  a Ihort  horizontal  tail,  like  that  of 
almoft  all  other  birds : the  male,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  wholly  black,  except  at  the  fhoulder 
of  the  wing,  where  there  is  a large  red  patch ; 
and  his  tail  is  long,  ample,  and  vertical  like 
that  of  the  common  cock.  But  this  brilliant 
plumage  and  fine  vertical  tail  fubfifl  only  dur- 
ing the  feafon  of  love,  which  continues  fix 
months.  This  pei  iod  over,  he  lays  afide  his 
fpleadid  habiliments,  and  alfumes  the  more 

* See  BufTon’s  Planches  Enluminees,  No.  6^5.  V.  The 
orange-fliouldered  bunting.  Latham’s  Synopfis,  vol.  II. 
p.  184.  T» 
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modeft  drefs  of  his  mate.  The  moft  extraor- 
dinary circumflance  is,  that  the  vertical  tail 
alfo  changes  to  a horizontal  one,  and  the  male 
fo  exa(^fly  refembles  the  female,  that  it  is  not 
poffible  to  dihinguifh  them  from  each  other. 

The  female  has  her  turn.  When  fhe  reaches 
a certain  age,  and  has  loft  the  faculty  of  pro- 
pagating the  fpecies,  fhe  clothes  herfelf  for  the 
remainder  of  her  days  in  the  garb  which  the 
male  had  temporarily  aflumed  ; her  tall,  like 
his  at  that  period,  grows  long,  and,  like  his 
alfo,  from  horizontal  becomes  vertical. 

The  birds  of  this  fpecies  aflbeiate  together, 
live  in  a fort  of  republic,  and  build  their  nefts 
near  to  each  other.  The  fociety  ufually  con- 
fifts  of  about  fourfeore  females  : but  whether, 
by  a particular  law  of  nature,  more  females  are 
produced  than  males,  or  for  any  other  reafon 
of  which  I am  ignorant,  there  are  never  more 
than  twelve  or  fifteen  males  to  this  number  of 
females,  who  have  them  in  common. 

All  that  I have  here  written  1 have  read  in 
the  great  book  of  nature.  Such  obfervations, 
perhaps,  have  no  great  merit,  and  I confider 
them  myfelf  as  of  little  value : but  they  are  at 
leaft  accurate  ; and  the  critics  who  have  been 

defirous 


AFRICA. 


363 

defii'ous  of  giving  me  their  advice  have  nei- 
ther found,  nor  will  be  able  to  lind,  fimilar 
ones,  either  among  their  inventors  of  fyftems, 
or  in  the  books  of  writers  whofe  excuriions 
have  never  extended  beyond  the  walls  of  a 
clofet. 

IVly  people  were  ftill  employed  in  breaking 
in  the  oxen,  but  they  were  advanced  in  the 
bufinefs  fcarcely  farther  than  at  the  fir  ft  mo- 
nient.  One  day  when  exercifing  them,  one 
jn  particular  became  furious,  and  attempted 
to  make  his  efcape.  The  Hottentot  who  was 
.neareft  endeavoured  to  flop  him,  by  catching 
hold  of  the  rope  by  which  he  had  been  fiftened ; 
but  unfortunately  flipping  his  hand  into  a run- 
ning knot,  which  drew  tight  round  his  wrift, 
he  was  dragged  along  by  the  animal  to  a con* 
fiderable  diftance,  and  torn  and  bruifed  in 
twenty  places  before  it  was  poflTible  to  extri- 
cate him. 

Juft  at  that  moment  Bernfry  arrived.  He 
had  witnefled  the  accident,  and  was  alfo  prc- 
fent  when  I was  told  of  it.  Availing  himfelf 
of  the  circumftance,  he  ftated  to  me  how  im- 
prudent it  would  be  to  expofe  myfelf  on  the 
road  with  cattle  fo  totally  undifeiplined,  and 
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offered  to  provide  me  with  a team  of  fix  oxen 
well  trained  to  the  yoke,  if  I would  give  him 
in  exchange  one  of  my  mufkets,  with  twelve 
pounds  of  powder,  and  lead  enough  to  call 
two  hundred  balls. 

The  bargain  would  have  been  fufficiently 
advantageous  to  me,  and,  had  he  afked  triple 
the  value  in  other  articles,  I would  not  have  he- 
fitated.  But  to  furnilh  a man  of  his  character 
with  arms  was  putting  it  in  his  power  to  do 
ftill  greater’  mifchief : I therefore  pofitively 
refufed.  He,  on  his  part,  would  hear  of  no 
other  terms,  and  there  the  matter  refted,  not- 
withftanding  the  reprefentations  of  my  Hot- 
tentots, who,  tired  of  the  pains  they  had 
taken  to  train  thefe  untameable  beafts,  urged 
me  to  compliance. 

Thefe  men,  who  at  firft  had  made  a jefi; 
of  the  trouble  of  breaking  them  in,  now  de- 
fpalrcd  of  It.  I was  well  aware  of  the  per- 
plexity of  my  fituation ; but  1 was  refolved 
.to  fuffer  any  diftrefs  rather  than  confent  to  the 
bargain.  Accordingly,  renouncing  all  hope 
of  coming  to  an  agreement,  I fixed  for  my 
departure  the  2 ift  of  May  ; and,  when  the  day 
arrived,  the  oxen  were  yoked. 
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The  caravan  was  numerous.  Befide  the 

thirty-fix  dealers  in  cattle  who  had  requefted 

leave  to  accompany  me,  I had  ten  Nimiquas 

belonging  to  a horde  near  Secretary-Fountain, 

who  purpofed  to  proceed  in  company  with  us 

till  they  arrived  at  a ford  of  the  river  which 

they  knew,  and  where  they  intended  to  crofs 

it.  In  fhort,  including  both  my  own  people 

and  ftrangers,  the  troop  confided  of  ninety- 

two  perfons,  of  whom  feventy-three  were  men, 

and  nineteen  women;  and  our  herd  ofahun- 
/ 

dred  and  feventy-two  oxen,  befide  fheep. 

The  river  had  decreafed  within  a few  days ; 
and  the  Kaminouquas,  availing  themfelves  of 
this  circumftance,  had  returned  home  with 
their  wounded  comrade. 

All  my  caravan  was  ready  to  depart.  No* 
thing  but  my  giving  the  fignal  was  waited 
for;  and  I had  fet  one  foot  on  the  pole  to 
mount  my  waggon,  w^hen  the  ox  neareft  me 
flung  back  his  heels,  and  ftruck  me  on  the 
leg  of  the  other  juft  as  I lifted  it  from  the 
ground. 

I cried  out : every  one  ran  to  my  afliftance, 
not  doubting  but  my  leg  was  broken ; and, 
from  the  pain  which  benumbed  it  and  took 
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' from  me  the  capacity  of  moving  it,  I had  eveiy 
reafon  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion ; nor  was  It 
till  the  expiration  of  more  than  a quarter  of  am 
hour,  when  the  numbnefs  went  olf,  that  I 
difcovered  it  to  be  only  a violent  contufion, 

Klaas,  already  angry  with  me,  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  fevere  lelTon  I had  thus  received^ 
bluntly addrefled  himfelfto  Bernfry,offel*ed  him 
twelve  pounds  of  powder  and  twelve  of  lead  for 
two  of  his  thill  oxen;  and,  without  allov^ing  me 
time  to  reflect,  inftantly  ran  off  with  him  to 
fetch  them.  Klaas  was  in  the  right.  The  tw'6 
oxen  arrived  ; the  price  agreed  upon  was  paid  j 
and  we  departed. 

My  defign  w’-as  to  travel  for  fome  time  along 
the  fide  of  the  river,  following  its  courfe,  and 
keeping  as  near  as  poflTible  to  the  wood  that 
fkirted  it.  By  taking  this  road,  I was  fure  of 
water  and  plenty  of  grafs.  My  owm  w^aggon, 
by  the  help  of  the  oxen  that  Bernfry  had  fold 
me,  proceeded  tolerably  w'ell ; but  w ith  the 
other  two  waggons  the  cafe  was  different. 
Their  teams  w^ere  fo  refra(ftory  and  indocile, 
that  they  w^ere  twenty  times  on  the  point  of 
being  daflied  againft'  the  trees,  or  overturned 
and  thrown  down  fome  precipice  ; and  we 
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were  three  days  in  reaching  the  ford,  which 
ought  to  have  been  the  work  of  a fingle  day’s 
journey. 

The  drivers,  tired  of  their  office,  and  lofing- 
all  patience,  declared  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  proceed  any  farther,  unlefs  I 
procured  two  oxen  more,  well  trained,  for  the 
thill  of  each  of  the  other  waggons,  as  I had 
for  that  of  my  own.  This  was  telling  me  to 
buy ' the  four  other  of  Bernfry.  . Nothing 
ever  coft  me  fo  much  as  this  refolution ; but,- 
notwithftanding  my  relu<Slance,  neceffity  com- 
pelled me  to  fubmit  to  it.  Accordingly  I fent 
away  the  mufket  that  had  been  demanded  as 
the  price,  and  waited  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
for  the  arrival  of  the  oxen. 

In  the  mean  time  I difcharged  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  Nimiquas.  Recompenfed  beyond^ 
what  they  had  afked  for  accompanying  me, 
they  left  me,  highly  fatisfied  with  my  condud, . 
and  eroded  the  ford'  to  return  home. 

When  the  oxen  arrived,  we  alfo  departed  ;- 
and,  after  two  encampments  and  a match  of 
ten  leagues  by  the  fide  of  the  wood,  we  halted ' 
once  more  on  the  ftrand  of*  the  Orange,  at 
which  we  eafily  arrived  with  our  waggons- 
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through  a commodious  defile,  where  there  was 
not  a fingle  tree  to  incommode  us. 

Here,  however,  we  perceived  to  our  forrow, 
that  we  could  proceed  no  farther  along  the 
river’s  fide,  or  even  along  the  wood  that  bor- 
dered it,  on  account  of  the  roads,  which 
were  fo  bad  as  to  be  abfolutely  impafifable  for 
waggons. 

The  27th,  quitting  the  river  till  we  could 
find  fome  more  convenient  route  by  which  to 
return  to  it,  we  proceeded  fouth  for  four  hours 
before  it  was  in  our  power  to  verge  to  the 
weft,  and  in  that  direction  travelled  fix  leagues 
through  execrable  roads.  Being  obliged  every 
inftant  to  alight  from  my  waggon  and  get  up 
again,  I defpaired  of  rejoining  the  river,  and 
was  momentarily  on  the  point  of  abandoning 
my  defign.  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  we  arrived,  with  great  labour,  at  the  fite 
of  an  old  kraal,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
long  abandoned,  and  where  we  pitched  our 
camp. 

The  fituation  was  fo  pleafant,  that  I could 
not  refift  the  temptation  of  making  a ftay  there. 
A few  paces  from  our  camp  was  a little  wood, 
through  which  ran  a gentle  ftream,  that  af- 
forded 
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forded  water  for  us  and  our  cattle,  and  added 
infinitely  to  che  beauty  of  the  place.  Every 
moment  flocks  of  thofe  ring  groufe  arrived 
which  I have  elfewhere  mentioned.  I killed 
them  by  ddzens  ; and  the  fport  was  fo  pro- 
ductive, that,  during  my  three  days  abode 
there,  it  in  part  furniihed  fubfiftence  for  all  my 
troop.  The  trees  around  were  covered  with 
birds  of  differerit  kinds.  There  were  everi 
fome  that  were  new  to  me,  and  that  ferved  td 
increafe  my  collection. 

Meanwhile  fome  LeTs  Nimiquas,  informed 
of  my  arrival  in  their  ca:nton,  came  to  vifit  me, 
and  offer  me  Iheep  in  exchange  for  tobaccoJ 
From  them  I heard,  for  the  firft  time,  of  the 
accident  that  had  befallen  Pinar ; who,  after 
having  fo  much  vexed  me  on  the  road,  had  at 
length  parted  from  me,  feven  or  eight  months 
prior  to  this  period  of  my  travels. 

Having  offended  a horde  near  which  he  was 
encamped,  he  -had  nearly  been  the  victim' , 
of  his  imprudence.  His  oxen'  had  been  taken 
away,  his  waggon  plundered,  his  Hottentots 
killed  with  poifoned  arrows,  and  he  himfelf 
would  have  loft  his  life,  if  he  had  not  had  the 
Vol;  III.  B b addrefs 
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acldrefs  to  conceal  himfelf  till  he  found  an  op- 
portunity of  reaching  the  colony. 

Notwithflaiiding  the  reafons  I had  to  be  of- 
fended with  him,  1 could  not  avoid  pitying 
his  fate.  I little  thought  at  that  moment  that 
a misfortune  of  another  kind,  but  ftill  more 
alarming,  awaited  us  all. 

By  encamping  on  the  fite  of  the  kraal,  I 
fought  to  confole  myfelf  for  my  fatigues.  The 
coolnefs  of  the  wmod,  the  w^ater  by  which  it 
was  walhed,  the  various  flowers  that  adorn- 
ed it,  of  wdiich  the  fragrance  delighted  my 
fenfes — every  thing,  in  fhort,  feemed  to  con- 
cur in  fixing  me  for  a while  in  this  enchant- 
ing abode.  It  was  apparently  an  elyfium  ; 
blit,  alas  1 hell  itfelf  was  fituated  by  its  fide. 
We  encamped  on  an  efplanade,  about  four 
hundred  feet  in  circumference,  and  fmooth 
as  if  it  had  been  levelled  by  art;  but  it 
had  long  ferved  as  a fold  for  the  cattle  of  the 
horde. 

The  excrements  of  the  animals,  gradually 
accumulating,  had  at  length  formed  a layer 
feveral  feet  thick,  which,  brayed  by  their  hoofs 
and  inoiflencd  with  their  urine  and  the  rain, 
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Was  become  a ftratiim  of  turf,  a fulphureous 

and  iiidammable  foil. 

\ 

No  one  had  attended  to  this ; no  one  in- 
deed could  have  well  perceived  it ; for  the 
whole  fpot  on  which  we  encamped  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  a few  inches  of  fine  fand, 
which  had  been  conveyed  thither  by  the  wind. 
But  no  fooner  had  we  lighted  our  nodturnal 
fires  than  they  communicated  to  the  dried 
dunghill  underneath  its  covering,  and,  fecrctly 
pervading  the  mafs  and  penetrating  it  in  every 
direction,  at  laft  infl  amed  the  whole.  In  pro- 
portion as  it  burned  and  was  converted  to 
afhes,  it  funk  down,  and  thereby  occafioned 
vacuities  which,  affording  a paffage  to  the  air, 
increafed  and  fpread  the  combuflion.  At 
length,  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  con- 
flagration burfl;  forth,  the  flames  made  their, 
appearance,  and  they  who  firft  perceived  them 
gave  the  alarm  of  fire  to  waken  the  reft  and 
procure  affiftance. 

I was  afleep  in  my  waggon : their  cries 
fuddenly  awaked  me ; and  the  reader  may  ' 
judge  of  my  fright,  upon  feeing  twenty  pillars 
of  fire  afeending  from  the  midft  of  my  camp, 
my  Hottentots  removing  their  huts,  howling 
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like  lb  many  fpirits  of  the  damned,  and  run-^ 
ning  through  the  flames  to  colled;  my  cattle, 
'which  could  not  move  a ftep  without  finking 
into  the  ground,  and  occafioning  the  iffue  of 
frelh  flames. 

If  extraordinary  ideas  fuggefl:  themfelves  at 
fuch  a moment,  it  is  furely  excufable  ; parti- 
cularly if  a perfon  behold,  for  the  firfl;  time, 
fo  tremendous  a phenomenon,  and  it  burfl: 
on  him  fuddenly,  and  with  an  alarm,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  My  firfl  thought  was, 
that  a volcano  had  juft  opened  under  our 
feet,  and  that  we  were  in  the  very  centre  of 
its  crater. 

The  fire,  however,  had  not  yet  reached  me. 
My  three  waggons  were  to  windward,  and  by 
a lucky  accident  appeared  to  be  in  no  danger 
for  the  moment.  Accordingly  my  people 
called  to  me  to  remain  quietly  where  I was, 
and  not  be  uneafy.  Some  of  them  were  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  fires,  either  from  their  owa 
experience  or  from  hearfay,  fo  that  their  heads 
were  not  bewildered,  and  they  were  capable 
of  giving  effectual  affiftance  where  it  was  ne- 
ceffary.  All  the  men  and  women  Immediately 
laid  hold  of  my  waggons,  and  dragged  them 
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fo  far  as  to  have  refpeding  them  nothing  to 
apprehend.  > 

Fortunately  no  perfon  was  loft,  and  my 
oxen  only  fuffered  by  the  accident.  Several  of 
them  were  lamed  by  confiderable  burns,  and 
one  perifhed  in  the  flames,  without  its  being 
in  our  power  to  afford  him  affiftance. 

To  behold  this  huge  animal  ftruggling  in 
the  midft  of  the  conflagration,  the  fury  of 
which  was  increafed  by  his  violent  plunging, 
was  a fight  at  once  dreadful  and  fublime  ! The 
diftant  air  rung  with  his  cries.  He  foon  ex-< 
pired.  The  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was 
roafted  to  the  very  entrails ; and  when  it  was 
extinguifhed,  my  people  ate  his  remains,  with- 
out any  farther  preparation. 

Warned  by  the  fatal  accident  that  might  . 
have  befallen  me,  I cannot  too  ftrongly  recom- 
mend to  thofe  who  may  travel  in  Africa,  never 
to  encamp  on  old  deferted  kraals.  Had  the 
wind  blown  tovvards  the  fide  where  I was 
fituated,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  flames  would 
foon  have  communicated  to  my  waggons  ; and 
it  is  more  than  probable  that,  as  I flept  in 
the  one  w'hich  contained  my  whole  flock  of 
powder,  I fhould  have  been  blown  up  and 
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dtftioyed,  and  perhaps  too  before  my  people 
had  perceived  the  fire. 

The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  in 
removing  the  camp  to  frelh  ground.  Our 
oxen,  affrighted  at  the  uproar,  and  flill  more 
at  the  flames,  difperfed  themlelves  in  the  wood, 
from  which  we  had  great  difficulty  to  diflodge 
them  and  colledh  them  jdund  us. 

Refuming  our  journey,  we  travelled  feven 
leagues  weft  by  fouth : but,  the  road  being 
execrable,  I again  approached  the  river  by 
turning  to^the  north- weft.  After  proceeding 
four  hours  in  this  diredion,  we  arrived  at  the 
entrance  of  a pafs,  at  the  end  of  which  I per- 
ceived a little  fcpiare  houfe,  covered  with 
thatch,  and  of  which  the  mud- walls  were  neat- 
ly made  and  in  good  condition.  ' 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  uneafinefs  I 
felt  at  the  fight  of  this  cottage.  I feared  that 
1 fhould  find  there  a fccond  Bernfry,  or  another 
Matthew  Moodel : but,  on  my  aj^proach,  I 
faw  with  fatisfadlion  that  the  houfe  was  at 
prefent  without  an  owner;  and  in  confequence 
I took  pofl'eflion  of  it,  and  pitched  my  camp 
there. 

Near  the  houfe  was  a fpring  of  tolerably  good 

water  ; 
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w'ater ; and  behind  it  a little  garden  gone  to 
wafte,  but  which,  amid  the  weeds  that  began 
to  overrun  it,  ftill  contained  lettuces,  peale, 
pumpions,  and  other  culinary  vegetables. 
The  pahure  around  appeared  .excellent  ; and 
the  Orange  flowed  at  a linall  dlftance  from  it. 
In  diort,  the  folitary  who  had  erected  his  her- 
mitage there  had  chofen  a fpot  equally  fertile 
and  pleafant : but  I was  furprifed  to  fee  it  un- 
inhabited and  abandoned;  and  I afked  Klaas 
Bafter,  who,  knowing  the  country,  might  be 
acquainted  with  the  caufe,  if  he  could  account 
for  the  circumflance. 

He  informed  me  that  the  houfe  had  been 
built  by  my  honed:  friend  Schoenmaker;  who, 
in  his  wandering  life,  had  made,  in  this  man- 
ner, different  fettlements  on  the  banks  of  the 
Orange  ; and  that  he  had  quitted  this  to  re- 
move from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bernfry  and 
Moodel,  who  he  was  aware  owed  him  no  good- 
will. 

I ihal!  fpeak  farther  on  of  an  unfortunate 
family  that  I met  in  the  defert  on  my  return 
to  the  Cape,  and  to  whom  I recommended  to 
' occupy  this  deferted  retreat.  If  they  followed 
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my  advice  ; if,  retired  to  this  corner  of  the 
earth,  they  have,  found  an  end  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, and  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
which  the  world  cannot  give,  they  will  re- 
member my  name.  It  is  pleafing  to  utter  the 
name  of  a good  man.  The  names  of  the  op- 
prelfor,  the  traitor,  and  the  alTaflin,  imprint,  on 
the  contrary,  a lading  horror,  which  converts 
the  mod  peaceful  abode  into  the  dwelling  of 
wretchednefs  and  apprehenfion.  But  I have 
quitted  the  deferts  of  Africa,  in  which  I ought 
for  ever  to  have  remained. 

Having  fixed  ourfelves  in  the  hut  and  fur- 
rounding valley,  I went  to  examine  the  date 
pf  the  river.  Tt  continued  to  fall.  Its  water 
was  already  much  lefs  turbid,  and  the  hippo- 
potamiifes  beganto  re-appear.  We  immediately 
fet  about  hunting  thefe  amphibious  animals ; 
and  the  fame  day  we  killed  one,  which  afford- 
ed an  ample  dock  of  provifion  for  my  troop. 

Intending  as  I did  to  begin  a third  journey, 
I was  very  defiroiis  of  examining  the  courfe  of 
the  river,  and  tracing  it  to  its  mouth.  But 
the  difficulties  we  had  already  experienced 
rendering  this  feheme  impradicable,  at  leafl 
’ ^ '•  ‘ with 
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■with  my  waggons  and  all  my  caravan,  I took 
the  refolution  of  making  this  little  excurfion 
on  foot  with  a few  only  of  my  people. 

The  journey  could  not  be  other  wife  than 
very  fatiguing ; but  it  would  take  me  only  a 
fortnight.  Accordingly,  encumbering  myfelf 
y/ith  no  baggage,  I took  with  me  four  of  my 
hunters,  of  whom  Klaas  was  one,  a few  of  my 
dogs,  and  fet  off. 

My  defign  being,  as  I have  faid,  to  recon- 
noitre the  Orange,  I travelled  very  fcrupuloufly 
along  its  banks,  without  ever  deviating  from 
them,  unlefs  compelled  to  make  a circuit  by 
high  or  ftcep  rocks  intervening.  After  a few 
days  march  we  difcovered  an  ifland,  which  I 

* v 

was  anxious  to  vifit,  in  the  hope  of  finding 
there  fome  new  objedt  to  gratify  my  curiofity. 

My  companions  had  no  difficulty  about  the 
paflage,  all  the  favages  being  excellent  fwim- 
mers.  For  my  part,  I had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  means  as  I had  employed  before  in  crolf* 
ing  Elephants-River,  beftriding  the  trunk  of 
a tree,  wdiile  fome  of  my  fwimmers  drew  it 
along  before,  and  the  others  pulhed  it  behind. 
The  firft  time  1 tried  this  expedient,  it  had 
nearly  coft  me  my  life  \ but  on  this  occafion 
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the  paflage  was  Ihort,  and  I was  too  far  from 
the  fea  to  have  any  thing  to  dread. 

Though  the  ifland  appeared  to  contain  no' 
living  creature,  we  found  feveral  hippopota- 
mufes  concealed  in  it,  whence  I gave  it  the 
name  of  Hippopotamus  Illand.  The  mo- 
ment we  appeared,  fome  of  thefe  animals  being 
alarmed  ruChed  into  the  river. 

One  of  them  happening  to  come  In  the  way 
of  Klaas,  he  fired,  and  killed  it  on  the  fpot. 
It  was  a young  one.  But  the  report  of  the 
gun  roufed  others  ; and  in  lefs  than  a minute 
1 faw  more  than  a dozen,  of  all  ages  and  fizes, 
run  to  the  water -and  difappear  in  an  inflant.  ' 
I could  never  have  believed  that  an  animal  fo 
unwieldy  on  land  fihould  poflefs  in  the  water 
fuch  furprifing  agility. 

To  pals  the  night  in  the  ifland  would  not 
have  been  prudent  in  me.  I was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  rivers  of  Africa,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Orange,  which  by  a fudclen  aug- 
mentation might  fu’prife  and  overwhelm  us 
in  the  Ihort  fpace  of  only  a few  hours.  Ac- 
cordingly, having  cut  a few  morfeis  from  our 
hippopotamus  to  fuppiy  us  with  fteaks  for  our 
fupper,  wc  croiied  the  other  arm  of  the  river, 

and 
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and  went  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  right  bank, 
fufficiently  cliftant,  if  an  inundation  took  place, 
to  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 

My  delign  was  to  return  to  the  ifland  next 

morning.  But  at  fun-rife  we  perceived  a vaft 

herd  of  elephants,  which  made  us  alter  our  re- 

folution.  There  were  at  leaft  a hundred  of 

/ 

thefe  animals;  and  many  of  them  had  fuch 
fine  tulks  as  to  afford  a ftrong  temptation  to 
my  hunters. 

As  they  were  within  fhot,  vre  fent  a few 
balls  after  them,  which  put  them  to  flight,  and 
we  immediately  purfued  them:  not  that  we 
could  hope  to  overtake  them  ; but  fome  of 
them  mufl;  have  been  w’ounded,  and  we  hoped 
a few  might  be  wmunded  mortally.  In  fa£t 
we  perceived  feveral  traces  of  blood,  which 
ferved  to  guide  us  in  our  purfuit,  and  which 
we  followed  great  part  of  the  day.  But  at 
length,  the  fun  beginning  to  decline,  I was 
afraid  night  w'ould  furprife  me  in  the  midfl  of 
the  defert,  and  w'e  regained  the  banks  of  the 
Orange. 

The  lavages  term  this  river  the  traitor  ; and 
nothing  indeed  can  be  more  treacherous  than  its 
fuddcn  fweliings.  Frequently,  wdien  its  waters 

are 
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are  at  the  loweft,  it  will  rife  within  the  fpace  of 
four-and-twenty  hours  to  the  extreme  of  its 
higheft  flood.  Sometimes,  too,  its  inundations 
continue  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months  together. 
Now  this  I had  to  apprehend ; and  if  the  ac- 
cident had  happened,  it  would  have  rendered 
my  return  to  the  camp  at  the  deferted  houfe  of 
Schoenmaker,  where  I had  left  my  waggons, 
by  no  means  eafy. 

I deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  return  to 
the  river  without  delay.  In  truth,  diftant  from 
it  as  we  were,  we  were  obliged  to  liaften  our 
march,  which,  after  the  extreme  fatigue  of  a 
day  fpent  in  the  chace  and  without  food,-  was 
a fevere  toil.  However,  we  reached  it  before 
night ; and  the  next  day  we  fwam  over  again 
to  the  ifland.  ' 

On  our  landing  we  repaired  diredtly  to  the 
hippopotamus,  with  an  intention  to  procure 
from  it  a farther  fupply  of  food.  On  its  car- 
cafe  was  a fuperb  vulture,  eagerly  employed  in' 
devouring  it.  As  I had  never  beheld  one  fo 
large,  my  joy  may  eafily  be  conceived.  But 
this  joy  was  detrimental  to  the  accuracy  of  my 
aim  ; for,  in  my  eagernefs,  1 fhot  too  much  on 
one  fide,  and  wounded  it  but  flightly, 
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Though  it  had  already  gorged  itfelf  with  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  flefh  (for,  upon  open- 
ing it,  I found  in  its  ftomach  no  lefs  a quantity 
than  fix  pounds  and  half),  yet  its  hunger  and 
voracity  were  fuch,  that  it  ftruck  its  beak  into 
the  carcafe  when  attempting  to  take  wing,  as 
if  dehrous  of  carrying  the  whole  of  it  away. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  weight  of  the  flefh 

it  had  devoured,  rendering  it  the  more  heavy, 

it  could  not  eafily  rife ; fo  that  we  had  time 

to  reach  it  before  it  was  on  the  wing,  and  we 

endeavoured  to  knock  it  on  the  head  with  the 

butt-ends,  of  our  mufkets.  It  defended  itfelf 

a long  time  with  great  intrepidity.  It  bit  or 

ftruck  at  our  weapons  with  its  beak,  and  its 

ftrength  was  ftill  fo  great  that  every  ftroke 

made  a mark  on  the  barrel  of  the  piece.  It  was 

fubdued,  however ; and  the  great  pleafure 

\ 

afforded  me  by  the  pofleflion  amply  recom- 
penfed  all  the  labour  and  fatigue  of  my  little 
excurfion. 

This  vulture,  now  in  my  colle£lion,  and 
unqueftionably  the  moft  beautiful  ot  its  genus, 
forms  a new  fpecie®,  hitherto  wholly  unknown. 
It  is  more  than  three  feet  high,  and  eight  or 
nine  in  breadth  of  wing.  Its  ftrength  muft 
. ' have 
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have  been  very  confiderable,  if  we  may  judge 
from  its  mufcles  and  finews ; and  I am  per- 
fuaded  there  is  not  a ftronger  among  the  whole 
order  of  carnivorous  birds,  not  excepting  the 
famous  condor,  which  fo  many  travellers  have 
feen,  but  of  which  their  deferiptions  are  fo 
different  as  to  render  its  exigence  extremely 
doubtful.  Thus  much  at  lead  is  certain — there 
is  no  bird  of  this  kind  in  any  known  colledlion, 
and  no  naturalift  living  can  affirm  that  he  has 
feen  it.  It  would  feem  that  all  travellers, 
from  their  defire  of  fpeakingof  this  bird,  have 
been  fure  to  fee  it,  one  at  Peru,  another  in  the 
South  Sea,  a third  in  Africa,  and  fo  on.  In 
ffiort,  it  has  been  met  with  every  where  : and 
Buffon,  ingenious  in  finding  fimilitades,  dif- 
covers  it  in  every  very  large  bird  mentioned 
by  thefe  men,  notwithftanding  the  little  agree- 
ment between  their  deferiptions 

I too  .might  eafily  have  fpoken  of  a con- 
dor; for  I have  feen  many  large  birds  of 
prey,  and  among  tliofe  which  I have  prefer- 
ved,  there  are  more  than  one  that  I might 
eafily  have  made  pafs  with  the  credulous  for 
this  carricr-off  of  ffieep  ; but,  whatever  fuch 
♦ See  Buffon’s  Nat.  Hift.  of  Birds,  vol.  I.  article  condor. 


roman- 


AFRICA. 


383 

romancers  may  fay,  who  affirm  they  have 
leen  fhcep  taken  up  into  the  air  by  condors,  I 
maintain  that  there  is  not  a bird  known  capa- 
ble of  carrying  away  in  its  talons  an  animal  of 
fo  confiderable  a fize.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  following  is  a defcription  of  my  African 
vulture,  which  I have  not  only  feen,  but 
brought  away,  and  which  is  fall  preferved  in 
my  colledfion. 

Its  feathers,  the  general  hue  of  which  is  a 
light  brown,  are  of  a particular  kind  on  the 
breaft,  belly,  and  fides,  where  they  are  of  un- 
equal lengths,  pointed,  curved  like  the  blade 
of  a fabre,  and  briftle  up  diftima  from  each 
other.  The  feathers  being  thus  feparated 
would  difclofe  to  view  the  fkin  on  the  brealfi 
if  it  were  not  completely  covered  with  a very 
thick  and  beautiful  white  down,  winch  is  eafily 
feen  between  the  ruffled  plumage. 

A celebrated  naturalift  has  faid  that  “ no 
“ bird  has  eyclafiies,  or  eyebrows,  or  at  leaft 
“ hair  round  the  eyes  like  that  in  quadru- 
“ peds.”  This  alTertion,  advanced  as  a general 
law  of  nature,  is  a miffake.  Not  only  the  bird 
of  which  i am  fpeaking  has  this  peculiarity, 
but  we  know  of  many  other  fpecics  in  which 

4 it 
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it  exifts;  fuch  as  in  general  all  the  calaos,  the 
fecretary,  and  feveral  other  birds  cf  prey.  Be- 
fide  thefe  eyelalhes,  the  vulture  in  quedion 
has  ftiff  black  hairs  on  its  throat.  All  the  head 

4 

and  part  of  the  neck  are  bare  of  feathers  ; and 
the  naked  lldn,  which  is  of  a reddifh  co« 
lour,  is  dallied  in  certain  places  with  blue,  vio- 
let, and  white.  The  ear,  in  its  external  cir- 
cumference, is  bounded  by  a prominent  Ikin, 
which  forms  a fort  of  rounded  conch,  that 
mull  necelTarily  heighten  the  faculty  of  hear- 
ing in  this  fpecies.  This  kind  of  conch  is 
prolonged  for  fome  inches,  and  defeends  down 
the  neck,  which  has  induced  me  to  give  it  the 
epithet  of  oricou,  a name  that  I lhall  retain  in 
my  hillory  of  birds,  where  1 lhall  give  a mi- 
nute defeription  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  I 
lhall  infert  here  an  accurate  figure  of  this  rare 
vulture. 

Eager  to  prepare  my  oricou,  I quitted  the 
ifland  before  funfet,  and  hallened  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Orange,  there  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  next  day  I continued  my  journey,  Hill 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river. 

Apprehenfive  of  wanting  food,-  we  carried 
away  with  us  a portion  of  our  hippopotamus.- 

But 
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But  the  precaution  was  unnecelTary,  As  we 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we  found 
upon  it  an  infinite  multitude  of  groufe,  flamin- 
goes, pintadoes,  geefe,  ducks,  and  other  birds  of 
different  fpecies.  The  number  was  even  fo  great, 
that  we  made  no  provifion,  gave  ourfelves  no 
concern  in  the  morning  for  what  we  fliould  fup 
upon  at  night. 

I found  alfo,  among  thefe  birds  intended  for 
our  table,  fome  not  unwortliy  to  form  a part 
of  my  collection.  Thefe  I prepared  on  the 
fpot ; arid,  that  they  might  not  become  too 
trpubleforne  from  the  number  of  the  packets, 

I fluffed  them  into  the  belly  of  my  orIcoUj 
which  thus  ferved  me  as  a portmanteau. 

The  trees  were  full  of  a particular  kind  of 
monkeys,  of  which  alfo  I was  defirous  of  pro- 
curing one  for  my  colledion.  But  thefe  ani- 
mals were  too  cunning ; and,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  flratagems  we  employed,  we  could  never 
get  within  (hot  of  them. 

On  our  way  we  met  with  three  Hottentots, 
who  were  much  furprifed  at  feeing  us.  One  - 
of  them  fpoke  fluently  the  Dutch  language, 
having  lived  a long  time  in  the  colony.  By 
them  wc  were  informed,  that  we  had  at  leaft' 
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four  days  journey  before  we  could  reach  the 
mouth  of  the  river ; that  there  we  Ihould  run 
great  rifle  of  being  maflacred  by  the  Bofh- 
men,  who  were  numerous  in  all  thofe  parts ; 
and  that  we  fhould  find  the  country,  as  we 
proceeded, . more  arid  than  any  we  had  yet 
feen.  I have  always  fuipedLed  that  thefe  men 
were  themfelvcs  fome  of  the  Boflimen,  of 
whom  they  wiflied  to  infpire  us  with  fear. 
They  had  no  doubt  their  reafons  for  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  us  from  advancing  farther, 
where  their  horde  probably  was;  but  w^e  could 
never  learn  whence  they  came,  or  what  brought 
them  to  the  place  where  they  found  us.  Thua 
much  is  certain — the  firft  of  thefe  men  that  per- 
ceived us  endeavoured  to  conceal  himfelf,  was 
very  uneafy  when  we  difeovered  him,  and  it 
was  not  till  fome  minutes  after  that  we  found 
there  were  three  of  them.  They  had  all  ar- 
rows which  were  poifoned,  and  each  carried, 
befides,  an  alTagay,  the  point  of  which  was 
, formed  of  a well-fharpened  fifli-bone.  This 
adventure  excited  fufpicions  in  our  little  party. 
Too  weak  to  brave  every  danger,  wq  held  a 
council;  and,  as  the  time  1 had  intended  tobe- 
ftow  on  our  excurfion  was  expired,  we  unani- 

raoufly 
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moiifly  agreed  to  return,  and  repair  directly  to 
the  camp  the  way  we  had  come.  As,  how- 
ever, it  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to 
place  any  confidence  in  thefe  three  men,  who 
appeared  to  us  in  fo  very  equivocal  a light,  I 
compelled  them  to  follow  us  till  we  were  nearly 
arrived.  In  confequence  we  feized  all  their 
arms,  promifing^  to  do  them  no  injury,  and 
that  they  fliould  infallibly  be  returned  to  them. 
They  delivered  up  their  weapons  with  a good 
grace,  but  not  wdthout  difplaying  fymptoms  of 
fear,  and  alTurlng  us  we  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, and  that  they  had  no  ill  defign. 
Though  we  profefTed  to  believe  them,  I deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  ad;  in  this  manner,  left  they 
Ihould  be  fpies  fent  to  get  information  of  our 
numbers  and  ftrength. 

I much  regretted  this  termination  of  my  ex- 
curfion,  by  which  I was  prevented  from  feeing 
the  mouth  of  Orange-River,  the  geographical 
fituation  of  which  Paterfon  has  laid  down  in 
his  travels  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Gordon. 
He  places  it  in  the  latitude  of  28°  33^;  and  its 
longitude  “ differs  but  little,”  he  fays,  “ from 
that  of  the  Cape.” 

As  I had  lived  in  the  fame  houfe  with 
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Gordon,  and  had  always  obferved  him  feril- 
puloudy  exadl  in  his  refearches  and  operations, 

I confefs  I could  find  nothing  like  his  ftyle  in 
this  phrafeology ; and  I was  the  more  furprifed, 
as,  according  to  all  the  beft  maps,  this  pretended 
differs  but  little  is  a difference  in  reality  of  at 
lead:  thirty  leagues.  I fuppofe,  therefore,  Pa- 
terfon’s  memory  to  have  failed  him,  and  that, 
not  recollecting  the  Colonel’s  exact  cxpreffion, 
he  fubftituted  in  its  ftead  a vague  and  errone- 
ous cxpreffion  of  his  own. 

After  declaring  to  our  prifoners  that  we 
would  (hoot  them  without  hefitation  if  they 
attempted  to  efcape,  we  returned  towards  the 
camp  the  way  we  had  agreed.  On  the  road, 
the  Hottentot  of  the  colony,  of  whom  I have 
fpoken,  had  the  appearance  of  refuming  his 
.ufual  trani[uillity  ; but  his  two  comrades  dif- 
played  confiderable  embarraffment  and  dejec- 
tion. At  night  they  feemed  to  take  heart  a 
little,  converfed  with  us,  and  gave  themfelves 
out  for  Lefs  Nimiquas,  whofe  language  in  fa£t 
they  fpoke.  This  did  not  prevent  my  watch- 
ing them  : they  might  be  Lefs  Nimiquas,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  be  Bofhmen  or  malefac- 
tors; for  I have  already  remarked  more  than 
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once,  that  the  Bofhmen  in  general  are  vaga- 
bonds of  every  nation,  who  aflbciate  together 
to  rob  and  plunder  all  travellers  indifcrimi- 
nately. 

Before  we  retired  to  deep,  I ordered  that 
fome  one  fhould  keep  watch  till  midnight,  and 
then  that  another  fliould  take  his  place  till 
break  of  day.  Klaas  took  the  firft  watch,  and 
was  relieved  by  another,  who  probably  fell 
afleep,  for  towards  day  one  of  my  people  cried 
to  arms,  and  awakened  us  in  hade.  He  was 
ftruggling  with  one  of  the  Lefs  Nimiquas,  w’ho 
attempted  to  take  from  him  his  fufee : but 
we  no  fooner  appeared,  than  the  Nimiqua  let 
go  his  hold,  and  ran  off  wdth  fpeed.  His  com- 
rade was  already  gone.  The  Hottentot  we 
flopped.  I ordered  his  hands  to  be  tied  be- 
hind him,  and  his  legs  to  be  bound,  fo  that 
he  could  not  run  away  and  efcape  from  us. 
While  we  were  thus  fettering  him,  he  Call- 
ed to  his  two  comrades  with  all  his  might ; 
but  they  took  care  not  to  return.  He  pro- 
tefled  his  innocence,  and  declared  he  had 
no,  concern  in  the  plot  either  of  running 
away  or  robbing  us  of  our  fire-arms.  We  pre- 
tended to  believe  him  ; but  in  the  mean  time 
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I did  not  let  him  loofe  on  the  credit  of  his  word. 
1 promifed,  however,  that  no  harm  fhould  be 
done  him,  unlefs  an  attack  were  made  upon  us, 
when  he  might  be  aiuired  he  fhould  be  the 
firft  victim.  This  little  nocturnal  adventure 
convincing  us  that  we  had  really  reafon  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  Bofhmen,  we  took  tbe  re- 
folution  ot  quitting  the  t.ees  by  the  river’s 
fide  and  marching  acrofs  the  plain,  where, 
being  more  open,  we  ran  lefs  ril'que  of  being 
furpriled.  Our  fettered  Hottentot  retarded 
our  progrefs  confiderably,  fo  that  we  were  obli- 
ged to  untie  his  legs  in  order  to  advance  with 
greater  Ipeed.  When  we  were  four  leagues 
from  the  camp,  night  overtook  us  ; and,  not- 
withffanding  our  wufh  to  arrive  there  as  foon 
as  pclhble,  we  were  obliged  to  halt,  being 
completely  fatigued  with  the  journey  of  the 
Bay,  in  which  we  had  travelled  at  leaft  a dozen 
leagues  over  a fandy  country,  and  unflieltered 
from  the  beams  of  a fcorching  fun.  Having 
taken  all  neceflary  precautions  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  our  prifoner,  we  paffed  the  night  in 
perfedf  quiet.  At  day-break,  having  nothing 
more  to  fear  from  hi?  connexions  as  we  were 
fo  nigh  the  camp,  I ordered  him  be  unbound 
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and  fet  at  liberty,  advifing  him,  however,  not 
to  appear  again  near  any  place  where  I was 
travelling.  Refuming  cur  way,  Vv^e  arrived  at 
the  camp  at  an  early  hour. 

I found  there  a Ka>ninouqua  chief,  a man 
in  years,  with  about  twenty  of  his  people,  who 
waited  to  pay  his  refpecTis  to  me,  and  offer  me 
a live  ant-bear,  which  he  had  juft  caught.  This 
animal,  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  by  no 
means  common  in  cabinets  of  natural  hiftory, 
hides  itfelf  in  the  ground,  and  hunts  only  by 
night.  Like  thofe  of  Guiana  and  other  knov/n 
countries,  it  lives  entirely  on  ants.  It  attacks 
even  the  termites  in  their  fubterranean  retreats  ; 
and  nature  has  given  it  long  broad  claws,  a 
little  crooked,  both  on  the  fore  and  hind  feet, 
with  which  it  opens  and  breaks  to  pieces  their 
nefts,  and  with  which  it  digs  its  own  burrow. 

In  the  fhape  as  well  as  in  the  length  of  its' 
tongue,  which  was  fixteen  inches,  it  refembled 
ant-bears  in  general ; but  in  other  refpedls  it 
differed  from  them,  particularly  in  having  a 
fmooth  tail,  and  its  body  covered  with  ftiftf 
Ihort  hair.  This  animal,  which  is  extreme- 
ly fat,  is  confidered  by  the  Hottentots  and 
planters  as  delicious  food,  to  which  no  other 
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can  be  compared.  The  Kamlnoiiquas  wh-O 
brought  it  to  me  talked  in  the  fame  flyle.  I 
was  defirous  of  tafting  it  after  It  was  killed  ; 
but  I found  in  it  fuch  a mufky  flavour,  and  fo 
execrable  a tafte  of  ants,  that  I was  obliged 
inhantly  to  fpit  put  the  morfel  I put  into  my 
mouth.  What  was  to  me  fo  difarrceabls 

I ^ 

was  the  very  circumftance  that  rendered  it 
quifite  to  the  palate  of  the  favages.  Nor  is 
this  to  be  wondered  at,,fince,  eating  with  eager- 
nefs  the  nymphs  of  ants,  it  is  natural  they 
fhould  relhh  fleffi  that  has  a fimilar  tafte. 

This  ant-bear  is  called  in  the  colonies  erd^ 
verken  (earth  hog),  and  by  the  Kaminouquas 
goup, 

I would  gladly  have  treated  the  chief  and 
•his  companions  with  brandy,  by  way  of  tehify- 
ing  my  gratitude  for  the  prefent  they  had  made 
me  ; but  I have  already  faid,  that,  on  nay  return 
to  my  camp  at  Orange- River  after  an  excur- 
fion  of  four  months,  my  cafks,  entrufted  tp 
' the  care  ofSwanepoel,  were  almoft  empty,  I 
had  ffiled  four  fmall  bottles  out  of  what  was 
left  by  w^ay  of  referve,  and  the  remainder  1 had 
given  to  my  people,  telling  them  that  they 
would  have  no  more  from  me  till  we  arrived 
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at  the  colony,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to 
drink  it  up  at  once,  or  hiifband  it,  juft  as  they 
thought  proper. 

This  llender  ftore,  which  It  was  neccftary 
for  me  to  keep  for  extraordinary  occafions, 
I could  not  think  of  confuming  at  once,  by 
giving  a bumper  to  each  of  my  guefts,  1 treat- 
ed, therefore,  only  the  chief,  and  four  aged 
Kaininouquas,  whom  I diftinguilked  in  the 
troop,  intending  to  recompenfe  the  others  by 
a prel'ent  of  Tome  toys ; and  upon  this  occafion 
I witnefled  an  adlion,  as  I have  elfewhere  men- 
tioned, that  filled  me  with  admiration  and 
efteem. 

The  chief,  unwilling  to  enjcv  alone  a plea- 
fure  not  (hared  by  his  companions,  his  friends, 
and  brothers,  kept  in  his  mouth  the  liquor 
he  might  have  fwallowed,  and,  approaching 
his  lips  to  theirs,  thus  diftributed  It,  one  after 
another,  among  all  his  people,  referving  for 
himfelf  nothing  but  the  feeling  and  the  fla- 
vour. The  four  old  men  followed  his  ex- 
ample ; and,  by  this  fmgular  mode  of  (haring 
it,  every  one  partook  of  the  gift. 

Men  of  delicacy,  people  of  falhlon,  it  Is  to 
this  noble  lefTon  is  addrefled  I It  will  ex- 
cite. 
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cite,  no  doubt,  your  difguft.  Your  cleanly 
mouths,  your  lalve-foftened  lips,  would  refufe 
this  fraternal  communication.  - For  my  part,  I i 
was  moved  even  to  tears,  and  throwing  myfelf 
into  the  arms  of  this  venerable  chief  I prefled 
him  clofely  to  my  heart. 

Jn  the  courfe  of  my  laft  day’s  journey,  I 
had  obfervcd  on  the  way  a tree,  with  an  enor- 
mous neft  of  thofe  birds  to  which  I have 
given  the  appellation  of  republicans ; and  I 
had  intended,  as  foon  as  I arrived  at  my  camp, 
to  fend  and  have  it  cut  dowm,  that  I might 
open  the  hive,  and  examine  its  ftrudture  in  its 
minuteft  parts.  Accordingly  I difpatched  a 
few  men  with  a waggon  to  bring  it  to  me. 
When  it  arrived,  I cut  it  to  pieces  with  a 
hatchet,  and  faw  that  the  principal  and  fun- 
damental piece  coahfted  of  a mafs  of  Bolh- 
men’s  grafs,  without  any  mixture,  but  fo 
compadt  and  firmly  knit  together  as  to  be 
impenei  Table  to  the  rain.  I'his  nucleus  is 
the  commencement  cf  the  flrudlure ; and 
each  bird  builds  and  applies  to  it  its  particular 
nefl.  But  thefe  cells  are  formed  only  beneath 
and  around  the  mafs ; the  upper  lurface  re- 
mains void,  without,  howe\Tr,  being  ufelefs  ; 
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for,  as  it  lias  a projeding  rim,  and  is  a little  ' 
inclined,  it  ferves  to  let  the  water  run  ofT,  and 
preferves  each  dwelling'from  the  rain.  Figure 
to  yoiirfelf  a huge  irregular  mafs,  the  fumraic 
forming  a kind  of  roof,  and  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  furrace  completely  covered  with  cells 
fqueezed  one  againft  another,  and  you  will 
have  a tolerably  accurate  idea  of  thefe  fingular 
edifices. 

Each  cell  is  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter, 
which  is  fufficient  for  the  bird.  But  as  they 
are  all  in  contadl  with  one  another  through 
.the  greater  part  of  the  furface  of  the  mafs, 
they  appear  to  the  eye  to  form  but  one  build- 
ing, and  are  diftinguifhable  from  each  other 
only  by  a little  external  aperture,  which  ferves 
as  an  entrance  to  the  neft ; and  even  this  is 
fometimes  common  to  three  different  nefls, 
one  of  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom,  and 
the  other  two  at  the  Tides. 

Paterfon  in  his  travels  mentions  this  fubje<3: 
of  natural  hiftory  ; but  his  attention  being  too 
much  employed  by  others  which  were  more 
particularly  interefting  to  him,  he  was  unable 
to  examine  it  with  fufficient  care.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  number  of  cells  increafing  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  the 
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old  ones  become  “ fleeping-rooms,  and  flreets 
“ of  communication,  formed  by  line  and  level.” 

No  doubt,  as  the  republic  increafes  the  cells 
muft  be  multiplied  alfo.  But  it  is  eafy  to 
imagine,  that,  as  the  augmentation  can  take 
place  only  on  the  furface,  the  new  buildings 
will  necefiarily  cover  the  old  ones,  which  mull 
therefore  be  abandoned. 

Should  thefe  even,  contrary  to  all  probabL 
Hty,  be  able  to  fubfift,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  the  depth  of  their  fituation,  by  preventing 
any  circulation  and  renewal  of  the  air,  would 
render  them  fo  extremely  hot  as  to  be  uninha- 
bitable. But  while  they  thus  became  ufelefs, 
they  wmuld  remain  what  they  w^ere  before, 
real  nehs,  and  change  neither  into  ftreets  nor 
fleeping-rooms 

The  large  neft  that  I examined,  was  one  of 
the  moft  confiderable  I had  any  where  feen  in 
the  coiirfe  of  my  journey,  and  contained  three 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabited  cells,  which,  fup-» 
pofing  a male  and  female  to  each,  announce  a 
fociety  of  fix  hundred  and  forty  individuals, 

* We  find  in  Paterfon  a particular  account  of  the  nefta 
in  queftion,  but  nothing  that  at  all  anfwers  to  the  idea  of 
fieeping-rooms,  which  is  probably  a mifconcepticn  of  tho 
Jrpnch  tranflator,  T. 
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Such  a calculation,  however,  would  not  be 
€xa(5l.  I have  fpoken  above  of  birds  among 
which  one  male  is  in  common  to  feveral  fe- 
males, becaufe  the  females  are  much  more 
numerous  than  the  males.  The  fame  is  the 
cafe  with  many  other  fpecies,  both  in  the 
environs  of  the  Cape  and  in  the  colony ; but 
it  is  particularly  fo  among  the  republicans. 
Whenever  I have  fired  at  a flock  of  thefe 
birds,  I have  always  killed  four  times  as  many 
females  as  males. 

For  the  reft,  thefe  birds  have  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  their  plumage.  It  is  an  uniform 
brown  grey,  diverfified  by  a few  black  fpots 
on  the  fides,  and  a large  patch  of  the  fame  co- 
lour on  the  throat.  The  male  is  a little  larger 
than  the  female  ; in  other  refpe<Sl;s  they  exa(ftly 
refemble  each  other. 

It  often  happens  that  one  republic  is  ex- 
pelled by  another.  This  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived ; and  I have  already  had  occafion  to 
jemark,  that  I had  feen  one  of  their  towns 
become  the  conqueft  of  a troop  of  little 
parrots. 

The  birds  that  commit  thefe  depredations 
are  thofe  which,  like  the  barbets,  pies,  titmice^ 

and 
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’ and  the  parrots  I have  juft  mentioned,  poflefs 
a fuperiorlty  in  ofTenftve  weapons,  by  the 
ftrength  of  their  bills,  which  the  weak  and 
unfortunate  proprietors  cannot  refift.  But 
. among  thefe  intruders  are  none  but  fuch  as 
make  their  nefts  in  holes,  or  the  hollows  of 
trees,  like  the  fpecies  i have  enumerated. 

The  republicans,  not  being  known  in  the 
colonies,  have  no  Dutch  name.  The  Nimi- 
quas  call  them  in  their  language  auagues^  with 
the  clapping  prefixed. 

1 remained  five  weeks  at  the  hermitage  of 
Schoenmaker.  At  length  I quitted  it,  to  vifit 
a horde  of  Lefs  Nimiquas,  about  five  leagues 
from  pur  camp,  where  a grand  hunt  of  fpring- 
bock  antelopes  was  to  take  place.  The  chief 
had  invited  us  to.be  of  the  party,  not  doubting 
but  our  fire-arms  would  contribute  greatly  to 
its  fuccefs.  I accepted  the  invitation  with 
pleafure,  as  much  with  a view  to  render  them 
a fervice,  as  again  to  fee  a hunt  of  the.  nature 
of  thofe  which  I have  already  had  occafion  to 
mention,  it  was  poftible,  too,  this  might  pre- 
fent  me  with  fome  new  circumftances  and 
particular  manoeuvres.  The  party  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  next  day ; and  all  were  bufy, 
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men,  women,  and  children,  in  making  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations. 

At  the  entrance  of  a defile  formed  by  two 
hills,  two  rows  of  flakes  were  planted  ; which, 
placed  at  a fmall  difla’nce  from  each  other* 
like  the  trees  of  a grove,  gradually  diverged  as 
the  row  lengthened,  till  they  reached  a con- 
fiderable  way  into  the  plain.  The  flakes  were 
three  feet  high,  and  had  a thong  paffed  along 
their  tops,  from  one  to  another.  To  this 
thong,  here  and  there,  oflrich  feathers  were 
hung. 

But  as  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 
have  procured  thongs  enough  to  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  tv;o  rows,  where  they 
were  wanting,  the  flakes  were  furnifhed  with 
bundles  of  oflrich  feathers,  wings  of  birds, 
ends  of  tails,  pieces  of  fkins,  and  even  whole 
krofles;  any  thing,  in  fliort,  that  it  was  thought 
might  ferve  to  frighten  the  game. 

The  fnare  began  at  the  very  opening  of  the 
defile,  where  were  dug,  chequerwife,  aboilt 
twenty  pits,  ten  feet  deep  by  fix  or  feven  wide, 
and  covered  on  the  furface  fo  as  to  be  com- 
pletely hidden,  though  fo  flightly  that  the  leafl 
weight  would  break  in  the  covering.  The 
, ■ chace 
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cbace  confined  in  making  the  antelopes  enter 
between  the  two  rows  of  flakes;  once  there, 
they  were  eafily  driven  into  the  defile  where 
the  pits  were  dug.  Such  as  pafTed  over  thefe 
pits  without  tumbling  in  fell  into  other  ambuf- 
cades,  where  the  people  of  the  horde  waited 
for  them,  lying  flat  on  their  bellies,  to  flioot 
them  with  their  arrows  the  moment  they 
iffued  from  the  defile. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  employed  in 
conveying  to  the  place  and  ereding  the  ap- 
paratus I have  defcribed ; and  the  next  day, 
at  three  in  the  morning,  we  fet  off  for  the 
rendezvous.  As  it  was  at  fome  diflance,  we 
did  not  arrive  there  till  break  of  day.  I 
mounted  one  of  my  horfes,  and  Klaas  ano- 
ther; and  I was  followed  by  fome  of  my 
hunters,  and  all  my  dogs  in  their  leafhes* 
Several  of  the  favages  of  the  horde  remained 
with  me,  while  the  refl  placed  themfelves  in 
ambufcade  along  the  palifades,  to  prevent  the 
antelopes  from  leaping  over. 

As  the  fun  was  rifing  we  perceived,  about 
half  a league  from  us,  a confiderable  herd  of 
fpring-bocks  chafed  by  a party  of  the  favages. 

1 direded  my  people  to  advance  in  file  along 
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one  of  its  flanks,  that  thereby  the  herd  might 
imperceptibly  be  driven  between  the  ftakes. 
Wc  foon  got  near,  and  began  to  prefs  them 
more  clofely.  At  length,  when  I law  that 
thofe  who  took  the  lead  w^ere  fairly  entered 
into  the  tunnel,  I and  Klaas  drove  full  gallop 
after  their  rear,  fliouting  aloud,  and  bring  our 
fufees  and  piftols,  wdiile  my  party  feconded 
us  by  the  difeharge  of  theirs,  and  the  others 
by  their  cries. 

This  noife  was  a fignal  for  the  favages  con- 
cealed near  the  ftakes,  who  all  role  up,  making 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  a hideous  yell,  that  the 
uproar  became  tremendous.  The  animals, 
frightened  and  urged  on  all  fides,  prefted  dil- 
orderiy  upon  one  another,  as  they  fled  in  a 
column,  and  exhibited  an  amufmg  fpe(ftacle. 

Curious  to  know  what  pafted  at  the  head 
and  near  the  pits,  I galloped  thither,  expell- 
ing to  find  them  filled  by  the  antelopes 
tumbling  in  in  heaps.  But  I was  deceived. 
Thefe  animals  are  extremely  cunning.  The 
leading  ones  only  fell  into  the  trap  ; which  the 
reft,  as  foon  as  they  difeovered  it,  efcaped  by. 
leaping  over. 

For  more  than  half  an  hour  that  the  paflage 
VoL.  III.  D d con- 
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continued,  this  leaping  ceafed  not  a moment ; 
and  never  did  I witnefs  a fpedacle  fimilar  to 
what  was  alTorded  by  thefe  thoufands  of  ani- 
mals, running  like  the  wind,  and  half  of  them 
at  a time  in  the  air. 

Some  were  killed  by  our  fhot,  fomc  by  our 
dogs,  and  others  flifled  in  the  throng ; but 
thirty-feven  only  were  found  in  the  pits  ; and 
even  mod  of  thefe  were  in  the  firft  holes. 
The  Nimiquas  allb  had  wounded  feveral  with 
their  poifoned  arrows  ; and,  though  thefe  fled 

away  with  the  red,  they  hoped  foon  to  find 
them. 

This  hunt  did  not  at  all  flrike  me  as  being 
very  fuccefsful.  Confidering,  indeed,  the  pre- 
parations that  were  made,  and  the  quantity  of 
game  we  faw,  I even  tiiouglit  it  a bad  one. 
Ehe  peorae,  however,  were  of  a different 
opinion,  and  told  me  that  fo  wonderful  a 
one  had  not  been  known  in  the  memory  of 
man. 

Tiiey  commonly  deemed  themfelves  fortu- 
nate if  they  procured  a dozen  antelopes.  Fre- 
quently they  had  even  the  vexation  not  to  get 
more  than  a lingle  one;  which  happened  fome- 
times  when  the  herd  was  fmall,  or  when,  the 
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number  of  people  employed  to  ftart  and  lie  in 
wait  to  frighten  the  game  being  too  few,  the 
animals,  lefs  terrified,  fled  with  lefs  precipita- 
tion. In  fuch  cafes  the  leading  antelope  only 
fell  into  the  fnare  ; the  reft,  warned  by  his  fall, 
leaped  over  the  pits.  In  fa6t,  I had  perceived 
in  the  prefent  hunt  the  truth  of  this  remark  * 
and  it  may  be  inferred,  that  our  fuccefs  had 
been  chiefly  owing  to  my  guUs  and  my  dogs. 

Our  game  was  now  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
kraal ; but  the  day  being  too  far  advanced, 
we  agreed  to  defer  this  bufinefs  till  the  next 
day,  and  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle.  We  fent,  however,  for  fome  oxen. 

At  day-break  they  arrived  ; and  we  returned 
to  the  horde  in  triumph,  attended  by  the  pro- 
duce of  our  chace. 

This  was  fufficiently  abundant  to  give  every 
family  reafon  to  rejoice.  Equal  portions  were 
diftributed  to  each,  and  part  was  employed  to  ' 
furnifh  out  a regale,  to  which  the  horde  added 
fome  fat  Iheep : for  among  the  favages  there 
Can  be  no  feafting  without  fat,  and  particularly 
that  of  mutton.  The  feaft  was  concluded  by 
a dance,  which  continued  all  night ; the  party 
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not  breaking  up  till  the  fun  made  its  ap- 
pearance. 

While  tliey  were  all  preparing  to  fleep,  I 
took  leave  of  my  guefts,  and  diredeci  my  Heps 
acrofs  the  long  Valley  of  Spring-bocks.  The 
valley  had  no  name  ; but  I fo  called  it  on  ac- 
count of  a vail  herd  of  thefe  animals,  which  I 
found  there,  and  which  was  more  numerous 
than  any  1 had  ever  feen.  I am  not  afraid  of 
exceeding  the  truth,  if  I fay  it  was  compof- 
ed  of  lixty  or  eighty  thoufanvl.  In  Ihort, 
the  wdiole  day  was  fpent  in  travelling  fevea 
leagues,  and  all  the  way  we  faw  nothing  but 
fpring-bocks  before  us,  and  on  every  fide. 
They  feeined  to  fill  the  valley  and  block  up 
the  paflage  againft  us. 

The  next  morning  we  w^ere  able  to  advance 
no  more  than  three  leagues ; but  it  was  for 
another  reafon.  In  paffing  a difficult  road, 
one  of  my  waggons  w^as  overturned.  The 
pole  was  broken,  as  were  three  fpokes  of  the 
hind  wheels ; and,  to  increale  our  misfortune, 
we  were  obliged  to  unload  it  before  we  could 
get  it  up  again. 

The  lols  of  the  pole  w'^as  eafily  fupplied,  as 
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I liad  a fparc  one  under  each  waggon  ; but  it 
required  Tome  time  to  repair  the  wheel  ; and, 
the  place  not  being  convenient  for  the  pur- 
pole,  I deferred  it  till  the  next  day.  A few 
branches  were  interwoven  between  the  fpokes 
of  the  wheels  to  fupport  the  broken  ones ; the 
waggon  was  lightened,  by  diflributing  part  of 
its  load  between  the  other  two ; and  in  this 
hate  we  were  able  to  proceed  four  leagues  far- 
ther, and  arrive  on  the  banks'of  a river,  which 
afforded  us  a favourable  fituation  for  our  en- 
campment, and  tlie  repair  of  the  wheel  of  the 
carriage.  It  was  the  12th  of  July:  a me- 
morable day — which  I fhall  never  forget,  as  I 
was  then  firft  attacked  by  a difeafe,  which  had 
nearly  coft  me  my  life  : it  was  memorable 
alfo  on  another  account,  and  I fhall  always 
recall  it  to  mind  with  fecret  fatisfadion,  for 
it  procured  me  the  pleafure  of  doing  a good 
adion,  and  rendering  a whole  family  happy. 

On  my  arrival  I felt  myfelf  not  well ; I had 
a ihivering,  and  a great  heavinefs  in  my  head. 
But  thele  fymptoms  did  not  alarm  me,  as  I 
aferibed  them  to  the  extreme  fatigue  I had 
undergone  in  my  excurfion  towards  the  north 
of  Orange-River,  together  with  that  of  my 
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laft  hunt.  With  this  idea,  fuppofing  that  all 
I wanted  was  reft,  I went  and  lay  down  in  my 
waggon,  in  order  to  relieve  mylelf  by  deep — r 
which,  however,  I was  not  fated  to  find. 

Klaas  in  the  mean  while  directed  my  tent 
to  be  pitched.  As  this  was  doing,  he  per- 
ceived at  a diftance  a waggon  that  appeared  to 
bend  its  courfe  toward  us,  and  he  ran  to  inform 
me  of  the  circumftance  as  a piece  of  good 
news.  More  than  a year  had  elapfed  fince  I 
had  received  any  letters  from  the  Cape.  I 
was  totally  ignorant  of  what  had  happened 
there  fince  my  departure ; and  thefe  flrangers 
would  perhaps  bring  me  information. 

This  thought  made  me  forget  my  illnels. 
I leaped  inftantly  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  meet 
them. 

The  waggon  was  drawn  by  a team  of  ten 

» 

oxen,  under  the  guidance  of  five  Hottentots. 
Three  lean  cows  and  a few  fheep  followed 
them.  The  travellers  themfelves  were  four  in 
number,  a man,  his  wife,  and  two  children. 
But  men,  waggon,  and  animals,  indicated  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  did  the  garments  that  co- 
vered even  the  mafler  and  miftrefs. 

I was  involuntarily  moved  with  pity  at  thq 
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‘fight.  They  on  the  contrary  teftified  the  inoft 
lively  joy  at  feeing  me..  Their  eyes,  their 
looks,  their  motions,  every  thing  declared  it.  ' 
The  man  and  his  wife  in  particular  could  not 
exprefs  their  fatisfadion.  The  meeting  me, 
they  faid,  was  the  height  of  felicity ; and  they 
jfhould  confider  this  day  as  the  moft  fortunate 
of  their  lives, 

‘ Having  never  feeri  them  before,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  conceive  the  reafon  of  this 
joy,  which  was  fo  ftrikingly  contrafied  by 
their  indigence  and  rags.  I was  eager  to  know 
it ; yet,  till  we  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  their 
waggon  was  drawn  up  by  mine,  I could  not 
well  afk  them  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  I then 
conduded  them  to  my  tent,  offered  them 
fome  refrelhment,  which  they  accepted,  and 
w'e  entered  into  converfation. 

- The  hufband,  who,  as  well  as  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Africa,  was  one  of  thofe  w^eak  and 
inconfiderate  men,  of  wTom  w’e  meet  fo 
many  every  day,  and  who,  denrous  of  eafe 
and  the  comforts  of  this  life,  but  naturally  in- 
dolent, feek  to  enrich  themfelves  in  fome  ihort 
way,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  more  fpecdily 
happinefs  and  quiet.  This  man,  feeing  no 
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mode  in  the  colony  of  making  a fortune  fo 
rapidly  as  he  wiflied,  and  having  heard  of  the 
acqiilfitions  that  had  been  made  among  the  NI- 
miquas  by  certain  individuals,  took  it  into  his 
head  to  vifit  them’ in  like  manner;  flattering 
liimfelf,  that  in  their  country  he  fhould  meet 
with  what  he  had  in  vain  fought  for  at  home, 
and  never  once  dreaming  that  wherever  acti- 
vity, induftry,  and  good  fenfe  are,  qualities  to 
which  he  appeared  to  have  no  claim,  there  alfo 
fortune  is  to  be  found  and  no  where  elfe. 
The  wonders  of  the  Nimiqua  land  he  had 
long  heard  of,  and  he  had  often  been  advifed 
to  fettle  in  this  pretended  paradife,  where  all 
the  wealth  of  the  globe,  and  all  its  moft  valu- 
able productions,  awaited  his  coming. 

Several,  it  is  true,  while  they  confirmed  the 
fables  that  prevailed  refpeCling  the  wealth  of 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  mines  of  gold, 
had  terrified  him  at  the  fame  time  by  the  nu- 
merous obftacles  wdiich  they  told  him  he 
would  have  to  contend  with.  They  fpoke  of 
Boflnnen,  tigers,  lions,  and  wfild  beafts  of 
every  kind ; and  thefe,  they  faid,  were  what 
prevented  the  planters  from  fettling  there. 

For  a time,  thefe  fabulous  terrors  had  ren- 
dered 
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dered  him  wavering : but  the  thirll  of  gold 
had  at  length  prevailed ; and  the  almoft  cer-. 
tainty  of  finding  it  had  led  him  thus  far  on  his 
way.  Five  wretched  Hottentots  attended  him 
in  this  wearifome  pilgrimage. 

By  report  my  name  had  been  known  to 
him  in  the  colony,  and  he  had  juft  learned 
that  I had  traverfed  the  country  near  the 
Orange.  In  confequence  he  inquired  after 
my  route,  and  diredled  his  courfe  fo  as  to  fall 
in  with  me.  Chance  had  favoured  him  be- 
yond his  expectations  : and  thence  arofe  the 
extraordinary  joy  he  teftified  at  feeing  me. 

The  converfation,  as  will  readily  be  fup- 
pofed,  almoft  wholly  turned  on  the  land  of 
promife  towards  which  he  was  travelling — that 
wonderful  land,  fo  fertile  in  gold,  filver,  and 
rubies,  that  he  vyas  to  pick  them  up  by  hand- 
fuls along  the  rocks  and  in  the  rivers  ! He 
talked  with  rapture  of  thefe  imaginary  trea- 
fures.  Perfuaded,  no  doubt,  that  my  wag- 
gons w^ere  loaded  with  them,  he  expeded 
Iicm  my  civility  that  I fhould  dired  him  to 
their  beds  ; and  had  depended  on  obtaining 
from  me  all  the  information  he  wanted. 

J allowed  him  to  vent  at  his  eafe  all  the  fol- 
lies 
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lies  with  which  his  head  had  been  ftufFeJ,  and 
made  it  a point  not  to  interrupt  him.  The 
idea  of  opening  his  eyes  and  deftroying  hopes 
which,  mad  and  chimerical  as  they  were,  ren- 
dered him  happy,  was  abfolutely  painful  to  me. 
To  diffipate  his  illufion,  and  tell  him  the  truth, 
was  to  render  him  miferable  : yet  was  it  ne- 
eelfary  to  be  done.  I ordered,  therefore,  all  the 
fpecimens  of  minerals,  all  the  ftones  and  co- 
loured cryftals,  which  I and  my  people  had 
collected,  to  be  placed  before  him ; and  fhow- 
ing  him  this  fuppofed- wealth,  the  nature  and 
value  of  which  he  might  himfelf  examine  and 
appreciate,  “ This,”  faid  1 to  him,  is  what 
“ you  will  find.” 

The  exhibition  was  a thiinderftroke  to  this 
deluded  and  happy  couple.  They  ran  their 
eyes  over  the  different  fubfiances,  and  then 
looked  at  each  other  with  an  air  of  dejedion 
and  amazement  which  it  is  eafier  to  imagine 
than  delcribe.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  mode 
of  convincing  them,  they  ftill  appeared  at  in- 
tervals perplexed  and  undecided  in  their  minds. 
Becaufe  I did  not  fhow  them  money  ready 
coined,  it  did  not  follow  that  nothing  to  coin 
it  w'ith  was  to  be  found  in  the  country.  The 
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iilufion  every  moment  returned  to  their  minds  : 
they  fet  againfl  my  teftimony  the  unanimous 
aflertion?  of  the  planters,  and  the  conftant  tra- 
dition of  fourlcore  years.  Soon,  however,  the 
curtain  dropped  again  ; the  truth  once  more 
ftared  them  in  the  face ; and  the  falfe  opinion 
they  had  conceived  from  what  had  been  told 
them  was  at  length  completely  dilTipated. 

To  fuffer  them  any  longer  to  remain  in  this 
painful  ftate  would  have  been  cruel  in  me. 
Difappointment  was  already  figured  on  their 
countenances,  and  their  fixed  dejeded  look 
denoted  how  profound  was  their  forrow.  I 
had  deftroyed  all  their  hopes ; they  were  too 
well  convinced  for  their  happinefs ; and  I 
thought  it  time  to  revive  their  fpirits,  by  fub- 
fiituting  rational  fchemes  for  wild  and  fenfelefs 
chimeras. 

Ignorance  mifreprefents  In  its  accounts  the 
ill  as  much  as  the  good  ; becaufe,  unable  to 
eflimate  the  value  of  either,  it  exaggerates  both. 
When  imaginary  treafures  had  been  announ- 
ced to  thcfe  people,  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
been  terrified  by  dangers  equally  unfounded. 
It  was  neceffary  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
diffipate  their  fears,  and  reprefent  the  country 
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to  wliich  they  were  going,  juft  as  it  was,  witli- 
out  any  deception. 

Relating  to  them  nothing  but  what  I had 
recently  feen  with  my  own  eyes,  they  could 
not  avoid  placing  fome  confidence  in  my  tef- 
timony.  I accordingly  gave  them  a brief  ac- 
count of  every  thing  moft  remarkable  that  had 
happened  to  me  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  fcrupuloufty  delineating  both  the  good 
and  the  bad,  without  concealing  any  thing  of 
either,  I then  advifed  them  to  give  up  the 
mad  and  chimerical  ideas  which  had  engen- 
dered in  them  fuch  covetous  defires  ; and  told 
them,  that  if,  inftead  of  lofing  time  in  feeking 
gold  and  gems  in  a country  where  they  were 
not  to  be  found,  they  wmuld  form  a lettlement 
there,  they  might  bring  up  their  children  with 
eafe,  and  live  in  happy  and  peaceful  compe- 
tence. 

Many  prejudices  refped:ing  the  favages  had 
been  inftilled  into  their  minds.  ' On  this  point 
I undeceived  them  ; and,  citing  my  own  ex- 
ample, I gave  them  to  underhand  what  great 
fervices  they  might  expe<ft;  from  theie  people, 
if  they  would  form  like  me  an  intimacy  with 
them,  gain  their  favour  by  a few  aifts  of  friend- 
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(Kip,  and  purfue  the  condud  which  I had 
found  fo  fuccefsful.  Finally,  though  it  was 
in  complete  oppofition  to  their  ideas,  I advifed 
them,  not  without  regret,  to  avoid  all  inter- 
courfe  with  certain  white  men  whom  they 
would  find  In  their  neighbourhood.  Thefe, 
I alTured  them,  were  their  real  enemies,  the 
only  ones  they  had  to  fear,  and  againfl;  whom 
they  mufi;  always  be  on  their  guard. 

During  the  whole  of  my  difcourfe,  the  eyes 
ot  the  woman  were  attentively  fixed  on  me  ; 
and  I faw,  by  the  alteration  of  her  countenance, 
the  profound  impreffion  it  made  upon  her. 
The  great  refped:  and  high  efteem  fhe  enter- 
tained for  her  hufband,  however,  occafionally 
intervened  to  deftroy  this  impreffion.  She 
endeavoured  to  difeover  in  his  looks  what  he 
thought  upon  the  fiibjeiff,  that  ffie  might 
thereby  determine  what  to  think  herfelf.  If 
joy  or  hope  were  exprefled  on  his  countenance, 
hers  expanded  at  the  fame  moment : if  he 
looked  thoughtful  and  uneafy,  her  features 
partook  of  the  change,  and  ffie  became  uneafy 
too.  So  much  love  for  fo  much  wn-etchednefs 
rendered  her  affedion  refpcdahle  in  my  eyes. 

The  man  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the 
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'wholefonienefs  of  my  advice,  and  confefled 
that,  if  we  defire  wealth,  it  is  a more  certain 
way  to  rake  the  trouble  to  acquire  it  by  our 
labour,  than  to  endeavour  to  find  it  ready 
made  to  our  hands.  But  one  great  difficulty 
flood  in  his  way  j which  was  his  poverty. 

Poor  and  helplefs,  what  would  become  of 
him  in  the  w'ild  and  uncultivated  delert  to 
which  he  was  repairing  ? Without  merchan- 
dife,  how  could  he  hope  to  gain  the  friendffiip 
of  the  neighbouring  hordes,  and  form  a con- 
ne£tion  with  them  ? Jn  fine,  without  imple- 
ments, without  utenfils,  without  furniturej  or 
materials  to  make  any,  without  provilion,  and 
in  fhort  deftitute  of  every  thing,  how  could  he 
form  a fettlement,  and  begin  a way  of  life  for 
which  he  w’as  totally  unprepared  ? The  moft 
important  articles  belonging  to  this  travelling 
family  were  a mufket  in  no  very  good  condi- 
tion, and  a fmall  trunk,  about  two  feet  fquare, 
which  contained  the  whole  of  their  vrardrobe. 

Good  advice,  well-timed,  has  no  doubt  its 
value ; but  the  poor,  laid  I to  inyfelf,  want 
more  than  advice  : and  in  confequence,  to  give 
thefe  pilgrims  a proof  how  much  I was  in- 
terefted  in  their  welfare,  I deferibed  to  them 
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the  little  hermitage  of  Schoenmaker,  in  which 
I had  pa(Ted  a few  weeks  fo  pleafantly.  I fpoke 
alfo  of  the  finding  valley  and  delightful  wood 
in  which  it  was  fituated ; and  I omitted  at  the 
fame  time  neither  the  beautiful  rivulet  that  ran 
by  the  houfe,  nor  the  little  garden  in  which 
feverai  of  the  culinary  vegetables  of  Europe 
were  fHll  to  be  found,  nor  the  proximity  of  the 
river,  which  would  afford  the  amufement  of 
fifliing,  and  the  advantage  of  hunting  the  hip- 
popotamus. Finally,  though  this  pleafant 
eftate  did  not  belong  to  me,  and  I had  not  in 
reality  the  leaft  title  to  it,  I took  upon  me  to 
make  them  an  offer  of  it,  and  invited  them  to 
take  poffeffon,  affuring  them  that  no  one 
would  difpute  their  claim. 

I intended.  Indeed,  to  acquaint  Schoenmaker 
with  the  circumftance,  and  had  no  doubt  but 
he  would  approve  of  what  I had  done.  And 
as  to  himfelf,  I purpofed  by  means  of  the 
friendfhip  of  Serrurier  and  Gordon,  when  I ar- 
rived at  the  Cape,  to  obtain  his  pardon.  My 
expedations  were  not  diffppointed.  I have 
already  fald  that  I accompliflied  my  purpofe, 
and  reftored  to  the  colony  an  honeft  man,  who 
has  fince  become  a very  fuccefsful  planter. 
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The  man  and  his  wife  embraced  my  offer 
with  thofe  expreffions  of  gratitude  which  an 
important  fervice  is  hire  to  draw  from  fufcep- 
tible  minds  ; and  I concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  to  arrive  at  the  valley  and  the 
houfe  in  queftion  would  be  a buhnefs  attended 
with  little  difficulty,  as  they  would  only  have 
to  follow  the  traces  of  my  waggons. 

This  converfation  had  occupied  a conhder- 
able  portion  of  my  evening.  Before  we  fepa- 
, rated  for  the  night,  I treated  the  travellers  with 
tea  and  coffee  ; and  they  retired  to  their  beds, 
joy  fparkling  in  their  countenances  as  they  quit- 
ted me,  at  which  I confefs  I w”as  fenhbly  affected. 

For  my  part,  I went  and  threw  myfelf  again 
on  the  mattrefsin  the  w’aggon.  My  illncfs  and 
headach  hovv^ever  were  fo  increafed,  that  I could 
not  heep  for  a fingle  moment  during  the  whole 
night.  I ought  to  have  felt  fome  anxiety 
about  the  caufe  of  this  fleepieffnefs  ; but  I fllll 
deceived  mylelf,  and  aferibed  it  to  the  emotion 
this  lingular  adventure  had  occafioned  me. 

The  next  morning,  my  vilitors  came  to  tell 
me  that,  ftill  more  confirmed  in  their  refolution 
of  embracing  my  propoial  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  they  were  about  to  prepare 
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for  their  departure  : upon  which  I gave  them 
every  information  refpeding  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  the  advantage  they  might  derive 
fromtheinfor  the  improvement  of  their  fituation. 

Refolved  however,  notwithhandlng  this  ad- 
vantage, to  render  their  abode  as  agreeable  as 
was  in  my  power,  I intended  to  beftow  on  them 
a fmall  flock  of  fuch  things  as  would  be  necef- 
fary,  or  at  leafl  ufeful,  to  them  in  their  new 
fcttlement.  I had  ftill  by  me  fome  fait  provi- 
fion,  and  particularly  the  flelh  of  the  lafl  hip- 
popotamus w^e  had  killed.  With  this  flefh  I 
t>rdered  a leathern  bag  to  be  filled,  and  carried 
to  their  waggon.  To  this  1 added  a few  toys, 
fome  brafs-wire  for  making  bracelets,  fome 
nails,  powder,  fhot,  and  indeed  every  thing  I 
thought  capable  of  contributing  to  their  plca- 
fure  or  their  fccurity,  and  enabling  them  to 
trade  for  w'hat  they  might  want.  Laflly,  I 
gave  them  four  fheep,  a goat  with  kid,  a cock 
and  hen  from  my  brood  of  chickens,  and  the 
youngeft  of  my  dogs. 

Tlie  good  people  fca^cely  knew  how  to  ex- 
prefs  their  gratitude. 

“ I am  now  about  to  leave  you,”  faid  tlie 
liufband,  “ and  perhaps  1 fliall  never  fee  you 
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“ again : but  while  I have  a fpark  of  life  re-* 
“ maiaiiig  in  my  body,  1 lhall  never  forget 
“ you,  or  ceafe  to  blefs  your  name.  I was 
“ going  to  expofe  myfelf  to  pcrilh  with  hun-^ 
“ ger  and  defpair,  and  you  have  hopped  me 
“ on  the  border  of  the  gulph.  I was  without^ 
“ refonrce,  and  you  have  rendered  me  happy. 
“ BlelFed  be  the  day  on  which  I met  with 
“ you  ! Every  year  I will  repair  to  this  place 
“ with  my  family,  to  celebrate  it  on  the  banks 
“ of  this  very  river,  to  pour  out  my  vows  for 
you,  and  recall  to  my  remembrance  fo  im- 
“ portant  a benefit.” 

While  in  Africa,  I gave  to  the  brook  hf 
which  1 w’as  encamped  when  the  planter  ot 
whom  I have  been  fpeaking  met  with  me  the 
name  of  Ri-vierc'  dc  la  Re?ico?itrc  (river  of  our 
meeting')  : but,  after  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I 
cl-.anged  it  to  that  of  Laborde,  who  took  fuch 
extraordinary  care  in  hniiliing  the  map  of  my 
travels,  as  a flight  tehimony  of  gratitude,  which 
I addrefied  to  this  friend  at  the  very  jundure 
when  hordes  of  civilized  robbers  murdered  him, 
amidll  the  heap  of  vidims  lacrificed  to  the  vilefl 
• of  mankind  by  the  moft  cowardly  ot  men. 

Wdiile  tlie  oxen  of  my  new  acquaintance 
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Were  putting  to  his  waggon,  I ordered  mine 
to  be  yoked  alio,  Aiy  pains  hourly  increafed, 
1 hey  had  already  very  much  weakened  me, 
and  1 began  to  be  alarmed.  What  would  be- 
come of  me,  (lioiild  I be  attacked  with  a ferious 
malady ! I had  but  one  refource,  that  of  reaching 
the  colony,  if  pofTible,  before  it  declared  itfelf. 

I fet  off,  therefore,  immediately ; and,  being 
too  feeble  to  mount  on  horfeback,  I at  firft  lay 
at  my  length  in  the  waggon.  But  it  was  not 
poffible  for  me  to  bear  its  motion.  My  head- 
ach  was  fo  violent,  and  the  .jolting  gave  me  fo 
much  pain,  that  I found  it  neceffary  to  leave 
it  and  mount  one  of  my  horfes,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  weaknefs.  In  this  manner  I arrived 
at  the  mountains  of  Kauffi,  near  the  brook 
which,  taking  its  rife  in  thefe  mountains,  bears 
the  lame  name. 

1 longed  to  alight,  that  I might  lie  down. 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey  and  the  -heat  of 
the  day  had  made  me  wwfe.  I felt  myfelfin 
a burning  fever,  and  experienced  extreme  pain 
in  fwallowing,  which  I at  firft  fuppofed  to  be 
a common  fore-throat,  but  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  from  the  inflammation  of  ^he 
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})harynx  and  the  fwelling  of  the  toiifils,  fhow’*-* 
ed  illelf  to  be  a quinfy. 

I thought  myfelf  loft.  This  difeafe  in 
Africa  is  ahnoft  always  mortal,  and,  befides 
being  more  painful  than  in  Europe,  is  of 
much  longer* continuance.  What  could  I do 
in  Inch  alarming  circumftances,  not  only  un- 
ikilled  as  1 was  in  phyfic,  but  deftitute  of  the 
remedies  wliich  the  planters,  employed  in  fuch 
cafes  ? 

My  Hottentots,  to  whom  all  difeafee  are  the 
fame,  and  who  confequently  have  but  one 
method  of  cure,  were  defirous  of  employing 
it  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It  confifted  in  dip- 
ping napkins  in  boiling  milk,  and  applying 
them  fcalding  hot  round  my  neck.  This 
treatment,  which  is  their  fovereign  panacea, 
their  univerfal  remedy,  was  cbferved  for  three 
days  together.  For  three, days  I had  the  civi- 
lity to  fuffer  myfelf  thus  to  be  burnt ; but  at ' 
length,  fatigued  and  tortured  to  no  purpofe,  I 
refuftid  to  fubmit  any  longer  to  the  pain,  and 
left  mylclf  entirely  to  nature, 

IMy  lituation  was  become  deplorable.  I 
could  Ivvallow  nothing  but  a few  drops  of  very 
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weak  tea,  and  this  with  great  difficulty.  My 
tongue  and  throat  were  fo  fwelled,  that  I fpoke 
only  by  figns.  At  length  my  refpiration  be- 
came lb  painful,  and  was  fo  much  impeded, 
that  I every  moment  e:^peded  to  be  fuffo- 
cated. 

The  confternation  of  my  people  became 
general.  Klaas  and  Swanepoel  alone  entered 
my  tent ; and  they  attended  me  alternately. 
13ut  when  either  of  them  came  to  me,  I im- 
mediately faw  the  heads  of  all  the  reft  collected 
together  at  the  entrance  of  my  tent,  and  (tretch- 
ed  out  as  far  as  poffible,  endeavouring  to  read 
in  his  looks  what  they  had  to  hope  or  fear. 

Afluredly,  if  ever  there  was  a moment  in 
my  life  when  I thought  myfelf  near  my  end, 
it  was  this.  Thus  then  two  long,  laborious, 
and  dangerous  journeys  were  to  terminate ! 
Unable  to  fpeak,  and  to  give  any  orders  about 
my  collections,  what  would  become  of  the 
fruit  of  all  my  fatigues  ! 

Had  the  fever  that  confumed  me  been  ac- 
companied with  delirium,  and  had  I loft  the 
fenfe  of  my  fituation  and  the  painful  anxiety 
ihfeparable  from  it,  I fhould  have  been  lefs 
ptiable  : but,  to  my  extreme  misfortune,  my 
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fenfes  were  in  nowlfe  deranged  ; I faw  death 
approaching  with  flow  fleps,  and  experienced 
all  its  horrors. 

I had  given  myfelf  over  for  near  a week, 
when  Sw’’anepoel  came  to  announce  to  me  the 
arrival  of  fome  Lefs  Nimiquas  of  a neighbour- 
ing horde.  Thefe  good  favages  had  heard  of 
my  diforder;  and,  in  confcquence  of  the  friend- 
Ihip  for  me  v/ith  which  1 had  the  felicity  to 
infpire  their  nation,  had  come  to  offer  to  effed: 
my  cure,  and  propofe  a remedy,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  they  would  pledge  themfelves, 
they  faid,  if  I w'ould  but  confent  to  entruft  my- 
felf in  their  hands. 

Could  a dying  man,  fo  circurriflanced,  liflen 
with  indifference  to  the  voice  that  promifed 
him  life  ? Befides,  had  poifon  been  offered  me, 
my  fufferings  had  continued  fo  long,  and  were 
become  .fo  infupportable,  that  ffom  wearinefs, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  them,  1 ffpuld  inftantly 
have  taken  it.  I made  a fign,  therefore,  that 
1 confented  ; and  my  phyficians  prepared  the 
remedy. 

This  too  was  a hot  topical  application  ; but, 
Inftead  of  being  made  of  milk  like  the  former,, 

it  confifted  of  a certain  herb ; and,  bcfide  the 
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cataplafm,  the  juice  of  the  herb  was  to  be  iifed 
as  a gargle.  I was  prejudiced  againft  thofe 
burning  collars  with  which  my  neck  was 
again  to  be  furroundedj  and,  when  I faw  Klaas 
bringing  me  this  new-prepared  one,  I felt,  I 
confefs,  fome  repugnance.  But  the  gargle 
had  fuch  an  agreeable  ftnell,  its  tafte  was  lb 
fweet  and  balfamic,  and  nature  appeared  to 
give  me  fo  fudden  and  powerful  an  inclination 
for  it,  that  one  of  the  remedies  induced  me  to 
fubmit  to  the  other. 

The  cataplafm  was  renewed  feveral  times  in 
the  night ; and  I repeated  the  gargle  ftill  more 
frequently.  At  length,  when  day  appeared, 
to  my  great  joy  I found  myfelf  eai'ed,  I could 
already  breathe  with  more  freedom  ; the  fwell- 
ing  and  inflammation  of  the  pharynx  were 
abated  ; every  moment  I continued  to  get  bet^ 
ter  ; at  length  I was  able  even  to  fwallow,  and 
then  by  order  of  my  Efculapius  1 was  to  take 
cold  milk. 

In  a date  of  continual  fever  as  I was,  this 
cold  milk  appeared  to  my  European  prejudices 
a ft  range  prefeription ; but  what  were  preju- 
dices to  confidence  founded  on  fuccels  1 1 re,- 
figned  myfelf  blindly  to  the  guidance  of  my 
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phyfician,  and  I had  every  reafon  to  applaud 
myfelf  for  doing  fo. 

Ey  the  third  day  I found  myfelf  cured!  My 
quinfy  was  gone,  my  fever  had  left  me,  the 
fwelling  had  fubfided,  and  my  throat  was  free. 
I had  nothing  of  my  difeafe  remaining  but  a-n 
extreme  weaknefs,  which  did  not  prevent  me 
from  feeling  myfelf  to  be  out  of  danger,  ‘and 
how  much  I was  indebted  to  the  individual 
who  had  been  the  inflrument  of  my  cure. 
I defired  to  fee  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
me. 

It  w^as  the  firft  interview  between  us,  the 
firft  time  of  his  entering  my  tent.  Different 
from  the  phyficians  of  Europe,  who  mufl  exa- 
mine the  tongue  and  feel  the  pulfe,  he  was 
fatisfied  with  enquiring  after  my  date,  and  pre- 
feribing  for  me  on  the  report  of  another — a me- 
thod which  with  him  fuccefs  in  this  inftance 
had  proved  to  be  fufficieiit. 

Ide  w^'as  a little  man,  not  differing  in  eX” 
ternal  appearance  from  the  reft  of  his  com- 
rades ; and  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing my  diforder,  he  knew’^  no  more  than  they 
all  knew.  Accordingly,  regardlefs  of  the  ho- 
nour of  having  performed  a cure  and  obtained 
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the  confidence  of  a white  man,  he  Teemed  fen- 
fible  only  of  the  pleafiire  of  having  reftored 
me  to  health. 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  illnefs,  my 
people  had  all  drove  to  pay  me  the  greateft 
refpedt  and  attention.  From  the  moment  they 
began  to  be  alarmed  for  me,  they  had  all  ab- 
ftained  from  Tinging  or  dancing.  I had  not 
even  heard  To  much  as  a laugh.  The  fame 
attention  continued  during  my  convalefcence, 
X without  my  finding  it  neceflary  to  ilfue  a Tin- 
gle order  on  the  Tubjed : and  theTe  fruits  of 
the  friendfiiip  they  bore  me  were  To  many  de- 
licious enjoyments  to  my  heart. 

My  Ifore  of  provifion  being  greatly  dlmi- 
nifhed,  and j in  my  prefent  condition,  none  of 
what  remained  being  fit  for  my  uTe,  I felt  how 
much  I was  indebted  to  Swanepoel  for  Tetting 
my  hen  during  my  four  months  abfence  from 
him,  and  thus  procuring  me  chickens.  TheTe 
Terved  to  make  me  broth,  or  to  road ; and, 
when  they  w’ere  gone,  my  hunters  took  upon 
them  to  Tupply  me  with  partridges  and  other 
birds  of  a fimilar  kind. 

As  Toon  as  I was  able  to  rife,  I made  a point 
pf  quitting  my  tent,  and  taking  a walk,  or 
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fame  gentle  exerclfe,  to  recover  my  ftrength, 
I had  defired  already  to  fee  my  phyfician ; my 
lirft  excurfion  was  to  gather  and  examine  wdth 
him  the  plant  he  had  employed  in  my  cure. 

Nothing  in  the  country  is  more  common : 
it  is  to  be  met  with  everv  where  ; and  he 
iliowed  it  to  me  all  round  my  camp.  It  is  a 
ipecies  of  fage,  growing  about  two  feet  high, 
and  nearly  of  the  colour  of  our  common  fage, 
hut  with  a frnoother  leaf.  I could  not  be  cer- 
tain of  the  colour  of  the  flower,  becaufe  it  was 
the  feafqn  when  it  begins  to  wither  and  dry  • 
but  I believe  it  to  be  blue. 

Swanepoel,  when  he  faw  the  plant,  conceiv- 
ed it  to  be  perfedlly  familiar  to  hirn.  lie  af- 
fured  me  it  was  equally  commori  in  the  colony 
and  at  the  Cape,  where  it  was  known  by  the 
Dutch  name  of  /^a/y  (fage).  But  botanifl^ 
have  comprifed  fo  many  different  plants  under 
the  general  name  of  fage,  that  I know  not  to 
what  family  the y^a/j  of  the  Cape,  belongs. 

As  the  planters  never  employ  it  in  fore 
throats,  which  are  one  of  the  fcourges  of  their 
climate,  it  is  probable  they  are  unacquainted 
with  Its  virtues ; or  it  is  more  likely  that 
Swanepoel,  milled  by  fome  external  refem- 

blance 


AFRICA. 


427 


lilance  In  the  two  plants,  was  deceived,  and 
that  the  faa^y  of  the  NImi(juas  and  that  of 
the  planters  are  not  the  fame. 

On  the  other  hand,  1 am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  latter  differs  from  the  common  fage 
of  Europe  both  in  tafte  and  in  frnell ; and  my 
reafon  is  this : Among  the  iiations  of  Europe 
that  trade  to  China,  there  is  one  in  particular, 
that,  purchafing  there  a large  quantity  of  tea, 
gives  in  exchange  for  it  the  leaves  of  fage. 
This  plant,  in  confequence  of  the  value  placed 
hy  the  people  of  every  country  on  what  is 
brought  from  a great  diftance,  is  fought  by 
the  Chinefe  with  ftill  more  avidity  than  even 
theirs  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Europe  ; and 
this  is  accordingly  a trade  in  which  cent  per 
cent  may  eafily  be  gained. 

iSlow  this  fage,  fold  at  fo  high  a price  at 
the  farther  extremity  of  Afia,  is  purchafed  in 
pur  fouthern  provinces,  though  the  French,  to 
their  fliame  be  it  fpoken,  are  ignorant  of  the 
circumflance.  The  irrimenfe  profit  made  by 
,this  trade  is  well  known  at  the  Cape,  where 
faaly  is  in  great  abundance : whence  I conclude, 
that  if  this  Jaaly  had  the  qualities  of  the 
f’rench  fage,  the  nation  I have  alluded  to 
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would  export  it  in  preference  to  China,  fince 
it  would  gain  thereby  flill  greater  profit. 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the  plant  that 
cured  me  of  my  quinfy  is  equally  efficacious 
in  the  cure  of  wounds ; at  leaft  fo  my  Efcula- 
' pius  affured  me.  But  he  added,  that,  to  pro- 
mote digeftion  in  the  wound,  and  bring  it 
into  a healing  ftate,  a certain  quality  of  fome 
kind  of  fat  muft  be  added  to  the  cataplafm,  in 
order  to  give  it  a degree  of  unftuoufnefs, 
without  which  it  would  be  of  no  avail. 

Is  it  not  inconceivably  ftrange,  that,  among 
the  countlefs  multitude  of  plants  which  cover 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  fo  fmall  a number 
fhould  be  known?  And  that  in  the  moft  com-, 
plete  and  amply  furnifhed ' botanic  garden 
fcarcely  three  hundred  and  fifty  are  to  be  found, 
that  afford  food  or  medicine,  either  to  man,  or 
the  -animals  he  has  domefticated?  But  what 
ought  ftill  more  to  aftonifh  us  is,  that  among 
this  fmall  number,  if  there  be  any  of  real  im- 
portance  to  us,  we  have  been  almoft  always 
indebted  to  favages,  or  even  to  the  beafts,  fof 
their  difeovery. 

My  diforder  and  convalefence  had  continu- 
ed twenty  days.  During  this  time,  my  people, 
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having  never  gone  out  of  fight  of  my  tent, 
and  confequently  having  killed  no  game,  had 
been  reduced  to  live  on  my  fheep.  One  only 
Was  left  of  my  whole  flock ; fo  that  I found 
myfelf  under  the  neceflTity  of  procuring  a new 
{lock. 

Fortunately,  two  or  three  leagues  from  my 
camp,  and  alfo  near  the  river  Kaufli,  was  a 
horde  that  I had  vitited  the  year  before,  capa- 
ble of  furnifhing  me  with  the  fheep  I wanted* 
Being  perfedly  recovered,  I could  eafily  reach 
it  in  a few  hours  ; and  accordingly  I repaired 
thither,  after  having  rewarded,  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power,  the  Nimiqua  to  whom  I was  in- 
debted, for  my  life. 

The  chief  came  to  meet  me.  , On  his  breaft 
hung  a gorget,  and  under  his  krofs  he  had  a 
brafs-headed  cane,  the  end  of  which  only  was 
vifible.  By  thefe  badges  of  flavery  and  autho- 
rity, which  announced  a Hottentot  captain  in- 
ftalled  by  the  Government,  I vifibly  perceived 
that  I was  entering  the  colony  : but,  by  the 
humble  and  fubmiflive  air  of  the  man,  1 faw 
ftill  more  clearly,  that  he  was  a being  accuftom- 
ed  to  cringe  and  obey.  The  tone  of  fupplication 
he  afllimed  on  accofting  me  led  me  to  fuppofe 
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at  once,  that  he  came  to  complain  either  of 
his  fubjeds  or  of  his  neighbours.  I was  mif- 
taken  in  one  point  only.  He  Complained  of 
both. 

The  planters  againfl;  whom  he  brought  ac- 
cul'ations  were  Van  der  Weflhuy fen,  the  father 
bf  Klaas  Bafter,  with  whom  I had  lodged  on 
my  jburney,  and  Engclbrccht,  his  brother-in-  ' 
law;  The  cattle-keepers  of  the  horde  had 
negligently  fulTered  fome  of  their  beafts  to  ef- 
cape ; and  thefe  beafts  having  rambled  into 
the  territories  of  Van  der  Wefthuylen,  he  and 
his  daughter,  of  whom  I have  fpoken  elfe- 
where,  had  Ihot  at  and  killed  them. 

In  this  violent  and  unjuft  proceeding,  I per- 
fectly recognifed  the  fplrlt  of  the  planters  : 
though,  in  this  inftance,-  it  muft  be  confefted, 
the  keepers  had  been  guilty  of  the  firft  fault. 
Nafeep,  which  was  the  name  of  the  imbecile 
chief,  taking  upon  himl'elf  to  reprove  the 
keepers,  they  had  fnatched  from  him,  in  their 
rage,  his  ftaff  of  authority,  and,  fevercly  beating 
him,  had  broken  it  about  his  ftioulders.  Such 
is  the  refpedf  which  the  hordes  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Dutch  government  pay  to  the 
captains  that  are  appointed  to  rule  over  them. 

Poor 
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Poor  Nafeep  drew  from  beneath  his  krofs  the 
cane  that  had  been  given  him  for  another  pur- 
pofe,  and  I found  that  half  of  it  only  was  left. 

A moment  after,  the  people  of  the  horde 
came  in  their  turn  to  complain  of  him.  He 
then  accLifed  them  all  without  exception  ; and 
a terrible  uproar  inftantly  began.  Amidft 
this  confufion  of  charges,  it  was  irnpcffible  to 
underftand  a word  that  was  faid.  All  I could 
infer  was,  that  everybody  was  to  blame.  But 
what  was  I to  do  ? I was  no  longer  in  a free 
country ; and  wherever  a fovereign  autho- 
rity fubfifts,  its  laws,  good  or  bad,  ought  to 
be  refpeded.  Complaints  were  addrefl'ed  to 
me  on  all  hands ; yet,  in  my  fituation,  I could 
liften  to  them  only,  in  order  to  report  them  to 
the  government.  In  vain  did  they  teitify 
their  refpe£l  for  me ; having  nothing  but  ad- 
vice to  give,  what  fruits  could  I expert  from 
my  interference  ? 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  happlnefs  of  a people 
tends  to  render  them  more  mild  and  fecial  in 
their  manners,  it  is  equally  true,  that  oppreflion 
muft  four  the  temper,  and  from  human  beings 
chan2:e  them  into  beads.  The  difeord  and  en-' 
mity  that  prevailed  among  thefe  unhappy  fava- 
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, ges  appeared  to  me  perfectly  excufable.  Perle-* 
cuted  by  the  neighbouring  planters,  who,  hav- 
ing h re-arms,  made  an  ill  ufe  of  them  againft 
the  natives  ; wretched,  and  plundered  befides 
how  could  they  avoid  being  irritated  by  fuch 
multiplied  infults  and  adts  of  injuftice  ? In 
their  rage  they  laid  the  blame  upon  their  chief, 
^vho  was  innocent ; quarrelled  athong  them- 
felves ; and  became  fo  many  madmen  to- 
^ wards  each  other. 

The  people  of  the  horde  did  not  merely 
complain  of  their  cattle  having  been  killed  or 
ftolen ; they  had  been  robbed  alfo  of  part  of 
their  territory  by  force.  The  va'ft  domain  oc- 
cupied by  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family, 
as  well  as  that  on  which  his  brother-in-law 

I 

Engelbrecht  had  fettled,  were  ufurped  property 
from  which  thefe  planters  had  driven  away 
the  horde  ; and,  not  yet  fatisfied,  they  were 
daily  endeavouring  to  feize  on  what  remained, 
particularly  the  Fountain  of  Lilies,  near  which 
was  their  kraal. 

With  this  view,  they  harafled  and  tor- 
mented them  inceifantly : hoping  that,  by 
dint  of  perfecution,  they  fhould  weary  them 
out,  and  fo  compel  them  to  remove  and  fet- 
tle 
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tie  in  fome  other  place.  Tims,  after  a thou- 
fand  vexations,  and  after  lofing  part  ot  their 
cattle,  thefe  poor  favages  faw  themfelves  on 
the  point  of  being  driven  from  the  land  in 
which  they  had  been  born,  and  reduced  to  ’ 
feek  a diftant  afylum,  where  they  might  re- 
main unknown  to  the  w'hites,  whom  they 
had  fo  many  reafons  to  execrate. 

My  heart  bled  at  the  relation  of  fuch  atro- 
cities : but  hill  wTat  could  I do?  The  horde 
requefted  me  to  wait  upon  the  two  ufurp- 
ing  families,  and  talk  to  them  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  This  1 readily  promifed  ; though  I was 
certain  beforehand  it  would  anfwer  no  pur- 
pofe.  , 

And  here  it  will  probably  be  afked.  Why 
did  not  Nafeep  addrefs  himfelf  -diredly  to  the 
Government,  to  obtain  juftice  and  reftitution  ? 

I put  to  him  the  very  fame  queftion  : and  the 
anfwer  he  gave  was  fuch  as  I expedled,  and 
which  proved,  that,  if  Adminiftration  have 
promulgated  laws  in  favour  of  the  lavages,  it 
has  not  yet  taken  the  neceflary  means  to  en- 
fure  their  execution. 

Suppofmg  the  people  of  a horde  defirous  of 
making  a complaint,  and  not  deterred  by  the 
VoL.  III.  F f • ■ dif- 
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diftance  and  the  difficulty  of  a long  journey, 
what  hope  could  they  have,  on  their  arrival  at 

I 

the  Cape,  of  their  charges  reaching  a Govern- 
ment furrounded  entirely  with  whIt-eS;  almoll 
all  of  whom,  living  oit  abides  and  interefted  in 
deceiving  it,  would  intercept  the  truth  in  its 
way,  or  tranfmit  it  completely  changed  and 
disfigured  ? " 

lielides,  from  another  kind  of  oppreffion 
fl'dl  more  odious,  it  is  ahnolf  impoffiblc  for 
the  unhappy  fuppliants  to  reach  the  town. 
The  planters,  having  all  a common  intcreft, 
fu-ppcrt  one  another.  Whatever  injudice  one 
of  them  may  have  committed,  he  is  fure  of 
being  abetted  by  the  refr.  The  deputies  from' 
the  horde,  fent  to  complain  of  him,  would  be 
obftructed  at  every  dep.  They  would  be 
purfiied  from  plantation  to  plantation  ; fnarcs 
would  be  laid  for  them  ; and,  if  they  did  not 
return,  tlicy  would  run  the  hazard  of  being 
totally  exterminated. 

. This  Nafeep  and  his  people  had  actually  ex- 
perienced, when  they  fent  to  demand  juRice 
againR  Van  dcr  WeRhuyfeii  on  his  RrR  ulurpa- 
tion.  Could  1 hope  then,  after  this  fatal  trial, 
they  would  venture  to  go  with  a fecond  com- 
3 plaint  j 
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plaint ; or  that  the  two  families,  emboldened 
by  the  iuccefs  of  their  iniquity,  would  defift  in 
conlequence  of  my  remonftrances  ? 

Under  thefe  circumflances,  I could  do  no- 
thing but  endeavour  to  confole  the  horde:  that 
is,  exhort  it  to  take  patience,  and  repeat  all 
thofe  common-place  topics  of  prudence  and  re- 
fignation,  of  which  he  who  hears  them  thinks  as 
little  as  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  uttered. 

To  infert  in  my  travels  the  principal  parti- 
culars of  this  affair,  I conceive  to  be  my  duty  ; 
and  my  reafons  for  doing  fo  will  doubtlefs 
be  refpedted.  My  fecond  journey  will  reach 
Holland,  as  my  firft  has  done.  Like  the  firft, 
it  will  probably  be  read  by  fome  of  the  direct 
tors  of  the  company ; and  perhaps  rtieafures 
will  be  taken  to  remove  abufes  with  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted,  and  which  moft  af- 
furedly  they  have  no  defire  to  countenance. 

When  I arrived  at  Amflerdam,  on  my 
return  to  Europe,  happening  to  mention  to* 
one  of  them  that  fmall  money  was  wanting 
at  the  Cape,  and  that  the  internal  trade  of  the 
colony  was  injured  by  this  want,  the  diredory 
ordered,  in  conlequence,  a coinage,  as  I have 
•faid  elfewhere,  of  different  fmall  lilver  pieces, 
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to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres ; and  fo  fpeedily  was  the  bufmefs  , 
executed,  that  the  money  was  adually  fent 
away  before  I even  knew  that  it  was  in  the 
mint.  And  I have  no  doubt,  when  informed 
of  the  fpecies  of  injuflice  I have  juft  unfolded, 
they  will  be  eager  to  repair  and  prevent  it  by 
fage  and  wholefoine  laws,  and  will  commend 
the  difmterefted  zeal  of  a traveller,  who,  while 
he  publifties  good  a£lions  without  flattery, 
ventures  at  the  fame  time  to  denounce  bad 
ones  without  malice. 

Not  with  ftanding  the  Ioffes  of  the  horde,  it 
ftill  polfcfl'ed  a confiderable  number  of  cattle* 
Nafeep  entreated  me  even  to  accept,  as  a pre- 
fent,  two  oxen,  four  flieep,  and  a fat  cow.  The 
oxen  I refufed  ; but  I received  the  cow  and 
fheep,  intending  them  for  our  evening  repaft. 
My  defire  was  to  make  a feaft,  flattering  my- 
fdf  that  mirth  would  foften  down  afperities, 
•and  difpel  the  animofity  that  prevailed  among 
the  horde. 

1 was  not  miftaken.  Scarcely,  were  the 
animals  flaughtered  when  the  dances  com- 
menced. They  continued  the  wTole  night, 
and  the  quarrels  of  the  day  w^ere  buried  in 
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oblivion.  The  next  morning,  a general  re- 
conciliation took  place,  in  which  even  Nafeep 
was  inciucled.  It  is  true,  he  had  hinifelf  made 
fome  advances : among  the  prefents  I made 
him  was  a roll  of  tobacco,  which,  the  moment 
he  received  it,  he  dillributed  in  equal  portions 
among  his  people  ; and  this  unexpefled  libe- 
rality had  gained  him  every  heart. 

Before  I departed,  I purchafed  what  (beep  I 
wanted  ; and  then,  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the 
promife  I had  made  of  Ipeaking  to  the  two 
ufurping  families,  I repaired  to  Engelbrecht  s. 

He  appeared  to  fee  me  again  with  pleafure, 
and  received  me  with  the  utmoft  civility  : but, 
before  I returned  his  complaifance,  I thought 
it  right  to  inform  him  of  the  motive  of  my 
vifit,  and  acquaint  him  how  much  1 was  inter-  • 
efted  in  behalf  of  the  favages'.  He  exculpated 
himfelf,  by  obferving  t6  me,  that  it  was  not 
him  they  acenfed  of  having  killed  their  oxen, 
but  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family  ; and 
as  to  the  doimain  he  poffelTed,  if  it  were  ufurp- 
ed,  he  was  in  this  refped  alfo  equally  blame- 
lefs,  fmee  he  had  it  of  his  brother-in-law,  by 
whom  it  had  been  ceded  to  hin*i. 

After  fuch  excufes,  I fa\v  that  no  fatisfadion 
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or  reconciliation  was  to  be  cxpeded.  Of 
' courfe  I did  not  think  it  necefiaiy  to  make  any 
Itay  with  him  ; and  I continued  my  journey. 
But,  when  my  waggon  fet  off,  he  perceived 
what  wretched  objedfs  were  my  two  thill  oxen, 
and  he  ohered  me  my  choice  of  two  others  out 
of  all  he  had,  if  I.  would  give  him  in  exchange 
one  of  my  horfes. 

My  oxen,  it  is  true,  were  good  for  nothing, 
and  had  been  on  the  point  a hundred  times  of 
overturning  my  waggon  and  breaking  it  to 
pieces.  Yet  the  bargain  propofed  was  greatly 
to  my  difadvantage : for  though  I no  longer 
wanted  both  my  horfes,  as  I fhould  foon  reach 
the  Cape,  either  of  them  was  of  much  more 
worth  than  any  two  oxen.  They  were  very 
lean,  indeed,  owing  to  the  great  fatigue  of  the 
journey ; but  no  other  fault  could  be  found 
with  them,  for  they  were  in  perfcdl  health, 
found  in  their  feet,  and  had  their  hoofs  too  in 
'good  condition. 

This  expreffion,  of  the  hoofs  being  in  good 
condition,  will  lurprile  the  greater  part  of  my 
readers,  and  requires  an  explanation. 

Tt  mud;  be  known  then,  that  horfes  are  never 
(liod  cither  at  the  Cape  or  in  any  part  of  the 
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■colony.  Their  hoofs  are  fo  hard,  that,  what- 
ever'road  they  travel,  they  are  always  bare. 
Thus,  though  the  country  is  not  without  far- 
.riers,  their  only  employ inent  is  to  cure  horles 
that  are  fick  or  hurt,  or  to  fit  them  for  car- 
riages. 

Is  this  propertypn  the  hoof,  of  being  abfo- 
lutely  indeftrudible,  owing  to  the  food  of  the 
animal  ? I think  not.  Horfes  are  fed  at  the 
Capej  as  in  certain  countries  of  Europe,  on 
barley,  ftravv,  or  green  forage  : the  only  dif- 
' ference  is,  they  eat  no  oats  ; for  oats  do  not 
thrive  in  Africa,  and  therefore  are  not  .culti- 
vated. 

Does  it  depend  on  the  climate  ? Or  is  it  com- 
mon to  the  Arabian  horfes,  from  which  thofe 
of  the  Cape  are  defcended  ? I dare  not  aniwe,r 
scitlier  of  thefe  quellions  in  the  affirmative. 
But  this  at  leall  I can  affcrt,  that  mine,  after 
travelling  fifteen  months,  over  rocks  and  flints, 
in  execrable  roads,  and  after  violent  hunts,  re- 
turned with  their  hoofs  as  found  and  wdiole  as 
the  day  they  cpiitted  the  Cape.  ' 

My  want  of  thill  oxen,  however,  made  me 
xonfent  to  the  bargain  ; and  with  thefe  I look 
the  way  to  the  relidence  of  Van  der  Weft- 
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huyfen ; though  I expeded  with  this  old  man, 
governed  as  he  was  by  his  wife,  no  better  fuc- 
cefs  than  I had  found  with  his  brother-in-law. 
TIis  lioufe  was  at  the  diftance  only  of  two 
leagues  and  a half;  but  1 had  fcarcely  advanced 
fourv hundred  paces,  when,  going  down  a de- 
fcent,  one  of  my  new  oxen,  overpowered  by 
the  weight  of  the  waggon,  fell  down. 

I had  no  realbn  to  be  lurprifed  at  this  acci- 
dent : it  had  many  times  happened,  and  was 
what  every  perfon  muft  expect  who  travels 
in  countries  where  there  are  no  roads.  On 
thefe  occafions  it  is  ufual  for  the  drivers  to 
flop  the  fore-wheel,  to  prevent  the  animal  from 
being  cruflied  by  it : but  here  they  had  not 
time  ; accordingly  it  went  over  the  ox,  and 
broke  his  thigh. 

This  misfortune  being  without  remedy,  I 
ordered  the  animal  to  be  unyoked,  and,  leaving 
him  on  the  fpot,  had  one  of  my  old  ones  fub- 
ftituted  in  his  j'lacc.  The  other,  however, 
miffing  his  comrade,  and  feeing  a ftranger  at 
his  fide,  refufed  to  draw  with  him.  All  pof- 
lible  means  were  tried  to  overcome  his  repug- 
nance, but  to  no  pnrpofe.  After  confiderable 
trouble  and  much  lofs  of  time,  we  were  forced 
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to  unyoke  him  alfo,  and  proceed  as  before  with 
my  two  old  oxen. 

I had  thus  from  my  barter,  one  iifelefs  ox 

\ 

the  more,  and  a horfe  the  lefs. 

The  Flottentot  cattle-dealers  who  accom- 
panied me  were  the  only  people  who  had  rea- 
fon  to  rejoice  at  the  adventure.  The  forfakeii 
ox  was  to  them  a very  good  w'ndfall;  Ac- 
'cordingly  they  remained  behind  to  cut  him 
up,  and  perhaps  in  their  hearts  they  would 
not  have  been  forry  if  I had  oftener  fupplied 
their  table  in  a fimilar  manner. 

I was  arrived  within  an  hour’s  march  of 
my.journey’s  end  when  I perceived,  in  a val- 
ley, a Hottentot  hut,  (landing  by  itfelf,  and  a 
herd  feeding  near  it.  On  approaching  the  hut, 
I found  to  my  furprife  a tall  and  handfome 
damfel.  I had  feen  and  have  fpoken  of  her 
before  : it  was  the  daughter  of  Van  der  Wed- 
hu}Ten  ; that  daughter  who,  for  feveral  days 
together,  had  held  out  with  the  douted  of  the 
drinkers,  carou.fing  upon  the  brandy  of  Pinar 
as  heroically  as  the  bed  of  them. 

Indefatigable  in  the  chace,  fhe  could 'hunt 
• down  on  horfeback  the  larged  antelope.  If 
the  Bolhmen  appeared,  (Ire  w^ould  take  her 
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gun,  purfue  tlicm  without  fear,  and  fire  at  them 
wherever  flie  found  them.  If  flie  conceived  her- 
felf  aggrieved  by  any  neighbouring  horde,  fhe 
would  treat  it  like  the  Bofhmen.  Accordingly, 
ilie  was  dreaded  by  all  the  favages  around. 

At  prefent  this  undaunted  heroine  lived  in 
the  folitary  hut  in  the  valley,  where  fhe  kept 
the  flocks  and  herds  of  lier  father,  having  no 
other  furniture  than  a mat  and  her  gun.  I 
readily  knew  her,  but  was  not  fo  eafily  recog- 
nized in  my  turn,  as  my  beard,  fince  lafl  wp 
met,  had  acquired  fourteen  months  grow^th. 

After  fpending  a few  minutes  in  her  hut, 

^ I left  her,  and  proceeded  to  her  father’s,  where 
I was  received  with  every  demonftration  of 
friendflhp.  Seeing  by  my  pale  and  languid 
countenance  that  I had  been  ill,  they  civilly 
invited  me  to  fpend  fome  time  with  them.  I 
accepted  the  invitation  with  the  more  pleafurc, 
as,  fmee  my  illnefs,  I had  confined  myfelf  to  a 
milk  diet,  and  the  udders  of  mofl  of  my  cows 

* j 

being  dried  up,  I had  lately  had  but  a fcanty 
fupply. 

I now  faw  bread  again  for  the  firfl  time. 
A year  had  elapfed  fince  I talied  any,  which 
was  during  my  former  refidence  ivlth  the  fame 
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family.  What  was  now  given  me  I dipped 
with  delight  in  my  beverage  of  milk,  as  frefla 
as  it  was  pure;  and  this  fimple  and  frugal  meal 
was  more  exquifite  to  my  talle  than  the  riche  It 
viands, , 

Klaas  Bafter  was  well  received  by  his  family, 
and  even  by  his  ftep-mother ; and  the  recep- 
tion afforded  him  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  gave 
him  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  reconciliation  I 
had  effected  for  him  would  continue  after  my 
departure,  and  probably  be  lading. 

Advanced  thus  far  on  my  return,  every 
thing  co-operated  to  efface  the  remembrance  of 
my  fatigues,  and  the  obftacles  that  had  fo  often 
thwarted  my  defigns.  The  fields,  formerly  fo 
barren  and  iifelels,  were  covered  with  verdure 
and  enamelled  with  flowers.  My  eyes  feafled 
with  rapture  on  the  fruitful  an'd  re-vivified  land. 
Perfectly  fecure  about  my  cattle,  whatever  road 
' I might  choofe,  I refolved  to  change  my  for- 
mer one,  and  return  to  the  Cape  by  a different 
way  from  that  I had  come. 

Eefide  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  traverfing 
a new  country,  I had  alfo  the  hope  of  finding 
fomething  to  add  to  my  colledlions. 

J turned  off,  therefore,  to  the  fouth-wefl  ; 
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and  after  travelling  fourteen  leagues,  which 
was  the  bufinefs  of  three  days,  1 arrived  at  the 
Groene-Rivler  .Green- River).  But  how  much 
did  I ftill  deceive  myfelf  by  the  dreams  of  my 
imagination  I 

1 he  firft  object  I noticed  on  my  arrival  was 
the  dung  of  an  elephant,  yet  warm.  This  in- 
dicated that  fome  of  thefe  animals  were  near, 
I took  Swanepoel  with  me,  and,  without  lofing 
time,  let  off  to  trace  them,  while  my  camp  was 
ereding.  To  fee  me  depart  attended  only  by 
a fingle  man,  it  feemed  as  if  I were  going  to 
kill  a hare  or  a rabbit.  Formerly  I (hould  not 
in  this  manner  have  ventured  at  fuch  fport  ; 
but  infenfibly  we  become  hardy,  fo  that  the 
greateft  dangers  appear  no  more  than  com- 
mon occurrences. 

We  had  not  proceeded  three  hundred  paces 
before  we  perceived  live  elephants  handing  in 
the  midh  of  the  trees  that  fleirted  the  river. 
Each  of  us  lingled  out  his  objed,  each  brought 
tlown  his  bead:,  and  the  other  three  fled.  At 
the  report  my  hunters  haflened  to  us  ; and 
when  arrived,  my  old  Swanepoel,  liitaerto 
confidered  by  them  5s  an  honefl;  fellow,  fit- 
only  to  take  care  of  my  chickens,  tauntingly 
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pointed  at  the  elephant  he  had  killed,  and 
afked  if  they  could  mend  the  fhot.  - 

The  animals  were  both  males,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  height  and  bulk,  meafuring  about  ten 
feet  each  [ten  feet  eight  inches  EnglilhJ. 
This  is  the  ufual  fize  of  elephants  in  Africa, 
where  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  any  that 
reach  to  eleven  or  twelve  feet.  They  were, 
however,  not  of  the  fame  age,  and  confe- 
quently  their  tufks  were  very  unequal  ; thofe 
of  one.  weighing  feventy  or  eighty  pounds, 
while  thofe  of  the  other  did  not  exceed  five- 
and-thirty  or  forty. 

What  convinced  me  ftill  more  of  the  dif* 
ference  of  their  ages  was,  that  the  heavier 
tufks  were  nearly  folid  throughout,  while 
the  others  were  hollow  tv;o-thirds  of  their 
length  : the  elder,  too,  had  his  grinding  teeth 
much  worn,  while  the  grinding  teeth  of  the 
other  were  in  good  prefervation  and  entire. 
The  ivory  of  old  elephants,  being  more  com- 
pact and  heavy,  is  more  valuable  and  fetches 
a higher  price  : from  its  denfity  it  takes  alfo 
a finer  polifh,  appears  whiter,  and  is  lefs  liable 
to  grow  yellow. 

71ie  Green- River  was  covered  with  aquatic 
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' fowls  of  all  kinds,  particularly  pelicans,  flamin- 
goes, and  wild  geefc.  I alfo  met  wdth  the  night- 

« 

heron,  the  crefted  purple  heron,  the  common 
. heron,  and  the  black  ftork,  all  cxadlly  fiinilar 
to  tliofe  of  Europe. 

The  dead  elephants  procured  me  feveral 
birds  of  prey.  I conflrudied  within  fhot  of 
■ their  carcafes  a little  arbour,  in  which  I con- 
. cealed  myfelf  to  lie  in  wait  for  fuch  birds  as 
lliould  come  to  feed  on  them.  From  morning 
till  night  they  alighted  by  hundreds,  and  I 
killed  fuch  as  appeared  to  me  to  deferve  the 
preference. 

During  my  refidence  at  Green-River,  I 
changed  my  encampment  feveral  times,  and 
thus  travelled  over  a fpace  of  eight  or  ten 
leagues  on  its  banks.  At  length  I quitted 
them,  and  gained  thofe  of  the  Swarte-Doo?-n 
(Black-Thorn),  at  the  very  place  where  I met 
Pinar  for  the  firft  time.  I fpent  the  night' 
there,  and  the  next  day  bent  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains  to  the  louth.  The  road 
was  terrible  for  my  waggons.  After  a la- 
borious march  of  fix  hours,  we  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  a chain  of  arid  mountains,  the 
bare  and  rufty  rocks  of  which,  pidurefquely 
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heaped  on  one  another,  exhibited  a hngiilar 
and  fantaftic  fpeQacIe;  but  none  could  be 
better  calculated  for  a retreat  to  the  Boflimen. 
On  feeing  them,  I whil'pered  to  myfelf  that  I 

I 

ought  to  be  on  my  guard  r yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  miftruft,  I was  taken  unawares. 

My  people  were  bufy  in  pitching  my  camp, 
I in  the  'mean  time  having  perceived  fome 
wood-peckers  of  a fcarce  fpecies,  which  I 
liave  namtid  the  rock  wood-pecker,  followed 
them,  and  found  myfelf  infenfibly  on  one  of 
the  cliffs,  from  which  I overlooked  my  camp. 

Suddenly  I heard  three  difeharges  of  my 
large  carbine  as  fignals  of  alarm.  Looking 
about  me,  I faw,  on  the  one  hand,  my  people 
running  in  diforder,  and,  on  the  other,  a party 
of  BoOimcn,  who  Ifad  feized  my  oxen,  and 
were  driving  them  into  a delile,  where  they 
would  foon  be  out  of  fight. 

I defeeuded  the  mountains  with  precipi- 
tancy, and,  when  I arrived  at  its  foot,  I found 
Klaas  galloping  to  inform  me  of  my  misfor- 
tune. Fie  gave  me  his  horfe.  I mounted 
it,  and  rode  full  ipeed  toward  the  defile  ; but  I 
had  fcarcely  advanced  fifty  paces,  when  my 

horfe  Rumbled  in  a porcupine’s  hole,  and 
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threw  me  on  my  fide.  My  fall  was  fo  fevere^ 
that,  when  I role,  I could  not  ufe  my  left  armj 
and  1 imagined  my  fhoulder  to  be  diflocated. 
Klaas  came  to  me  : I ordered  him  to  remount 
the  horfe,  while  I returned  to  the  camp  on 
foot,  unable  to  take  any  part  in  this  adventure, 
and  leaving  my  people  to  terminate  it  in  the 
bell  way  they  could.  It  was  night  before 
they  returned,  when  I learned,  with  forrow, 
that  two  of  the  Bolhmen  'had  been  killed. 
All  my  oxen,  however,  were  brought  back 
except  three ; and  thefe  were  not  mifled  till 
w^e  w”ere  about  to  depart  the  next  day. 

That  the  robbers  might  not  make  another 
attempt,  1 departed  at  day-break  ; and  by  a 
march  of  fix  or  feven  hours,  in  the  fame 
direction  as  the  day  before,  I arrived  at  'a 
place  where  I was  met  by  fome  Hottentots  of 
the  horde  of  Klaas  Bafter,  who  knew  me. 
They  informed  us,  that  his  horde  had  quitted 
the  mountains  of  Namero,  and  had  fettled 
five  leagues  from  the  fpot  where  I was. 

Bader  being  ftill  with  me,  1 conceived  my- 
felf  bound  in  gratitude,  after  the  important 
fervices  1 had  received  at  his  hands,  to  re- 
Ilore  him,  inperfon,  to  the  arms  of  his  wnfe, 
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his  ehlldren,  and  his'  friends.  I repaired, 
therefore,  to  the  horde.  His  return  occafion- 
ed  inexpreffible  joy ; which  was  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  they  I'uppoled  us  to  be  dead,  and 
had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  us  more.  It  was 
in  confequence  of  this  perfuafion,  that  they 
had  thought  proper  to  remove  and  fettle  in 
another  place. 

The  people  df  the  horde  told  me  another 
. piece  of  news,  which  gave  me  ftill  greater 
pleafure  than  the  former : it  was,  that  the 
worthy  Schoenmaker  had  alfo  quitted  the 
mountains,  and  eftabliflied  his  camp  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Eager  to  fee  this  honeft  be- 
ing,-for  whom  I had  fo  great  an  efteem,  and 
to  whom  I owed  fo  many  obligations,  I in- 
ftantly  paid  him  a vifit,  and  embraced  him 
with  the  tendereft  affedlion. 

The  fervices  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf 
to  render  me  were  alive  in  my  memory  and 
my  heart,  and  I wanted  no  new  motive  to  iri- 
tereft  me  in  his  behalf.  But  I confefs  I could 
not  behold  him  furrounded  with  his  wives  and 
children^  like  a good  father  and  kind  hufband, 
without  feeling  myfelf  ftill  more  inclined  to 
ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

1 acquainted  him  with  the  defign  I had 
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formed  of  folicitmg  his  pardon,  and  of  ob- 
taining from  the  Government  leave  for  him  to 
return  to  tlie  colony.  He  thanked  me  with 
emotion  for  the  kindnefs  of  my  intentions : 
but,  though  he  had  great  confidence  in  the 
friendthip  with  which  Colonel  Gordon  ho- 
noured him,  and  hill  greater  in  the  zeal  I dif- 
played  for  his  welfare,  he  had  little  hope  ot 
my  fuccefs ; no  inftance,  he  faid,  of  fuch 
pardon  having  ever  been  known. 

1 encouraged  him  as  much  as  I could,  by  af- 
furing  him  of  the  w'armth  with  which  I would 
folicit  the  favour.  Indeed,  that  with  w^hich  he 
infpired  me  at  the  moment  was  fo  great,  that, 
not  doubting  of  fuccefs,  I protefted  he  fliould 
foon  hear  from  me,  and  requefled  him  to  be 
in  readinefs  to  fet  off  at  the  earlieft  notice. 

He  liftened  to  my  confolatory  promifes  with 
tears.  But  the  fear  of  their  failure  was  predo- 
minant; and  his  imagination,  fo  long  tortured 
with  continual  anxiety,  depided  to  him  a thou- 
farid  chimeras,  which  he  dared  not  combat  hiin- 
felf,  and  wdiich  1 had  great  difficulty  to  deilroy. 

To  difiipate  thefe  gloomy  ideas,  and  revive 
his  fpirits,  1 turned  his  mind  to  another  ob- 
ject. I fpoke  to  him  of  his  little  hermitage 
near  the  Orange,  related  my  adventure  with 
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the  travellers  I had  met,  and  told  him  how  I 
had  taken  upon  myl'elf  to  difpofe  of  the  place, 
and  beftow  it  on  an  unfortunate  family  ; not 
doubting,  from  the  tefti monies  he  had  given  me 
of  his  friend fliip,  but  he  would  confirm  a gift  . 
made  without  his  confent. — As  I had  fuppofed, 
he  approved  it  without  the  fmallefi:  hefitation. 

“ When  I arrived  in  thefe  deferts,”  faid  he^ 

“ I was  without  fiielter,  and  without  refource, 

‘‘  like  thofc  on  whom  you  have  bellowed  your 
“ protection.  My  own  misfortunes  have  ren- 
“ dered  me  fenfible  to  thofe  of  others.  I congra- 
“ tulate  myfelf  on  the  good  ufe  you  have  made 
“ of  ray  little  eftate.  May  it  prove  the  afyluin 
“ you  with,  and  long  preferve  the  rertiem- 
brance  of  its  founder,  and  of  him  Vvdio  has 
“ thus  Gonfecrated  it  by  an  aCt  of  benevolence!” 
Klaas  Bailer  had  accompanied  me  to  Scho- 
enmaker’s.  Seeing  me  ready  to  refume  my 
journey  towards  the  CapCj  he  I'equelled  my 
permifiion  to  return  to  his  family ; and  to  this 
I the  more  willingly  confented,  as  thencefor- 
ward he  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  me.  Before 
we  parted,  I made  him  a prefent  of  fome  pow- 
der and  fliot,  fome  beads  for  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  my  dogs,  of  which  he  had 
become  particularly  fond  during  our  journey. 
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As  there  was  no  route  more  commodious fc»r' 
my  waggons  than  that  of  the  Elephants-Ri- 
ver,  I fent  them  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
caravan  before  me,  with  dirediions  to  take  the 
fame  road  as  we  had  come,  and  to  wait  for 
me  on  its  banks.  Purpofmg  to  traverfe  the 
country,  and  reach  the  river  by  a different 
way,  I took  with  me  fix  of  my  Hottentots 
and  a few  dogs,  and  entered  among  the  moun- 
tains. 

We  carried  nothing  with  us  but  powder 
and  fliot,  refolving  to  deep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  live  on  the  fruits  of  the  chace. 

The  firft  night,  we  took  up  our  abode  on 
the  ridge  of  the  mountains  where  had  for- 
merly been  fituated  one  of  the  kraals  of  Klaas 
Barter.  We  here  fuftered  extremely  from  the 
cold.  Long  accurtomed  as  we  had  been  to 
the  heat  of  the  plain,  the  cool  temperature  of 
thefe  heights  had  the  greater  effedt  upon  us ; 
and  the  worrt  of  our  rttuation  was,  we  could 
procure  no  wood  to  make  a fire.  Fortunately, 
however,  cattle  having  a long  time  been  kept  in 
thefpot,  we  found  an  abundance  of  their  dried 
dung ; and  the  gentle  warmth  afibrded  by  this 
fort  of  fuel  mitigated  the  rigour  of  the  cold. 

Another  misfortune  was,  that,  carrying  no 
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provifion,  we  had  nothing  to  eat ; and  game 
in  thei'e  mountains  was  extremely  fcarce.  In. 
three  days  we  had  been  able  to  kill  only  a Tingle 
kainfi  antelope,  which  was  a poor  fupply  for 
feven  perTons.  At  length  our  necefllty  was 
To  great,  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
day,  being  totally  deftitute  of  food,  it  was  re- 
■folved  that  each  of  us  fhould  take  his  own. 
courfe,  and  hunt  for  himfelf. 

Klaas,  from  his  attachment  to  me,  would 
not  leave  me.  We  killed  three  wood-peckers 
and  fix  larks.  My  hunters  might  have  done 
Rill  better,  by  fliooting  at  damans ; but,  greedy 
of  larger  game,  they  negledted  thefe  to  Teek 
for  other  antelopes.  They  all  returned  empty 
handed,  and  were  of  courfe,  from  their  pre- 
ceding faft  and  the  violent  exercife  they  had 
taken,  doubly  hungry. 

I much  regretted  that  I could  not  fhare 
with  them  the  produce  of  my  chace.  But,  as  ’ 
it  was  Tcarcely  Tufficient  for  Klaas  and  myfelf, 
how  could  it  have  been  fhafed  with  five 
others  ? 

On  this  occaTion  I was  witneTs  to  the  ef- 
fects which  the  terrible  want  called  hunger  is 
capable  of  producing.  I have  heard  a cele- 
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brated  naturalift,  Rome  de  Lifle,  whofe  re- 
cent lofs  we  cannot  but  lament,  fay  that,  dur^ 
tng  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry  in  1761,  he  had 
been  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,  that  he 
deemed  it  a happinefs  to  piirchafe,  for  their 
weight  in  gold,  an  old  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
which,  out  of  humanity,  he  fhared  with 
three  officers,  his  friends.  Nothing  was  left 
for  my  Hottentots  but  the  fkin  of  our  antelope. 
Accordingly,  having  no  other  food,  they  feiz- 
ed  upon  this;  and,  without  any  preparationj 
broiled  it  as  it  w’^as  with  the  hair  on,  and  de- 
voured the  whole  of  it. 

The  burning  of  the  hair  diffufed  a noifome 
fmell  round  the  fire,  which  turned  me  fick. 
My  hungry  people  themfelves  appeare^d  dif- 
gufted  at  it : yet  I faw  them  tear  the  naufer 
ous  leather  to  pieces  with  their  hands  and 
teeth.  In  different  circumftances,  the  diftort- 
ed  features  with  which  their  repugnance  ac-  ' 
companied  thefe  efforts  would  probably  have 
excited  my  laughter;  in  the  prefent,  they 
pierced  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  idea  of  the 
fearful  extremities  to  which  men  may  be 
driven  by  famine. 

pur  fitiiation  made  me  regret  that  I had 
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(|ultted  my  cai'avan : for,  if  obliged  to  fire  at 
fmall  birds  for  food,  as  we  had  hitherto  done, 
we  fhould  foon  exhaufl;  our  ammunition,  and 
thereby  be  reduced  to  the  iitmoft  perplexity. 
Happily,  however,  getting  farther  to  the  eah, 
we  perceived,  in  the  plain  on  the  other  lide  of 
the  mountains,  feveral  plantations  belonging 
to  the  colonifts.  This  fight  gladdened  rny 
Ikin-caters.  We  defeended  the  mountains, 
and  repaired  to  the  nighefi;  plantation,  where 
we  did  not  arrive  till  it  was  dulk.  As  foon 
as  we  w'ere  perceived,  we  were  taken  for 
Bofhmen  or  thieves  coming  to  attack  and 
pillage  the  houfe ; the  dogs  were  turned  loofe 
upon  us;  and  it  was  well  we  w'ere  not  wel- 
comed with  a few  fliot.  Fortunately  they 
were  ftepped  and  repulfed  by  my  pack;  and 
the  mafter  himfelf,  running  out  at  the  noife, 
and  perceiving  me  to  be  an  European,  called 
back  his  people  and  his  dogs,  and  came  to 
meet  me.  He  had  heard  of  ray  expedition  ; 
and,  when  I told  him  my  name,  he  made 
an  apology,  and  preffed  me  to  enter  his  habi- 
tation. I mentioned  our  diftrefs,  and  requefi- 
ed  fome  food  for  my  people.  He  generoufiy 
complied,  and  gave  us,  indeed,  fo  friendly  a 
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reception,  that  I fpent  the  night  under 
roof. 

At  my  departure  I was  defirous  of  recom- 
penfing  his  kindnefs:  but,  not  contented 
with  refufing  every  token  of  acknowledge- 
ment, he  would  give  my  people  a loaf  and  a 
quarter  ‘of  mutton,  to  ferve  them  on  their 
journey  ; and  as  for  myfelf,  obferving  that  I 
ate  fcarcely  any  thing  but  butter,  he  ordered 
fome  frefii  to  be  made,  and  infilled  on  my  ac- 
cepting a pot  of  it. 

I returned  to  the  mountains,  becaufe,  being 
able  from  their  fummits  to  difcover  the  Ele- 
phants-River,  at  which  my  caravan  ought  by 
this  time  to  have  arrived,  1 fhould  the  better 
know  how  to  diredt  rny  courfe.  Our  march 
continued  ftill  three  days  longer,  without  af- 
fording any  thing  to  interefi;  me,  but  a night 
fpent  near  a beautiful  fpring  that  abounded 
with  the  fnrub  on  which  grows  the  fruit  called 
in  that  country  ‘we/fs-gift  (wolf’s  poifon). 

This  name  is  derived  from  the  property 
poflelTed  by  the  fruit,  w^hen  roafted,  of  poi- 
foning  any  carnivorous  animals  that  may  eat 
of  it.  It  is  prepared  like  coffee,  ground  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  the  powder  is  then 
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^f^:re\ved  over  pieces  of  flefii,  which  are  laid 
for  thefe  animals  in  the  night.  The  bait  is 
Intended  chiefly  for  the  jackal  and  hyena. 
As  foon  as  it  is  fvvallowed,  the  animal  fwells 
prodigloufly,  and  dies  more  or  lefs  fpeedily 
according  to  the  quantity  he  has  taken.  At 
length  we  perceived  fome  large  trees,  which, 
by  their  winding  pofition,  appeared  to  fkirt 
fome  river.  Not  doubting  but  it  was  the  Ele- 
'phants-River,  we  defcended  the  mountains  to 
reach  its  banks.  The  river,  indeed,  it  was  ; 
but  we  had  roamed  fo  much  farther  than  we 
were  aware,  that,  returning  upon  our  Reps, 
or  rather  proceeding  down  the  ftream,  it  was 
not  till  after  two  encampments  that  we  reached 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  the  houfe  of  Van 
Zeyl ; where,  when  we  arrived,  all  my  people 
and  waggons  I found  had  been  waiting  for  me 
three  days. 

My  caravan  was  confiderably  diminilh'ed. 
The.  Hottentot  cattle-dealers,  after  having 
palTed  the  river,  had  repaired  to  their  refpec- 
tive  hordes,  leaving  only  two  of  their  party 
in  the  camp,  to  wait  for  me,  and  receive  in 
money  or  in  kind  the  value  of  the  tobacco 
they  had  fold  me  at  the  Orange. 
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I wlflied  to  return  it  them  in  kind,  to  fave 
them  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  colony  to  pur- 
chafe  more ; but,  to  do  this,  I mull  buy  it  my- 
felf.  Van  Zeyl  had  none;  but  at  another 
planter’s  near,  he  informed  me  I might  pro- 
cure fome.  Accordingly  I went  thither  on 
horfeback,  and  purchafed  the  quantity  I want- 
ed, at  the  exorbitant  price  of  a Dutch  fcalin 
(fixpence)  a pound.  Thus  having  difcharged 
my  debt  to  my  travelling  companions,  I re- 
paired to  Heere-logement^  that  grotto  fo  natu- 
rally carpeted  by  the  foliage  of  a large  “tree, 
and  which  I have  already  defpribed. 

Every  thing  was  green  in  this  diftrid;,  as  in 
thofe  I had  lately  traverfed,  and  confequently 
■"  very  different  from  what  it  was  at  my  former 
vifit.  But  the  neighbouring  planters,  by  way  ■ 
of  hufbanding  the  pafture  on  their  own  edates, 
had  driven  their  herds  hither  ; and  thefe  herds 
were  fo  numerous,  that  the  herbage  was  almoft 
all  eaten  up.  The  keepers  of  the  cattle  even 
affured  me,  that,  if  I purfued  the  ordinary 
route  to  the  Cape,  I flrould  every  where  ex- 
perience the  lame  inconvenience ; and  they 
aclvifed  me  to  travel  more  to  the  fouth-wed, 
through  Vcrloorc-Valey  (loftrlake),  where,  the 
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pafturage  having  fuffercd  Icfs  in  this  way,  I 
(hould  necefl'arily  find  a better  fupply. 

Impatient  as  1 was  to  reach  the  Cape,  this 
circuit,  which  would  cofl:  me  leveral  days 
march,  was  extremely  againll  my  will : but 
necefiity  compelled  me  to  fubmit  to  it.  In 
two  days  I arrived  in  Vcrloore-Vahy,  which  I 
found  to  be  an  extenfive  lake,  leparated  from 
the  fea  by  a narrow  border  of  Tandy  downs. 

The  lake  and  its  banks  being  covered  with 
birds  oi  every  kind,  I flattered  myfelf  I fliould 
find  fome  fo^r  my  colledion  that  would  recom- 
penfe  me  for  the  length  of  the  road.  In  fa6f, 
I faw  there  not  only  all  the  birds  that  I had 
met  with  on  Green-River,  but  alfo  the  coot 
of  Europe,  different  fpccies  of  grebes,  particu- 
larly that  called  by  natural ifts  the  horned  grebe, 
and  a particular  fpecks  of  pengdin. 

This  bird  has  a creft  of  long  narrow-  feathers 
covering  its  eyes  and  the  Tides  of  its  head,  and 
this  creft  it  can  eredl  and  lower  at  will.  The 
Tame  Tpecies  is  found  about  the  ftraits  of  Ma- 
gellan, where  it  was  Teen  by  the  celebrated 
Bougainville,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  hop- 
ping penguin.  Buffon  gives  a fhort  deferip- 
tipn  of  it  under  the  Tame  name,  and  afterwards 
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figures  it  in  his  Planches  Knhmitiees ^ under 
that  of  the  crefled  penguin  of  Siberia. 

In  the  fame  lake  I found  a great  number  of 
penguins  of  another  fpecies,  the  fame  as  I fpoke 
of  having  feen  in  Saldanha  bay.  Thefe  pen- 
guins have  on  their  bodies  an  abundance  of 
fat ; and  I have  no  doubt  but  the  neighbour- 
ing planters  might  make  of  this  fat  a lucrative 
article  of  trade,  if  they  would  employ  them- 
ielves  in  taking  thefe  birds.  The  profit  would 
be  the  more  certain,  as  the  birds  in  queftioii 
are  extremely  plenty  on  the  weftern  coaft,  and 
fo  tame  that  they  will  fuffer  themielves  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  without  fiirring,  and 
even  to  be  taken  by  the  hand.  This  fiiows 
that,  with  a little  care  and  addrefs,  means  might 
be  found  of  obtaining  them  at  fo  fmall  an  ex- 
pence, that  powder  and  fhot  might  be  fpared, 
and  the  bufinefs  be  almoft  entirely  clear  gain. 

My  vifit  to  Verloore-Valey  procured  me 
great  number  of  aquatic  birds  of  different 
fpecies,  and  among  them  the  purple  galli- 
nule,  which  is  very  abundant  there,  and  ex- 
cellent food.  In  fhort,  the  lake  fwarms  with 
.nil  the  water- fowls  that  may  be  found  difperfcd 
h^re  and  there  over  the  reft  of  this  part  of  thq 

world. 
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world.  It  is  the  only  place  for  an  ornltholo- 
gift  to  fix  his  refidence,  who  would  wifli  in  a 
fhort  time  to  procure  a complete  colledtion  of 
the  web-footed  and  fhore  birds  of  Africa.  1 
there  obtained  alfo  a beautiful  fpecies  of  fmall 
crefted  falcon,  that  feeds  only  on  crabs  and 
fifh,  which  it  catches  in  the  fame  way  as  the 
ofprey,  the  bald-buzzard  and  the  kite.  I fpent 
eleven  days  on  the  borders  of  this  lake,  and 
colledted  a hundred  and  thirty-two  fpecimens 
of  birds,  large  and  fmall.  At  length  my  hun- 
ters brought  me  more  birds  every  day  than  I 
could  tell  how  to  difpofe  of,  and  I had  not  the 
pleafure  of  killing  a Tingle  one  myfelf,  fo  fully 
was  I employed  in  preparing  them. 

Finding  myfelf  fo  near  St.  Helen’s  Bay,  I 
refolved  to  vifit  it.  In  confequence,  I ordered 
my  people  to  proceed  with  my  waggons  to 
Swart-Land,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  houfe  of 
my  friend  Slaber.  Swanepoel  was  entrufled 
with  the  care  of  conducting  them  thither,  and, 
having  done  this,  "was  to  proceed  on  with- 
out delay  to  the  Cape", ’to  give  my  friends 
notice  of  my  return,  and  inquire  whether  any 
letter  had  arrived  for  me  during  my  fifteen 
months  abfence.  The  interval  I was  to  fpend 
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at  St.  Helen’s  : I had  never  yet  been  there 
and  I fhould  not  have  forgiven  myfelf,  if,  now 
that  I was  fo  near,  I neglected  to  fee  it. 

For  this  exciirfion  I took  with  me  only  the 
fame  hunters  as  had  attended  me  in  my  laft. 
When  1 arrived  at  the  bay,  I traverfed  all  its 
windings  from  one  point  to  the  other.  Kolben, 
who  w'as  no  better  geographer  than  he  was  a 
naturalid,  and  who  had  feen  no  more  of  St. 
Helen’s  Bay  than  he  had  of  the  colony,  fays 
that  Berg^Rivier  difeinbogues  itfelf  to  the 
north  of  the  bay  ; and  it  is  thus  he  lays  it 
down  in  his  map.  Kolben  is  miftaken  in  this 
point,  as  he  is  in  a thoufand  others.  The 
mouth  of  the  Berg  is  in  the  fouthern  part  of 
St.  Helen’s.  The  Bay  itfelf  too  is  improperly 
placed  in  all  our  fea  charts,  its  latitude  being 
wrong  by  more  than  fifteen  minutes. 

This  river,  wdiich  I afeended  for  a conlider- 
able  way,  is  obllruded  by  ferefts  of  reeds,  in- 
to which  the  hippopotamufes  retire  and  con- 
ceal themfelves.  Government,  fearing  that 
thefe  amphibious  animals,  the  fpecies  of  which 
it  wilhes  to  preferve,  might  be  totally  deftroy- 
ed,  has  prohibited  hunting  them,  under  pe- 
nalty of  a fine.  This  regulation  would  fhare 
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•the  fate  of  many  others,  and  In  all  proba- 
bility be  no  better  obferved,  If  local  difficul- 
ties did  not  enfure  its  execution.  But  the  ini- 
poffibility  of  penetrating  thefe  forells  of  reeds 

difcourages  the  hunters,  and  fecures  the  breed 
$ 

of  hippopotamufes  more  effediualiy  than  laws, 
which  in  general  are  feldom  regarded,  and  the 
rigour  of  which,  at  the  expence  of  twenty 
or  thirty  rixdollars,  may  with  certainty  be 
averted. 

After  having  vlfited  the  Bay  of  St.  Helen’s, 
I proceeded  along  the  fea  ffiore  to  that  of  Sal- 
danha.  Both  abounded  alike  with  fpermaceti 
whales.  In  the  fmgle  cove  called  Hoctjes- 
Bay^  I counted  tw^o-and-thirty  playing  to- 
gether. It  is  perfectly  aftoniffiing  that  the 
governors  of  the  Cape  have  never  thought 
of  this  branch  of  commerce,  which  unquef- 
tionably’’  wmuld  be  very  lucrative ; but  it 
would  be  neceffiary  to  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  colonijds,  merely  referving  certain  du- 
ties on  the  fiffiery  for  the  company.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  Dutch  government  will 
fome  day  perceive  the  neceffity  of  attend- 
ing ferioufly  to  the  affairs  of  this  interefling 
fettlement.  They  have  onlv  to  leave  the  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  own  fchemc'9 
without  fettering  their  induftry,  and  this  part 
of  Africa  would  become  the  mofl;  fiourifhing 
on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Upon  quitting  Saldanha,  I proceeded  to- 
wards the  habitation  of  my  venerable  friend 
Slaber.  His  worthy,  his  amiable  family, 
apprifed  of  my  return  from  my  expedition  by 
the  people  with  my  waggons,  and  informed 
of  my  arrival  by  one  of  my  hunters  whom  I 
fent  on  before,  came  to  meet  me.  I xvas  fur- 
prifed  not  to  fee  my  good  friend  himfelfwith 
his  children.  I’hey  informed  me,  that  fmce 
my  departure  he  had  been  feized  witli  a le- 
vere  dyfentery,  and  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
He  had  been  often  anxious  about  me  during 
my  abfence,  and  had  made  rcfpedVmg  me  every 
pofhble  enquiry.  He  had  wiflied  to  embrace 
me  once  more  before  he  died  ; and  when  he  ' 
faw  Swanepoel  and  Klaas  return  without  me, 
he  was  alarmed.  But  they  had  removed  his 
fears  by  accounting  for  my  delay  ; and  he  ex- 
pelled me  with  impatience. 

They  added,  that  he  was  fo  extremely  ema- 
ciated and  fo  much  altered,  that  1 fhouldfcarcely 
know  him ; and,  as  they  were  apprehenfive 

his 
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his  fituatlon  would  make  upon  me  at  fii  ft  fight 
fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  that  I fliould  be  unable 
to  conceal  my  feelings,  they  befought  me  to 
ireftrain  my  furprife,  and  not  alarm  him  to  no 
purpofe. 

I entered  his  chamber,  affecting  a degree  of 
joy  whick  was  certainly  far  from  my  heart..  I 
even  profelTed  to  confider  his  difeafe  as  a flight 
malady  ; and,  after  jufl;  mentioning  the  fubjed: 
without  waiting  for  his  reply,  I turned  the 
converfation  to  the  fine  bull  I had  procured 
for  him  on  my  journey,  and  which  my  people 
had  no  doubt  already  prefented  to  him. 

His  bufferings,  however,  had  fo.much  weaned 
him  from  earth  and  all  its  concerns,  that  he 
appeared  to  pay  little  attention  to  my  prefent, 
and  fpoke  only  of  his  approaching  diflolution* 

At  the  Cape  the  dyfentery  is  to  people  of  all 
ages  and  conftitutions  a dangerous  difeafe  ; but 
to  thofe  advanced  in  life  it  is  always  fatal;  and 
1 perceived. too  clearly  that  my  befl:  friend  was 
dying. 

Swanepoel,  on  his  return  from  the  Cape, 
brought  me  news  of  my  friends,  and  letters 
from  Europe.  Among  others  was  one  from 
my  refpcded  friend  Boers,  which  informed  me 
VoL.  III.  Hh  of  V 
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of  his  arrival  in  Holland,  after  an  agreeable 
pafiage.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  fervices  he  had 
rendered  me  during  his  abode  at  the  Cape,  lie 
informed  me,  that  he  had  commended  me 
anew  to  all  his  friends,  particularly  to  the  new 
fifcal  Serrurier,  whofe  zeal  and  frienddiip 
towards  me  while  I remained  in  Africa  ne-r 
ver  abated  for  an  inftant.  A 11  my  acquaint- 
ances invited  me  to  hafien  to  the  town  ; and 

/ 

Colonel  Gordon  and  his  lady  wrote  to  me  to 
tliat  purpofe,  in  the  rnofl  friendly  manner,  in- 
fixing that  1 Xaould  take  up  my  abode  at  their 
houfe. 

Among  my  letters  were  feveral  alfo  from 
my  family  and  friends  in  France ; and  one  in 
particular  from  Amfterdam,  which  overturned 
all  my  projeds,  all  the  arrangements  that  I had 
already  adually  formed  in  my  head  for  a third 
journey  into  the  deferts.  It  was  from  Temminck, 
who  informed  me,  that  one  of  the  company’s 
fldps,  engaged  in  the  Have  trade,  wmuld  foon  fail 
fromHolland  for theifland of Madagafcar.  This 
velfel  was  to  touch  at  the  Cape  to  vidual  and 
water,  fo  that  I might  eafily  introduce  myfelf 
to  the  Captain,  and  'embark  with  him  for  the 
place  of  his  deftination. 
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knowing,  however,  my  inclination  for  tra- 
velling, and  fuppofing  that  I fhould  gladly 
avail  inyfelf  of  fiich  an  opportunity  to  vifit  that 
celebrated  ifland,  the  largeft  in  the  known 
W’orld ; my  friend  had  made  every  arrange- 
ment with  the  Captain;  and  of  thele  arrange- 
ments he  gave  me  notice  in  his  letter. 

I was  highly  gratified  by  this  obliging  rea- 
dinefs  to  ferve  me,  which  was  as  congenial  to 
my  inclination  as  it  was  prudently  managed. 
It  is  true,  this  newfeheme  did  not  accord  with 
my  other : but  then,  befides  that  it  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  a land  I had 
never  feen — befides  that  I fhould  have  fuffi- 
- cient  time  completely  to  traverfe  it,  as  the  fhip 
muft  neceffarily  make  I’ome  day  at  the  ifland 
to  accomplifli  the  purpofe  of  her  voyage,  -I 
might  refume  my  former  plan  on  my  return  to 
the  Cape.’  For  the  prefent,  therefore,  I gave 
up  my  defign  of  vifiting  again  the  interior  part  - 
of  Africa,  and  employed  myfelf  in  preparing 
to  fail  for  Madagafcar:  a preparation  which 
would  ealily  be  effeded,  as  my  friend  himfelf 
had  fraoothed  every  difficulty. 

In  this  new  arrangement  I wanted  neither 
waggons  nor  horfes,  nor  teams  of  oxen,  nor 
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indeed  any  of  that  apparatus  and  thofe  attend- 
ants which  had  hitherto  been  neceffary.  My 
oxen, become  ufeleis  to  me,  were  the  firft  things 
1 fought  to  difpufe  of.  Being  extremely  lean, 
and  little  calculated  for  the  yoke  in  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  I offered  them  to  the  company’s 
butcher,  who  paid  me  at  the  rate  of  feven  rix-  - 
dollars  per  head,  or  about  thirty  livres  French 
money. 

Two  of  my  cows  I gave  to  Klaas’s  wife,  who 
had  accompanied  me  on  my  journey,  and  had 
performed  for  me  the  office  of  a laimdrefs, 
and  fometimes  of  a cook  ; and  two  others  to 
Swanepcel.  Finally,  I offered  my  goats  to 
the  daughters  of  Slaber  : but  they  would  only 
accept  them  conditionally,  as  depofits  to  be 
returned  if,  in  confequence  of  taking  a new 
journey,  I fliould  hereafter  have  occafion  for 
them. 

In  this  herd  of  goats  were  a he  and  fhe  pur- 
chafed  by  me  in  the  Nimiqua  country  for  my 
friend  Licwenberg,  of  the  canton  of  the  Four- 
and-T>\^enty  Rivers,  and  at  his  requeft.  I had 
the  pleafure  of  delivering  them  to  him  myfelf. 
I had  not  forgotten  the  bottles  of  lemon-juice, 
which  this  worthy  planter  had  given  me  in 


AFRICA. 


/ 


469 

my  journey,  the  frienclfhip  he  had  fo  readily 
fliewn  me,  and  the  two  beautiful  birds  which 
had  been  procured  me  by  his  Tons. 

Though  my  prefent  was  trifling  in  itfelf,  it 
was  the  more  gratifying  to  him,  as  it  was  pre- 
cifely  what  he  had  defired  of  me,  and  what  in 
reality  he  moft  wifhed  for,  I afterwards  di- 
vided ambngfl:  my  honeft  Hottentots  every 
thing  for  which  I had  no  farther  occafion. 

Thus  having  gotten  rid  of  all  that  was  ufe- 
lefs  to  me,  I reckoned  with  my  attendants,  and 
appointed  them  to  meet  me  at  the  Cape  to  be 
paid.  Though  they  were  all  eager  to  return  , 
to  their  hordes  to  fee  their  families,  they  did 
not  quit  me  without  exprefla ng  regret : nor 
was  I on  my  part  without  emotion,  though 
there  were  few  of  them  againfl;  w^hom  I had 
not  fome  caufe  of  complaint. 

My  new  fcheme  called  me  to  the  Cape  ; 
and  my  attentions,  however  affectionate  and 
fmcere,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  a lick  man,  whofe 
deplorable  date  left  no  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
I embraced,  therefore,  for  the  lad  time  this  bed 
of  men,  to  whom  I was  under  the  greated  obli- 
gations, and  whom  I tenderly  loved.  He  bade 
lire  alfo  a lad  farewell  ; and  fome  time  after  I 
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learned,  that  his  refpedable  family  had  to  la- 
ment his  death. 

At  length,  after  an  abfence  of  fixteen  months 
fpent  in  the  deferts  of  Africa,  I arrived  at  the 
Cape,  where  Gordon  and  his  lady  w^ere  eagerly 
expecting  me.  I was  welcomed  as  a friend,  a 
brother,  a fon,  or  whatever  is  moft  dear ; and 

the  kindnefs  of  thefe  beneficent  hofts  never 

* 

flackened  for  a moment.  The  memory  of  my 
gratitude  w'ill  continue  as  long  as  my  travels 
fball  continue  to  be  read  ; nor  can  I permit  my- 
felf  to  be  withheld  from  the  declaration  of  it  by 
the  apprehenfion,  that  that  declaration  may  be 
conftrued  in  a way  ofienfive  to  the  felf-love  of 
others. 

My  firft  care,  as  foon  as  I was  at  liberty, 
was  to  enquire  w’hether  there  were  any  velTel 
in  the  harbour  bound  for  Europe.  I found 
one  ready  to  fail,  by  which  I wrote  to  Tem- 
minck,  thanking  him  for  what  he  had  done’for 
me,  and  informing  him,  that  1 had  refolved  to 
accept  his  generous  ofier,  and  waited  only  for 
the  arrival  of  the  flave-fliip -which  was  to  tranf- 
port  me  to  Madagafcar.  I fent  advice  to  the 
fame  purpofe  to  my  family,  and  thought  of 
nothing  but  my  departure. 
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1 had  not  forgotten  poor  Schoenmaker. 
Th^  very  day  after  m'y  arrival,  I had  endea- 
voured to  intereft  Gordon  in  the  fate  of  this 
' unhappy  deferter.  The  Colonel  had  confider- 
able  regard  for  him,  and  alTured  me  of  his  in- 
clination to  ferve  him.  In  confequence  I fent 
>an  exprefs  to  the  outlaw,  telling  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  town.  He  came.  We 
conducted  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor, 
and  folicited  his  pardon ; which  was  inhantly 
granted.  He  left  me  to  return  to  his  deferts 
to  fettle  his  affairs,  and  then  ca,me  to  refide  in 
the  colony,  where  he  foon  gained  the  friend- 
fhip  of  his  neighbours,  and  married  a daughter 
of  one  of  them  : a circumftance  that  feldom 
occurs  in  a country  where  foldiers  and  failors 
are  in  general  held  in  little  eftimation  by  the 
planters. 

While  I remained  at  the  Cape,  the  fiave- 
fliip  came  into  the  road.  I received  by  it  other 
letters  from  Temminck,  who  again  repeated 
all  he  had  faid  before  refpeding  my  voyage  to 
Madagafcar,  prefting  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
having  no  doubt  but  the  captain  of  the  velfel, 
who  was  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  him, 
would  do  every  thing  'in  his  power  for  my 
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accommodation.  Bat  I very  foon  perceived 
that  my  friend  had  been  miftaken  with  regard 
to  this  captain,  whofe  condudt  plainly  fhowed 
me  how  little  he  whhed  that  I ihould  accom- 
pany him.  / Unwilling  to  expofe  rnyfelf  to  the 
certain  inconvenience  of  making  fuch  a voy- 
age with  a man  who  vifibly  regarded  me  with 
jealoufy,  fearing  no  doubt  that  I Ihould  prove 
an  obftacle  to  his  commercial  projedls,  I gave' 
up  the  idea  for  the  moment ; and,  other  crofs 
circumftances  continuing  to  procraftinate  the 
fcheme,  I abandoned  it  entirely.  All  my 
thoughts  were  now  centred  in  Europe,  and  I 
became  wholly  dif'gufted  with  travelling,  till 
the  time  when,  renouncing  the  fociety  of  my 
fpecies,  deceived  by  them,  outraged  in  the 
pureft  fcntiments  of  my  heart,  I was  led  once 
more  to  figh  for  a deferr,  and  was  no  longer 
able  bat  in  imagination  to  gratify  my  dcfire. 

At  laft  an  opportunity  of  departing  arrived. 
The  fliips  of  the  Dutch  Eaft- India  company 
were  returning  home.  I folicited  a palTage, 
which  was  granted  me.  There  were  five  vef- 
fels  bound  for  Europe  in  the  road,  and  the 
quefiion  was,  in  which  I could  embark  with  - 
n>7  eiFeds.  One  of  thefc  vdfels  had  brought 
' from 
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from  China  an  old  fupercargo  of  the  compan^r 
with  his  wife  and  children.  I had  now  and 
then  fallen  in  with  thefe  people  in  different 
companies  at  the  Cape,  and  I rejoiced  at  the 
thought  of  having  them  to  myl'elf,  and  that 
too  for  a conliderable  time  : for  it  is  pleafmg 
to  enliven  the  tedioulnefs  of  a long  voyage  by 
the  charm  of  agreeable  company,  and  to  be 
able  occafionally  to  contemplate  a handfome 
face,  when  the  fea,  the  &y,  or  failors  in  their 
dirty  dreffes,  are  the  objects,  and  the  only  ob- 
jeds,  cQnftantly  before  the  eye.  Such  was  to 
have  been  my  lot : at  lead:  ^ fuch  I hoped  it 
would  have  been.  But  probably  the  hufband 
thought  me  too  eager  for  a palfenger;  and 
accordingly,  without  a dired  denial,  he  affured 
me  I fhould  be  fo  badly  accommodated,  and 
he  fo  pofitively  refufed  to  tidce  my  boxes  on 
board  with  me,  that  I was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  defign.  Being  lefs  a courtier  than  attached 
to  my  riches,  I could  by  no  means  confent  to 
be  feparated  from  them.  They  were  therefore 
fent  aboard  another  veffel,  and  the  fupercargo 
was  freed  from  my  importunities.  By  his  re- 
fufal  he  gave  me  my  life,  while,  poor  man!  he 
little  thought  of  lofing  his'owa. 
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I embarked  in  the  Ganges,  commanded  by 
Captain  Faardekooper.  We  failed  from  Falfc- 
Bay  the  14th  of  July,  1784,  accompanied  by 
four  other  of  the  company’s  fhips.  We  had 
fcarcely  cleared  the  bay,  when  contrary  winds 
drove  us  to  the  fouthward,  where  a horrible 
^tempeft  afl'ailed  us,  and  we  were  driven  by  a 
violent  gale  to  the  latitude  of  37*^  fouth.  I 
felt  by  experience  how  much  reafon  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  to  call  the  fouthernmoft  part  of 
Africa  the  Cape  of  Tempeds.  On  this  fearful 
occafion  we  loft  two  men,  whom  the  w'-aves 
waflied  off  the  deck.  Every  effort  w^as  made 
to  fave  them,  but  in  vain  : they  were  twenty 
times  overwhelmed  by  mountains  of  water, 
and  at  laft  periftied.  Our  veffel,  which  w^as 
old,  greatly  fuffered  : the  water  penetrated  in 
all  parts ; and  notwithftanding  every  thing  that 
could  afterwards  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil, 
ihe  remained  leaky  during  the  whole  voyage. 

We  were  eleven  days  in  this  diftrefling  fitu- 
ation  ; which,  with  the  image  of  death  every 
moment  before  our  eyes,  w-ere  a long  and  te- 
dious period.  On  one  of  thofe  nights  of  hor- 
ror, fevcral  guns  w^ere  fired  as  fignals  of  dil- 
trefs  by  one  of  the  veffels  j and,  to  our  grief, 
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the  next  day  the  Middelhourg^  the  veflel  into 
which  I had  been  refufed  admiflion,  was  no 
longer  to  be  feen.  Certain  that  flie  had  llmk, 
I addrefTed  a fhort  prayer  to  heaven  for  the 
fupercargo’s  young  wife,  apprelienfive  every 
moment  that  I ihould  myfelf  be  buried  in  the 
fame  grave.  However,  we  had  the'happinefs 
at  laft  to  double  the  Cape,  fo  much  dreaded  by 
failors.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  we  palled  in 
' fight  of  St.  Helena,  and  on  the  25th  eroded 
the  line  in  the  longitude  of  358*^. 

During  the  whole  voyage,  I never  caft  my 
eyes  backward  without  feeing  in  imagination 
the  unfortunate  Middelbourg.  What  a dread- 
ful moment,  faid  I to  myfelf,  mull  it  have  been 
when  the  whole  of  that  family  were  fwallowed 
up  by  the  waves  ! 1 fancied  I heard  the  laft 
fhrieks  of  the  unfortunate  mother  mingled  with 
the  dying. fereams  of  her  poor  children.  Alas  ! 
that  hour  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  awaited  them 
when  in  fight  of  the  port  for  which  they  were 
bound. 

The  four  velfels  failed  in  company,  without 
lofing  fight  of  each  other  ; and  we  even  vilited 
one  another,  when  the  weather  was  calm,  and 
we  could  hoift  out  our  boats, 

'When 
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When  this  kind  ofintercourfe  was  rendered 
impradlicable  by  high  winds  and  a too  ftormy 
fca,  we  had  recourfe  to  another,  that  of  mu- 
tually writing  letters,  of  which  the  gulls  and 
terns  were  the  carriers. 

Thefe  birds,  beaten  by  the  winds  and  tired 
with  their  flight,  would  pitch  upon  our  yards 
to  reft  themfelves,  where  the  fallors  eafily 
caught  them.  Having  faftened  our  little  epii- 
tles  to  their  legs,  we  then  let  them  fly,  and, 
making  a noife  to  prevent  their  slighting 
again  on  our  veflhl,  obliged  them  to  wing 
their  courfe  to  the  next.  There  they  were 
caught  again  by  the  crew,  and  fent  back  to  us 
in  the  fame  manner  with  anfwers  to  our  let- 
ters. This  curious  ftratagem  has  fomething 
Vmd  and  afledionate  in  it,  wTich  tranfports 
me  to  other  regions  ; and  it  is  one  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  travels  which  I always  re-? 
colled  with  additional  pleafure. 

In  the  latitude  of  lo^  15^  north,  and  lon- 
gitude 355^,  we  met  with  a calm  that  delayed 
us  feveral  days,  and  in  the  interval  I witnelTed 
a phenomenon,  which,  though  known  to  the 
crew,  was  to  me  perfedly  new. 

An  enormous  flat  fifti,  of  the  ray  genus, 
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came  and  fwam  round  our  veflel.  It  differed 
from  the  common  ray,  however,  in  the  fhape 
of  its  head,  which,  inftead  of  being  pointed, 
formed  a crefcent,  and  from  the  extremities 
of  the  lemicircle  iffued  two  arms  as  it  were, 
which  the  failors  called  horns.  They  were 
two  feet  wide  at  the  bafe,  and  only  five  inches 
at  the  extremity.  This  monfter  they  told 
me  was  called  the  fea-devil. 

A few  hours  after,  we  faw  tw’-o  others  with 
this,  one  of  which  was  fo  extremely  large, 
that  it  was  computed  by  the  crew  to  be  fifty 
or  fixty  feet  wide.  Each  fwam  feparately, 
and  was  furrounded  by  thofe  fmall  lifh  which 
ufually  precede  the  fhark,  and  which  are  there- 
fore called  by  feamen  pilot-fifh,  Laftly,  all 
three  carried  on  each  of  their  horns  a white 
fifh,  about  theTize  of  a man’s  arm  and  half  a ’ 
yard  long,  which  appeared  to  be  Rationed 
there  on  duty. 

You  would  have  faid  they  were  two  fenti- 
nels  placed  to  keep  watch  for  the  fafety  of  the 
animal,  to  inform  him  of  any  approaching 
danger,  and  to  guide  his  movements.  If  he 
approached  too  near  the  veffel,  they  quitted 
their  ports,  and,  fwimming  brifkly  before,  led 

him 
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him  away.  If  he  rofe  too  high  above  the 
water,  they  pafTed  backward  and  forward  over 
his  back,  till  he  had,  defeended  deeper.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  he  fwam  too  low,  they  dif* 
appeared,  and  we  faw  no  more  of  them,  be- 
caufe,  no  doubt,  they  were  palling  under- 
neath, as  in  the  preceding  inftance  they  had 
paiTed  above  him.  Accordingly  we  found 
him  re-afeend  towards'  the  furface,  and  then 
the  two  fentinels  realTumed  their  polls,  each 
on. his  horn. 

During  the  three  days  that  the  calm  conti- 
nued, and  we  remained  motionlefs  for  want  of 
wind,  thefe  manoeuvres  were  many  times  re- 
peated before  our  eyes  as  to  each  of  the  three 
inonflcrs. 

I was  defirous  of  catching  one  of  them,  in. 
order  to  examine  it  at  leifure.  But,  when  I 
propofed  it  to  the  crew,  they  treated  it  as  im- 
poffible.  However,  on  my  promifing  a dozen 
bottles  of  wine  to  any  one  who  Iliould  ao 
complilh  it,  their  ardour  w^as  roufed  ; and  the 
attempt,  which  was  before  deemed  impradli- 
cable,  w^as  now  only  difficult. 

7'hey  all  ran  to  their  harpoons,  and  polled 
themfelves  here  and  there  by  the  fljip’s  fide  in 
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readlners  to  ftqke.  A failor  Handing  near  the 
bowfprit,  more  fortunate  than  the  reft,  ftruck 
one  of  the  three  fiih  on  the  back : then  lettinr 

o 

out  his  line,  that  he  might  have  room  to  beat 
about  and  tire  himfelf,  he  at  laft  towed  him 
gradually  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  The 
animal  lay  perfedly  jnotionlefs ; and  we  made 
no  doubt  of  eafily  drawing  hiin  upon  deck. 
One  harpoon,  however,  being  infufficient  to 
fupport  him,  particularly  as  it  had  penetrated 
but  a little  way,  twelve  or  fifteen  more  were 
ftruck  into  him  at  once,  fo  as  to  fix  him  com- 
pletely : feveral  halfers  were  palled  round  his 
body,  and  he  was  thus  hoifted  on  board. 

This  was  the  leaft  of  the  three,  being  only 
cight-and-twenty  feet  in  its  extreme  breadth, 
and  one-and-twenty  in  length  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  horns  to  that  of  the  tail.  The 
tail,  which  was  thick  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  was  twenty-two  inches  long. 

The  mouth,  placed  exaiftly  like  that  of  the 
ray,  was  wide  enough  to  fwallow  a man  with 
eafe.  The  fkin  was  white  under  the  belly,  and 
brown  on  the  back,  like  that  of  the  ray. 

We  reckoned  the  animal  to  weigh  not  lefs, 
certainly,  than  a ton.  , ^ 
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About  twenty  fmall  fucking  fi(h  were  faft* 
cned  to  different  parts  of  his  body  fo  firmly, 
that  they  did  not  drop  off*  when  he  was  hoift- 
ed  on  board,  but  were  taken  with  him. 

Some  nafuraliffs  have  faid,  that  the  head  of 
the  fucking  fiih  is  vifcous  on  the  lower  part, 
and  furiiifhcd  with  rough  points  fimilar  to  the 
teeth  of  a file  ; and,  according  to  them,  it  is  by 
means  of  thefe  two  qualities,  its  roughnefs 
and  vifcofitv,  that  it  is  enabled  to  adhere  to 
other  lilii. 

“ Figure  to  yourfelf,”  fays  one  of  them,  “ a 
“ row  of  nineteen  fharp-edged  and  dentated 

laminae,  placed  croffwife,  and  iffuing  imme- 
“ diately  from  the  rim  of  the  low^er  jaw,  and 
“ you  will  have  a juft  idea  of  the  part  with 
“ which  the  remora  makes  itfelf  faff;.’' 

This  defeription  is  exact  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  figure  and  number  of  the  dentated  laminse; 
but  it  places  them  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
head,  whereas  they  are,  in  reality,  'on  the 
upper.  Accordingly,  when  the  remora  fixes 
itfelf,  it  is  obliged  to  turn  upon  its  back,  with 
its  belly  upward. 

I am  ignorant  wdiether  the  two  white  fifh 

that  pofted  themfelves  on  the  arms  of  the  fea- 
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devil,  and  appeared  to  ferve  him  as  pilots. 
Were  alfo  of  the  remora  kind.  But  this  at 
leaft  I can  aflert,  that  they  appeared  to  ftick 
as  firmly  to  the  extremities  of  the  arms  I have 
mentioned,  notwithftanding  the  arms  were  in 
continual  motion.  I muft  obferve,  however, 
that,  if  thefe  white  fifli  had  a flat  furface  like 
that  by  which  the  remora  adheres  to  other  fifh, 
it  mufl;  have  been  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
body,  and  not  on  the  upper,  fince  the  animal 
continued  in  its  natural  pofition,  and  had  no 
occafion  to  turn  over  to  fix  itfelf  at  its  pofl:. 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  me, 
if  thefe  fifli  had  remained  at  their  ftations,  and 
allowed  themfelves  to  be  taken  with  the  fea- 
devil,  as  I fliould  then  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  them  : but  the  moment  the  firfl: 
harpoon  was  thrown,  they  let  go  their  hold 
and  difappeared. 

I hoped,  however,  that  we  might  per- 
chance catch  one  of  thofe  that  ferved  as  fen- 
tinels  to  the  other  two  monfters,  which,  by  all 
the  noife  we  had  made,  had  not  been  driven 
away.  Different  baits  were  tried  for  them, 
but  to  no  purpofe : when  the  hook  was  thrown 
into  the  water,  they  came  and  examined  it, 
and  immediately  returned  to  their  polls. 

VoL.  III.  I i 
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I do  not  at  prefent  recolle6t  that  any  natu- 
rallft  has  fpoken  of  thefe  white  remoras.  Yet 
othcx^  travellers  befide  me  ha-ve  feen  them.  I 
fliall  cite  on  this  head  Dubadier,  known  in 
natural  hiftory  for  his  rare  and  ample  collec- 
tion of  the  cruftace^E  of  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
In  his  laft  voyage,  this  naturalift  faw,  in  lat, 
45°  north,  long.  333°,  a firnilar  ray,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty- five  or  thirty 
feet  in  breadth,  accompanied  by  its  two  white 
pilots.  He  made  a drawing  of  if,  as  I did  of 
the  rays  which  I faw  ; and,  on  comparing 
tliefe  drawings,  the  filh  evidently  appear  to  be 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  remainder  of  our  pafiage  offered  no- 
thing remarkable,  but  the  contrary'  winds 
with  which  we  were  continually  buffeted : 
and  indeed  in  lat.  33®  we  were  again  at- 
tacked by  a violent  fiorm.  Fearing  our 
voyage  would  be  long  and  tedious,  all  the 
crew  were  put  to  fhort  allowance  of  water. 
On  the  fourth  of  Odober  we  paffed  the  de- 
fert  iflands  of  Flores  and  Corvo,  and  failed 
within  muilwet  (hot  of  their  fhores. 

On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  one  of 
the  crew  fell  overboard.  The  waves  ran  fo 
high  it  was  impoffible  to  fave  him.  He  was 
^ inftantly 
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inflantly  carried  to  a confiderable  didance. 
We  law  him  ftretch  out  his  arms  to  us ; but  the 
wind  hurried  us  on  with  fuch  violence,  that 
we  could  only  throw  fome  empty  barrels  and 
a few  hencoops  into  the  fea.  This  even 
could  not  be  done  with  fufficient  fpeed;  and, 
had  any  of  thefe  frail  fupports  reached  him, 
it  would  only  have  prolonged  his  fuifering, 
and  given  him  death  twenty  times  over. 

The  twenty-third  of  OTober  we  fell  in 
with  two  fmall  French  velfels  returning  from 
the  cod-lilhery.  We  purchafcd  of  them  a 
fufficiency  for  our  little  fleet ; and  it  proved  a 
very  feafonable  fupply,  for  our  provifion  was 
confiderably  dirainiflied,  and  we  had  been 
badly  fed  fora  long  time.  Thefe  two  fifning  « 
veflel?,  being  bound  to  Bayonne,  would  of 
courfe  arrive  in  port  before  us ; and  I availed 
myfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  inform  my  fa- 
mily, and  my  friends  in  Holland,  of  my  near 

arrival.  ' 

On  the  thirtieth  we  faw  feveral  parts  of  a 
wreck,  and,  among  the  reft,  a mail  almoft 
whole,  which  came  along-fide  of  our  Ihip. 
This  fad  fpedacle  announced  to  us  that  fome 
calamity  had  happened  during  the  laft  llorm. 
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At  length,  on  the  firft  of  November,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Europe,  and  were  in- 
ceflantly  beaten  about  by  contrary  winds,  till 
we  reached  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  where 
we  were  flopped,  with  more  than  two  hun- 
dred other  veflels,  returning  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe,  and  which  were  detained  there,  as 
well  as  ourfelves,  by  contrary  winds.  But 
w^hat  was  ourfurprife,  when  the  Middelbourg, 
which  we  had  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  off  the 
Cape  of  Needles  wdth  all  her  crew,  appeared 
among  the  number  ! In  the  excefs  of  my 
joy,  I would  have  taken  one  of  the  boats  and 
gone  to  her : but  the  fea  was  fo  rough  that 
none  of  the  failors  would  venture  to  row  me  ; 
it  was  indeed  tremendous.  The  unfortu- 
tunate  Middelbourg  appeared  tome  tc-bein 
a worfe  condition  than  ourfelves,  and  to  be 
almoft  {battered  to  pieces.  She  looked,  fo  to 
fpeak,  like  an  invalid  whom  a relapfe  would 
Infallibly  deftroy.  Nobody  wmuld  join  me 
in  this  fad  prefage  ; yet  it  w^as  the  fame  day 
verified. 

Scarcely  had  we  entered  the  Channel,  when 
a great  mill  arofe.  It  every  moment  grew 
thicker;  and  the  wind  began  to  blow  a ftorm, 
c whicl^ 
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which  prefently  rofe  to  fuch  a height,  that  all 
the  (kill  of  our  feamen  was  of  no  avail  againft 
its  fury,  AVave  after  wave  drove  us  preci- 
pitately towards  the  rocks ; while,  on  account 
of  the  mill:,  we  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  as 
if  Heaven  had  intended  to  fave  us  the  agony 
of  beholding  twenty  fhipwrecks  at  once.  We 
had  not  only  the  breakers  to  fear,  but  to 
dread  alfo  running  foul  of  one  another ; for 
the  Channel  was  covered  with  veflels.  1 can- 
not convey  a better  idea  of  the  fury  of  the 
wind  thus  let  loofe  upon  us,  than  by  obferv- 
ing  that  our  fails,  though  furled,  were  torn 
to  rags,  and  our  rigging  abfolutely  blown  to 
tow.  I confidered  death  as  inevitable,  and 
awaited  it  in  filence.  Twenty  velTels,  driven 
by  their  ill  fate  either  againft  each  other  or 
upon  the  rocks,  were  loft.  The  Middelbourg 
was -wrecked  on  the  ftiore,  and  the  hufband, 
wife,  and  children,  all  perifhed  together.  Ano-  , 
ther  veflel  of  our  fleet,  the  Holland,  loft  her 
rudder,  which  was  broken  and  carried  away 
by  a wave.  Become  the  fport  of  the  winds 
and  waves,  and  unable  to  fteer  her  courfe, 
file  made  fignals  of  diftrefs,  which  we  an- 
swered by  the  fignals  of  death.  To  add  to  our 
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misfortunes,  night  came  upon  us  with  our 
rigging  all  in  diforder.  T he  Holland  fired 
Nfeveral  more  guns,  and,  when  day  appeared,  ^ 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  of  her  *,  For  our 
parts,  we  pafled  the  Channel,  and  advanced, 
tempeft-beaten  all  the  way,  towards  the  Ifle  of 
Middelbourg,  w^here  we  anchored  in  fight  of 
land.  But  the  cable  foon  parted,  as  did  thofe 
of  all  the  anchors  we  threw  out,  one  after 
another ; fo  that  we  were  forced  to  pafs  ano- 
ther terrible  night,  beating  to  windward  on  a 
coaft  full  of  fhoals.  Skilful  as  our  captain 
was,  he  durft  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  enter 
the  port  without  a coafting  pilot.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  Intanker,  perceiving  our  dif- 
trels  from  the  town  of  Middelbourg,  had  the 
courage  to  venture  himfelf  in  a fmall  floop, 
and  came  to  our  affiftance  through  every  dan- 
ger. He  got  on  board  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  veffel,  and  carried  her  ftraight 
into  the  port  of  Flulhing.  We  were  driven 
in  by  fo  ftrong  a gale,  that  we  lay  aim  oft  on 
our  beam- ends.  I was  in  the  cabin.  I heard 
a cry  “ We  are  all  loft  1”  I ran  upon  deck. 

* I afterwards  heard,  that  this  veflel  was  miraculoufiy 
driven  into  an  EngUfli  harbour  and  faved. 

In 
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In  fad  we  had  ftruck,  but  by  good  fortune  it 
was  on  the  mud  ; had  it  been  fifty  paces 
lower,  the  veflel  muft  have  gone  to  pieces. 
She  lay  on  her  fide  j and  in  that  fituation  we 
paffed  the  night. 

When  day  appeared,  the  weather  was  more 
moderate.  Twenty  boats  came  to  tow  us  off, 
and  get  us  afloat.  At  length  we  entered  the 
road  of  Fliifliing;  where,  which  was  Angular 
enough,  we  anchored  along-fide  of  the  Held 
Voltemaade,  the  very  veflel  that  had  carried 
me  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which 
the  Dutch  Eafl-India  Company  hadpurchafed 
from  the  Englifli,  by  whom  flie  was  taken, 
as  every  one  knows,  on  her  departure  from 
the  Cape  for  the  Ifle  of  Ceylon.  In  the 
morning  the  commilfioners  of  the  company 
of  Zealand  came  on  board.  One  of  them 
brought  me  letters  from  Amfterdam,  in  an- 
fwer  to  thofe  which  I had  written  at  fea,  and 
fent  by  the  fifliing  veflels.  Temminck  had 
recommended  me  to  the  dire6lors  of  the  com- 
pany, who  received  me  with  every  civility; 
and  my  baggage  was  fuffered  to  pafs  untouch- 
ed. The  moment  I fet  my  foot  on  Ihore,  I 
hired  a fmall  veflel,  to  convey  myfelf  and  my 
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cffeds  to  Amfterdain  without  delay ; where, 
the  moment  I arrived,  I haftened  to  throw 
myfelf  into  the  arms  of  my  good  friends, 
Boers  and  Temminck.  A few  days  after,  I 
fet  off  for  Paris,  where  I arrived  in  the  begin- 
ning of  January  1785,  after  an  abfenceof  five 
years  : the  only  period  of  my  life  truly  to  be 
regretted,  the  only  one  at  leaft  in  which  the 
cowardice  of  mankind  never  afietted  me,  in 
W’hich  I could  fafely  defy  their  injuftice,  their 
benefits,  and  their  tyrannic  fway. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  VOLUME.' 
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